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AUTHOR'S NOTE 


T m EswEDmos dcKTibcd m this book was mtctid^^d to prepare 
tbe g^OLtnd for the extension of admiiibttatLVc control otct a 
group of little blown tribes in die Tndo-Tibetan burdcrlaiiiiju 
One of the most Jmpornuii aspects of thh task was the snuly of the 
people"! economy and social organi^doti, but in an account of a missiou 
whkh was bade^y eiEplotatory a systemaric analysis of the antliropD- 
logical data gadicrtd Ed the cotnse of my travels svould be out of plm. 
Some of these data, iitorcover^ have ilrady been published and the 
mulcnt of anthropology mterested in the Himalayan regionp may 
find it uscfijiJ CO cnnsnlr my reports and amdes which arc listed on 
page a 3 3. 

1 am deeply mdebced to the Government of India for affording me 
ihe iintimal opportunity of working in an area whose iTihahimnts had 
never been subject to any form of external Jt1fnini< tr^ r ifi n _ To dunk 
individually all the officials respousAIc wouLd not be possible, tmr Jo I 
think It proper tn violare ihe tiadidoiial anonymity of PoUticil Offiem 
cither hm Drin the following chapters. Bur I cannnt suppress the name 
of my old fncnd J. P* MilJs» wlio at the aid of a dhtingaished career 
in the Indian Civil Service was in direct control of the prograinmc of 
eacplntatioii in the bill regions of the Indo-Tibctan borderlands. His. 
encouiagemcttr and support were invaluable Mid have added to the debt 
of gnaimder vdikb I owe him fiom the days wlicn he wraj Dtpury 
CommissiDncr of ihc Naga hills and T a young andiropologiit on my 
lint field trip. I would also like to tkmk Mr. and Mrs. Farmcf of die 
Joyhing Tea Estate for help with many pracdcal arrangements and for 
the ttospitality of their home whkli my wife and I et^oyed wlvenr ver 
we paued through Joyldng. 

Of OUT compaiiiom in t]« hdli of the Siibimirr area, 1 should like ro 
n^u^n four i Rajoni Gogd, Ajifkiwiur Bhatcadiariya^ Kop Temi and 
Strupud-J^hin. They ahar^ our dactitn forts and our adiicvemoiTS and 
each in his own way made a vital contrihudon to the success of tlie 
eaepedmon. How they did tltii h told in the pages that follow, bnt 
viu 


Autkor*s N&le 

here I with tb ttcod our Apprectanoo of their hkndibip ia<I 

Jpyal co-opcB»tioiib 

Thcic b little 10 uy about the eguipnicnt of the expedidoa: it ik*ii 
couipicuoiis by tts Abseoce latlier dun by its rTtc c nniifff . The only 
cxcepdoD was my Zeis Conux tU camm with which T took all the 
phocogci^bs ccproduced in tius book. To field andiropologins it may 
be of rhar die Icnse used for the portraits was a Souuar T t 4. of 

i}*S cm. focal length. 
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INTRODUCTION 


O N NEW TEAa's DAT 1944 iiDThmg WM fiiEthcT iTom my mini than 
ihc thouglii of leaving the Defcan and the Goud in wMck 
Bctcy and t luJ lived for the past two jTan, Yet, 3 motitk liEer, 
wc foimd mindves on our ’way to Amm bcadirig for an obseuie parr 
of fhf bordexlatids betn-cco India and Tibet. Thh itMlden elmnge of 
plans WTis due to the luie^tpectcd offer of an appointmenc on the Nortii- 
East lTonucr« where ebe G^vemmerit of India liaJ launched an ambitions 
prqgTamine of exploration and development under the directiDn of 
j. P. Milb, theri Adviser to the Governor of Assam for Tribal Areas 
and States. From liim I Icanit that I would he asstgmrd to the Balipara 
Proiiticx Tract, where I was to ^escabllsb Ericndly reladonf with the 
ittifldmfnisictcd Ml-odhes, CoUca data on general couditiems and tribal 
cinxctniSH and uldmaiely explore the upper teaches of the SubAiinri 
RivcE\ 

To Accept this proposal meant to disrupt my andiropologiml watk 
among the Gonds of Hydemhad and abandon for an indcBnitc period 
of rime the experiment in tribal rdiicarion wbkh I was then diixctiiig. 
To dedme was ont of the tpiesiion. No anthropoloirist could have 
forgone the chance of working in so tempting a field, and for me the 
project w as cspedally attractive as it promised du? fulfilment of an early 
amhition. 

When I worked in che Naga bilk in 1936 and 19371 bad oficn looked 
with longing at the line of blue moimtaim and glletering snow peaks 
wltkh on Ike days were dearly viriblr on die tiottbeni horizrwu In 
between lay the broad trough of the Brabmapuna vaEcy* and i wondcied 
w^hethft the Utile known tribes inhabiting those m>'steriouk hiik might 
have any affitiitiei with the Nag^ whom I was studying. My <^y 
expcrietice of any of the * North Assam tribes \ as^failing a more 
apposhe Cidlective term—they are somedmn tnlledt was a brief stay 
in several Abor villages of the Sadiya fronricr TracL To penetraie 
beyond the foothills^ ssbosc inhabitants bad been brought under a Too$c 
form of adminisirationf was at that time out of the {juesrion^ and tbe 
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va« biU-tcgiatt exlcneliiig of tbc Abor hilU between Awam and 
the borden of Tibet remained terre iaeognita. a country closed to boils 
TraveUct and antbrapologbii. 

The hcadqnaitcfs of the Adviser for Tribal Areas and States were at 
Shillong, and early in Fcbroaiy Betty and! arrived there, hrisjgiiig with 
us the camp kit which we had been tnaug in the Deccan- hi vain had 
wc tried to supplement it with equipment more suitable to Him^ayan 
combdoiis. but after four and a half years of war and import reitrietions 
the Calcutta Stores were practically empty and wc were unable to buy 
either tlee^ng sacks ot wann clotiuiig, not to speak of tents or water¬ 
proof bags. ... . 

On ray first day m Shillong. Mills explained how it was that at a 
wiicn the Japanese invasbo ofBuiiDa had brought the war to Ae 
fiontiers of Assam, the Goverarociit of India were iievcthcle» embarking 
on aa ambitious programme of exploration in the Fairrm Hirn^yat 
Tlic sudden realization that IndiaV cartcra borden w*cfc vutactable had 
Convinced Goverament of the need bo fill the pqlkicsl and administta- 
tive vacuum which had been allow’ed to persijt bctwpeit Assam an 
Tibet ever the estahlahmcnl of British rule. Mills pointed out 
lliat ray wnrk in the eastern part of die Balipata Fronricr Tran, Iiewx- 
forih to be called tbe Subarairi Sub-A^cy, was to be parr of a larger 
plan which embraced the w'holc fiondcr. i i . 

The ordhiarv snMll-«ale maps of Northern tudia allowed the mier- 
nationil frontiw boldly marlttd along the main range of the J^^tn^yWJ 
hut the quarter-inch map, which 1 iiow laW for the fim ttme. reflected 
a very difreicRt position. 

From there it appeared that between llie 9jrd and the <>7th ifcgtws 
eastern longitude, the fionticf was undefined and much of the wuntey 
Through which it was presumed to run was unsatveyed. la the area 
of the Siihanriri River, lying south and south-east of the Tsari region oi 
Tibet, the Hiinahryan main range had never b«n reached from the 
riae ; and the Tibenm who came np to, and were beliCTcd ^ 
rimo to cross the passes from tbe north, sddom ventured southward* 
into the region of tropical tain forest which was iiiliahited by wild 
and independent* trihes, known In Tibci ai Lobas and m Assam as 

Dafhi and Miiis. ^ t - i 

Tliis niDtintain coimtty. oiclowd for tlir mm% part Witiiin me gtcai 
bend of the Suhansiri, and lying between the foothills bordering on 
the Aisara valley and the Tibetan dbirictj to the oofih ot the Himalayan 
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™ ^gc, hail always remained a political tio man** land, to jpri 
th^ had bctai tn^ttaiions with TilKt and China aimed at defining dn: 
[ndo-Tibetan botindary east of Bhutan. They resulted to a con vetitbi, 
V McMahon and toidallttl by the dtleHain 

^ Tibet and Chtoii. which rccognired the ridge line of the Great 
HtouU^ ^ge as the intcmadonal fronder, hnpljTng thereby diai 
^ encue ral^otanc tract l>-uig to the south of it bdemged m todb. 
m convention, however, was ticvcf ratified; and though offidat 
doctn^is had ever since referred to die proposed border as the 
McMahon l^e. no attempt had been made to demarcate the fiontict 
or to admmistef any part of the Subaniiri area. While Tibet took no 
steps athtt to ttnplcmedt or to repudiate the Convcnrikin. China never 
reiw^d bre claim to the stib-mnnunc cract. indeed on a rcrently 
publuhed Chinese map the whole of the k^oq tlittmgh which we 
m tp44 and jj included within die hotdcis of China. 
A^rdi^ to tha map. China’s feonder with todla tuns along ilie edee 
of the Assam plwn, s^g the tear^doti, and incotporating even 
those TiUjgti in the Abor hills which have long been idminisfCTed by 
tiic GovCTfiniciit of Ajmjil ^ 

Wtolc in Isn+ChbieKdaimswerc not likely to aiuc the Goremment 

of India any great i^icty, the Japanese thnisj into the Naga hills to 

194T and dbc tragic fate of those refiigets fiom Borma, who had tried 

10 reach India through such iinadminisrercd areas as the Hirkwang valley 

rr- rf ^ P'>W of living vim stretches of no man’s 
India s back door. »iaiiuat 

The fi«t step towards die esfension of political tofiucnce over ihc 
recopiired as^Wongtog to India to the convention of 19,4 was 
^ the coUccoon o„ Joed eonditiom and the tttablishmmt of 

ffd^f^ the mhahitanB. The toformatton at the disposal 
of the Gov^ent of India was at that time patchy and of very mi™ 

Ef^nre Tzaa had been brought undre political control and nuJiiary 

^i^ni r T ^ Agency guarded some of die 

todewroutw to Tibc^ ihe Suhaiuui itea had remained entirely un^ 

Mhnim^ei Knowde% of thi, part of the Balipara tromier Tract 
enfitely on the report of 3 semi-military esepedition. 
whi^ nr t^ of ipn-t2 had attempted to capWe^Ti^pef 

jwda^ llie Sub^ This expedition, oflidally kiiown a 

Muaen. had succecdcii to juiveytog a eemadeiahte area, bin. 
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mccdng :urrncd roiitanCE m the T^alky of the Kiciila avert ttad turned 
bflct before rcadiiag the snofw racg». 

Folltical Officers in charge of the Balip^ra Frondcr Tt act had lub- 
sequently nude lome rninor tours duough dje country of the outer 
ranges^ but such brief visk^ ai widely spaced tntervals had added litde 
of importance to Go^-emmentV knowtcidge of the mbesmen. They 
serwch bowevet^ to uphold a bdlcf m the tread«TOi;u aod Bcccc char- 
actet of both DaHis and Alirist and to pctpeiuaie die tradidem that in 
tribal country it was only i^fe to travel with a substantial armed escort. 
The« beliefs and trohdoiw sdU persiited, and 1 was toid dm an escort 
of Assam Rifles^ Gurtha units organized as military police* would be 
assembled to accompany me oil my tours. 

Though at that tiuic f did not fully realize the enormous difficulties 
of trtnspon and supply involved in travelling with an csOOrt in nn- 
adnuuistered coiniCTyfc I was opposed to imkidg my first contacts with 
thr tribesmen under the eyw of an armed iorce:. Such an apprchoch^ I 
pointed outp svniiLl jeopardize the chances of cstablishirig reladous based 
on mutuaJ truiL Agaiiut this view siooil the weighty opinion of the 
Fclitical Officer of die Balipara FronUer Tract* who toaitiULmed that 
fifty Rafltt were the mMmum force that couLl sficure the lafeiy of any 
Govemmeiic officer entering the StibaBsiri area. This appeared to be 
the view of aU those who had fiad anything to do with the DaJias and 
Mirb and it took a great deal of argumeni with otiiaab many years 
seniot to myself before I won my point. U w‘as Milb" support w^hicb 
finally enabled me to $er ouu at least on that first season^s tout, uiicscotted, 
and it was ha eKOnimetidariou that secured me permission to take Betty 
with me, Nccdkis to say* the proposal that a woman should enter (he 
Subaniin am met with the scrongesE disappoval of both officials ami 
noiiT^fficiak Bur on this point I had equally strong view^apart from 
penonat oonsideraiions, 1 fek that, fai from adding to my difficulties* 
the presence of a m>Tmn would greatly help to create confidence:, 
and allay any suspiaoiis the arrival of siraiigcts might arouse amung the 
tribesmen. Betty had Irved among aborigbats for four yem^ and 1 
had no doubt diat she would enjoy life among chc Himalayan hillmm 

Having settled these ptoblc^ jmd secured the financbl provuion 
for the porars" wages and other e^cpcndittur we proceeded to plan our 
fust tour. The best approach seemed to be to conoratrate on one 
community in a compact ama and, after niakmg ftictiiis, expand one 
rdatiaiui to ndglthourkg regions as occasion olTcretL Mills suggested 
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that ttcr Apa Taim^ a Wgc tribe wliicli tlurcf ytars bcfw« had imprtwJ 
die Miri Miaion by iu cmnpararivcly advanced dvilizaucHit ofl£icd die 
brti oppominirics for a fim etioounto:. In the popLilpu^ snA appaxcady 
fertile couittty' in which they lived 1 wjs to cftabiidt a fotwacd base 
wheiice* in die following aiioittm^ an aepedinon could set out towards 
die upper coune of the Snbnuiri and the main of the Himalayas^ 
We left Shillong with dii$ aim incorponed in o^iol insnuedons m 
wlikh I was designated Spectai Offira, Suhaniirt, directly tesponsibte 
to the Adviser for Tribal Areas and States- My base was to be KotEli 
LakhimpuTT a small town on the nortli hank of die Brahmaputra, and 
I ¥fas to draw on the resources of the Poliucal Offiixr^ Balkan Eroiirier 
Tract, for supplies and equipment. How sttdk this source of supplies 
would prove 1 Was only to Icam later* 

We tnivelkfl by car ftoiii Shillong to Cauhatl. The statinii and the 
feny'-boan were crowded widi troops on their way to the defence of 
Kohimi, and after crmmig the Brahmapucra, we boarded a narrow^ 
gauge ttain for Gharduari the hcadquaners of the Balipara FronUer 
Tract The Political Officer was away on tour* but we were met by 
bis head clerk, a channing, cldorly man who had spent a liic-tiinc on 
the Nonh-^EasE Frontier and appeared to know more than anyone eUc 
ai itaE time: about Daftu and their way of lift* 

Nett nmming we set cm for North Lakhimpur, The read mm 
eastwards diroiigh the plahi of the Brahmaputra vallcty, traverring great 
expanses of ttrigatCKl rkoiiekk, streicbes of high tropical form and 
acres of wdl DCiided tca'-ettates. Charing the rains and immediately 
aftcrwaitk the way h long and tedious, hut in the cold weather ihc 
J59 miles arc earily eoYcred in a day; at this season the tributaries of 
the Brahmaputra^ which meaiulcT through the Assani plains, arc bridged 
ty temporary bamboo structurc$ and only die nareli river bits to be 
oossed by niQtor'Tctfy, We made the journey Ln the Political Officer's 
uation-wftgoDir The brilliance of the landscape, SO icftcsbiogty green 
after thr browns aiid the grey^ of the Deccan, and an occaikmal glimpse 
of 5?ioT(V‘-mouii£ain4 that rose in majestk splendour from bdiind the 
barrier of the ou ter ranges* . complrcd to heighten the spirit of ads^caunre 
in which we approached the straggling botaan of North takhiinpur. 
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THE GREEN BARRIER 


W iiEK 1 look back op tbt two weelo we spent in NqtthLakhiinpuf 
preparing for that Erst scasonV tour. 1 wondet how wo CVCT 
got aim the hills. Mills had imprcsjcd. me with the need for 
and 1 was myself aiudous to traeh the Apa Tani conmry, so that 
1 should have a fair stretdi of oonjccubvc work before the onset of i^e 
moiuooiL But in this hinlerland of war a civil cstpditioii could ckim 
no official pdotitki aor any stamp of urgoicy. 

The prphlcm of collecting equipment, lopplio and transport—in 
oidiunry dmimstancri a mem toutinc task—seemed here to meet with 
insuperable difficulties. Little was to be had in North Laklumpur, and 
atect^ first few days 1 felt like a fiJimnan who casts his net agaiu 
and again into a sea cinpry of fish- Amidst all diese frustmtioia there 
we« two things that cneotnaged us and spurted us on to finlher en¬ 
deavour the constant invitation of the blue moontamt stretching out 
aenss the northmi horizon, and the resooicefulncss and Uvd-beadHliien 
of Rajoai GogoL the local representative of the Political Officer. Balipara. 

who had bccD attached to my suffi 

Rajoni’s home was in North lakhimput and. like other Assamese 
ofhtgh caste, he claimed descent from the Ahoms. a people of eastern 
affinitic* related to she Sham of Bunna that lud ruled Upper Assam 
fiom the devemb to the early nijiet«iah eoitary. A man in his forties. 
Rajoni had liaJ many years* expennue of the hillmm, and he knew 
pcranuliy every sbopkccpei, tea^den ntinager and Geverament 
offidal in the district. Hu local knowledge of penonalidcs and coo- 
dltimu stood me in good stead, and between us wc wbtxdled and, where 
oeeessary. browbeat the inhabitants of North Lakhirapiif into providing 
the bare notesaitka for our jourocy. Go the open market one eonld at 
that dme buy otdy mch neccssaiia of the Indian kitchen as ghee, dhal. 
ipkm and ontom ; adequate quaautici of the basic supplies we required. 
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«udi u ficc, augir Aiii kcroMW. w<fxt obt^able only by ctroitii- 
-veatiig ndoD a ccdious ^nd uDublcKimje btmness that 

ttizailr^ mormtJti.? ^ppidimrc of time and ccergy^ 

Neither did the stnil shops of Nocth lakMinpuf itodu of good» 
TionruIIy required for on expedition itico uiilcfimvti gnJ possibly in- 
hospixaWe connny—no tinned stom, no powdered ukiikt no butiet and 
no jam cr chce^. But I war able to buy 4 reasonable of 

barter go^ with which to pay for service h the hills where, 1 was 
told. Indian cumnej- wai not acccpuhft Rajofii's expcritncc of the 
hillmm'i needs was in this nuittK- also of great value, and on his ^Avia; 
we parked into ten fiftj'-pound packagm large quantities of matches^ 
cheap dgarettes, dned country tobouxot brass bowls and; cups and strings 
of heads of nrery colour- In Shillong f had hotightsomt: knives and a 
few ted and gieen blankets as presents for important persoimgc^p hut 
Rajoni did not think much of these. He said, atnl rn this he was fight* 
that what die local hihtnen most valued were the handjpujt and hind- 
woven dik efoths known as endi. They arc manufactured in die liome- 
neads of die Assam phuns and w'kh great diditulty we procured a few 
of these costly cloths to add to our * polittcal * pfcsmti^ 

The only other member of the scoff was at ihac time a Brahmin 
clerk cjllr d Manik, who had been derailed from the Political Officer 
office in Qiarduat. He \V 33 to teitmin in North Lakhimpur and supervise 
the i^ptrh of supplies onct we were in the bilk After a long scardi 
we lomid him a poky little room in die Assam Rifies lines and there 
he set up an office. 

Towards the end of the first W'cek tw^oity-five porters arrived from 
Sadiya. They were Gallong Aboci* lecmitcd by the Polituial Officer. 
Sadiya EronticT Tract;, from arc 44 already tmdcf adnimistrackm^ A 
iturdy, smilmg hand in cc^d cane pot bats ard mftrd cotton cxot^i 
they adjusied themselves quickly to lo^ conditiom and ofrm delighted 
us with their haunting cliants. Tlicy tackled ihe difficult jcFumcyingi in 
the Subaiian hills with energy and courage, and working in tn'o parties 
successfully mahuained my Uncs of comtunnicadon until the bcginnmg 
of die rains. 

Our Cuutamkng piea: of good fortune w'as the atrival in the plains 
about that date of three Apa Tanis who carried newt of tome import- 
ancE* and d-nc mortiiug Rajoni brought them to the Rest Home W'iili a 
I!>afla to ininpret Compared to die tribesmea from foothilj stUages 
whem we had seen stalking through the baioor leaded with head neck* 





of coniduu. turquoise and cuneli shelL thcje Apa Tanii seemed 
i yrttw lot 'fhey were dirty and ragged, and tbe only thing almut t^u 
which raughi die eye w^crc their red tails. Tlioc nils, one of die 
aeieriitk fraiurts of Apa TaiiJ dress, arc a cotisrant source of mirth to 
all who are not Apa Tanii. bm they tbcmjelvrt are iiiordinascly proud 
of du'ir hcilJianr appcndjgj^ Unlike the Naga who wears his decoranve 
lail only on oncinoTual occasions, the Apa Tani ts mva wi^out this ; 
it a m ou l de d lo his body, ati cncmion of his broad dght beU. aniHs 
made of nunv strands of spiked cane. Ctnving down over the btntocb 
and rhiVht (Q within a few indies of the hollow of die knee, it » dyed 
a. vivid red, Rkli men and youths, particiitarly those canid of dnar 
appewanOE, wear their tails bioad and long, but the tails of poor om 
and dava arc often short and skimpy and can only juK be icen ui^r 
the body obth. Below the knem die three men wore mdaplc rings 
of the same ml^lycd cane, but their only ornaments were sm^ fathers 
h. thdr hats and brass pins stuck linriaonullv through ihdr har-knots. 

I asked the men thdr tiamc*. ThceUedy gentleman nmh the gre^ng 
hair was Nada Rib, the handsome diccrful youth Koj Katu, ^d he 
of the sullen face, who never lifisd hU eyes ftnni the grounii Nada IHta. 

So little was known of the Apa Tanis that iicithw Rajom nor anyone 
else was able to assess the lotus of the three cmiBaties and the impartanffl 
of dieir niisdon. What emerged ftom that fttst ctmvcrsadon was ody 
that they lud come ftom the village of Haji. which was i^keJ oii the 
map cntnpilcd by the Miri MisHon in 191a. They claiittcd to ha^ been 
seni by two of the village headmen, ickncd to by the ititcrpietw as 
■ rajai\ to complain of the continuDiis raids made on the Apa Tams ^ 
the Dafias of Urha. tmds tviiich did not ^ the form of open attacks 
bur aimed at the capmee of cattle and often abo of men. Jr was not 
clear whether the Apa Tads bad come m beg Covermnent ab dr^ 
acdoti agaiiist the Lkba Daflas or whcihfi they that friendly 

rcladoiis with the powers mtiug in the pUhis would have a deterrent 
dSict on their troubksoine neigldioun. 

They fsrccted tny asiuranec that we would viol dim vaDcy with 
enthusiaam and promised to act as guides and to render Ui every pouibkt 
aisbtaiicc. Suet an offer had. as sve immedialdy saw. its advantages 
as well at ks drawbacks. To anive in the Apa Tani country' as ihr 
ftkoit and guests ofHaja village would ensure m a good itocpdoti from 
the Apa Tads, but if the news spread thai we had come ia resp«ite 
to the Apa Tads' complainis aEahisl their Dafla neighbourT, we were 
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likely to bocomr mvolv^tl m mbal poljdci. Yet, we tilde choice. 
Here were dixee Tanii rc^y and indeed aitxiom to goidc ii& to thdt 
coDntry; to enter the Apa Tani cotniuy tmder sneh favourabli: auspicci 
tQo good an opportumry to be misKcL 
Bur we were: not yet mdy to Our inuncdiaic problcin was 

not ouly how to get our patty^ eodd^ting of tsysclfp Betty, Rajocii, 
iiTOrprctcu auJ servants^ up to die Apa Tani country witk Iwidc pro- 
vidom for at Iciit one month, but to find, and if nccesjory improve, 
a rnuie whirii could be kepi open tuidl die omldle ofjuiic. V^itii die 
onset of die monsoan wnte of die luibridged Ancams to be cro$^ on 
die way lo the Apa Tani valley would Eiccomc unfordable. When \ 
discimed die position vridi Rajauh be suggested that Ehiflas eitperienccd 
£p building cane and bamboo bridges could be cmploj'cd to bridge 
those streams wbieh were likely to block ooi foute. 

Local pobdes helped tis to enlist the eo-operarion of Mveral villages 
in the foodullsin recent times they liad suffered fi:om the fajfU pf 
Dadas trom the bitmor^ ami they hoped that the appearance of a Cervem- 
meut party in die lulU would enable them to recover some of their 
Captured ktnsmenT 1 spoke to some of the elders who came down to 
tee me and they promi^ their co-opecacioti in building temporary 
bridge^ on contract. Among the Dallas of the foodiilji ihc power of 
Govenimeitt was well knuwn^ and tn past years more than one Political 
Officer had taken action against villager that had raided across die so-^Lcd 
Itmcf lincp the boundary between the provindally administered plains 
distzicts and (he imadniinkccrcd highlands over which the Govern ment 
of India claimed, but did not cxcrcbc, polkkal controL The Inuer Line 
Was, indeed, the ef&ctive froutM of and various groups of Daflaa, 
oonsudng partly of the survivors of villages dclhaned in war and partly 
of escaped slaves, bad long been settled in the plains wrhere they enjoyed 
the full protc^don of the law. Raids against them were pmushi^, if 
necesiary, fay arturd expcdidcim bio tribal tciritory. 

Ec w'ai &oin among the Pbins DaEas, the only section of DaBas over 
whom Goviunmcnc had at that time admmhtjative audtorir^^ that we 
hoped to recruit most of the porters required to take us up co the Apa 
Tani valley. With this aim in view Rajoni and 1 visited several of thdr 
villages, but the results wicre disappennting. At a time when the United 
States Air Force wras offering mo^t attractive usages For buihlmg work on 
aerodromes, noedcil both for opcradonal use agaimt the Japanese and 
for the air-life to China across ' the htonp \ few Plains Dadas were pre^ 
4 





Hill Ditfiis 

piirc(i to csny st Oovrj iitncnt ti®W flit 3 tliffitult ttdc tnto the 

high hilk 111 somt; o i the plains vihagcs [ aurt a few Hill DafliJ on visits 
to their lowland iriends- They were men of poVimetfu] phytique and 
Betty viewed seith some alirm their ctiormoio calves and thighs, and 
cJtprrsscJ the hope that travel in liiesc hills wotild not automatkally 
rctuli hi such dcvclDpiiient of the leg niuselcs. Most of these sulwarts, 
wiiD briidcdl with jsivords, knivet ami atrows. derided the tuggesdon 
dial they sboittd cany oiir loads ■, their attitude demoustrated the limita'- 
tionj of Govemmenfs iB/liicnof over the hilhnen, who knew only too 
wdl that as long as they behaved rhetnsclvts on ihis side of the Inncf 
Liiie. they could come and go at they pleased and no one could compel 
them to do anything they did not want to do* 

It would be tedioui to describe all the details of our pteparationt. 
They iudutlcd a visit to Cltanfoar where I Eiileti among other things to^ 
obtain from the PolMcat QiScer's stote the blankets and waterpioof 
shocis that t sought £br the temporary porters. The Gallon gs recruited 
in Sidlyi had arrived fiilly equipped, and i was loath to take Plains OaAa 
porters iiRO the high hills without adequate protection* Our own kit 
too was far from saibfiietor}', ftjr no suitable Govennnent tents were 
as-adable in North Lakhimpur. Mills, in Jiis fust letter, had warned 
me that I could hope for litdc in the way of equipment in Assam, and 
had urged me ro bring with me all that I owned. This I had done, but 
after four years of hard and coiitmuoiW wear in the Dcaan my light 
single was in no condition to stand up to mdensiTe touring in 

the J-Iimabvas* Thae s™ also die question of Rajoni and the intet- 
prctcis. No warm clotbiiig could be procured for them and their 
tentage was even more dilapidated than outs. 

There came a point, howxver, when it was dear that what w did not 
have we must do without: it only rtmaiiicd to fbc the date ol departire 
and decide on our rtniie. Range upon range of wooded mountrim 
rising CO heights of 7,000 and S,DOO fcet separaot the Apa Tam country 
from the plains, and there seemed to be iw possibility of avoiding this 
unple of fortidding-looldiig billi by following the cotine of a river. 
The only major river that hreaks thiongh is the Paiiior, known in ^ 
p^Tint as the Ranganadi, and I was assured that even the mow agile hiit- 
mm, not to speak of heivUy bden porters, would be unable to malre 
his way along the precipitous banks of the Raiuor gorge. 

The Miri Mission of J9L2. renmiing from the Apa Tsui counnyv 
whidi they hid ttaclicd by a roundabout route, had crossed the Pinior 
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above the tiuin gorge and made itcir wjy to the plauiv through the 
Tar vaUey and the hiUs to the wkl But this route ran through Daha 
territoryadd cveryodc advised me agamst exposing an unarmed party 
to tlic pusSibilicy of attach by Dafla raiden. Om Apa Taoi guitlrs too 
showed litdc cndiusiasm for any devUrion from the paths wrtli wkirh 
they wxtt tamilur. They were aremtoinfd ro u® tracks nninkig to the 
cast of the PaQinr, where there was Liale likelihood of encoiuitering 
hostile Dafi;is. 

Everyone from Poliricil OfEcen past and present to Plams Daflas 
now wemed from feuds and raiding, painted the Hdl Daflas in un- 
admimitcTcd cerritory in the daxkesr colours* They were described as 
treacherous, cruel and unrcliiblep ever set on loot and fnurder^ and ejuite 
uiramcnablc to any approach odier than one backed by armed forccL 
They would+ so I was tolJ^ ambush parties of uiutispecttng trivcltts* 
carry off w'omen and chtldren mtn captivity and leave mfin with severed 
tctjdocas to perish in the jtmgk. 

I could not bring tn^-sdr to believe in tim pietnre of lunmiigaicd 
inglitfuliieii. But as 1 tiad only just arrived hi the Snhansm area, t 
tiad tp make allnwancc for the apprehensions and beliefs of the plaint 
dw^cUefs who wot 10 accompany me, even if they shoEild prove un* 
rounded or exaggerated. 1 th^fore decided on the route recommended 
by our Apa Tani guides, a route which was repotted to involvie a imreb 
of soe; dap thtougb uniuhabiced counny. 

With neither supplies nor shelter available era fe»Jc every porter would 
have to catty ratioRs not onlv tor Lhc nx days* joumej' to the Apa Tani 
vMejt but also for the rcttjrn to the plains. Te wai when I began lo 
-work out the cletaib of the poitntt* rations that 1 w^as struck with the 
full rcalizmdn of what travel in these bilb would enui!, A porter* 
daily ration of rke^ pulse, &e» wit, and tea w^eighs slightly more than one 
Indiaii jro--—about the equal of two pounds—and twelve da)V ration* 
for die m a n thus amounted to half a mair^s carrying capacity^ twenty- 
Hve IKT being the tnaxiinniii that the average hiUtniiii can cany over 
rough country. In other wends, we iwedcd on diii six days' irck 
thnmgh rmmhabitcd country two men for every toad wx wished to 
anivt in die Apa Taut cotmny* The recniitmeiir of suffidciit portej:* 
to asmio mobility was otic of our most: serioua prohlctm oii that first 
journey as well a* during die rest <jf the season, ^ J it condnued to be 
SO throughout <jui trav^ in the Subamiri area. 

Id brillLuit sumhiue wx left on the dth of M^arch from North lak- 
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tdmpiir, takuig all the luggage, the Gallongt anJ ihc itafT by lorry lo 
the Duukirtt of die Joyhhig Tea Estitr. Tlicre, in a piece of bamboo 
jungle wichtii two niiki of the inner Line we built a Imjsc camp for die 
Galbngs and iimic up the IcHdi into ponen’' patb, Tlie day passed 
in lie diccrfijl bustle and chaitci of a large camp, but I was worried 
because many of die tJaflas w'ho had allowed its tO write thetr names 
on die ported' roll had not arrived, .md mcssciigers sciti to nearby 
villages returned with a mere handful of nteiL By nighifilJ only forty 
Dada porters had been added lO our rwcaty-five Gallongs. and several 
of the less essential load* had lo be dumped in a storo-room lent id us 
bt' Mr. Famtcr, the Manager of tie Joyhing Tea £sute. 

This fifiit day in. vi'as in the nature of a dress rehcaisaJ for our 
personal servants, itcidur of whom bad e^ta: been on tom before, 1 
would liavc preferred to Cite hillinm with me tmo the Subamiri area, 
bur in rbi* as in every other matter 1 had had to take wlut i could get. 
In Shillong [ had picked up a Muilim bearer, a uU chemfid hoy called 
JalEir. and m North Lahiimpur the caretaker of die Rrn House had 
offered his nephew. Abdul, av cook- As long as we remained in the 
shadow of the undo the meals Abdul put beftnK us had been fairly 
sadsl^iory, but the food on liac first day in camp was hardly eatable. 
And, as wc joumeyed further and further &om dvilaation, Abdul's 
oookbig grew worxi. Far trom becoming iccunonicd to camp con¬ 
ditions lie KcmeU lu lose heart, and afier a few days he no longer irted 
to disguise the dreadful irudi that it wis the uncle, aiiaioos to obtain a 
job for his thotouglily weiiiilesi nephew, who had done die cooking 
during oqr stay at the Goveniment Rett hlouse. 

If our team was weak on the domestic side, it was strung on the 
potirical. Our iiiicrpretef Kop Tend (K.op being the dan-name and 
Tcmi the personal nami:), a Dada of the plains village of FLingajan, wat 
a man of outstanding tjualiriet. He spoke Assamese as well as several 
DaOa dialects and though he bad never been to the country of the Apa 
Tanis he had a good command of their Uiigiuge, Thoogh fiiiihfiil to 
tribal cusiom in other atittcri. Tcmi cotuptomised in fhc matter of dreu; 
lie deJ his long hair in Uafla manner above the fotebead. tramikbg the 
knot with a long brass pin, and lie wore small wooden plugs in Eus 
extended <ar4obes a* wdl as the plaited canc helmet without wiiich Ho 
DaHa leaves hb bouse, Hh usual dothes, hosvm-er. were a khaki shin 
and a pair of bine shorn which looked slightly incottEtuous when ufom 
with a bnxid leather baldric and the inevitable Dilia weapon known 
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as This crudely f^stiioned broidUtiladed swofd^ iiiJ rhougb 

of difltnrnt itupc is ii$cd far imicb the iamr purpo^ « the dSp, 

Tcam'j round fuQ-raoun fhee is low nose* vivid dark brown 
cyts and rather small mouth ti^LnUy wore a pkawnt jovial espressitm, 
but the welUdcveloped Ibfebead sptike of detciiiUxEaiitin and energy and 
iu an^ hiv eyes wouy fiash^ hit bro\v£ potiicnirr and his U^s cnih a 
mexm of the most viokirt bweedves. Even the licrcctt hiUmau quadrd 
bdorc Tcitii\ wtaih* w lien hb soft and plcasani voice woidd asaime the 
metallic scicngth of a deep bassoon* Oumanding honesty, reliahilicy 
and strength of character were omtchcd by keen intelligence and supreme 
tact- tic had the rare gift of cotnbinmg the sldsll of able and f a i r h fn l 
hitcrprctiiig xvirh inidativc and unogiiiadoti in ncgotununi and on many 
occasioTij we wctc to leave tbc iiiibal tilks with siupkjotu tribeitnen to 
Tend, tiusdng hb diplomacy to smooth out difficuldcs. I have nevw 
met a hlilmarL dthcr cti diar ftnnticr or m ilir Noga lulls, in whose loyalty 
and aHlicy I had greater confidence. Withotit Tend the whole expedi¬ 
tion to the Apa Taitia would have been abortive, for at that tiniEr he was 
the only man who had a thofougb kiio wicdge of the Apa Tani language 
and waf aisp tiueni: in Assamese. 

Among the Plaitis Dafbs Temi occupied a unique position f^js 
house near North LakJumpur was a centre for visiring Dafias, Apa 
Tanis and Hill Mins, who gathered tlicrc for sbdter and advice whm 
they came to buy salt, doth Jind iron in the plainsL in his yoitdi Eie 
hod teedved some tmtnictiiui in a Baptist Mis^sicin School, it w'as 
due to ibis contact: that hr kitew how to reud and mite AssamcM:. But 
hii faitii in emtom and DaHa Tcligjon did not allow adJierence to 
any other way of life* and at die rime I knew him he had severed nil 
catmemcm whH the Misti oil His domestic life wu tliat of a pccMpcroin 
and well citahlbhcd Datia j in 1944 he liad jJrcady chrec wives and 
several cbildrci] and in a recent Icncr, wdricn five years after he had last 
seen me, Tcmi mentjoiicd that he had marrUrd two more wives, and he 
added : " They ait very young aiici and happy to live with me,'* 

Another uteful adJidon to our staff w*as ^raj-ud'-Dhiiip 1 young 
Mukhin who had been ^vorking as a meuengtr of tlie kscol Sub-divtsiatt^ 
Oilicer. A o x i o us 10 liavc a mat] whmn I could put iu charge of the 
GoUniigs on their joumeyings to and fixim the Apa X-uii cmmtry* [ bad 
looked foe a man of all works. Siraj had voluntcctcd for the job. and 
we never cca^ to ccmgtauikte oifTselves on thb fotrunate aoadene 
His ddil iiid untiling cheerfiiluess in dealing wiib mbit porters soon 
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tpi rTr hiiii ^ imlispcnwblc member of the expodkion aitJ hit courage 
and humour carried ur through man y a difficult situadoir. 

Two of die Apa Taoi emusaric*. Koj Karu inJ Nada Rika, were 
aho given tlie rtatrii of oicnibm of the itafT. lod teedved the pay of 
iPtCTpictery \ nlihoiigli dteir AiSanicse oonsiittdai tharduie of Little more 
t hin a dozen phratn, they were willing and mast ItelpftJ, and renuiued 
good and faiclifut friends up M the end of our dme in the Subaniki area, 
The enumeration of the luemher^ of the party would be incomplete 
if it omitted ChimJd, a riny, blath. half-Peraian Jdtrm we had been 
given in Shillong. She accompanied us on all out iraveh and Was toon 
a wdl-tiiown and populur figure among the local cribesmeu, 

Nothing is more depressijig ihau to set out on an expedition in rain* 
and on llie ei'cnitig before om departure the iky was so overcast that 
t feamd a brat in the wraihcr. This would certainly have led to 
defociioim among the potters. But the night passed and next morning 
tlie iky wai clear and blue. We breakfasted at five, hoping to nuke an 
early «art. The redurnon of luggage had, bowevn. h« befitt Jtaiiic 
enough and there were sdl mure loa^ ihan porters. Again we cliecked 
over the packages and were eventually forced Co ihed yet more proviuoui 
and personal kit, a ncCTSsity which we were to tegtet .at numy a mcagte 
meal. 

The mn was high in the jfcy before we left camp. To watch the 
tine of porten swinging along with their loads on their backs gave us 
a seme of achicvcmeni. Afus die fevwcd haste of the last firw days 
it was ttrangely testfd to svalt through the luxuriant cverpeat forest 
whne giaiu trees rose fituo the dense undergrowth. The aii was'coo! 
and fiesh and we were cxdted by the ptoipeico of our new vcutuie. 

An [Kiur s walk brought us to the mattings of the Inner Line, beyond 
winch no plainsman may go withnui the PoUikal Officer’s sanction. 
The line, however, h unguarded and dm only detenent to a pUim- 
inan's crossing it is fear of the hifimen agaiitsc wiiosc aggttssion. he lias 
no redress onoc he has kft the provtndahy adminiitcnsd area. Soon 
we came to the Dafla villas ofjoyhing, a cluner of hooses bmtt on piles 
and imiounded by raised granaries. The irritants had gadicred 
oatendbly to wclennic us. but in reality to beg for the release of the men 
who had been remuted as porteti and bridge builders. The porters left 
riifir on the gromul aid joined thdr voices to the women's clamour, 
pleading iil-hcahh and old age : ow man trkd to arouse our sympathy 
by opening his momh and sliowing die tooddcK sate of his gums, ami 
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ckirncJ leave of absence for dte sake oflibi young wUe 
fortnight-oU chilJ, dr.;tgg^iTg them lorv-ard for my iiispecdon. [ solved 
thii problctn by paying 4 small mm to a girl of another h£>ii3e to hdp 
the yoitng mnibet, and tniticil a JiCaf ear Eq dJ other a i gmuen ti, 

A fair path led ikun Jtryhidg into the valley of the Jumni nTCr. 
Our imentjon had been to bridge ihh river iti two pbeesr This [ had 
been tt>[d would allow the route ro be used during the rains. But evm 
here, ^ near the Inner Line, our mfortnation proved faulty i the patb 
we followed trossed so contumousty from ride to side of die valley 
due not two bridges btit twenty would Imve been required to keep 
the road open. There was, however* jmodicr route v it wis longcTi 
hut Tnni thought that widi three bridges it could be nude passable 
at least muil the middle of June. 

Wc walked for two haurs up the valley, pitking our way in and out 
of die itream-bed, tuitil wc were forced up on to the left bank by a 
scries of rapidsw Here the patb vvas so overgrown that otir progress 
was rifjw and cjur A pa Tani guides, iiring their dap left an d right, ejeared 
itic way as tbey went. I too wielded i broad sword wiiicb t bad 
recendy bought from Koj KaruLr but my c Sorts were less cHectsvt ami 
I contented myself witli tidying up tlioruy branches and cTcepcci so 
tliat diey should not oitcb on the panoi* carryTng baskets. 

After tWTj hours of this wearisome going* we Jeft the Jumni valley» 
and began to climb through the debris of a wild clcpbann frolic* a 
tangle of broken bamboo aud fern which ecnnptctdy ob.toxrcd the path. 
Evnywberc diere were mounds of giant droppings and the pccnlinr 
acrid sntcll of drying elephant cxcr-Emeni- This ebmb was folEuwrd by 
a descent so steep that we bad to cut steps in the clayq-^ hillside ro pevent 
the pentm from slipping. 

In our camp on the Gage rivet that night tticrc wete many com- 
pUinrs atEiaqg the portets. A Gallong liad sprainetl his anlde, otlim hnd 
cuts and bniiscs and cverybady"i legs were bletidiiig from leech bites, 
Betty, who had charge of the mcdictncs* spent tnore than an hour 
tttemliDg to ptutiti, q srrcniKiuj cask after a liarJ march. 

Early next morning I went with the Joyliing DaHat to view the rito 
on the new route where bridges would luve to be truths They' asmred 
me that with these bridges I would secure ottr return dining the rains. 
For building a bridge asttm the Gage river they ilemandDd one bmdred 
rupees, cmd ihu mm I gave them in adwmcci promnuig pyrnent for 
the oibcr two bridges w'hen I retumed from the hilk* 
lo 
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CiJwifJ cit Mawjt Kottpitig 

The ponen liaiJ EPttc ahead aud by the time we c^ghr up widi 
them they were toilflig up the lower ilopet of Moitnt Koopitig. a ridge 
of tome d.OOO fc«. It was a long ascent and one whirJi took ui moit 
of that day. At first dm path w» rnsonably good, itsmg steadily 
thrtii^h niagniSceot fotcas, hue higher up we came into bamboo jungle 
through which the park zig-zagged at so steep a gradient that, looking 
back, we saw only the crowiii of the porters' heads as they straggled 
behind Ui, In some plaecs die Apa Tauis tied creepers to trees to give 
tlw porters handholds, but the latter found the way difficult and had to 
rest every few minuirt f (OO wai not very iuxppy and felt my riglii 
knee wiiicii once overnrauicd often troubles pie at die begumtug of a 
rret. Kaiu, the yoimgCii of our Apa Taai guides, cncontaged us in 
a tadicr charming manturt, asming us again and again in ids few words 
ol Asamese that the nnumut was near Slid, that there wal HO tnorr 
diinbHe did not seem to know the meaning of fatigue and dimtgh 
he carried quite an appreciable load, raced backwards and forwards, 
dTshiiio through tangl^ bamboo and cane and helping porters who 
were in difficnltirs. With bare arma and legs and only a small, ragged 
cloth wrapped tightly round his body. Ids drawn sw'ord, youthful 
siitngth and ezubcratii spirits be suggested the young Siegfried in his 
forest days. 

We truwt have climbed some 4,000 feet wbai we reached tlie 
small spring beside wliich we were to camp. There was only a 
trickle oozing from the mossy ground, but as no other source of sv-atcr 
was ktiown to mist for a long way ahead, we nude the bet of this 
bconvenicnt site, A rmall ledge provided just enough level space to 
accommodate oui tent. R^oiii’a shelter and she servants' tarpaulin. 

That cvoiing Betty counted forty-two paricncs, more than half of 
om porters- To the aches and pains of the evening before Vferc added 
COLtglu, lieadaches and feverish colds and we came to the condurion chat 
the DaRas of the plains and the foothills could not be very healthy. 
Indeed, this was so. R^ajoni told me ; once settled at low aliitudcs, the 
Daflas easily lucEumb to malaria, and tubctmlosis wii spreading ai an 
aLmring rate. 

The omditicms under which the porters Itad to spend the night on 
Moimr Kemping wete not conducive w raising their morak. Tisey 
found neither cane nor banana leaves suitable for thatebmg tempomry 
slwltcn, and while the Gallongs, who served on a three months' (wuract. 
had bem issued with blankets and witcrproof shcetJ, the DaiLs had 
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ttcavcd aq sodi ^quipmrn^ and shivered m tbdr fliKtsy cotton doths. 
To mjLkc amtcTK wooc^ a diundimTorm broke dumig ebc nighr^ and 
n.o crtic got much sleep. 

At dawn it was stLQ raining and \i became decc$-sary to lighicn the 
loads composed of tcnis and tarpaulins now wet and lirg^y, TFtk re^ 
packings and the DaHas' habit of splitting packages and rnshing 
carrying less than a fbJi load^ caused so much delay tliat it waa nearly 
niiie o'dock when wc started to dLmb ilic Uit few hundred fat to the 
top of Mount Kemping, Oticc we hiifi reached tlie crei^ the path 
dropped steeply and despite the slippery gro(tmd \vc made good progress* 
Tile rmi stopped, and we rejoirtd at the thought ihac the Pene dver* 
wlMe wie wett to make our ncatt camp^ could not be very far. 

Stnldcnly^ bowErver, wc -were stopped by cxdied dionts^ and those 
who were ahead came back* saying that W'c were on the wrong pallt 
The DaHas stood in an angry^ d^fl-waviup crowds denemnemg the Apa 
l‘ani guides, who, they claimed, had purposely misled tis. Bur Kam 
and Rika took no tiotkc of these accusations; ihry plunged into the 
fwest and disappeared downhill at right mgles to die path we had token, 
tn tweniy rnmu t rs they returned widi die didieuiemng ness-s that vic 
wtfc tou Cir east; we tnuu miace our scirps mi another path. 

The Doflas* thorougfaly dhgrundcd, blamed our giddes and the Apa 
E onis blamed the DaHai for runnmg aheadi For over on hour, as we 
rnilcd upliil], they condnued iq upbraid each other with mutual and 
ftnitirfis reenminarions, Onablc to imdeiscand a word I was not unduly 
perturbed, but Rajoni svos wociicd when he overheard a Dofla say : 

Why don t wc drop our loads, and cut up thcte people who give ui 
so much trouble. There arc uo sepoys 1 W c cm finkh than off liere 
and now. I did not take this suggescioii very ^ioosly, but it diowed 
a deplorable deEcriorariem in tlic general atmosphere. 

Wc dimW for nrarly two horns pp the dc^ wc had so gaily and 
so swifdy derocodfid, tiU we enme ro tkc uiming we hod missed. The 
tiew path led down into luxuriant forest, from rocky e liffh, which we 
negotiated with the hidp of cano-tupes:^ we looked down into Larj^e 
clusters of iree-fcim, tiick ddkatc Icavci beaded with great pearly rain* 
drops. Pale green moss enveloped the trees and hung tousled anil 
dripping from evrty branch, and creepers hoary with lichen wound 
tbrnugh space m grotesquely contorted forms. 

The furj-'-dle beauty of this rank ami glistemng vegetatbn tempor¬ 
arily baiushed oui w^carineii^ but as the way dragged on we knew that 
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we were bodi hungry oiid -cxlmusteiL We had c^icn only a li:iiidfu} 
nf daces sittce early mommg md cfae siipp«y lumen gcotiDcl oAlcd for 
continuottr eSorL Such gtiiJip:)es as wc gaiiicd of tlic Lndscape tliroogh 
gaps in fhe trees were not very encouraging^ for there seaned no end 
to the misty space below and the slopes on the opposite side of ilie 
vJky maintained their 

Late in the aftrtttooti we hrsLnd ac last die roar of waier* and m hour 
later wc exmt to the la&r steep descent^ a clitf fare a^ slippery as any 
iiad met;, with liiile bold for &et or hantb on the dark grey rocL 

As wc stepped otii of the forest, wc found onrselvci at a point 
of the nver-baiih chat ovcrloots die confluaic^: of the tu^o rivers Panior 
and Pene^ Fifty yards doivnstric^ini a dender bridge of bamboo and 
cane spanned die Ptinc in an elegant arch and at its head a gcotip ofsiitiling 
DaJdai stood to vvclcoinr us. They wot mm of Scisemchj aud Pottn 
whom i bad commissioned to bEtild the bridge^ and they had just pm 
ihr finislttiig muebes to tlidr handiwork. The bridge rested on two 
poles, firmly see between rocks on cirber hank and for added secoctry 
it bung suipcudetf by creeper ropo fmm great trres standing higher up 
the dupes. No cane of the kind usually used for the mspensJon bridgei 
tharacccrLmc of the Idimalayas was available in this giOtgc^ but cbo 
assured us that the bridge ihcy had builc would stmd the forte of the 
PocTc m flood 

On the opposite bank there was a broad shelf w^hich seemed an ideal 
camping lifif for the porters, and a little tower down, dose to the mdiing 
witcff, w-e fenmd it tandy patch big plough to hold out toil- 

It wat nearly she o'clock when die last exhausted porter staggered 
across che bridge and flopped down ati the uikL To continiic nect 
mmning wai only to invite promt, atul bcfiafe any eompbiiut coM be 
vcaccd I aimounaxl a day’s hak An isme of tca« sugar and country 
bquot and the prospcec of a rest made everybody happy and our Diflas 
were soon busy cmdng bambw and banana leaves fiom whidi ro build 
thermelves shelters. 

With our tent pitched and the porters scftled round tlicir cuofcing-i- 
pots we }'v} time to snrvrv the scetie- Tsvo valleys^ both eq ually narrow, 
mci at right angles, and u cfae Panior apprnoebed the oonflimix with 
itx trtburary^ it thundered in a cdouil of white foam and spray over a 
series of codey steps. Then, Joined by the Pcxir, ic stormed agaimt 
a wall of rode which, ttmiing k ic roaring chrough a narrow 
gorge where it dhappeaxed from riew. k was thb gorge wluch had 
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the Icngdiy anil strenuous detoor over Mount Kcmping^ 
A* the cct>w flics the confluence of Ptrtc and Panior is litsic mote iK^n 
four niLles from Gage, hui; we Jiaii beets tofccd to da two luid luaxches 
to make diii sttiall ^dvaticc^ 

At dmk the mist [hat fiaJ Jain over dir viUry dearcitl, and from belimd 
a tidge which shut cue onc-dilrd of the hofiitut die moon rose in tm- 
clisiidcd bdliiance. Now we saw diit the wooded hiih Ranking die river 
to the nonli wa$ the first of diiee raiigeSp each one higher than the othin*. 
The walb of die g?£?ige lay siiU in deep shadow, but the waser caught 
die light tcBeci^ frora the moonlit clouds. Aa die moon dimbed (he 
sky^ the conirascs deepened ! the vratert of the river seemed to absorb 
all the silvery^ light while the blade rotka grew darter and darker. 
It Was a scent such as one scetf only once in a lifr-rjm^, and we sac £>f a 
long tune looking in silence at the turmoil of the foaming rivet and the 
play between light and datkiiesi. 

NeXT morning was fine and sunny. Some of the Dafbi set contcal 
Qjh traps iu the rapids and Temi rmnjiged to ihoot a &h otter. Bui 
the men of Sebemchi and Potin went to coustrurt a small bridge over 
dte Pci fiver, which we were to cross the next day. Wlien they returned 
dtcy told me of an ca^rx route to die Apa Toni country* wJiich for 
three mirchci runs due noith and south through die focthiUs to the West, 
then crosses the river* and leads to the Apa Taiii s'lDcy by way of the 
Darta villages of Mai and Jorum. Next season, urhcii 1 would liavc a 
better gta^ of the situatiofi, I thought -w^ migjir trj' svaiy, but from 
their stodes of conditions in the area* 1 oomidered I }jad been wbe lo 
choose die route advised by the Apa Tams, likha, a pow'ctful clan 
itihahitiiig a tract of knd iicar the upper cotirsc of the PauioCi was 
tciTortaing the country south of die livci and in recvtic years tikha 
men had carried their raidi into tlwr losvcr Panjor valleyi wiping out 
wlicje villages, kiliiug tnatiy people and carrying off others as i£ivc 3 . 

In the c-amp on die Perre river we all fuScred from dim-dams* those 
ydlowbh Rjcf wliich make life a mbecy in the low valleys of the Eastern 
Himalayas, They arc about lialf the size of an ordinary hamc-fly and 
their bite, though paiuJesSi poduers □ small^ highly irrxtatitig Mister* 
which once scmichi^, easily grow-s septic. There seems to be no po- 
tection agaiu^dus pcit except the wcirbig oflong Jeeves and lung-legged 
(rausers^ fox against dim-dams ebr most spciiliaed are as 

mcflccDvc die touTitry spdfics of tobacco juke and uk. Even 
Daflas long residmu in the area do not icem lo have developed an 
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Jmmimity wl thck n^iud liuihi wcec pcrppcrcd with pi!i 4 icaLlt of dark 
congctiicci blockL 

Next day cbosc ro wake m at tlitcc o'clock- And wc, like 
he, were deceived into thinking the day had dawned imtih emeiging 
horn our renc; wc saw ic was the Tncx>n that lit the while mist rising 
from the waters. Wc ate an mittmely breakfast and should have got 
off early ; but one of the porters had developed a tempetatme dmang 
die uight jmt we wene kept hiuigiiig about airangiiig for liis transport 
to the plains. Forrunatdy 1 could ^pare three men lo carry him s^ithout 
abandoning any loads^ for condd^ble amounts of rauom had been 
consumed on the throe dayi* jounicy* 

We stam-d the day*s morrh by cnjsdug tbe Pci river on the newly 
ertened bridge. Then we began to dimh rhe tong shoulder of Mount 
Ul The forest was so thick dm we did not catch a single glimpse of 
die surrounding countryside. Now and then I saw a bird ditdng fri>tn 
branch to branch m some distant tree* and once we came across two 
hombilU perched dose ovethcad^ but there w*as no trace of any ol the 
larger antmah which must surely inhabit such a loiidy trset- 

W"e climbed steadily through woods whose character changed as we 
gaiJied height: gradu^y ihc sub-tropical evergreen forest gave way to 
A sciiiL™ci^rccii tcmpditt tjpc intExiriixcd with some dcciduoui treev 
At about 4tj0o feet die trees grew smaller^ die foliage spaiict and instead 
of the orditiary cipe Dfbandws, thick stmuned and heavy headed, diene 
grew a small slender variety which b said to be poisonous. Thb is the 
bamboo which b used in gamc-traps, and the Daftas bdkvc that even 
a man wounded by such a sharpened shaft will die in a very short ctme. 

At ati altitude of about 5^000 feec we found a good caitip-«te. The 
weather continued fair, but the night was tmpleasandy cold so cbai in 
the morning we trjoiced iu die w-armrli of the camp-fires around which 
We CFOwdccl as \vc waited for the loads to be packed. Karu^ the only 
mait who knew thb route, urged us to hurry* saying dut the day^s stage 
longer tluin any we had done so far. 

A climb of iwo houn and a sht^rt ttcep ascent brought us co 

die top cf Mount Lai, perhaps 7,000 feet high, luid from there vic hatl 
our first siew over the outer ranges- 

It was so fine a day that haac blotted out the distance and saw 
norluiig of the plains that sve knew' mmt lie beyond the ridges we over^ 
looked- The shoulders and spurs around us swi^t up to summits as 
high and higher diui the pcsk on W'hkh wc stood. Hut not on a single 
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liapir WiU tlic nwiiic of tJiick bmki^n and ^ far ai the eye could 

m dicn: no $igii of luiTnari bibitadon. 

Northwards from Mount Lii the pith followed the deuced! hack of 
2 ridge. Gfiduoliy we lose height ind soon we tetnmed to the region 
of hjgh+ damp forest where tm% and stones wetr clothed in thaggy, 
dapping moss. Here at a height of perhaps 5,000 feet we saw die Gtii 
do^\'mtlg orchida, dusters of delkixo whke dowers^ the injner calyx 
speckled with oriugy yellow^ growing fetun the crutch of an iticicnt 
gnarled tree. 

We had been on the way seven hours wlicn we sat down on a fallcii 
Eiunk to cal our limdi. But on opening (be bojrcs, we found chit 
they coaciined nothiTtg but a little pepper and sik, for our incoinpiriblc 
Cook had forgotten to pack any ItmcL He was not even dume to be 
abused^ but wat lagging behind somcwhiErc at the end of the long 
drawn-out pottors column. There was uodung to do but to eonmiae 
on an empty sccfflicli- 

Soon aftcrwardi we ran into a hailstorm, and Karu hurried us up a 
steep mcline into a rock iliclier. There we sti>od diivciiiig as the wind 
tote the decs lE the civcS mouth, hut when che srorm hid spent itself 
the douds parted and Karui going to the edge of the cliff ihouted : 
** Look, there is our country I I^k quicldyi and you will see the fielth 
of Hang f 

Indeed far bebw we had for a moment n bhd's-ej'e view of a wide 
open vallc>' marked with the characterude pattern of irrigated ricc- 
fietds : then the cloods shifted^ drew togethefp and the view was gotten 
Kam was delighted that we should have had this glimpie of the Apa 
Tani country and he explained how eagerly Apa Tatiis rettimlng from 
the pUim looked forward to tlui first siglii of their horneland 

Now the path dropped tnotc steeply and pas^ng quickly through 
the atone of trcc-fcnu and caiie-pakiis we came to a ttver known » 
Pangen. Here on a level space we fecund a good carnp-site and met (he 
first and only travellcti -we had cncounEcrcd on the five days* marchH 
They wicrc Hmx Apa Tanis of Haja who were fcrurumg from a tradbg 
cxpeditiDn to Nordi Lakhimpur. 

But of otir guides tfila and Rika there wai 00 sign i they had gone 
ahead while we rested at the camp on the Petre cLvct to purthase dee 
in the Apa Tani courimi^ for our impnwidnit Dafia perten who, rarimi- 
mg themselves^ were now runtung thart of fbotL Kara was certain ihat 
Rika and Pila would arrive that night and just as we tctikd into camp 
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and Bcny licr doctoring^ ihorc u-ctt loud Aouti and Nada Pik 
bum out of die fosicu ^Ith diitty Apa Tauli behind hrm. NpOthing 
could have dhpcUcd our weuiincsi more quicktyn Their coining not 
only promdeJ the end of our supply dlfhculde»> but augured wdl for 
the attitude of the Apa Taim a whole. 

The men crowding our camp were all dm$ed in more or Jcs& the 
same way* wicb caue-bclmcts* coacse grey doilij wrapped dgbity round 
die body, red cine-bclts with the cliaractcmtic tails and a flat caue- 
hivctiack caninl on the back- Sonxe had brge cloaks of greyish clothe 
and two wore a peculiar kind of tain shield made orhlack fitne* Many 
had firachcTs ui ilicir Imts. and emo man w'ore a liede flufiy cap of Hack 
monkey skin perdxed on Im Iiair kjiot- They wot rarancly fiiendiy 
and secined to bubble over with ch«Tfulfi«^ Tile -man widi the fm 
cap made me try it on and dib was thought a grtat joke. Most of the 
men were front Haja^ and Karq waf obviously proud lhat ids arrange* 
ments had worked out so w'clh Net only had the Api Tanb brought 
supplies of rice for our Dada poners, but thiry had coniE prepared ro 
carry our loads and this etubled me to pay off the worse ^xtusers among 
the Plains Dailas. 

The delight at the suetrsi of this first nucciuig was probably niutud. 
The only outudert the Apa Tanis had erver sem m the vidtiity of that 
romitry were offtem surrounded by large dcom of sepoys with danger- 
oiii4ooking wxapom, and the sight of a (ricudly nailer and \m wifi: 
was on ahogrihcr mml experience:. Any tnitial nervousness ifaerdbrc 
turned co exuberant hiLiity. Out poiirion was much the same. We 
had been told so many stories of the hosulity^ trcachoy and unpredictable 
temper of the hUhncnl* and Governtnent scrvanii and tea pLaiiteis alike 
had been so persistent m tbeh -warnings ogamsc entering tribal territory 
without adcquMC protection that we half believed in the dilfitndx tempetJa- 
mciit of the local tribcsmfaL The friendliness of these Apa Tants 
rcassticcd ui and dci|ijtc our weariness did our best to charm and to 
amuse our vlsiiocs, w'bo teemed os curiom and as easily swayed by 
laughter as ebJUren. They crowded round our teni, touted md 
handled oin bclongingi and were fauiuaicd by the rip fasieiuT whkh 
closed ihe senr door. Wlten they saw the two camp-heds they wanted 
to know whether I dqat oo tic one and Betty oti the othjTi or whether 
wt shared one. The infomtadon that each of m used a separate bed 
was received with astooishTnenL Whm I showed thou my eLretrk 
torch, a loquodous young nun expressed cie keenest appiecuiion of its 
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tiieTtilncs. lit [liLniglii h wouU gtcAtly jidd io dit iiiurmt of 
maluEig in tlic d^k md |>itKrcdi:rd tf> dememtnite Its. ti^ fulM a with 
uiujibtAlablc gestures. 

The cigi^ttJCS which we distribured were esgeriy geoepted, bsit ivhac 
the men redly wanned were rruitchcs. A few of them of&rcd tis eggs 
in cxcitmgr, while others bopcfuUy expected to get them as pfeseitts, 
and that &sL tUi^edng were not disappointed ia their optirniinL 

Ic was gfowijig late when we sai down to ear our dinner, and the 
Apa Taiais, faking off their cane^iicksacks, nmmtagcd in the tLiik irt- 
teriors for the boded rke and pork which they Itad brought horn houw- 
Then they squatted beside our fire piHng dtc food on plartm of hide ajtd 
deer ikhs^ roasting small pieces of port impaled on bamboo spikes. 

Liglit rain fell durnig tive night but next mamiiig wa;s fair and bright* 
We emssed the Pangen riw^ jumping from boulder to boulder* and 
decided that here too a bridge would be necessary if w*e ’Wanted to scoite 
our coinmunkadons at the beghming of the rams. 

Beyond the river there was a steep, slippery slope, and then we 
cniered high foist lit by the blossoms of deep teth bright piuk and pure 
wliitc ihododcndroii. Tl>e Apa Titiit were pleased at our apprcehidon 
of these do’wers and assured ui that many more such trees grew in ihrir 
Irotidehiiid. Wbai I pkked a spray and put jt in my buttonhole, Karu 
eyed it critkally^: he came aid picked off the green leaves, whhdi appai- 
only did not please liii xsthcdc seiasc^ aid then tepbeed die naked bloom 
m my coat* 

We Were stdl cxdced by the beauty of ihca enormous bloi^soming 
trees bppLly set agsrmt a deep blue sty, when we came on a imall 
gbde ui die midst of the forest, a scmlit meadow itudded stiih cil llhic- 
coluurcd ptinuila!. For iis this was the Ijrst spring landicapep ai we ill 
Europe know it. tliat we had 5«n for iivc years and out delight tiiiist 
have been patent, for the Apa Tanis darted licre and ihere gadfioing 
the bright hcadi mco l i ttle bundles which they pressed upon us undt 
DOT hands could hold tio more. 

As suddenly as wr had come upon this flowery cncbvc as suddenty 
we found ottrselves in forrst of quite a diffcnuLE character i we trod 
cm pmo^ierdli^ and walked through colonnades of blue weepbig pine.. 
The Apa Tanis cxptimed, like eager children show'Uig oCsomc clieridied 
pMiesrinu, that thk pine was pccidiar eo the Apa Tam country, for. they 
said, ihirir ancestors liad brought the seeds with them when yt'on and 
Jem ago they had come to the valley from lauds in the far north-ei±r 
1« 
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Kjim atiJ Riki made several altijftjpts co w:irJ tiff the curious but 
cvcnrually they decided tlwt the flnly wic protcebou wii i fence and they 
surP3Uiidcd out loit with a doaUc tdJing of bambofi poles. It w*ks now 
wdl past xwo o'clock and were hungry* So we called lor AbJid and 
he came pudiiiig his way through the throng that $cparatcd us from ilie 
cook with the dishes cam^ wuU above his hcadn He seemed very 
jitonry and liis hands trembled as lie put the plates of dal cakes and wheat 
bread on the table. 

Our Tnanner of eaiiug created new eicitjcmeiit; the crowd surged 
forward the better to «e what we were doing until the railing began 
tQ crack I Katu, ever gukk to deal widi a new sitnatimi, immediately 
otganired a guard* He bailed some stalw^art youibi out of the crowd 
and stationed them on the sutide of the palkadcp thus preserving our 
prcdoiu little vacuum, same two feet from the jostling moU Our every 
movemeiiF drew comment and we ate oar frugal fare to the tneessam; 
clamour of hundreds of voices. The 6m European Luiding on a Sarith 
Sea isljniJ can liatdiy have been the object of gtEiter ciinonty^ Com- 
paratiecly few Apa Tanis had ever been to the plabis of Assam, and Haja 
had laevcr been vistied by an official parry. For die majoricy of the 
Apa Tanw of Haja we were thus the first outsiders on whotn they had 
set eyes. 

After lunch wd w'ould have ItkcJ to visit the village, but Term 
explained tJtat the headmen did not want tu to cum HaJ* muil the first 
excuement bad died down. They feared that thr exdicd crow^tU would 
vwaim f5ver the vilbge and cause damage by ovctloaduTg die bamboo 
verandahs. That ihb w^as a very real fear 1 nndcmcM>d some darys bter 
when PH our first visit co Hang a high Tcrandah collapsed under the 
weight of tpcciators. 

To escape the crowds 1 suggested to Chobin and Rom that they 
should W'alk with m across the fields to the pine-wooda at the edge of 
the valley. Only a modest number of people folio wedL for ven wiiliout 

otir cjmp with the strange figures of die GaBotigs, the Plains Daflas 
and our Assamese servants wsa vuffickiit to engage die ncimtion of the 
Apa Tank Once out of sight behind a Liamboo grovt, however, the 
rwo hftadioHi changed tbetr minds and, quickly timiiiig down a nartow 
gyllqi\ led ui into the bidb vtnecu of Haja where granaries built on piles 
stood in dij^y packed rowr. 

A short dimb brought us to a duster of houites and fitmi an open 
plaitcum on the top of a hillock we looked down on the roo& of tbji. 
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It was a surprising and bcauiifijl figliL HuUilrcds <uiii buiulf^tls of bouses 
—I la[« foEjud tbere were six huudieJ aaJ forty-Hhdr high gablfid 
roofs thatcbetl with ydlow auJ grey rico-straw, were oowilcd lOgcdtcr 
within a circle of wcU-tcjidcd groves of bamboo and piitc« Use aiwl 
there the pinb blossoms of fruit trees broke ibrough the n^uLirity, and 
high above the gables rose tall poles bearing asscUed cross-beams that 
swayed in the winiL These, I was told, were used for the iehs gaitie 
played on festive occasions in the spring. 

A oanow street flanlccJ by houses raised on high pile* led LS into the 

village, and as we passed, th^ vetandahs fiUed with women wrapped m 
loose j.ickeis of grey quilted cotton. The street opened im to a Small 
piazza and in the centre stood a rectangular ptatfi^nn some five feel high 
on wIiLcb we were invited to sit Such plarfbtius, made of eitortnoiw 
wooden planks ofieu twenty to ihiny feet long and perhaps a foot thick, 
arc used for puhbc gatherings, for no Apa Tani house is spacious enough 
10 hold a large assembly. Beer, made partly of nee and partly of millet, 
was liaitded round and, before drinking, we followed our hosa example 
and poured aside a libatiijn for the departed. 

We returned W camp refreshed, to find our servants exasperated by 
the importunities of the srghtsceis, and we sat down to dinner waichftl 
as before by bumlrcds of eyes. Even when wo retired into the tent 
and zipped up the door, the crowds nmtained, and their curiosity luid 
ceaseless chatter endured until for into the night. 

The n,.vf (by brought no change in die atdiude of the Apa Tanis, 
We renuined the great attraction to be gazed at and commented on from 
early morning till bte at night. bon 0 before dawn we were awakened 
by bughter and voices outside, defying the cold and the discomfom of 
early morning dgbisecing. At breakfast and ever after we were lur- 
miiudcd by several thmmijd men, women and cltildtcn but now. added 
to die desire to see, there was the wish to traik- Men wanted matches 
in exchange for eggs and women tobacco leaves for pufled niaire ; 
others ho^ to barter chickens for doth, but %ve Iiad ro liLisband our 
trade gpods, for most of the cloth we had been (o carry with us was 
required for the purcHase of such basic supplies as ijce for staff and porters, 
and couU not be expended on luxuries for our own table. That rice 
was avaifoblir loeally. mi that the Apa Taifi were prepared to barrer it 
for salt and litdim miU-cloth was soon apparent, and this not only 
fodlirated our transport arrangements but ofihred great possihiliries for the 
devdopraau of the Api Tani countiy as a base in the following season. 
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The Apit Titjjf 

Once haJ cimd the pine fofrai, we licopped a^teadity alang a 
well^octdcn padi anti witlim hairaii hour came out into open cxnintry- 
On the edge of the forest we were halted by a scene of excraordinar)' 
beauty. An iiplaiid of flower-stodded meadows and tredesf hillocks 
attended into the dim* misty distance. The day had tumed dull* but 
in the hazy atmosphere this particular laiulseape appeared all the mnre 
tlreamlilct and unreaL We sat on a grassy bank, aid wondered at the 
violets* the white strawbmy flowers^ the delicate green of the curled 
&ouds of young bracken, and the bmba tipped with the Gist pde buds 
of spring. 

But this w-as not the moment to Itwc ourselves in the adniiniikm of 
a landscape. Urged on by the Apa Tanis we folliowcd the imsmth path 
towards a broad, qmcily flowing stream. It was unhridged^ but before 
xvc could take off our boots we Were Uftccl by snong arms and earned 
across the water. On the other side of the stream we came upon i 
small herd of mithan (6<?r fennMlit) standing knee deep in a sliallow' pool. 
They wm fine animaU, some black with the luim while scoci^gs, 
some piebald aud others white with patches ofblack on back and neck. 
White mliiiaii arc unknown in the Naga hiils^ and 1 believe aim in 
Burma^ but I had seen sudi animats in die Abor hilh. There were aim 
some cows of the ordinary Assamese breed* but in this wondroui country 
they bad grcaily improved their appearance and had grown long and 
furry coats^ 

Soon wre came to the first rice-fields, small fcnccchiu plo!s bearing rbc 
stubble of die last harveiL These, we were toleh belonged tn Hang 
ami we had not gone very far when we met a band of men who Lad 
obviously been czpeaiiig tu. Unlike the Apa Tanis canying our loadv 
they were bcaudfiilly dres^d iu lotig white doaki with broad cdmircd 
btirdcrs, and some wore red rhododasdfon blmKims iu their dock black 
hair. Two ofihc new-cqnicfSp men of tall ttature and ruddy ccmiplezkm, 
WOT described as kinsmen of the chiefs of Haja, but ileipiic our itkfuUy 
gestures thev mamtaiiied an air of studied itidiffinetice and went to follow 
us tmobtnmvdy ac the end ofour column. With their arrival the mood 
of the Apa Tanis changed. The exuberance of the previous evening 
and the exMlararinn of early motiiing gave way to a quiet purpose fijl- 
neoy and even Kara, who had kept so oousdentiously to out side, 
encouriguig ui with help and advice, dropped bddnd ami secuiijcd anxious 
to avoid ccdivcmdon. 

We had arrived on a ttecksa wind^vept rid^ lying dose tn a 
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Great Bi^mcr 

xvTKxlcd migc th^t scpmm dwr Apa Tani valley fiam the hnA of ihe 
Dafla village of Joranu Tvhro the Tanis put down their kaiK 
deckring ihat this was where wt must camp. We protested that the 
sun was still high tn the sky and that thete was ample time to reach the 
village ofHaja before dark. No, they saScL this was a much better camp- 
site than any we could find near Haja vilUge ; they pointed to the 
wooded bills and the stream mondriiiig through flovcqty meadows^ 
H«c, they said, there was ample w^ood and wjicr, and near an Apa 
Toni village tidliier would be available, Betty md 1 survcj^cd thu 
exposed ridge vurroujidcd by treeless liiliocks with growing appithcnsion. 
The Apa Tanb lud themselves advised i difficult rouE through im- 
mhobited country $o that we might avoid encounters with potentmlly 
hostile Daflas. it seemed altogether iinreasonabk to lead us^ now that 
we had gained their own councry* to a camp-rite within smfcing diitaDce 
of JornniH a large and notoriously warlike village, which some twenty 
years before liod been burnt as a pimisUnicnt for raiding into the plains 
of Assam- 

Yct, there was nothing we cotJd do. To force the issue and go* if 
neoesuiry without luggage^ to Haja would have been miwise. Chobin 
—to wlium our guides referred as cluef—had not come to meet m and 
the men ptesciit seenued to be acting under orders. To rush things 
might liave prejudiced future rrladous and wonld certainly Imre appeared 
muhgniiicd. If we WTre douhtfui as to the security of the proposed 
campritc, we could not admit our nervousness to the Apa Tonis- 

So WT? niiiic tvmjt jnErte i manmif jeu and found a shallow ledge just 
behind the ridge that offered a hide shelter firotn the driving wind. 
The Ap Tani cmieK inuncdiately set to svorit organiring our camp. 
Some went to fetch wood from dw: forcsn others brought water, and 
the rest helped in crccring shelters, Thev w'erc tuo&t d£dem and w^bcu 
the tents w^ctc up we paid cadi man two rupees, a box of matches and 
a leaf of tobacco. Money, as we wde soon to diicovet, is not much 
goi>d in the Apa Tani valley* but these were men who went ocoriotmJIy 
to the pbinsand mideniood the s^alne ufsilvts cobis. We gave dgarettes 
and match-boxes to the disdainful gentlemen m the gorgeous dnaks and 
these they gmdomly accepted, ^eicaftez withdrawing to a ncathy 
hiUock from wluch they could watch our cjounp. 

After a litdc* Rjtu* PiU and Rika came to say good-b)x* They 
would go Et:^ their houses^ they said, and remm to us in the morning. 
"We tried to persuade them to change cheir mmds* but they wxre deter- 
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Bijrict mid DiplotitMy 

mined, and this again miiwd a somewhat ilisturbing sign. Rajoni, who 
used to tDurmg with rscofted parties gtew almncd, fearing not 
so much that the Apa Tanii W led us into a trap of thrir own devisiog^ 
but that having of the hostile intentioas of neighhoudng DaAas, 
thc>' were anxious to db^ocute themselves from onr party; 

To clear the atmosphere I walked over to where the promineiit- 
looking meu were sitting and drew' them iiuo convemtion. Through 
Tcnii I explained that we liati come as friends, wichout an armed scort, 

' and diar we llOpctl to stay with tlicm in their villages and Icam soniething 
of their emtoms and ihcir way of life. Tlib speech evoked many 
signs of absent, a nodding of heads, and a few- police weirds iit reply. I 
explained diat as visitors to their country w expected the hospitahey 
and proKcdon due to gueiB and that w-e would Like the three meni 
Karu. Rika and Fila, lo stay with us that night so that they oaiild explain 
otir presence to any one who might come upon us tmawaries. Tlie man 
cotrsulted togetlier,, and after a little delay I was pronused three men. 
Earu and Pib tvctc to terum to Haji, but EUfca widi two other Apa 
Torus wmdd remain with ns in tamp. 

Mauvrhib, more and mote men came w^alking over tbe downs to 
sec uiy and 1 was pleased to scic drat some of them Mh'cfc accompanied 
by children—always a good sign iu a doubtful skuatioji. Gradually the 
tension eaKd» and by the liine we sac down to a cup of badly needed 
tea, wo were $tiftxitsndtd by btefciied and Uughkig speenrors. One 
man's eye frH on our table And without a word he picked up Betty s 
knife and, pnrung it into tlie sheath at his wakr, oHcred her hb own 
formidable mstnimcnt in exchange. I-Jow' was such a gevtorc to be 
taken? We had hardly time to mate up our minds, for another 
spectator lepeaied the pToccdure with the kiifc beside my plax. I am 
^rald our exchange partners roust have bad a poor impression of 
Europeaji pcKluos, for our carop cutlery wa ill-suited to such arduous 
ra<lg\ carving up p%s or f^hinnkig bow staves^ But the mock is^ory 
handles looked smart at a wairiorV W'abt, and for many months we 
were to set these ornamental weapons carried side by iklc with tfatHe 
that fulGUed more osefal funedom. Having lost our table knives we 
hoped that xhc Apa Tsnb would not extend tlieir barter opcrtnons to 
the crockery and offer us deer-^skins for plattets and hambfXi vessels for 
teacups, t liad, however» no time to contemplate such emisgeficiesi for 
a long side of irooked pork was pushed under my nose. I used my newly 
acquired knife to d as h a small piece off the ]oim* md Uter we had the 


Ttic Green BarTier 

mai att imo soaiiihlcd ; it was good chat 1 was sorry tim I 
had taken^so modest a porttoiu 

Many tnen ofTtred m oac egg for one box of maldbes, but one 
man wanted two strings of red beads for four eggs, and prcfcTTcd to 
take back the eggs raihcr tKan accept a Sower pticie. At this earSy stage 
in our cradiiLg leladons with the Ap Tams I fdt it would be mjwisc 
to establish unreasonable rates that w'e could not bier mainraim It was 
much better to make outright gifts than to purchase at cxotlncant co^. 

As dusk fcfl, the Apa Tauis began to depart ; in small groups they 
straggled oflTbome leaving us to the cold and the night- A bkmg wind 
blew over the dowii5« and the teppmture dropped to F -1 1 was 
anxinui about the poriris who were not cmly edd but nervous. The 
Piihu Daflas. rris<!d on stories of raids from which their elders had 
escaped to the plaius, were not happy in this londy camp withm range 
of several wardikt villages, and thdr uneasiness was cotmnunicaiird lo 
the Galicmgs and even to our s^iT 1 cannot chum that I was curindy 
free from anxiety, hue to take any pecautions seemed fijrifci and we 
were both so ihcd that once in bed we slept dreamksily through an 
iuiex^cntful tiighc. 
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RIOTOUS RECEPTION 

W E WOKE to finil blue smoke drifmg bito die iznt, Tim porten 
^‘ere cooking their morriing tneik aJid looting down on theic 
didtm we were relieved to see them bughing jokingowr 
ihe steambig pm. The ttrainctl mnoiphcre of ihe previous everung 
HaJ v^ithUed and in the aip moridjig dr even the DaEas Imd regatned 
their good spirits. Wc dressed hinriedly and were sriE at bt^akfw 
when Apa Tams began stiewiing mto camp; they dme* t| seemeiL 
pardy to trade and partly to loot. 

Kam had promiied to return at mnrisei bur when at nme there wm 
still no sign of him nor of any of the more importanT men who had 
bam in camp the previous dayt t dedded m set our for Haja without 
ibcm. If there was any misundctstandiiig our presence could perhaps 
preVdil die ctystallizadofi of a hostile attitude^ and if all was wcE no 
harm would be done by proceeding to the vElagc. Wc left the cunp 
in clucge of Straj and set off up the valley with Terd* fUjoni and Rika 
and a Gallcuig porter to carry a basket of " poilritnl * presents. 

The path over die mllbg hilb was weE imddai and die siifToiinding 
mradowlaiid w-as bright with pnmulx anil other spring Sowerv Every 
few yards came on bands of men. on thek way our cainp, btn 
meeting us on the wayi they turned in their tracks and quietly followeil 
m on the way to Haja. Wc had nor gone far when wesaw Karo cormog 
TOWariU us at the head of a large party, tie greered us with a broad 
smile ^TTil \n anji raised sUo-uHer high. The barbanan Sicgfiicd, dressed 
in coarse tags hacking a way through the Jimglci was traiiifortikcd over^ 
■uigbt into a handsocnef wTU-groomed Greek yotuh, Hii body-cloth of 
hand^woven silk W'as dghtly w'ouiiii touJid loins and rhesr and fionr hts 
should^ fell a wide doak of while quEted cotton , bonkred with bands 
of light blue and red* His lotig^liandlcd swofd bung &01113 fiu-^rnnirocd 
baidric and insiead of a canedicJmec, lie wise an elegant mood of rnmil 
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RwfQti^ Reception 

OD tiii newly oiled liair. Proudly he jmiiouiiced iha± Uaja 
U3, Wc fiho^d send for our Iiiggaigc—Apa Tauis would cafry 
whatever loadi wc could not move with our own portcriL With ibesc 
w’OTili he waved forward the whole condngjoil of his followers and T 
sent tlurni off with i Jiasiily svrimcii note to Siraj tellkig him to pade. up 
the camp and follow us to Haja^ 

From now on our progms resembled a triumphal ptoecssiou- At 
every crosMoad and on every hiUoefc groups of tneo^ wtimen and 
children had gathered to gaze* and a^ we passed they amt ffotn thdr 
vautage-pomts and fell in at the end of the colunm, until the file on the 
uarraw path drew out to such a length that the end audd no longer be 
seen. We must have done tivo or three miles when Koru pomred to a 
ftuall group standing straight and tall on a grassy knolL Here were 
Chobin and Rooo—described to us as ^ eduefa ^ of Haja—who, widi the 
Ap Tanii* sun* scuse of the drarnaric^ had cho^m a place where they 
could receive tis in a poridon that dominated tJve crowd. 

But there wai tto need for a special setting to impresi tis wttli the 
huportance of these men. Roza was a talh slim, old man with a 
wrinkled &oe,a narrow hooked nose and cy« deep set uniire pomincntly 
arched brow's^ The cait of hia fearuret reminded me of cettnin Red 
Indian types and the dignity with which he greeted lu was tJiat of a man 
great and respected among his own people. Chobin, also toll and iUnt, 
and equally s^-poHMcd, was, though a good many years yomigcr, well 
advanced in mi^e age, from Koru^s conversarioii^ we had Judged 
Cliobin to be the mitrtg chkf and Roza the old chief retired from active 
ai&in^ whose consent must yet be added to ChoWffs if we were to enter 
Haja. And at this fint mcetbig, one! uiiLpcd for some rime to come, wc 
tlcalt with Majn ai if Chobm widded juthoricy over the whole village, 
rtreemcdancxceUents%nihatboththeK men had come a> the botdcH 
of iheir village knd to meet and escort us to Haja- They offered lu 
cicedKcr tn large mugs and we drank a few gulps of a rather thurk^ 
white brewn smiled ar once, and Chobin^s gbnee grew fracudly 

as wc drank, and he began to finger and mtaumte our doebes. liii 
attention was caught by the fidd-^a^c% hanging from my should^, 
and he w-as delighted when 1 showed httn how they brought the distant 
hills closer. 

After this brief iimltidE we condnued on our way ; Roza and 
Chobin led the proocKsion, thdf white cloaks billowing iti the breeze, 
and behind cunt the Apa Tanis in tbrir hnndretlsi raoviug one afrre 


Hiija Leaderf 

ttc other in siitglc file ^long die imrow dykei of the rtcc^fidds; to other 
silk the young boys ami gitii raoctl abnss of lu on the yeUow-coJourtd. 
stubble, Lookbg both on the anjdctiis of the day befotr die)- scctned 
CO have as litdc substance as a bad dieani. 

Soon vre left the area of bjUuckj and meadows, oad came to the wide 
expanse of rkoftclds which occupies the whole of the oenmJ bow). 
The first setdement w-c passed was Miehi Damin, the smallest of the 
jevm Apa Tani villages. The houses were built on raised groiuid^ and 
the browns and gnryi of thatEheJ roofs were broken by die pale pink 
and deep rose of doweling ftuii trees. 

The elders of the village stood to welcome us boidc the path and 
after dftnlctng a little more tke^Ker wr rcsuincJ our cqutsc 

through the iioe>4cldi. All this land, said Karti, belonged to bis own 
village of Outa and a few mintites Later we tame In sight of the bouses. 
Bey^d Jay Baja, and ihcrc on a grasjy meadow, dominatod by a huge 
pine tree, was the place which the Apa Tanis had ebrnen fijr our camp. 
It seemed a truly delightful wte, But we had hardly time to apprcdaic 
its beauty for the multitu des following in our wake spilt over the smooth 
tnrf and we ivctv soon the dcnne of a dense crowd ^ of whom shouKtl 
and ptubed in their esgemesi to catch a glimpse of thdr unusual vuttors* 
Women had smuted the btai places under tlic pinotrcc, and granped 
round its cnonntm* trunk they stood watching us with operMnoudwi 
tDtecest, I was amtious to talk to R. 02 a and Chobin and, as dine Seemed 
no cliance of inteUi^blc convcrsaonti as long ai we were packed in a 
iwjyijig CTOvvd* 1 edged towarJi the old pine-tree and made ibctn sit 
down b^idi! me on id pttai sprawling toots. There, below* a gtilkry 
of gig glin g girl$,l tried ro exptak the purpose of our visiL 1 do not know 
how Tnttrl i they ondiasoenl but they smiled pleasantly and promised 
their hdp during onr stay in thdr village, ^ 

There was no doubt of the fticndlunss of the Apa Tanis, Hour by 
hour the crowd grew, and looking over tlic sea of heads, we estimated 
that ai least two diousaiid people tniat have gathered on that gtasay 
patch. About midday out luggage arrived, oiried partly by GaUoogs 
and pardy by Apa Tanis, and Kiru and Rika petsuaded some young men 
to bring bamboos and wooden Stakes with which to rig up shelters for 
die porters and the cook sheds. 

It was quite a to move the crosvd fiem the small areas of ground 
required for our reno md sbcJtefs, and when st bst the amp was up, 
it was equally difficult to preserve it from the pressure o-f ebe onlooko^, 
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Riotous R£a!pthn 

Our merit tmnr iKltate problem vv^s to gqt settled in A pernymctit; ciiiip+ 
The pfcscDi site was not satiiSetury^ for^ though ratnmanding a beautiful 
vieWi it was out of sight of the village.^ sniil had the added disadvanuge 
of bciug one of Haja^s burbl grounds. Wlicii sve went co talk ihe 
qundna over with Chobin and Koz^ we ttsok vdth. us presents of 
blankets for the two keadmoi as well 4$ tnintifi and other Eiinkrts for 
their wives. The gifts appeoted to give mrieh ple^aiure^ epeemtly to the 
wives who giggled at themsel ves in the looking-basses and proudly added 
the strings of blue beads I had given them to ^ innuincTable neddaoes 
diac already hung round their neck^ Having paved the way for a btmness 
talk, we expldndd to Roza and Chobin tJiat as we wished to stay in 
Haja for several months, ^vc would like to live in sometliing more solid 
than a [etiL Would the Apa Tanls^ we en^juired, lend ua a house in 
Haja or build us one in the immediate vicinby ? 

Chobin replied that dn-Te wras no vacant home in the village but he 
w^Ouid gladly arrange for a new one to be builc. Tlieze nugbt be 
difficulry over ihe lite^ for no Haja land could be sold to outsiden, but 
if we chose a Suitable place he would hity the land bimtf'lf and then 
lend ii to us for as long as we required it Of course this could only 
be dons with the owners consent ibr no Apa Tani eodd compel 
aimihtr to pact with his land, 

We set out at once to make a tour of the village. Chobiii sent two 
cager-fjeed youths to show us the wsy^ but it soon becaioe evident 
ihat to find building land tn Idaja would be no easy matter. We undked 
Tomul the oimskins of the village, and then we crossed it back oml forth 
in several places. With the bouses standing as close .as in any medhevd 
walkd town^ asiil every plot fenced in as garden or gtov^e, there seemed 
lirtle chantx of finding any vacant plot large enough for our purpose. 
The only likely spot was on a aznall hllickck overlooking the village; 
but hoe bamboos had recently been planted out, and the owner refused 
to lacrifioe even the smallest part of hh new'ly cmKd gcovc. 

We had despaired of finding a suitable site when Karu, emerging 
from a wdiiipciiiig group of elders, suggested a piece of land which 
belonged not to Haja but to f>Ptn village. He led us across a short stretch 
of tkc^frelds that lay below the Haja granaries, and up on to a s.Tn.-ilT 
gtlss^covctcJ island shaded by a group of maguIfiectiC pineHices and 
backed by groves and gardens. 

We Saw at oapc that this w*aa an Ideal place for a pemianeut camp ; 
it was in a fairly cctuial posirionit and m the g^und was village propeny 
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Startfi far Cuntp Site 

the qiicsdan of ccwnpemslmg an liidiviikal Jid not arise. I talJ Karu 
to Kill the elder* of Duia that I ■stai delighteJ with the islaad. Hut 
itftcmoon an oldish man with a broad Cute and stiuh wdaful eye* 
appeared in camp to cake the omens for ottr stay. He catticiil a small 
and holding it cupptsl in two hands he began dunting in a 
p.. ynliif ring'SOng voitx- Temi, coming up at that mocncRt, whispeied 
lo me that th'* was an tUnsnIoiis priest and one oi the most important 
mm of Duta. He stood before m invoking the gods and spiria of die 
lainh praying ihu thqr thooU fivom out plan of settling on Dnta soil 
Then her cut the chieken't throat, core off one wing and ditring open 
the belly, gazed long and scarchingly at the liver : turning it over and 
over he icnjtmiicd it cnefidly Irom all sdes and then he Inked it. To 
our relief he pronounced the omens fivouiable. 

The priest's name was Chigi Nime. a great character with an itre* 
pressihle setae of hunionr -whom we soon icomr to vahiC as a good 
informant and a stnccTC &ierd. At this hrsc encounter be astonuhed us 
by *iinnirni-Tng that misfonunc would strike us if we paid for cither 
the site or the building of the hoiLscj. Whether Chigi Nime and his 
eo^vilb^ believed in the piophecy ot whether it wa* a wbc sttatagent 
to prevent m gaming penrunent rights on irihal propeny' I never learnt, 
but SVC were well tontcM lo iCccpC the generous ofler of foe land and 
Lbemr. 

Ill the afcmJooK wtf tcumittl co die pfoipcctivp cjnip-sitc. whidi, 
we were told, was called Pape, and pegged out the ground plan for 
our houses. Koj Roza, a man with a folt-rnoon face and pron^m 
indiort which, when lie imi3cd,gave him a tigerish lout, threw hitiaelf 
enihusustkally into the task. He kndi and. bending forward till hit 
aien touched the groimd, used the mcasorc of finger-np so finger-tip 
VO mark offthe wulih and the length- When I suggested that the house* 
he had outlined Keined rather narrow, he declared that all Apa Tanis 
houses were nattoav. No one blew how to build any other kind of 
house than the on« they bdlt in thrir own villaga. Narrow they must 
be, hut a* to length we codd please tmnelves. Tlic men of Duta and 
Haja promised to begin collecting the buihlmg inatefiak at once, but they 
dill not commit tlicmscl™ a* w when the two houses would he nady 
For two more diyi we remained on the burial ground at Haja. The 
Gahong porters, accompanied by a few Apa Taiiis lefi for the plain* 
tel bring up provisions while we fimiiliariffid ourselves with the highways 
and bv-ways of the two villages and pew acqnrintcd with the tcadiDg 
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pc:rsoTuUtic$ Haja ami Duta. Unfortunately the weather ctmigcJ 
for the wot$e, and hour after hotir of lirav^y tain tnimfornicd tlic smootlt 
green turf muiiJ the amp into a brown daycy hog. Our old alpine 
tentt ihongh taking in two pkcci, waa yet the drieit place in amp and 
gradually everything of value we had with lU wai tran&fcrred there. 
Saeks of noe, $Je and flour wdl as the bales of doth^ tobaixo. dgarctte* 
and matches which were om priuoipal barter gocKh, were piled on the 
floor untiJ there was hardly room in which to tnm rounds and the 
interior looked more like a junt shop than a dwcUing-placc. But the 
odiers vrerc eveu wofie dfll Tlic shed used by Siiaj and Temi waj 
an deep in w^tec and rain scrcaJiicd through tlie ajicicni tent which 
ufrvcd 2f a kitclien. 

The curiosity of the Apa Tani*^ on the oihct hand, had hardly 
IcssctseiL Tbrre w’Cfc twenty thousand of diem living in tlus one 
valley, all williin easy wdkbg: distance of our amp, and though the 
crowds w'ho fttsod round our tents must Havc changed flom hour to 
hour, the mnnher of spectators at any given time dirl not appredahly 
dtnuriisL Tlus constant attention was trying enough fort Ikit)- and luCi 
but and Abdula cooped up between saucepans and kitchen para- 
phematia^ began lo wilt under the strain of being stared at mornings noon 
and nighti They were ttntated by the JEllcfuug of small articles whenever 
they tnnit?d thdr tiacks and were terrified when at tught some pbyful 
Apa Tittii twitched the bUnkett fcom dteir deeping forms or tweaked a 
protruding toe* U wai intcresring to sec the dJflcrcnt way in which 
the two boys reacted, Jaifiar, even in the mnst ^sTctciijetl eoiidilioiis, could 
be pcnuadi.'d to laugh, bin no amount of joking would imiiice Abdul 
to treat anything in a light-horted nuiiuer^ The truth was that lie was 
seared, and the Apa Tania, gaugmg bk malady to a ukety, riuglcd him 
out as a moit rewarding sul^ccc fur their endless ptanksu 

As the days passed and there was no sign of the rain stoppings [ 
decided that something must be done. So when i>cxt Cbobin and Roza 
witli sc vend other ciders strolled iniu camp, cheerful and dry uuder thcit 
rain-^hiddb, I rook them round the bedraggled shelmrs^ now ankle deep 
iu mud, so dial they could see for thenisdves our miserable plight, 1 
asked once more if there was not perhaps some liuuse or granary In which 
we could tcniporarily reside until the buildings at Pape were ready. 
But they hedged and voiced all mamkcr of mnigivnigi. At first they 
tried to put m off by sayiiig we would not like the imell of tUetj houses, 
an idea they mmi have peked up from someone in our omp^ but when 
10 
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I pressed tLcm, they came out ivttfi iLe real reason for refusing to allow 
lu to live in the village. Their houses. thc>* c*p1aincd. whrrc on feast 
days powerful riici svcfc conducted, were ilie abode of gods, juvd the 
etitty of itrJiu;«s would surely arouse their wrath. Someone suggested 
that onee more onietu diouLl be taken to see how the matter could be 
resolved, but Chohin side-tracked the issue by propoang dm we should 
all go to Pape, and see how the house-building was progreaiing, " As 
Jong as you arc heie,’* he added, “ all the young men come only to stare 
at you, and no work h done on your house. 

How well Chobiti knew his Apa Tank We arrived at Pape to find 
a mete Ji.'iudFul of men at work on the buddings. The pole* and bamboo 
Rooting were already standing, but everywhere great heaps of bamboos 
and diatching gran lay on the ground utitouched, tied up tn the buudJes- 
in which they had been deliveftd. After somic argument and much 
persuasion the crowd that liad followed us from the village set to wort, 
and evm old Ron iquaned down ajid helped to split bamboos from 
which to weave the wattle walk bJmlicr he nor Chobiu seoned (t> 
have much control over the otiicr viUagcis and it began to dawn on ul 
that the word ' raja ’ which Temi used to daeribe these notables was 
altogether itiislcadhig. With the translation of a tribal language into 
die simple Assamest used as lingua franca such an errnr can easily occur, 
and It was only fonunatc that we discovered tun mistake so early in our 
tebtions with the Apa Taiiis. 

After two butns of CDijaeeodve work, a storm swept up the centie 
of lilt valley and cvcrynOi: sought shelter muier the pine-tree?, two of 
which, being complctdy hollow, ofltred cwxUcnt protecdon. No Apa 
Tani can lemain aknt for any appreciable length cpf tune and before long 
tomfr of them began disoisdiig tiw peecisiiy of felling these hollow trees 
lest in just such a storm as rhi» they fall and squash our ucw'ly built houses. 
Kam, however, had (juite ilcfimn: views on this sub^t; the pines had 
been as hollow rad as tall a? they now were ever rinez: he was a small 
boy, to why should they fall now? 1 agreed with him. The>‘ were 
wonderful trees, some hundred and seventy feet high, mul raudi too 
beautiful to be felled for the sate of a temporary camp, 

The driving tain conlinued to slow up proceedings, and as there 
uemed no cliaucc of it stopping ’wfc dedded that no more wort eodd 
be done lliat day and renimcd to Haja. slithering in all directions over 
the fodilr" rico-buntk fCaru lent Betty a rain-shield made of two layers 
of plaited cane and iiitcdincd with kaf Wding. It gave perfect 
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prot^ctipTi to hcaJ inJ back and forthwitli wc oii^jptcd thii cajy 
method of keeping dry. 

When tlw men ofDitX^ ftto tLid follawed lu to the Haj-i campk 
saw the sorry scare of our icnt$, they began discussing among thcmselvOi 
and after a Httlc, jhey came m us saying chac Kg Tini* a poor irun living 
on die outskirts of Dnea, had dcclaied himself willing to act as our koit. 
If we liketl we couLl move to his hou^ in Duta that evenings 
Rajoni, however^ was not crrhiudnstie ; the amell and die dirt would 
surely be intolerable in on Apa Tani house. Temi too declared that a 
Dafla of hi? statm could not sleep Iji an Apa Tani village and Siraj deddeti 
tbac be would mrli r r coinmue to wallow in die rain and tbe rnuJ of the 
buria! groimd than share tiac home of an Apa Tani hmiily. 

But snicU or no smelt, t was nor pfepated to forgo die oppommity 
of breaking down tribal prejiHiicc, Here was a c hance to prove dial 
norbiug ontow-acd w'ould happen if we ansred an Apa Tani house. 
Besides^, the tiiud of the burial ground had become for me more intolerable 
than any smell could ever be. "We decided to move at once^ and lending 
our tent to Rajoui and Siraj» we departed for Duta before tbc viDagcrs 
oould change drar nundi about atbuitting strangers to their midsL 
^ixh IE WT lookjaffitr, who had suffident pluck and sense of humour 
to cope with Apa Tank, Tatlc^ a young Ddia boy who had worked ~m 
the tea-gaiJcns and spoke tome Assamese and a linle Apa Tani* and 
Cliunkl CLUr cat. 

It was geEcmg dark when we moved with a Crw nccessidei over tbc 
rice>CkIds to Duta^ Kq Ko^ our anmatig &iend with the fangdike 
teethe who still wore our ivory-handled taye^iufe as a symbol of our 
first cncouiiKT, shouldered my dbpateb^box and capered aliead Like a 
faun. Perhaps he was a little dnuik after die day*? round of dnnks 
vrhicli^ in out Iioiiour^ had probably been rather moiie liberal than usiiaL 
He was certaiikly thoic afieedonate than he had been on tbc evtning of 
our first Wely camp. He encouraged tu wich stnik-s and die cxcbmadon 
and now and then he would mni Jind vigorously pat my draki 
Tltcre smiles on tin; fiuzes of the peo^ who watched us pas? 
through the village urcers anti wli^ti wt arrived at tbc home in whiclv 
tvT wcfc to «ay we found Tini the houseboldcf and Chigt Ntmc* the 
priest who two days previously had taken the omens, waiting for os on 
the Tccuidalt. As we dimbed tile ladder Ninur began a long incaotation 
and we paused before entering the house to allow* him to complete what 
was obviously a protective rile. Tadc was incapable of providing a 
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running aiid cohcrmt traailaiiflUi lititl lu gave iis »i idea of the gca^al 
TTiir .ititfi g of the prayers; they ctUed oo the local deities and sp irits tc* 
bloss OUT enttsncc^ bad come frotn a far land at the le^ucst of tiic 
Apa Tanis, an J no evil shoulJeomffofour living in their bomca. Hi nw 
then took a dilcken in hii handt tore off a breast leather tvliiidt be blew 
into the air and cut off the bead and ooc of the ™gs: these he tied, to 
lih wandi and prodainiing that be wis mastet of all evil spiritSi none of 
whom would now barm ciiber us or the petals of die housct he ter up 
the bamboo wand at the uaifimi place in fiout of the bonw. 

E-Uving safeguarded our entranoc against lupemainial dangers, Cbigi 
Mime led US through the smtill entrance hall iiito the dark in tenor of the 
house^ A fire bumt in the middle of a loiigisb toonii an d temnd it were 
gathered a small group of ten or twelve men and wonien> They moved 
atifti- to allow US to sit down by the bearth and warm our haadi at the 
comfomhle glow. Those tlat had come with us from Haja followed 
us ill and soon the room was crowded to tull capacity- Thti. ansious 
lest die bamboo floor, not hthli to bold sucli gathering*, gave way un^ 
the weight of to many visirors. tried to prevent otliert from entering 
by holiuig the door with a stick, ]3ut he was not very successful- 
Again and again some man or vvottian liitcd the l a tch and alter niuch 
argument Tmi was persuaded to let in juw one moie visitor, 

Chigi Nime produced a bamboo veael of ricc-b«t and invited us 
to drink- The beer was clear and good and the mug wean roimd several 
time* but I noticed that only die more impotiiint melt were offered 
TcfTCshmcnt, Meanwhile our host cleaned the sacrificial chicken, remoif- 
iug the immimcs and singeing off the fratliers. He slashed off the limbs 
with ^uick stroke* of his Vniie and, impaled on bamboo sodrs, they wcrie 
set over the fire to na«. We were given the choice piocei and we ate 
them gladly : not only were we hungry, but in this overcrowded house 
we saw no tdunce of preparing a meal th a t night. 

After the cold and damp of our rain-soddco camp we appreciated 
the cosy atmosphere round the fire. "We took off our I^avy bwts and 
the Apa Tanb jcruiinited the thick leather sole* and iron nails with 
immense interest- Chigi Nrnic etied n^e on and was very disappointed 
when they proved too nattow for his widely splayed feet-^ 

Our bom may already have eaten, or they nay have dedded to do 
without dinner that day, for there was no of an efening meal 
Some of the guests, however- gndtially left, l%bimg splinar* of piuc^ 
wood to serve a* totchc* on the way borne, ^ ben the circle had thimiBd, 
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I prodiKed a bottle of country Siejuor mJ gave it to Nime ai a prrmit. 
He poettd mt a little iti a br^ss bowl, amd, v^ithoac u^ting it, Wwlod it 
to Koj With an expecism hut slightly sj^pidom expresHon Bjoia 

tipped* and then widi one gulp cLc cotitcucs. M he swallowed 

the hcry lisjuid be mucked iu his checks; pursed Ms lips together and tlicn^ 
opening diem suddenly^ let out a Uobe dut soun^d like the pop of a. 
cork being draiva j with a broad grin md sparklbig eyes he mutned 
die bowl to the priest- A siruiUr ^^umee of acprcwioiii appcareii on 
the faces of the guests aa each ui tura wai icrved- There was one youth 
who refmnl even to taste tins new beverage, wliik the wife of our host^ 
the only wonuu fdmiinng In the gatherings toolt a taudous sip, but not 
liking the taste spar k nut in disgust- 

On the whole the men drank modciatcly ^ and Nunc asked me if iie 
might take the rcmainclcr of the liquor home. He emptied the horde 
into a bamboo vcs$d slung round his neck and smiled happily at the 
prospcci of a fenther round in his own hoiisr- 

In the cotiifurtable atmosphetc diat settled over the aascmhly, Niuk ■ 
broached the subject whkh was foreiumt in die mtndi of ihe Duta and 
l-hj^ people ; the danger from Licha, the warlike DaHa village to the east, 
for yean, he complained, F trha had robbed the Apa Tank of cattle 
and apEured ihdt men* rdeising dirm only on paytncni of enormous 
ranwims. N lie Api Tan is never 1^ a cliance of fighting the Lkha Daftis^ 
for they aliA'a}'! drunttCLt open battle and ucachcrously ambuilied imaU 
parties &om hideHaun in she jungle. Now we had come they hoped 
that the Govcrnmeiit that ruled the people of die plains w'ould put an 
end to the depredations of Licha and give prattedou to the Api Tanis. 

It appeared that the Apa Tanis were under the impression th.^it 1 hnrl 
come solely in response to the tnessages conveyed hy Kam and his 
coinpiuuDtu, and at ihii time it did not leem uecCiSSary to dkahuse ihdr 
mtndi and tell them dial ir W'ai only hy the metest chance that my tour 
coindJed vddi die appearance uf their etivop in the plaicsL Eut the 
snbjecE of help against the Daflas w^ a very tieklkh cme ^ t replied that 
for llie tuoment 1 liad come to see and to hear and to report on the 
podrkm to Government* but that it w» too late to arrange 
more before the onset of the monsocm. 

The Apa Tanu were not very satisfied with rhk prouoimcenieuE- 
They had beard vague and garbled aceoiuixs of die reccat Japanese 
boiubing of Assam and they otteu saw American plana ftying overhead 
tffi dick way to Chbta . CouLi we not do a comparahtc yn.agk' and 
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hit T from above ? )t ^ouU not be necessary even to cross die 
mouniatm diat Mprounded the Apa Taw valley, for the whole village 
of I if ha, suggested Nimc, could be Jestcoyed from the aif without 
One of us leaving the Apa Tatii valley, 

1 was in a clifficolt pcwiioR. I could tiot of course coinmit GovertH 
ment to any course of acdoii and though 1 knew that GovaBwent nught 
find it necessary to curb die warlike spirit of the Dafla irillitges that lay 
on the toutca to the McMahon line, t was not empowered to make any 
promises. So I hedged, and the sharp-witted Apa Tanis wcce not 
slow to nodcc tny licshatton. 

If we wete iiTuhlf* to deal with Lkha now, persisted Chigi Nime, 
would we not at least hnng soldkn to guard the Apa Taoi country ? 
f ifha would ceminly laugh and *wdJ with pride if we left without 
doing anything in the nutter-. There was no end to this Idnd of talk, 
and man alter man added his pcnuaiions lo Nime t with so rapid a flow 
of speech that Tide Had litde opportunity of oanslating even oTi^<ettsb 
of wha t they said. 

U was getnng late and 1 did my best to break up the gathering- We 
svere thoroughly tired and weary, and had eaten nothing but part of 
a tiny diicken and some puffed rn^iTi* since nudday. Nime 

and the other guests withdrew, 1 hoped that at last should be left to 
ounebesaod that Tim and Ills family would relitc to a neighboui s bouse 
for the pi ghr. But nothing of the kind happened. While Betty and 1 
spread our bedding at one end of the iDom, and Jafiar and Tadc ictikd 
down at the other, our hosts soetched thcmsclvn out on either side of 

the fire- But firsitbey opened a smalt door in the side wall and politely 

showed 05 the sanitary anangements- Under the eaves a narrow th^ 
tan the whole length of the home, and sinhig or standing on this one 
looked down on tn a fenced-in endosure under the house, where three 
tmall pigs eagerly awaited droppings from above- This seemed an 
adminble arrangement, ftilfiUing in the simplest manner the triple 
Hmerion of kitchen sink, nibbidi bucket and lavatory, 

Betty went to sleep at on« and Ttni. wrapped in his doih. was soon 
itiorutg pcaccftdly, but his wife w'ai troubied, and troubled me, as I sat 
by the ftre wetting my chary till two o'doek, by condttunuj coughing, 
Ncvcitlieless we spent Quite a comfortable night. The atmo^Here wm 
perhaps a bit stuffy, but it was warm and dry and the smell was not half 
as bad as Rajoni bad predicted- tn the eaily hours of the morning, 
while stUl itaJfasleep, we hmrd the doors of the house being pushed open. 
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TiitJ hud already raked the asl«a uigether and ^vas putting oa jdiae new 
logs, and whfu we cpcoed our eyes we found ourselves tb: centre ef i 
scnuH:irctc of women all with their eyes fixed oit uk Tini'i wife soon 
left to fccch water in a Large gourd v^sel of the type the Apa Tanis use 
for cairybg liquids, and thw she began cooking gruel in a coarsely 

pOL 

We managpJ to wa^h and tQ hiTc somc brcakfa&i buc eLc iMwds 
began to glitter and. Ttni made frantic efforts to prevent the house from 
being ovcniui. He removed the ladder leading up to the verandah* 
and threatened to. pek the assembled village youth with wbkh be 
had ^cked in a haiet for this pttrposc. Bur being a man of liitle 
in^portanccs be ecmld do nothing agaitiit ibc elders of the counmmity, 
and many an aiscrdve woman succeeded in pushing her way up in 
spite ofTinrs remonstiances. The floor began to oeak and the bouse 
poses groaned as more a^id more people cf owdetJ in. Endeed it xctned 
that the only thing chac could save the house was for us to leave k and 
take the crowd with ns. 

During the day the coustiuedon of the houses at Pape made rapid 
progress* and by five o*elock it was evident tliat at least ours wotild be 
ready before evomig- 

Ai the leading men of Diita and continued in thdf refusal to 
acxcpt payment, partly perhaps ftem pride and partly on account of 
Nunr i piopliccy that we would die if we paid dlher for the site or 
for the houses^ we decided to reward the workers with imaU gifts of 
tobacco and mar rh rs. They were told to collect in groups acrwdmg lo 
vdlngc and clan, and Kam and Tini went about distiibimiig two match* 
boxes and two leaves of tobacco to each mam At first all went wclt^ 
and we were quite impressed by the c0kkncy widi w'hkh they handled 
the ctowcL But when Kara and Titii declared that all had new reedved 
their mvard, there arose a chorus of loud crit*^ from those wlio asserted 
they too bad worked bur had been cmutled from the distribiLtion of 
gifo. Kani and Tini* jeabmiy guaiding our inicMti, made it ilidr 
hmiiirss to deny these cUi n nH Tl^’ abused those claimanui whom dsey 
luspccted of having ulM away t^ day a$ spectacora and there was 
complete pandcmouiinn aa fists were raked and slicks brandklietL In 
the emtsemenr ICam brushed dusters of small boys from the railing of 
our newly finished bousci. and hurled an. unfortunate dog thruugh the 
air, while Tini* tnaking bh way to the bouse tbrough the crow'd* was 
almost mobbed 
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The noise wis terrific jjiJ Ip unahlc to niikc Anyone tniJetitiiiJ or to 
trunsbEC what 1 sitidL fofcuii tnysdf Icamu^ helplessly in a eotncf of the 
vetandAb* while the Apa Tanis striked below in wliat iceined to be 
the begUnung of a free fight. 

RaJonL who liad for many ytiars been accustomed to the aTguments 
qf cxdtcd mbcimeti, said afierwari dm he had never watdied such a 
sc:eiie. Hod die men been Daflas. be added, ihey w'oulJ certainly have 
drawn their swords and bloodshed would have been hirvicable. 

Noe until late in the evening did dw nouc subside and we enjoy 
die camforc of our own house. li wai just what we wanted* Built 
on pileSt it wns above the dampness of the ground, and die new bamboo 
floor looked frcali and dcaiu In front a shore ladder with sis: rungs 
led up to a verandah which was partly protected by sidc-walJs and the 
protnadiiig fooE The main roam, long and nanow ju shape, was big 
enough eo accommodate cwo camp-beds and our personal baggage* and 
diere remained juJEcient space for a imall gath ering round the firc^ which 
was built on au cartben hearth hi the centre of the room^ The back ot 
t he bouse wa$ pardiioned off to make a anioU baEbroom* But as we 
did not iminid to beep pig^ oui sanitiry arrangemeucs were not in 
Apa Toni style ; we had a lirtlc hm built over a deep hole in the gnaund 
at some distance from the back door. 

With a solid roof over our heads and a cosy fire at wlikh to warm 
oundves^ most of our matenat troubles were over- Food too was no 
great difilculty. We wot able to baiter rice, eggs and some vrget^ 
ables* and occafionally a piece of srnaked potk. The riect it is was 
mostly of a coarse red vafieCy. and tile Icaiy vegetables toihet tasteless, 
but with communicauam ai prccmdui os they were, we had no other 
cliukc but to cemteat tnindvea Viith local produce. Wliat we missed 
most was milk for our icaj for Apa Tanis do tiot tuilk tlKif cattle^ and 
powdered nuJk was then nnobiaitiable in the bazaars of Assam* in tbe 
Naga hills T lud lived largdy on chickens, bat the Apa Taius fixed the 
exchange r^tc of tlirir fowls so h^h that we could nor atford dirau 
Once or twice we pttrchoied some venison from a successfid hmiTcr. bin 
as a rule we fed mi ricCf ihap^i made of wbcoi: dour broughc from the 
plains, dei, some Apa Tom greens^ and strictly rationed ^iiaodties 
of butter, mg^tr and tea, h was a diiU but adequate diet and life among 
the Apa Tanis provided, suffioent novclt)', dittractioii and variety W 
make u$ caretcK of ttich material things aa foexi and djuik. 


J7 



3 


RAIDS AND RANSOMS 


W E coutD not hiive dioscn a more bcsuitiful ipot faE* otic house 
nor TOC dm mote lavoutably pbeed for the obserradTO 
of Apa Tanj life. From onr vcrindah we looked down the 
whole length of the vallcyn whichj strctchhig soudiw^rds for neatly lix 
tnil^v lay cranqtni and lovely wkhin a ring of didtcring hilk^ To the 
west, a few minutei' walk aertm 3 narrow tongue of rice'-ficldj, lay the 
twin villages of Elaja and Dnta and: heyond, i litde to the sontk but $dU 
dole at bluid, were Midii Bamiii and Mntkog Tage- Hari stood on 
the vdky^ eastern rim, a compact group of houses framed wt dark 
pTTtrt. and backed fay mountain pdng to dole on iq,ooo fret. While 
to the nonh« beyond a low dd^ and just out of sighl^ was Bda, the 
largest of all Apa Taiu village. 

During those 6m days of out stay the fruit meet were in bloom. 
The edge of the island was fiingcd with flowering peai, and patcihes 
of pink peach and deep red prunus brightened the groves of pines and 
bamboos. The concrasts of colours and sbapcf in this heavenly valley 
never ceased to delight us and often we would sit and Vi'andcr at the 
ettrve of mound and hillock that so perfectly broke tlie flatness of the 
central bowl, lending it enchantment where oidy mouototiy might 
have been. Often at sunset sve would pause m the day's work to watch 
the fmested hills tum purple ^ve the stubhle-covtred fields spread 
like a golden carpel ever the valky bottom. Thai we would writ fbt 
chat mag^ moment when the thinly eiched line of Tibetan cranes (jgmr 
nr^'rolli^], Byh^g in a giant V across a yeUowifig sky, rctomed to foost 
In the gardens beside our hoiise^ 

We had hoped that oacc we lived iu a house, the Apa Tanii* curiority 
would chc a natural deatli, but this was not to be. Dur verandrii 
remained the focus of attcnriotip and the ccncral poridon of Tape on 
the paths irnking four of the seven Apa Tani villages facilitated the 
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visits df iighocen. Many a panef-by who Iiad oti hour to spare wouhl 
dainlicr up and iiukc himself comfortahle on our vciamlali, and during 
[he first months wc lived largely iti the public gaiar. Even in our 
so^aikd * batbioom * wc had btde privacy, fi&f the Apa Tanb mmicd 
thcDisdvcs by mahing pccp-boles in the bamboo walls, slcewciing their 
kiiifc^pomw inio the bamboo lattice so that they might spy on oiir 
abltitioui. As tbc days passed we grew quite hardened to this perpetual 
prying and expert at giugiagT &om the height of the cyo-boles, whether 
men, women or children were the uninvited spcctarofs^ 

Among our first fcniul visiton wa* Talyaog Bofcr, one of the 
cLm-hcads of Bela. His narrow, well-on face wore a gay. whinisical 
expression. Wiry, slender and swift of movement be suggested a 
WDodland sprite, rath[:f than an elder of a large village community. 
When I dunked Hm far coining (o sec me and proposed that I should 
pay bim 3 return visit ncltt day, he hesitated. At any other rime we 
would be Wtlronie, be said, but to-njortow the villagera would be 
engaged in certain cccemonics. Further quesdonhig drew &om hini 
the ^fboiiatton that next day die villagen were to celebrate the &nal 
rites connected with she diiposal of a hand mptuied by bis kinsman 
ftntn a Daila of Pcmir. 

[ had heard that DaEu pcrfbnned rites with the hands of slain 
enemies, but I did not know that the Apa Tanb n» valued thb type of 
trophy. Careful to betray ncidicr satprise not disapproval, i told Bokt 
that T would very much like lo see the ccTcmoiiies. tn that case, be 
replied, he would welcome its to tbc ttiiuttphal rites, 

Bokr bad hardly departed, and wc liad just sat down to our midday 
meal of red rice and dal cuiry, whoi a bawd of young mea ftom Han 
scrambled up on to the verandah dounsbing a large side O'f bacon. 
Would we like to buy it ?—Y«, we would be pleased to do so. What 
did diey want in c&clunge ?—The price, they saiti, was teas strings of 
ted beads and if we had no red beads, then they wanted wluic bcndi. 
t sboolc my bead sadly. We had no beads left, but we would like the 
meat and were ready to pay for it with money or with salt—-No S 
tJiey were not intcrKtcd In salt or money. They wanted bcadx. 

The arguinait continued in dib sterile fbhJon undl Kara and Tiiii, 
iufiiri atctl at the boys* obsdnaty, bounded up the ladder and showered 
diem with abuse. The next moment a sword Hashed, and T saw Karu 
draw ids knife, and lunge. As I caught Kara » arm, Betty Bung hcnelf 
at the Uati swordsman so that both mady tumbled olT the verandah. 
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OtIiCT hysjaitdcts helped to Kparatc the combiunts and tbc Hari youths 
WOT hurtied away ; they retired co die edge of the tnrf where, lur* 
rounded hy their own people, they stood ounhig Katu and Tiiii. 

After a little i wait down to try and rc-ejtahltih franiUy reUdotii. 
The Han youths \%^efc vecy aggrieved- They had come pe343:iiJI>\ 
tlicy deebred. to trade dicir pork for my heads. Why should the Duta 
and Haja men abuse them as though they' were common thieves ? After 
some argumime i succeeded hi calming their wrath and bought the 
potL for five mpeesL Wiih this, t assured them, they could buy red 
beads ftoni us when die porters brought fi:esh supplies from the plains, 
and to imooth over any unplcauiJiciicss ! gave them each a few hoses 
of tnatdies and a small quantity of tobacco. 

Later I explained to Raru and Tini that although [ fully appreciated 
their solicitude^ they should not loose rheir lempcrs in our service^ Lf 
they must shed blood, they should not Jo it on my vemndali dniing 
lunch. 1 did not mind barxer at breatfast^ bur objected to murder at 
mrals^ Nevertheless, k had. jH looked very fine I A Sfmkespearcan 
scene in Apa Tani dress. 

The 2ist of Marehi the first day of spring, was cold and ndny. Ai 
miilday the theirnomcter scarcely reached $2 degree ^id as none of 
iUl had coats whidi could be called warm, we all luficred in the un* 
expec&ed coliL Once inside the house, herwevef, "wc wot tolerably 
eomfcrtablc. The bla/e of an open fiie tadlam at Lcait gocxl cheer 
and fiom our camp-beds, w'hich itood at light angles to other, 
we were both able to ibrow on new logs without getting out of our 
blankctv It was only when the whid blew' th at we were badly offi 
for our dwelling stood on piles and die Aaon and walls woven ftom 
plaited bamboo shook in ev'ery puff of air and in normy weather olicred 
about a» much protccdon as a suspended bird-oge^ 

For days the Haja men had talked of giving me a Bill accgmit of 
their grievances against Ucha, and at ta^ ic was arrangied that there 
sbnultl be a meedng midcr the pbir-tfcci below our house. At the 
appointed time the cldm of Haja and Data arrived in force, bringing 
with them bundles of sliort i a long bamboo rod was dragged 
into the centne of a latgc drdc and scveril hundred Apa Tanu gathered 
roimd 10 watch old Roz;;i set the Sc^ie for his opening speech- Sqizaidiig 
donvii he atmigcd die sticky fi'om his bundle in systcniaiic order, leaning 
them in a mw against the bamboo rod. He gioupcd the sticks by con¬ 
necting them in clirccs„ fours or fives with horizontai ciofs-bar^ and 
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An Anibush 

begin h» tab. ebeefcing ihf poiiitj igaiust the bamboo Each 

group of uUjr lock* tTpmscnoril an indilent. atid the iniivuUul sdeks 
^tood for the losse? in mithan* valuables, and pcrjoits lulled or captured 
wlikh tlie Nada dan bad sulfciTd. 

Mjost of the inetdents wlricb Nadi Roza iccounicd at great length 
seemed to be snaigtiiforward cases of kidnapping for the ^e of the 
high »B 50 iiii the Lieba Daflis could extract fiom the Apa Tanb. On 
tlwr face of it, ir appeand tliai the nsbhen beyond die westcni bibs had 
Jof ur tcnuikibly well out of this pankulat type of banditry. But did 
old Roza tell the whole story ? Were all these arracks o» Apa Tanis 
unprovoked, or was there perhaps another side to the rale ? If there 
was. we would certainly not learn it from Ron* He was out to prove 
that the peaceful and unofiending Apa Tanis were harassed by the 
wicked men of ti rh^ and every indtfcnt he recounted bore out this 
contennon. 

Quite recently, he complained, tm men of Lieba bad ambinbcd and 
captured hh nephew. Nada Neha, while he was out hunting on the 
borders of Haja territory. For four months be had been held captive 
in Lieba, and the rariKitti wlikb had uldraaiely to be paid co^t^ of 
one miihan, two brass plates, two Tibetan bdls. two Assamese silk clodu, 
tw'o swords and one axe. 

Such captures for the sake of the raJisoim the Apa Tanis were pre¬ 
pared to pay seem lo have been the order of the day. and later Chige 
Niiuc related a number of rases in which he had acted *S go-between 
and negotiator. As a priest and a practised public speaker, be was a 
great believer in derail, and be prepared hh account even more cbborstcly 
than Nada Roza had done. After invoking the gods, swearing by sun 
and eanh that lie would teC tlie truth, he laid out some bimdrcd and 
twenty rally Certainly his memory was reniarkiblc for he 

remcnibcted every sword, doth and piece of pork or beef that had 
ever figured in a tiznsacuiHi between the Apa TanU and the DaHu of 
Lieba. 

Nime began his account by ddng the case of Pun Pc>ng and Pur* 
Tide, svho bad been captured in the previous year while working in 
the forest dose to Haja. 

" Tdl us whai happened to you," said Mime, cumhig to Pura Tade, 
who was sitting next to him. 

Tide seemed tducrant to idaie hii adventures, but eventually was 
coaxed into idling the story. 
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** while we were rutting cane in the forest/* itc sdtl, " four mm 
of lictva atid four of Bbbu felt upon There w'as no climce of 
escaping for dlCy WTre a^ht and we wetc Only two. They bound 
our liandis^ imd fastening rope^ Ed dm liiir-kndts led us auray like dng> 
to be ucnfked. Wc walked througk the forest for i w^holc day mA a 
night and on the ne?Ei morning we reached Bbbu village- 

" Thcte OUT Ugs were cncaied in and our left anm hamcEiered 
numb with ilie hlnni edge of T^vorcb* We could crawl about umde 
the home btu the pain in our left anus and ihc logs 00 our legs prcYCiircd 
ui from trying to escape. The home in which wc were hdd captive 
belonged to Bcbi Tcm* a great warrior and; an ally oflitlu. He asifured 
m that he bore us oo iU-will* but that he held m eo ransom to oblige 
his friends ia Licha." 

At rhlsSOLge* Nime took over the narrative^ and Eold how the vicdini* 
families had waited in vain for thdr return fi- mw the forest- When the 
EDcn had been missing for rhrcc dayi, the Haji people hegan to suspect 
foul play and they sent two rneOp Kago Takar and Plagang* to 
l i eha to End out w'hat had happened. Both tltt^ mroengcra weto 
poc^ men and thetefort in no duger of bang captured, for like otJiLr 
l>allai the Lkha men do not kidnap men whom none will rantom. 
In Licha tlic two Haja TUEti stayed the ntgkt in the house of a E>aBa 
acqEiamtancc^ and thett they heard t b^ t the missing men were being 
held captz^ in Blabu. They returned the next day and reported what 
ihcy had licard to the ddcn of Haja. 

“Then I uvas asked to act is negotiator/* continued Ckigi Nime:. 
" With three Apa Tani compaiuotis t went to licha and I engaged five 
Daflas with whom I am on fHcndly lemij to act as go-hctwxcns and 
help me with the uegonadoioi. I had taken with me four TibcUit bdfi* 
bur the Lklia nioi were ncs^t content with these and in the end I had 
to return to Haja to fetch three mithan and Yarious valuables winch 
the DaRas demanded as ransom fesr ihr two capdves, 

“ For Pura Tadr wc paid two mithanp fom Tibetan bcUsp three silt 
cloths, otic white doth, font Apa Tans cloths bordered in colour, three 
brass plareSp three Tibetan irwordsk three Apa Tani iword^ four axes 
and fom* hoes. The ransom for Pegapg was a little less and aniounied 
to one mohaai, rwo Tibetan bdls^ chree bfass pUtes, duet Apa Tani 
clodiSr rwo Tibetan sw'ords* two couuiry swords^ two axes ami dglit 
pounds of salt-^^ 

Nimc added chat* besides these ransomii. appieckbk fm wcie paid 
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to di^ Lkiup Ht rcmcTubcnetl anj cBumcr^i^d thcx 

fcc3 da^ii ID the: pctuid of For bis scmces diicf pcgjQtbtor 

Chigi Mime Eccd?cd ont Tibetin swoid^ fane Apa Taiii sword and foar 
pounds of salt, wbkh scezned to me a ratber modest reward nompared 
to the fees paid to the Daila mediators. 

But it was tuJt only to effect the rcsoiic of captivt krn^mm that the 
Ap Tanii sent tlicir ihtcwd piicit oa dipTomark jnitdotu. He wat 
mote frcqnrtiily employed m seeutc the tekase of cattle smliru by Dada 
marauden fimm woodlanil grazing groimdt> Apa Tani midun do not 
live in the inccnsively odtivaicd valleyi where they weald do incalctilahlc 
harm to the fences and fieldti but arc left to graze ip a semi-^iid seatc 
in the wwded country that lies between the Apa Tani valley and the 
surrounding Dada vilJages. 

Nkne told, us how a few moiitlit previously he had been, asked to 
negotiate die teturn of a mi th in cow of Haja which Licha Sera had 
stolen from La grazing groemds. in dm afi^ N im e had souglit tbe 
assaitance of two Dadas^ one of Tdo village and the nther of Licha* 
and finally d&cted the return of the tnitban cow against the pyment 
of Cine mkhon calf, otic large pigt one hm$ platc^ two cloths and one 
sword r the DaHa mediators tccdved the comhined fees of four clodiSt 
eight ponndi of and one brass cup, while Mime was paid one axe 
and twelve pounds of sali^ When 1 remarked that tbe ransom pud 
tbi; the mithan cow appeared to me more than the value of die imdian 
icseir, Nlmc ailmittcd that diis was so. 

"^But we Apa Tinii mult lauiom our auimalsf^ he explained, if 
sve lefi them in DaAa liands die ipintt would be offiankiL" 

Ic leemi to be a point of Lottottr lo eB^t the leLum of a sioleu 
animal just as it is a paint of honotu to ransom a capmred kinsman, 
and thh ammde may be coimecteJ with the prrmge-value of mitkan. 
Hdng neither milked nor used as draught or pack anmuds, these domesde 
hbon are only kepc for the sake of their meat, as iacrifin.a| animals^ as 
aymhoh of wealth and aa currcTicy for all cCTOnoiria! payraeius and 
land transaciioiis. 

Tile icladoiis between the Apa Tams and the I>a3as were of a peculiar 
nature and it was a lung dme before I began to understand tlie mie 
hnport of the foul with l which loomed so large ui all discussions 
with our Apa Tani fikneb. From die evidence produced by the Apa 
TattU it appeared that a gang of bald and unscnipulaus Dafias* concen* 
trated in the group of settloncnta loosely known as Licha, had takpi 



oftd 

10 die capturing of mm anJ mitli:iii for pcirdy mcrocnary purpose^. 
They relii^l on the Apsk Tanis pclqtxmjx to tike concettod md decisive 
actinii and fat on die rauimiii individual Apa Tanii paid for the 
rctnTii of their captured kin and cattlt. In this die itteti of Lkha were 
fninotdLrurily succcs^fiil for. witlmm exposing tlKimdvc* m open 
fight they crept dose to die lorc 5 t paths ferquented hy Apa Taiiis and 
captured umny an unsuspccriiig woodcotrer or hunter. At Koine in 
the forest and expert in handling the bow* tliey oEjtniancfDvrcd the 
Apj Tauis^ who lived in fear of the DaSas' poisoned arrows. Never* 
rhflf^ the iiLaction and potky of appeasement of the large Apa Tani 
tribe Was dijficLJt to uuders^andH Man for man the Dailas might have 
been better Eghtm, but why, I wondered, did not the Apa Tams exploit 
their vait superiority in numbers and crush Lkhi with a forc:^ of over¬ 
whelming ftrcngih ? 

Tljc key to this problem lies bi the fact that the rclationihip between 
Haja and Licha h not one of unrcmilient hwrtiUry. Tlic economiet of 
the Apa Taim and the Dadat arc corapleincntary and each of the seven 
Apa Tani viUagct hat hcredkir)' trade dcs with those Dafia and Min 
villages whose kndi adjoin its hnndiig grounds. Thin Baja and Lkha 
are traditioiial trad<>'partiierS| even though their tcLirionf have often 
been matted by savage fends. 

'iTu!: Apa Tank ate primarily agriciikuEalists^ who desphe the con- 
cemnLtkan ofa Urge popubtion hi a very Uimtcd space, produce a surplus 
of rice. For the raising of domestk animab. however, Utcrc h little 
scope in thek btznmvtiy cultivated valley, and tlior rcqnkcinetits of 
animab for slaughter and sacrilke arc Urgety met by imports. Tile 
DailaSt on the other handi. ate indilEncnr cuhivamr^ but have at tbeir 
disposal vam grazing grounds and a considerable apritnde for breeding 
cattle, (dgs and goats. Trade relaricns based on the exchange of surplus 
Api Tam rice for surplus Dafli orMiri cattle is therefore to the advantage 
of bods tribes^ 

A Dafla or Miri in tiecd of grain usually coinci himself to the village 
of an Apa Tani £kmd and tf he succeeds m eemduding a deal, he atid 
ilie members of his family carry' the dee back to their own vtlbgc. 
Usually the prkx is paid at oncep and 1 have seen prmpeedve buyers 
crosskig the hills between the two territories driving their cattle before 
them. But to needy DaHas the Apa TarUs sometimes give rice on 
ciedit and quaneh arbbg fiom a faUtirc to pay such debts have been 
the cauic of many a btood-feUfL 
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The Ap Tanii icem incInicJ to use tlicic idv^ctt of grain as a 
meam of raancrutrriiig tbeir clcbtiont mro a tcLuiouship of ckpmiEnce, 
Afcording ta Ap4 Tatii ciucom ii h perfectly regobr for a man imabL: 
lo repay a loan to work fm his tkbior luib! ii iiai been cIcimL But 
although ail tmpccuniDus Daila, who has perhaps guarretL^d with lus 
Ovrn village, may temporarily accept a pcwitmti of economic tlepcndcfict 
hjardly dhcingin^blf from the stams of □ sbire, he will often gr^sp 
the first opportunity of going b^ck on hh hargabi and making good his 
escape. Such one-rime bond-servants have often used thdr familiariry 
with the Apa Tani country and Apa Tam personalities to the deoirnent 
of tilde fbnuei' masters jnd have acted as guides or even as die leaders 
of raiding parties. 

Cattle robbery and kidnappiTig wew notmalty not sufficient cause 
for the severance of aU jtaAc relatiom betw-ctn two villager and even 
in miirs of tauion a measme of trade was maiutatned by skvn and 
poor men who could go backwards and forwards without fear of 
capture. 

Such was the posicion us til shordy before our arfi vsd. Apa Tani 
slaves went to Licha and bartered pigs, tobacco and coctem for salt, 
swords and doth \ am! even in the previous year soiite Ilaja and Duta 
ruen had sold large quantitici of tkc to D.iflaa of Licha* who. unable 
to pay the w^Hole price, were indeblx:d to individtial Apa Tanu. 
i aied the dden why, tf die siuurion was so desperate, did thL7 rmt 
fotbid trade with Lkka and thereby cm off"ail her siipplici of Apa Tant 
rice. They answered that the enfuroanctic of such a general boycott 
was beyond chdi poivcr; there would alw’ay? be people who wonld 
put considerations of personal gain before the intcTests of their village. 

But now things had come to a Jwad* Siuct our accival in the Apa 
Taui valley all tmde with lirha bad ccasetL Tlic Licha men had aa^ 
notinced ihai anyone foming froin Haja of Duta would bt kilkd nud 
iJiey would wipe out any Govemmeue pony Lhoi dared to approach 
Lkha, 

It was rather tmfortutute that we hail beat drawn into this fciiih 
sml were being bbelkd as the ally of one and tljc enemy of die other 
parry. We would have preferred a more ntnitiAl poskum, but the Haja 
and Duta men had spread it far and tside that v.t had come to support 
them, and the Lkha men had drawn the obvious conclusion when we 
built a house in the Apa Tani country. lu these cirtuTCtstanceSr there 
Was litde possiblUry of making any dhcct cxuitact with Licha, but 
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whcncwr &0111 oelirr vilbgcs cwt to vmt me 1 tried to imprest 

on diem that Goiramicnt kept an open mind in the (psanrl and 
woiild like 10 sec a peaceful iettkinnii of the wliole conflkt- 

The next day brought a vivid—mil not altogether plcatanEr-^emon- 
itcarion of the Apa Tanis" uervousmss and feat of richa- Early in the 
mormng vie went to Bela to walch^ as we had boen invited Co df>* the 
rites aCCOinpanying the disposal of the hand of the Pcitiir woman killed 
by Talyarig Bokr's cousin. The weather was dull and chilly^ and che 
piths ninniDg along the dams of the rice-fields were coveted in mud* 
We eiitcted the villa^ by a narrow lane, and made our way to a piazza 
in the centre of one of the quartets, it was thronged with men and 
we were gtecied hy Talyang Bokr« who ware a rnagnificeni hlaet ebih 
emhiddi!^ m white, red rad yellow. Botr ushered us or to a large 
wooden pbitfortti where we were taiwd above the jostling crowds. 
Hnt the rites seemed fotgpttcn to the csidtemcnt of our oirival and it 
was quite impCKsiblc to imdenCand a sbgle ’word in the great rkmour 
that arose as soon as wx climbed on to the pUtfornj. 1 did not know 
then how mneh or how liiile mflttcitcie: Bokr had : it was only evident 
that he wis unable to command even a mcMlest measure of silenoc. 

Tlic commotion lasted about ten rnjutiteSri and then we were shown 
a tninktare hut* kss than five feet high, of the type which is called 
pe^ 4 ;> 2nd wrvet as the ritual ceDcre of a group of clam inhahiring the 
lurrouruling part of the vil]age. tn froiiC of rhe a remporary 
ftrmmre of bamboo and leaves had b«u epccted ai an altar and befi^ 
ihb a small fire sxuouldcrctL 

We had missed the major part of the rite* for this was all that was 
icfr of the fire that had consuirted the hand trophy i there sermed to 
be a lull in the ceremonies and 1 rook ihe oppontmky of asking about 
the events that had kd np to the capture of die hand. 

Some monthi prcviouily Bokr's courin^ Talyang Nipa, had gone 
nonh to tune in the EjordcrUads between Pemk and Bela. There he 
had been ambushed and overpewered by Pemir pcopkv wUo took him 
CO the village and kept him in stocks for rlitcc mmithi. The negodarioRs 
for his release were delayed by tnifavourable omens, but eventually lie 
mmaged to escape. UnUke most Apa Tanis in a similar posiriurt Nipa 
■wu not content with hb freedom \ bent on revenge be returned to 
Pernir, hid near the granary of his captorj and when a woman of the 
household came to fetch rice, be followed her ioEO the building, slew 
her and cue off her band. 



Hojid-kmiting Rms 

With his cmphy he ivtunicid to BeL. Foe three days the iund wai 
kept ID the sbiinct and the rites foe its disposal had begun on the 
pnevious evoimg; the priest of the Talyang dan, assisted by the other 
priests of the rillage, had called upon the spirits of die dead womm^s 
deceased and living tmsjncn to come and partake of the ofCrrmgs of 
food and ricedsccT placed for them oti the altar; ihe men and boys 
of the Talyang quamf liad cLmccrd most of the night; and early in 
the tnoming the hand had hatn taken out of the covered with 
pigs' fat and then burnt to ashes in the fire which we still saw smouldering, 
Tliis rite, known as rop\ has ttiuch in catmncin whh the hcadrhitnring 
cctemonics which some years pcviously I had watched among di 
Konyik Nagas, Talyang Nipa had brought hoine only ihc hand of 
hb victim, blit it is mote ojualp the Apa Tanis told me^ to secure also 
the eyc$ and tongue of slain enemies and 21 the rime of the ropi ceremony 
to bury these in a bamboo reoeptade. The Kouyat Hagas dispose of 
the tongues of ilain oumms in the iamn way and the stones set tip near 
some of the Ap Tani iwja to made the place of burial rcmhided me of 
similar coUectiom of stones at the ritual centres of Kemyak villages- In 
burning the c>Tt the Apa Tanh seek pterttit the spirits of thrir vicrims 
fiom revenging themselves on the sLycr and his kkumen. 

The priest minbeeriug at the rite was in full ceietnaiiUl dress. On 
hii head he wore a cap made of panther skin with die panther’s tail 
liangbig down hu bacL doak was of a black cotton fabric, almost 
complcidy covered by an elaborate embroidery m ydlDW and red wooL 
A tfikk^ embroideted muffier round bis nedc was perhaps 1 symbolic 
protccrion agimst aw-ord thrusts or perhaps jmt part of a warrior t 
tiotmal outfit. Just then he ww busy rjing oifeings in small leaf 
parcels to the bamboo dtar in front of 

A little Laier the crowds parted co let in the dancers ; a line of young 
ttien and boys, the oldest being perhaps fifteen or riittotn and the youngest 
nut more than ten years old. They all wore canc-helmets and carried 
drawn swords and rcanugular shields made of mithan hide- The priest 
took his place at the head of the danrars, and at the end of rhe line 
came Talyang Nipo» the iicro of the day. He was 2 stourish, tniddliv 
aged man and his determined and rather let expression were in marked 
to the arritocrathr ncmrhaTance of his cousin Bokr. With small 
tripping steps the danons filed past the rMja, uttering long-Jrawn^iit 
*botEts. Then the line broke upp and iwo by cwo the dancen faced 
each other, and enacted a kind of sham fight* They exchanged no 
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blow bm wtfc contact with a^fv^iidng aiul retrcatbtg dh each flihcr 
iQ the ao^otnpanimeiit of Lbccafming gct-iiuc^ 

Compmd to Nag4 bcadJiantiiig ihnees tbi$ wa$ a very tame afliU: 
the spectator^ reoiairicd aJoof and were appuendy more intcrQteil in 
IIS than in tbm hero md hu dance of triumpL 

But tuddeidy there wjs a sdr: the eompkccnr auj’iosphcte of a 
niiiicff vktoiy celebration changed to one of amcicty. Someone whi^- 
pmd to Bot, ajid a tnoEUcjii Lat^ the air bmezing with olajpiing 
tiewt: 

** Didas 2TC advancing/* 

A force of Daflas, many himdfcd fttongp haj been seen in the 
fotesL” 

Rglimig hai broken out in Baja and Dura.”* 

" Men of Licha ire storniing Haja-" 

Temi translated these nminiira iS he picked them np, and it woi 
tlcar that fot the moment cliey were given general credence. Every- 
where was coiifunou and constemadon^ and the brave wamcns who 
h^ leapt ahdnr so gaily in the sham fights showed singylarly little 
inclmadon to rush to the defemoe of the val]cy% 

i did not like the situotioii. To be cauglu by a raid in s viilage 
wlirfc wte had praoiciny m &kndi and did not kiiow die topography, 
was not 4 pLcaWnr prospect The raiden might well be Calks from 
Pemii intetit on avenging the TnnrdcE of theif kinswoman. 

Yet* die nimoitn inasted that the atcacken were Licha men about 
isi raid Haja and Dota. In that ease our camp lying so dose to both 
villages was cndangcTcd and I wondered whether it would be posable 
to rally the fiela men and go with diem to the hdp of tbe threatened 
villages. 

How^cver^ the nunour died is $uddmly as h liad sprung itp. How 
it ever arose t never discovefetL The g^ttetal nervousness of the Apa 
Tanis regarding licha or tbe expectation of some rctaliadoti for die 
killing of die Pemif woman may have produced a psychological temdou 
wlikh found Expression tn ibis sudden mass^-ddusionr Or pcrliap some 
Apa Tants, meeting i group ofOaibs on the edge of the vdley, misniok 
pca£:cfril traders for the advance guard uf an attacktng force and spread 
the news dtat Daflas were appm^hiog. 

A few weeks Litct we would hardly have been taken in by such 
f^tattk mmonrs : a daylight airack by Diflas in the very h^rt of 
the Apa Tani country was agaiusr all precedent besides behig wcUnigh 
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impos^tc^ No vObgc ot combiiiAtiun of vJLages f^ould tver 
mirshal the force required for luch on cxpctHdon. But at thii early 
stage of our as;:tpiaiiititS 4 ae with the Subimsiri tnbciiui^ we coEzld not 
gauge the ernliyiity of the rumoun. 

When we had seen drtdiigh of the ropi ceremony we went for a 
walk mimi the village^ Wirh over a thoLuacul hoiijn* Eela ti the 
largest of the seven Apa Tani villages ; it h divided into three qiiarteiSk 
RcfUi Kalung and Tajaiig, each of which functiomit in a way which 
at that tUDd was sdlL ob&ciuc to nWj as a separate social and polidral 
curiry. 

F^om the Kalung quarter^ which vrafi the sexfle of die hand^kJng 
rite, we went to RerUv die largest of the three quarters of Bela. Onr 
guiild led m through a bbyrindi of Icnccd-in lanes, till wt came into 
anoihdt broad and long main tneec, lined with houics built cave to 
cave on bamboo |>olcs of varying heigitr. 

One of these homes aroused tmr iniiirdst. It was surroimikd by a 
high bamboo fence, and we w^ondereJ why ihb one home, standiDg 
1 safely in the mitin street of the village, was protected by so elaborate 
a palisade I 

The cxplwadou wras siirprisiDgi for it appeared diat the owner of 
the house, Nani jile, was living behind the palisade in a kiiwl of sclf- 
imposcxl, protective imjstisonnieiLt. Tlictc had been a fattiily quarrel 
over the inheritaxLce of some tkc^ficldt, and m the course of a long and 
biio^r dztpuir |ik liad biduapped the wife of Ids cousin Nani Tane and 
held her captive for mare ilian a mmuli- Even when her hurlmid 
had negotiated licr tcfeaje and paid a unsom of five midurr, Jile w'ould 
not set her fece» and crventually her liusbaiid and some of bit feiendb 
had broken into Jilc*s bouse and carried licr olf. 

ThitiSdnig to revenge tlic insult Tamj swore that be would capture 
Jile or a member of hh household* and Jfer, fearing that this threat was 
likely to be carried out* shut htmsdf up in his house, which he lur- 
rounded with a high palisade of bamboo* When t ferst saw this im* 
promised fortress in the street of Reni» Jile s voluntary houweariest 
liaJ cnduied five moutln, and neither lie nor Ids wife and his children 
ever went out* He had two male slaves, who fetched svatec and brought 
in focNJmdfe willimit risk of capture and hn wife's tcbdvei iiclpcd to 
cultivate his land. But his own kuumcn, who wetc also the kinnitm 
of hh opponent, too deeply involved in the tlhputc to be of much 
assiscance. 
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RMuts m\J Ransoms 

Sitting on the front ^cranikh Jik nioiAA chat to the passcrsJsy chrough 
the ban of Lu b^boa ^ cage ^ and frktids could dimb die palisade 
and come co hk lioxise^ But subse^jucjit cvctiti jusd&ed hh anxiety- 
In the foHorwmg autimui^ whtJi 1 vkited the village the paiisadc 
round jile's hoii^ had gone* hue thece Vi'as ati even higher fence round 
Util ootiiiflk hou:^ ^ little way do\^Ti the icroct- I wa* toU diat loon 
alter my lim viaii to Rctb, Jile bad gromi coidess^ and veBiuting out 
otte day into the public strict, hat! bo(^ cOTied off by hi$ fwisin. Tanc 
tehiscd to let jUe free until he received full. compermtiDn for the 
of property and pTcsrigc he had suffered aE Jile"i lumds^ When I finally 
Left die Apa Taui coimtry the dispute’^ ^hich luid dragged on for dose on 
TWO ycors^ was sdtl unresolved, but I had litdc doubt that uldmatdy jiio 
w'Oiild be ransomed or forcibly freedp and that the cousuis would riradi a 
compromise which would obviate the necessity of fi^rdfybg thrir houses. 

On that first visit lo Bela we called at house of Padi Lapng, 
wbop we were tnldp was a most important m^n . !c scetut iliat lie liad 
already vkited out campt but finding us sumumded by sbves and men 
of little accaitnt be had maincained a dignifieil res{!TVtr. Now that we 
liid contc to call on liim, be Etcdvcd us most couneoudy* tn the 
mondis to come padi Layang became one of our stacmchest fiicttds and 
one of our tnoft valiLEbIc eoptactSp hut he was always a little nnprrdict- 
abte, and ofreUp for no appamit rcusou^ would suddenly w*ididraw and 
bold himself aloof from our cQUittiL 

i have known few Apa Tams as attractive as Padi Layang- He was 
rather «naU hut bcaudfriUy bdlt, with a ibm arbletic body and ddkatdy 
shaped bands. A fine, curved nosct mi eyes set deeply raider well- 
arched brow'-ridges were matched by hro^ and prominctit cheeks 
boii& The ddn showed a rosy flush <m 4 iight-browu base, and the 
black hair was iligtidy wavy, Padi Layang qwld look scrioits and 
dignified but usually a humorous smUc twhted his wedUhaped mouth, 
a tmile so wistful and goed humoured that it gave him almosc a gaimn 
expression. Though fiiUy conscious of hh status he was never pompous 
Of itiE ’When ibe villagm showed off thdr skill in high jumphig. 
he worLJ coDipciE with boyish enthusiasm \ and when a discussion of 
pohdeal affairs on my vcrandih had gone ott too long and our lieads 
were busing w^itb uuthiiij. Tibetan belts and fwotdsi paid, claimed o< 
tobbedf he wcNiid >^uietly leave the verandah and^ sirctcbmg himself on 
t}je grass bdoWp^ rest his head cm hh amis and peaccfiiliy smoke hk 
silver pipe (PL f), 
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in t-bng irillagi:: a grrl pupUcd iiiifi ilic air ai the win^ b*ck. 
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PiJj tnviiCjcd u\ to iic <1 owb on hii own private platfcifttL 

and offered us ricc-bccf. Our convetsatjon war incwijcilp]^ I 
ki^TO too little of Apa Taoi life to aik thr rigiii ami to IwUy 

fcfmulated ejuesaons one usually rcfiavcs loose answro- My quesrioti, 
fai iustaiKXi of whar pan of Beb village E*adi Layang wa^ the 
pfcsLiiocd—as I htci tedhed wrongly—that thete arc ^igje headmen 
for w^hok villages ot at least for sveh snh-vill^es as kave mdividud 
names. Padi Layang promptly told me tliat he conttoUed the whole 
of Rerm Hie tnith was that owing to hb wcaltli and personality he 
happened at itaf nme to be ilie most prormnoit of Rcru*i dan headmen, 
but i " headimui' of Rou eiiHS as Uttb as a ' chief' or * of liija- 
A few days later Kadi Laying paid lu a reoim visit Idc too lud 
grievances against neighbouring Oaiias, imd be told us how many of 
bis mithan bad been stolen by pcopk of villages lying to die north of 
the Ana Tani cotkiitry'^ Like many Apa Tauis he did rwjt lend hfi own 
niithan, but gave diem into the care of Dafla fiioidls and trade parmers. 
He had eh miduD in Tapo and seven in Linia, and as a reward for their 
eare the Dafla bjcrdsmjcn received one calf out of every three bom to 
his cowt+ He claimed within the past rtree yean Dada^ of 
other villages bad stolen four of hti mithan &nncd out to Lbiia and 
Tapot When I svgge^ed ibat^he would sstve himself a lot of trouble 
if he were to keep his miihaii in ihe Apa Tani valley^ Padi Layang 
cxplamed that they would do far loo much datna^ to crops and 
gardens. '* if we ^ kept our mitkin near our viliages^ we raigltt as 
well give up rabmg crops of rice and milkrL 
Aficr tbk coiivcmdon t wtoce m my diary ; 

In their cattle economy the Aps Tank remind mr of cipkiJtm who ate not 
encTgEtk camugh to nin their biuiiicis thrnuelves aflil DE?e ftrmig enough to 
pm^ecL their mveHmean agamU enoxHchmentt; tliertfere their connritmus 
trouble with ntUbm which afe fobbed or withheld by the men uiio whose 
Caro they haw been anrmted, 

Thotigh not entirely wiihouc foundation this diignosis was an over- 
Amplification of a very compleic skuadofi and was due to an imuSlcktri 
knowledge of the intricate rebdons between the agricultural Apa Taiui 
and the catdo^ifrcding DaBas. in so far as my judgement rofircted on 
P^di Layang's bet of cOitage and energy ic was particiikrly wide of 
ihe tnafL When T got to know’ him better I discovered ihac he was 
not ooly oue of the most successful war-leaders of Beb« but that on 
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Bjids md Rimscitis 

occauoti he could evince a mditessiiess not at all m keeping wIeH bis 
miooih, amiable imoncn. 

Tbe scory whkbhc loU me dfhfe fiwU nti the Dafla vilbgc orOodimit 
-when fus pany bad LillaJ tbineett people and capeuned oud sold ai 
»Uyc 3 ten women and cbiktEeu^ revealed some of the 6erar aipcet$ of 
the fends between Apa Tanis and Dafias; it also Showed tluc Haja^s 
present weakness Lieba was by no means typicaL 

Though by lemperament much less warlike than the Daflai and fir 
more interest^ in the growing of rice than in ihe plarmtog of taick, 
[be Apa Tanis seem to be capable of a fxdd-faiDodra and deliberaie 
cuthlcuDC&s. For years they will tolerate the pin-prides of their militant 
ndgbbouTf and attempt every measure of appeasement if only they cm 
keep their avenues of trade erperu But once they have dediW to take 
up mm they will pnrsiie ihek revenge with a liuglc-mijided puxposep 
moce anxious to injure md huimliiite thdr aseiny than to pioEt from 
fat DaBas have a more profbsional attitude to war» regaDtiing 

it 15 a tneramiry affatr which muse yidd tkh dividends, I have hc^d 
Dada wur^tciders wrtmgle about the daftiigcs due for the kilLmg of 
their iicaiicat of kin aj if there was dp injury and no insult which could 
noi be wiped out by the appeopdate piymcnc 

Apa Tanis too are calculatings but otire their feelings arc roused^ 
they tend to lose all sense of pcopomoiL It h only in the Dctitianf 
between the tnhihttancs of their Own valley that the desire foe revenge 
is subordinated to tJie necesstry for tnaintaining the social harmiiny 
vital for the smooch funcdcnuig of Jo elaborate and dclicandy baUtnid 
comomk system^ 




BEGINNINGS OF CIVILIZATION 


I T WAS A oniNsitictJ picture of Apa Tam life whkh emerged &Qm our 
early with the leading men of Hap* Dnta and Beb^ tlie tlifce 
viilag« molt directly involved in the feud isidi Licha. War and 
fordgik tiadc loonMnJ large in all thrse discuEsksnSp and we seldom sue- 
deeded itt mmiiig tbc cotiver^tino lo other subjects. I did not ftilly 
realize at rbe time that it was only a linuted iiumba' of pn^mxnctit metu 
<JwncrT of nutban and creditors of defaultmg Dadasi, wlio were vitally 
mtcTrsted in polincal rebdom with ficHa and otlict nrighbottring Dafla 
villages ; the great mass of the Apa Taiih were engrossed in the all- 
unportant task of growing ike and milletp and gave littk thought to 
the quaiTcU between a set of woldiy families and a troublesome Dafla 
clique beyond the mountain banict which surrounded their homelands 
What I did sensc^ however* was the quiekening ptihe of Apa Tani 
lifci as with the coming of spring tlie nce-fields merrased thdr demandi 
on the dmc and energy of every able-bodied man* woman and child. 
Each mofnmg, long before the ran dispelled the thick white jnist that 
usually filled the valley at dawn* stongf of w^CFtncii with lioca on tllclr 
shoulden and small work-badtets on their backs would trip atou^ the 
paths that led past out house on their way to distant fields and gardent 
The digg^g over and the mariuring of dry fields and the weeding of 
vegetable and EohaccO pints were early moroing work* and socm after 
sunrise most wumcn would return to odqIc a meal and do the bouse- 
wotk- Thert* together with the men* they left for the migaced rice-fieldst 
where young and old spent the major parr of the day^ 

These ricc^lds, extending in an imbrcken scries over the whole 
length of the valley* and watered by an higenious system of channels 
and ducts, wem the source of the Apa Tami" wealth. Thiife wai pro¬ 
duced the rice which bought slaves, mkhin and pigs fiom truculent 
neighbours, and whkh enabled the Apa Tauis to maintain a standard 
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Btsimtings of Cwili^otiou 

of liviug far $upcnDi to that of any otKtr titbc in ihit part of di^ 
Himalayas. Tradition relates that when their ancestors &nt amved 
&cin dbunt lands in the ci&if. they found thr %'allcy fiKed with swamps 
and sugnant pooLa, in wliicli lived liiard-blce monsicrs of cnoniious 
dze. They drained the swampi and pools, killed the huge iaoficnsiyc 
rcpcikf and set to w'ork on the land. 

No Apa Tani legend, however, taclli of the damming of strtaiiUf 
the planting nf bamboo and puic-gfOVcST and the construman of terrace 
after terrace of trngable UncL Hie story of thb campletc mnrfonnadoti 
of a useless swamp into land whose cTcry stfuare yard now serves the 
needs of man wotJH be an epic of abnchiiig interest, but tribal metnofy 
retains nr> rccollcetiori of the immetise civilisng labours of the early 
Apa Tams. We do not know- how they wt about draimng tlsc vaUey* 
but the results of their handiwork arc there for all to see. to a valley 
wiJi a total area of less than twenty square miles there live to-dav about 
tvi'cnty thotuand pcopJci who produce in this small area suffiekmc iood 
fucic only for their own needs, but even tor sale to nEiighboumig tribes. 

Yet their agricultural methods arc bared ouircly on hunun yaour. 
Such tdvenDOfns as tJie plough aJid the wheel as well as the pmdplc 
of animal tracdo^i^ arc unknowti^ and If we are to believe the old msUf 
It ti only during the Lit two geucrariotis diat the Ap Tauii acquired 
iron hoes. Before die es^blbhmem of die Assamese tcargardenSp which 
ire now cheir main source of supplies of mtit they rilled the soil with 
a wooden hoc fashioned from a forked branch. In other words* despite 
tlic impomriou of metals* w'hicb to-day have many mes in Apa Tani 
hie,, their ecoiiomy retsins the basic feaaires of a system characreristM: 
of the later Stone Age. 

Such a persistence into modem times of an economy of neolithic 
rjrpc is nothing very extraordinary»for there arc many backward peoples 
who have never progressed beyond die wage of suhiistaice agriculture 
based solely cm bunun bbouTp Whai is remarkable^ and perhaps without 
exact parallel is the concmtrarion of $o large a primitive pcrpuiariOTi on 
»o oartow a space. RoimiLible also is the isoUrinn and uniqueness of 
a culture conned eo a single valley of rwcuty square miles. There is 
a Guidamenul and striking dificreuoe between the Apa Tanri and all 
tbdr neighbours. Noue of the peoples of the Himalayas cast of Bhuon 
rwemhle the Apa Tanis to any great extent, nor can any odi« tribe 
boast of a similar mastery of tiatyrc. 

It is this mMtery of nature uBboed not through mechankat devices^ 
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Labour 

but diroug;h ceaseless dfort anti loring care, which Iu$ made possible 
the phcnomctul growth of the Apa Xaiii popuUiioti wiibin a stnedy 
cttcurascE^xul atea- lit the Apa Tani valley nothing is left to dunce. 
£vexy foot of la Ti»1 is put to some purpiasc ; it may be a bouse site, 
a village streets a path, a ricc*-fidil, a gsidcti plot, a bamboo or pine* 
^ove. or a burial grounJ, but not one square yarri remains waste land. 
Plants grow because they are planted or at any raw encouraged to grow, 
or they arc not allowed lo grow ai alL There are no clusters of un- 
pioductivc shrubs or useless weeSp and weeds have a very short li&. 
In fact the whole valley has the character of a garden, (ended by thousands 
of ngrr gardeners who know for which crop each plot is most suined 
and spare no labour to give it the best chance of yielding the ma^imiun 
produec. 

When we arrived in the Apa Tani valley, the agricultura] season 
had only just begun. The preceding two months—January and February 
— It^pl been spent in repairing dams and ducts damaged by tbe winter s 
lain and scow, and this work was sdU continuing. Bvetywhase we 
watched groups of nuai and women, or youths and gith, budding 
d^TTis and dykes, rc-&hapbg fields and lo-amnging the dsghis of terracev 
Splashed with mud and wielding Urge iron h«a. they moulded the 
sodden soil to their purpose and levelled the eituimttts of the eultrvable 
area by ihifmig soil on ovd wooden trays drawn sledge-likr over the 
slimy surface. At an average temperature of 50 - F. they seemed tin- 
mindftd of the cold and wet and partkidariy the younger people always 
appeared to be in high spirits. 

Tbe pleasure of working in good company no doubt lightens the 
burden of moiiototmus toil, and tnany agdailairal tasks arc performed 
in ggft gt rather rhan by the membm of individual households. From 
the age of seven or eimy Apa Tani belongs to a jwtau? or labour 
^ng, which coruisti of tbe boys and girls Itving in a parDcular quarter 
of a village. 

Until they marry the yisiing people spend most of their working 
days witli cbeir own pctiin^, and those boys and girls who are not of 
the tame clait may become lovras or even marriage parmcis when they 
are older. As a rtde the members of a pMiHi woA in nun on tbe 
belonging to the membets’ parents, and receive from tbe fieW- 
owner no other teward than a midday meal and some rico-beer. Bm 
rich men can hire a pflUrtf out of turn Ear wages and dicn the dayV 
hire is divided equally amtmg the boys aud giiis of the gang. To 


Beghwings CiviHzfiiim 

some exient the sK^dalktii of patoftg-memb^ contbiics ill hwe life, 
A man v^ho has to rcUald a ricc^^crracc will invite bis fikiuls 

CO help him^ and he in Cum will wtFrk citi their ficltls wbcncvtf hiv 
sssbtancc is tetjuired. Similarly women often co-opexacc in the tetliom 
work of traniplanung rici^-seedlings, a group of four or five workeng 
in ttun oji each othcrV £ekls. 

One day, while I was watching a new chaimel facing chig on the 
fickk below oitr house, I nodcai an tmusual number of people going 
southwards fiom Duta ami Haja, All wore long white cbafcs and 
seemed to be paraculady w^dl turned out, Kam lahi they w^cre going 
to attend the Mloto cdrbndons which were being hdJ in Hang, The 
beginning of these celebratiom had cohadilcd with our anivJ in the 
vaUry and we now heard that it was because of the MJoko fevtsv^ that 
we had been led to a camp in the soudwweitem comcf of the vallcyp 
so that w^e should not sec the houses of Hang and insist oit going through 
the village. Tlic excitement of our arrival had tii any case kept the 
Haja and Duta men fioui attending the festivities^ but now that life 
in their vtUagci had rctomed to normal, they were going to take pare 
in the last tinea. This feast h celebrated by each of die three groups 
of Apa Tani villages in cum, one year by Haja, Data. Mudang Tage 
and Mkhi Bamiu# one year by Bela and HarL and one year by Hang^ 
At the rime of the festival tnen and women from ail the otlier villages 
m the valley pay cetemonial viriti to their friends in the village that 
holds the Mloko and there they ure hmihly cntrciained with rioc^jcet 
and meat, li is a time of gaiety^ and mmixneni which comes each year 
w'iih the spriug. 

As the day was fine wc also went to Bang to watch the Mloko ceirhea* 
rioiii and arrived to find the streets full of vistlors. On every Idpanj 
squatted men in ceremonial dfcis gazing upwards at a bouncing rope 
on which a senaU finite was dmng aerial acrohaiici. Now I under¬ 
stood the pnrpme of the high poles wrhich arc so charaocristk a femuv 
of the sky-line of every Apa Tani village, Ai fho rime of the Mloko 
tiew poles, sometimes fifty lo dxty feet art set up at each sitritig 
platform, and a cane Tunning lioni the head of meh a mast to a stake 
in the ground some sixty lo a hundred feet away, produces a long 
iknting lighT-mpc, Groups of young men and girls work the rope 
by pulling the lower end up and down so that the pole bends back^ 
wards and forwards. When by this rhythmical actiurs mffideiit momen¬ 
tum hai beett gained, all hut one youth let go* and the topc^ soaring 
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Feitivt Amhatics 

up, cairici the aCTobat biio the air, where high above the home-tops 
hi performs all sorts of gymnajiic &ats. 

Although I was taviced to take my tum, t bekad the eourage to 
cnirmt myself to the flying tope and was content to record the antks 
of ihc gunc wkh my ratnerx 

tn Hang lived Fonyo Tamar, the Apa Tani best known outtide his 
own country. Kot that he had ever veatuteJ to the plains of Assam 
or even travelled to any distant Dafla vUbgc. Among die Apa Tanis, 
experience of foreign lands end high social status ituid in inverse pro* 
poition. But for two gencraiiOTS Tamar had been one of the bad^n 
of Hang. His extensive economk interests lud iiivolvcd him m many 
business deals, as W'cll as in a immbcr of foods with Daflas of the foot¬ 
hills, and they and liis numerous slaves and depembats l«d for many 
decades spread the fame of Tanur for and wide. Indeed one of these 
sbves. a Dafla naturalized in Hang, continuoialy reforred in hroken 
Assamese to Ponyo Tamar as the * Ank a R.ya , Anita bemg the Assamese 
term for Apa TanL 

Shortly after tmr atrival in Hang, I sent word to Ponyo Tamar 
that I would like to visit him, and having kamt that One docs not please 
a prominent Apa Tani by arriving uiiannooniisd «n hi$ doonu?p, L wraited 
for him on die public pbtfbnn of die Poayo duo- Afttr a ahnrt wliUe 
Tanw appeared accompanied by sbves canying bamboo vessels of 
ricc^wer. He w^s a whito-Uaired old man bent by yean, but ap^cntly 
still quite active. A flesliy hooked nose dominated an expresave face 
which, fonowed by detp lines, often broke inro a charming smile. He 
w» very fiiendly and explained tbai he was too old to walk long dis^ 
lances only for this teaion had not come to visit US at P^pc, He 
offored to vacate a slave's house for ooi uie if vfe wanted to come and 
stay in Hmg, and when it began to tain be Invited us into his own 
home. Bitber he was Arc of the peqiidkc against the curry of stnngcii 
into a dwelling bouse, or thought iltac good maimm demanded taking 
a risk. To match his spontaneous hospK^cy I tnade him a pfOcni of 
a woollen blanket ftom my stock of * political presents' and he sceniHl 
immensely pleased with the gift, immediately wrapping it round lift 
shouUcfs. 

Settled by hit fire we could talk more fredy than on the pbeform 
suiroimded by ipccuton. and 1 found the oppotmnity of gaining some 
idea of the Apa Tani sytiean of ownership and bud tenure. 

Tamar told us that be had five scEtu and fifteen daughters : the 
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children of three wives. As each of ToimrV sons mamedp In? had 
given film n site oa which to build a hn«tsc» several liddst one midun^ 
atu! cow and a ^uaniity of beads and clothe. Only the yoangest son 
stilJ lived in Tamar's house, and ralrivated joindy with hh father. 

When J flkr said Tamar, ail the property which I now hold, 
several rice^ficlds, hamboo and pmc'-grovei, this house and some bundred 
mithan and hundteda of cam, lix male slaves and fotrr female slaves 
will go to my yoimgcit son*'^ 

Before the diviiion of hb profeiT}' Tamir passes^ fifty slaves, five 
of whom were Daflas. Ten slaves he had ' fiord" in recent yearly 
givinj; them hocse^tes and land of their own* The gift of rice-fields 
M a fteed slave b a sign of great favour* for land b cxpcutiTc* and a 
slave thus provided migablc land ii ccoiiomicaUy better off than 
matiy a son of poor patriebn parents- 

l^d can as a rule only be bought for catdr. Pig*- doth or swotda 
may gd with the priccir but the basic payment mmt he made to mtihan 
and cows* OtJy very small patches of dry Lmd, such as arc used for 
vcgcuhk plots, sometimes cb^gc Uantk for a Lu^ pig or some other 
vakahk, but the proper cuisu scy for transacdoEts in ttal oitace is and 
remms cinlc^ 

brigaied tke^lds air the most important part of a man's propeny. 
On fiiese he grows the bulk of his food supply, and the price of such 
wer land is so high that tmiess ^ Apa Tani inherits at least two or dute 
tciiacet. he has Ikde chance of ever buildbg up a holding sidfidcnt for 
his own needs- Meat the villages, where land h most expeiiBvc* ten 
mithan or more may be paid for a single terrace about half an acre 
in <br. It is only in die outlying sidev-valkyi, where irrigarioii is difEodt 
and fields dry out during the winter, that a terrace of h^' an aero can 
be obtained for as Utde as two cr throe mitfaam 

We kfi PoEiryo Tamar with die asinranoe that iocm. we would rttEim 
to lib village and cantp there for several dayt. In the weeks tbai fnUowed 
] found Bang a valuable testing ground fc3r mfomurioti on Apa Tani 
enstntn which I obtained in the villaiges nearer out camp, Potiyo Tamar 
was a good informant and seemed always willing to spend his riiiie 
with me. Despire his wealth he had remained flmdamcniaUy simple 
and unosicntarions. Once he surprised me by pointing out that he had 
himself woven the cerenoniah heavily rmbraidcred cloak he woce^ and 
not cmly the doak but also the waistcoat and scarf The wool usee! 
for the mauufamirc of such cerrmnuini dothes used to roach the Apa 
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Apa Tatii Fa^iions 

Twiii io tkc fbtm of wiiite Bhutii blanket* that were traded b the plaiiii 
of A$tam. Tliesc tlicy unravcUcJ and, dyebjt tlie yam b diffisrent 
coJouc*. wove It bio ctoth of mdidnnal cksigiL But* (br sornc years, 
Ponyo Tunsr <»inplancd, no more blankets of this kind had been 
available b ihc ba*sai> of Assam, and ihere viis consctquendy a ^cat 
diorta^ of wool b the Api Tatti country. 

How the Apa Tanis obubed the wool for ihetr embroidered tesdles 
before they lv* g?»Tt to trade with the plains of Assam is sn mtrigub^ 
pre^tem. Tlic tediniqiics employed b the msnuiacture of part 
wholly w'ooUcn ceremonial cloak* and scarfs, show every sign of an 
old-csLblishcd craft, and I wondered whether in die old timis the Apa 
Tanis had perhaps been able to buy wool from their northern ncighbonrs. 
Tinlay small rjuanddes of woollen doth of Tibetan otijpb teach Mira 
villages very dose to those occasionally visited by adventurous Apa Tani 
traders, and it is i|uitc possible that Iwg before they be^n to descend 
BO the baaaais of Assam the Apa Tanis obtamed Tibetan wool through the 
same channels through which they still obtain Tibetan swords and heads. 

Though appatendy a man of simple tastes* Ponyo Tamar leemcd 
to know bow to employ his wealth to tccure the good thbgs of life. 
His fourth wife, a girl some forty years Ms junior, for whom he had 
paid a bride price of four mithan* was one of the pretdest and most 
rh a rm in g Tani women. A firw day* after our &isc visit to Hang, 
the to our camp at Pape to repay the visit to her husbands house; 
she brought us a gift of eggs, and stayed on our verandah for most of 
the moniing, ohvbuily enjoybg ho^f b the role of a great man » 
wife. The hfj'-k now plugs wbkh lend most Apa Tani women so 
mange an air did not seem to disfigure her beautifully east features* 
and bdeed against her rosy skb, the blue-hla£k nose plugs produced 
a haimonious link with the blue chiit-iaitDO. Theie nose plug* arc a* 
peculiar to Apa Tam svoaicn as the red eonevtaJls are peculiar to Apa 
Tani meiu Holes arc pieicedb a gtifs nose b mfiincy and the 
wooden pin* which are fitst bserted arc changed from dme to time 
into progressively larger studs until the nostrils are mffidently extended 
to take the ping* of blackfined wood. The amhirioii of every woman 
is to be able to wear the Urgcii possible nose plugs and those ehar arc 
most admired btc a* big as a two- shill i n g piece. But the attaimucut 
of an amhiricn is a risky fansiries*, for if suiuiy triumphs over 
camion and the plugs are too quickly enUtged, the ddated nostril will 
rear—a catastrophe for an Apa Tani belle. 
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Civilizathn 

|[ was in the tphrrc of bciuTy opmdons that aur doctor, newly 
arrived after m appalling journey in almost incessant nun^ had Ills fira 
great sdjooesi. Ajilkiunar Bliartadiariyat a yt^ung Bengali^ &rth &om 
college and hospital trainings jetined m at Ditia cm Mateli 2Sth and 
threw himself into the novel task of ministertng to the tribennen with 
admirable endsmiasm. During the following year he accompanicci us 
oit mmiy rcnir^. ptoviug always as cheerful and as scout of heatc as on 
that first day wiicn ui clothes urtcirty inadequate for the dimace of the 
Apa Tanl valley he arrived caked in mtid and shivecing with cold- 
He w'as a great success with the hillmcn, and though it w’as some dme 
before the sick summoned liini to tlidr houses they eagerly sought his 
aid in die mattrr of tom nDstrib and car4ab*iS and day after day Ins 
bamhoo house was bdkgcd by long queues of battered bdlel patiently 
waiting for ihc dociDr to resEorc their beauty with needle and chread. 

Towards the end of March the Duta priests pcrfornicJ the Kortangni 
rite in honnur of the datics of lightmng, fotcsti water and fields; 
Kbugfatcriug a chick’m they prayrd that lightning sliottld have no power 
to strike men or houses and ihac the crops In the fields might prosper. 
This the precedes the transplantnig of the rice and is followed by two 
days of ritual abstention work. The taboo extends to wood¬ 

cutting and the Apa Tami msisted that even otir Gallongs should not 
cut wood during this period ; rathci than risk a violatioti of the taboo 
tlicy brought us suSdciit fiotl fmm their own stotes to last the camp 
for two days;^ 

A few dap later Mokiim, a female deity dwelling in the earthy was 
pfopkiared with ofTcrings of fowls and eggs, and this too esitailcd Oils 
day of littial Jonim. After that evoyone w^as ftcc to begm transplanting 
the young rice. 

On those fields in the centre of the valley which were already fiooded 
and fit to ceocive the seedlings* women now worked in small assemblies^ 
But many fields still needed levdling^ and ihoic that were situated bigb 
in side valleys had yet to be dug ovet. There are rwo types of rke* 
fields cultivated by the Apa Tmb ; those pamanently kept under w*atcr 
and those chat are drained soon after harvest and replanted in the fellow^ 
ing year. On the fonrio' the sinbble of the previoia year's crop sponti 
in the spring, and she wme plants beat ftuit in two ot thnx mcccitive 
seasons. In March, women go over the fijdil* planting seedlings in 
bairm patrrJies, but the earth h not dug over for many yti^s and maminr 
h only scattered on the Nowherr else io India have 1 seen 
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sucb ptifotniAl tjce. and I t^clicvc that ttc practice of allowing the a mc 
ticc plant! lo grow and bc 5 r fbit year after year must be niiinuc:- 

close to many of ttc^ perdiaiicntly flooded terracw lie fields whkJi 
ate allowed to dry out ^ni! har Jen it toon as the crop hai been reaped. 
At tlie bcgkinmg of die agnnilmtal year ibcy are dtig over with hoes 
and kepi flooded unfil the toll Is cborougbly soakeci The mud is then 
pmUleJ by men and boys w^bo, supporting themselves, on tw‘o pules^ 
chum the mud to i sniooth condsteocy with tlidr feet. This is not 
rousidcnrl a plcisani task, ajid one In which, I was told, ’weil-to-do 
infiti over middle-age never cbooto to engage. During this phase they 
usually confme themselves to supervising the activities of ivioincn, young 
beys, and staves, w^hcreas at the tune of planting or reaping, they may 
W'ort alongside hired labomcrs. Yet even the ver^' rich differ in their 
anitude to agrictilrural tvork. The Haja men laughed at the idea of 
Chobin, an elder of the Nada clan and the richest man of the village^ 
labouring on liis field*- J3iit they pointed o-ut tliai R.oza, Chobiri*s 
much older and almcisr equally wealtliy coudn* often wwlced cm Ids 
Lnds with Jm own hands. 

Tlie transplanting of die ria?-sccdlmgs from the nnneiicfr—patches of 
thick, luscious green in small w^elt-watered, squares cm the outskirts of 
the villagC“bcgan at the eriii of ApriL h was a rime of great activkyi. 
Everj^wicte we saw men and women standing anjde^-deep in the flooded 
fields; hcnt-baciccd, they moved forward!, nor backwards as they do 
in Assaim pressing the seedlings into the soft soil Soon the wide 
CT parKjr of the Central Valley was a ciioiaie of difl ermt shades of green, 
tanging from the pale yellowjsh hue of rice newdy uansplaTitcd to the 
vivid, emerald tone of the vigorondy growing crop. 

Looking out over riih sea of liirmnous gnKn, we regretted that we 
would npl be there to sec the harvest when, a! Karu told us^ the w^holc 
valley t$ coveted with golden ricse, and all Apa TanU work together ai 
great speed to gioheir the cn5p » it ripem. 

Besides rice, the ApaTanis grow millet. maize» a number ofvegctabln, 
and a coarto variety of tobaccOi Millet (eletniwe (Vraffma), which is 
sown in nurseries and then transplanted, is mainly used for the brewing 
of beer, but it is somednic! ccmhed and made into a rough kind of 
bread. Tobacco is both smoked and chewed, and even small boys ore 
Seldom seen without a pipe m tbeir moudi. During out first weeks m 
the eounny. when the l o a l crop had not yet ripened, tobsDco was the 
most wught-aft^ comnuxiity and Apa Tani women pestoed us day 
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Begmmngs CMlizathn 

ami dgln f(3t (obacoi kivcs whkb wioteJ to baiter for md 
puit^ maize. 

The growing of food sop ami tobacco* bowever* it imt tbe only 
prcoccirpadon of Apa TaJii hnsbandmen. The natunil of the 

for^ts nin:Qim<lLDg didx viUcy fall far short of the tiibc s requirements 
of Erewood, bamboo and building tnazeriaL Were it not for the 
ffysteiiutic prescrradoTi of tree growth, some five thocuond healths 
bupiing fmm morruTig dll evening w^nyld divest the valley of every 
traise of fof«t in a very short dme, Fmthcr and further would the 
Apa Tanii have to go fttf firewoodp undl the faringing in of dmber and 
bamboo from the higher hills w^ould become so difficult and so ur^ 
cconomie that only diipcrsal could save the whole popuUdon from a 
famint: of fuel and building maiertaU 

Daflai will ttiiit a whole tract of country by tbe unregulated felling 
and burning of forest and then move on^ [eaviQg a trecLess, dcsobtie 
wiidemess with cite fertility of the soil c^bauned and the hill-dopes 
oDVered in useb^ grass too coarse even for fodder. But not the Apa 
Tauii. They Iiavc taken rare to preserve al] the resourcei of dieit 
comitTy» and have even added to them by the innoJuction of ne%v 
trees and plants, 

Exter^iw parts of the valley have been turned imo camfriSy managed 
grows and gardetUi and every homehnyrr^ except the very pooresc, 
owns at least one fenced-in grove in which he culdvatn a few pines, 
several types of firtilt trees m well as a speebi type of mole bamboo. 
Thu voricry of bamboo docs not occur anywhere In die surrounding 
country i being male ic ndidief Bowers nor seeds, and the only way 
of propagadod i$ by sepradng and repknting the roots. In good soil 
these bamboos grow to a size usable ibr house-building in four yean, 
but only bamboos of seven to ten years* growth arc scrong enough 
fot ddgc-poles or rafters. 

While a mm laying out a bamboo grove secures bis own supply 
of bamboo for buHdbgSt fences and impleskcnts, an Apa Taiii planting 
pine-trees arts entirely from a sense of rosponHbiiiEy towards fiimrc 
grt^mrioos. Neither he uor his sons arc likely to profit from hit action, 
but grandchildren or even more distant descendants may requife the tree 
for house-posts or fircwcwi Nevertheless* pines ire regubrly planted 
and one sword or a valuable doth may be paid for four or five saplings 
by diose w*ho have no young trees in their own groves. 

The Apa Tonis believe that both the pine and the male bamboo 
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Soil Cotisernaitcy 

were introdbeed bf their worston vAsm they first seeded in the ^tey% 
Add it ii tidmed tLat the clusters of pinci found oo their tiriidjdonAl 
rcH3ic of fnigraticin m die area of the Kjiriila river wese idso planted 
by thdi forefathers. Wiicdicr this is tme I cannot say, but it ii a fact 
dial neither ptnus fxttha tior thr Apa Tani bamboo occur anywhere 
else in the immetUsEe vidntry of the valley. 

Tile preservation and devdopment of a couttEry"^s resottrees ate ligpt 
of civili 2 atiod and in the Apa Tani valley we weft able to observe the 
working of an indpiciit dvilizadon in oiiiuatare, a civilization perhaps 
not unlike those centres of neoliihk culture from iv'hidh—under condi¬ 
tions more favourabk than those prevailing in m bokied iiiiiiiilayan 
valley—sprang the great prehiscorie and protohistocic civilizations of 
Southern Asia, 

In ail the ordered acdvicy, whicli was rjuiedy resumed as ioon as 
the exdttmcnt caused by our arrival had vabudedr there soetned lo he 
a sense of urgencyi an urgency which foimd m mow obvious expression 
m the pectdiai short-wc^iped trot of people hunyiiig along the rbe^ 
bimds and village-paths^ as if they w^cre scrugglmg to overcome a per^ 
peiual shortage of dmEr^ indeed time must be short if ode wants to 
achieve chc tesislrs of civiHxation without having dcvcbpcd iti full 
mcchaiucal equipment. These men and women did individually very 
simple and ordinary jobs, hue oollectively they performed a civilmitg 
act such as no otha people had pcrfotincd in those wild and lonely 
hilU ever since the be^nnitig of rkne. With their industriomnesSi, ihdr 
passionace tense of order and tidiness and tbetr budding feeling for 
beauty^ they had created and TnaUuained on cwb of stability within a 
world of semiHiomadk, improvident tribesmen. While then Dafla 
ndgbbaims despoiled the land whiaever they settled^ in thb one valky 
the fertility of the soil was preserved indcBnttdy fen the bcniic of frittirc 
generadont and every g;ift of natun: was bent to the service of fnjui^ 
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PATRICIANS AND SLAVES 

T he ldngeb we watched from chit vantage-point in the crmte ol 
the valLy the ismoodi rhythm of Apa Tani \jSc, the more puEzliog 
became the qxicition how this large cfittimmiLty wiihio little elbow 
roam and argimientatTve a lemperamefit prevented miemal fnetian 
from dismpdng dietr highly specialized twnomy^ It was obviom 
ihac blood-fcuds and raiding in die Doflii manner would have spelt 
the doom of Apa Tani civiiisauom Widi their complicated irrigation 
system, tlie prosimity of the seven viLUges^ the dovetailing of thdr 
laud and the vulncrabUiCy of closely packed and highly inibinmabk 
the Apa Tanit had to live in peajce with each other or 
pemk But what soda! controls tnainumrd the balance between 
cauHicdiig ecojioniic intcfcstsf What conimun ground was thete 
betw'ucn the deb landownets and the poor nHiit tompclkd to hire out 
ihdr lai>our, betweai the cardc^wntfs mourning die loss of midiati 
at the hands of Daik rakicn and the adventurous traders who Jouiwycd 
td ibe villages of those very DoHas to sell the products of Apa Tani 
crafbnicn and purchase raw' materials and livestock ? 

where was che authority to assuite $ccutjc)' of life and propercyp 
to settle the quaiTcIs of rivak and to punish or re^nrain those ertminais 
who exist iti every society^ be it primiUve or advancedp barbarian or 
dvilizcd ? Who had the final word when it came to determiniiig 
the eoursc of an trr^atioii channel that would aSect the fields of many 
ownert, who decided bctuidary dtsputes, and who foimulated popular 
opinion when an emergency demanded an extraordinary appeal to the 
or the community's mual absiemioii &om work ? 

To all these qucsuoni we found at first no answer- The Afa Tams, 
talkative to the point of gamdoumess when diseasing thc^ Lmd and 
their bmmcssrdcah# readily prepared to reUtc the detaiU of i scandal 
or to enumccacc the items of a ransom paid ot a compusadon rccdv^, 
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An Apa Tmi Afhtoaat 

wfific uiinble to explain ihe sodd order wlikli was co tkciii it fiituraJ 
and as ob vioui aj ibc growtlr of the rice and the eban^ of the tea^oru. 

It did not take tn lodg to diicover diac in an Apa Tani village there 
no man tiapoblc of g^ing ai) order which wai binding on aii^'onc 
cs£cpi hit innnedtace dependents ami slaves. Men such as Nada Cliobin 
of tlaja o£ Padi Layang of BcU undoubtedly wielded cousdcrablc 
iiiHuencc and could otdcf about a nitmber of people who lived in jJidr 
houses and worked on their land. But other iiscmbm of thdf dan, 
men of gocid stams thottgh of no great wcsMi* did nm exert thenuelvci 
to do tiieir bidding, and reluctantly we came to tlie condEuion that a 
headman*!' promise* because not binding on hb dansmem wa$ sojuc- 
thing to be token with a grain of soIl 

We soon tcalizcd that those of osicntatioiiS behaviour^ men who 
gave themselves airs, shouted conunands and boasced of their achieves- 
TOcnts, were of littk sodal cemseqaence in Apa Tani society- These 
Weft largely meti who went year afet year to the plains of Assam 
there to trade and earn perlups a Uttlc cash by casual work in the tea- 
gardens or Government forats. The fed power in the valley was 
ccmcentnccd in the hcrediury upper ebta, who, quiet in mamicr ajid 
calm La an cmcEgcticy, wore tetkein in tlifir dealings with CHmiden. 
It was only after 1 had kamt their names and could seek thetn out hi 
thdr own villages that we became acquaiuicd widi the more impcrtiant 
men. 

Gat Tadii, ono of the ctm-bcaiJi of Hari, for InstancCt hdd aJonf 
aiul dji^ not visit our carnp luitil I bjul paid him a personal calL He 
Was oomteoiis but itscrv^ed wlitcii he greeted and though he dispensed 
a liberal hospitality on the verandah of hk house, 1 fdt ai once that 
at thU level contacts miiM be expanded dowly if they were to remit 
in lasting reladomliips. As one of the most arktociatk Apa TatiiSi 
Gat Tadu fcptojcntcd a phj-sical type foimd maiuly m a few families 
of liigh iratm. Hb face was long and rtarroWf the nose straight and 
fmdy shaped* amd the comparaiivcly Ught eyes w^cre $ct under ttfongly 
marked brow ridges fPL ij). Hr w-as oil and slim and of a most 
dignified bearing ; his voice was law and he spoke sofiiy and deJiber- 
atrly- Indeed he was 2 stiikiDg contrast to the blustering, loud-spoken 
lower dbii Apa Tani 

From Gat Tadu 1 undemood that there was an upper class, whose 
members, known as never intermarried with those of the lower 
class called mifr^ 



Pattidiitu ami Staves 

“ Tlicre it nothing,’’ laid " that can Cum » rnttfa into a mite. 
He may become nch. and acquire much Und* he may be a great warrior* 
he may be so dcfrcr thw bis voice will be htard in the coundl of ibc 
village* but a miiw he rcmami \ cv^ in die Land of the Dead he will 
be a mura'" 

Shnikrly a man of patndut bird) can n^vef mk to die level of a 
plcbdan. ** If a mi£ b very troublesojiK; we may decide to kill him. 
Bor he cannot be made a slave. He b fice by hdng tx>m a pirre. Of 
course he may be unfominatc and £dl inro the hands of Dafla raiders, 
and then who can say whar will happen? Recendy my own sister 
was captured by Dafks^ She w'ait to Jomm Temi^s house to buy 
cotton, and her host sciied bet and kept her in stocks for three mouths. 
At last I xvas able to ransom her ; she b a widow and so it was t who 
had to buy her ftcedoni: if I had not do$ic so she would siirely have 
bcccme a Dafla's dave« But in our own vnEey a miu cannot become 
a dive. If he b poor and has debts, hU ktnsnien will pay them rathef 
than sec him serve hii. creditor.'" 

The social supcrtoriiy of the patricians b undbpuied. bin most of 
thrir privileges are undetincdK There arc some very poor patridw 
who have lost their land through mbfortunc or bad managenteut; 
they make a living by W'orkit^g on tlic land of others and going far and 
wide on trading c^cpcdirioiis. Bur riicir nanis in the rank sj’STCtn ii 
not afikred by such povertyp though obvioudy they have litde uiAucncc 
in village af fai r s. 

Gat Tadu told me that origmally lU zoi^a were the slaves of patridanj* 
and that although there ate to-day many fra mum fjunilkf, they are 
all the descendants of slaves. This uadidonal status is pcipetnat^ by 
the ccfnmtitrUI assodatiOD whicli hnl^ every im^ra dan in a client- 
relationship with a pacrkian dan, and by the msrinition that b the 
tangible expression of tius dependence : every member of a mimj cbitp 
however rich or well simated he may be, stands under the ritual obligation 
to give his * patton * iJte heads of all the animalt he tills in the chase 
or tacnilces to the gods. If a free iimm dies without heirs all hb piopcrcy 
goes to hb patridan patmu. 

The modem world Icx^ks upon the very prrneiplc of davexy with 
horror^ and the trade in Africat) slaves and their c2Eploi[3.tum in couniriea 
far &om thdr homeland^ par dy imder cmidirioni of appalling Inlnixuanlty^ 
b certainly emc of the least oedltahle ehaptos in the hbtory of Western 
narioiu. Bur it would be a mistake to ccndcinn out of hand the doniesric 
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Love Ajftirs 

slavery of a tribe (ti£]t 3^ the Apa Tams^ Tbcct ore tio 

great bafiira bemeen pruridaiii aud ibvcs and a yaiitig aiavc-boy 
bviDg in a pamdan'j botyc works afo^gsicic his masters sons aaJ 
dau^ters. Like all young Apa Tanis he joms a woefc-gang eonsasong 
of botli mitt imd mum and as he grows up he ffircs with the gkli of his 
own gang as wtrli as wirti other miniafticd girls of the village. As long 
n he obsi^es die rules of ckn-oto^iny he is fri^ to associate with 
patrician as well as widi slave girls. 

Tlie Apa Tauis do not disapprove of sexual iiuercotifK beewom 
unmarried boys and gkU or even of the scsual pUy of diildra) 100 
^^img for intcrcoidBe. Indeed most boys and girls tike their first steps 
in tbc Eiouits of love long before they reach maturity^ The young 
couples meet in the granaries, tn hanitxxi groves and iojnctniics even 
in their parents" Iiou^Sh ^d at this age an actraoivc davo-boy has nearly 
the ^anic cipportuoities as the son of patridan parents, and no one objects 
if he enjoys the favours of patricbm girls. All Apa Tani youth detighu 
in setrcL and often shorty-lived lovc^afiaiti and ^dult sodety Imks with 
tolerance and amusement on the romantic advottures of the young 
people. 

Preimrkal prcgtiandrs arc lurt fiequ^—the rrUdvdy infertile period 
irnmedhudy after inaturity probably saving tnosi gkb hom sudi pre¬ 
dicaments—hut even should a pauicLan girl bear the child of a slave- 
boy there is no scandal and little tccriminadoD. The child cemaLns 
with die mothers family and grows up as a member of the mother’s 
clan. Such children arc known as Inpa^ and some ckns do not allow 
them full parrietparion in certain cerauonici and ritual mraU. 

Why iliotdd any one blame a girl for bccommg pregnant $aid 
Karu, our gay toicrprotcri “ is it hex fault ? No. It is the will of the 
gods. But such pirgqa nrirs arc rare. Girls play about with boys for 
years and nothing tiappcns, but once married they stKm have ehildreit/' 

The suggestion that a girl m%ht become ptegnam after one or twt> 
niglifa dalliM]t.e with a man was greeted with hikdry^ My Apa Tani 
friends choughc it impossible ; they denkd all knowledge ofcomraccptivc 
practices but explain^ thata coommous tclaaoitshjp was uccesary b^rc 
a child could be coutcived. 

We may assmne thcrefoie that despite the strict ban on matmgci 
between patridaiK and people of slave descent, a certam amount of 
mbcegcnaikiii doei ocenr^ Box it is ccr^itily not enough m blur the 
very driunctivt physical type found in the loading pairidan farrultcs. 
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Patridam mJ SMw 

The assemoD diat mdsi girk do not conceive bcfoEC majriage b probably 
true whjidVer may be the cauic. 

The free rciadomlitp between all die young people of both daises 
hat, however, very impoiiatit jodai consequences. In the day* of 
dulilhood and youth ties of triendsbip and oimradcship ane fonned 
which no subsequent hardening of ebss distinctions can completely 
obliterate. The patrician's wife retains a tncndly feeling towards the 
lavas of Jier young days even if they arc die depeudanis and slaves of 
licr neighbours, and the ease svith which slaves join in the cotivasadqn 
round a fireside is undoubtedly* die result of die early indtnacy between 
boys and girls of the same work gangs. 

Though usually seated with considnadon and even aflectioa, a stive 
has hardly any legal rights. As long as he lives in his tnastaT house 
and lias not been given land of bis own, lie may be «?ld at any time. 
A slavc’OWUcr fieed with the necessity of paying a fine, raiuotning a 
Captured telative or providing a mithan for the appcaseiiiciit of spirits, 
may find the sale of a da-vtr die quickest and soiiictimics the only way 
of obtaining the nectssary funds. But young cliddren arc oonnally 
nor separated from their parents and nunied couples arc always sold 
togcilicr. Morctwer. it i$ an UDWtieten Uw dm an Apa Tam slave 
should not be sold outside his own country. Public opuiion is very 
much opposed to such sales, because even a slave has a certain dignity 
as a member of the Apa Tani tribe. This pracike prevents a good 
deal of hardship. Car Apa Tarns of all classes love their bcaunftd valley 
and teel tmbappy in die very different cnviroiimast of a Daffa village. 
Sales within the Apa Taut commimity, oti the odta hand, mean hardly 
more than a change of residence to the modem towm-dwelhr. Even 
if sold to anot^ vilbgc, an Apa Tani lives within sight of old 
home and hu iiimnnaabte oppottunities of moctii^ his cild fiicnds. 

Though Apa Tanis will not sell their own ttibcsnien to oiusidets, 
ttay ibanidves pmchw a good many sbves from Dallas, usually 
children caponed in raids, who can be easily assimilated. Such Daffa 
diildrcn «e brought up as Apa Tanis, spealc only Apa Tani, marry 
Apa Tams, and bearing their master's clan-name, do not appear a$ 
sogers even to die other vtUagers. Tims a continuous stream of 
Daffa blood fJow-s mto the slave popuUkui of the Apa Tani valley 
md this no doubt comribuics to die phydml disdnciivaicss beiwecu 
““ -1““* of *“«« «dais and the members of die more proiniiient 

milt ta m il ies . Some of the Daffa slavi^ O'Witcd by Apa Tanis come 
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from distant places in the valley of the Upper LChiti and have been 
traded dowa by such. Jiiicntvediatc villages as Lidia. And all Apa 
Tauis will td] you tliat they prefer to buy slaves from far-off tegions 
who, if they escaped^ would have litdc chance of rcachtdg thdr home 
village* 3 Jid arc therefore resigoed to remain with their masterSk 
Some Doila davci^ however, enjoy dtdr lives iti Apa Tad villages 
and often Nieluni Tacto* a young Dafla whom kt«: on 1 met in Talo* 
joked about his captivity among the Apa Tanifk He w-as a striking 
yoiijig mill with handsome feaEttm^ and standing tyvi wliich, bulging 
frmn their lockets, gave him a fierce c^resdon- 

" I was quite a small boy. living with my parents iir Nklnm* when 
one day 1 accompanied my elder bfothcr on a friendly vbit to Haja. 
While we were dierc Kendi Koi captured me on the pretext that my 
brodier haJ failed to repay an old My Eadicr was too poor to 

ransom me and so Koi sold me to Hage Polu of Hari. But 

PolEi did boc want to keep me. and he toot rnc to several Miri vilUgeSi. 
hoping to find someone to buy me. He had uo luck. All the Miris 
said* " How con we buy a boy with a likr that ? He would ecr- 
taiiily s<diice out svives^ and in the etid he might even unitdcr So 
Polti took me back to E-bri and 1 frtniiiicd in lus house for many years. 
St was not a bad life and I had lots of fun with the ghis. Apa Tani 
gifU arc vciy fonheomiug,** Tacho grinned^ “ 1 cannot evra retnenihet 
how many I slept with.—Whether t prefer Apa Taut or Dafla girls? 
Oh 11 thinh they are much die same. Outside they look a bit diflEcrenf^ 
but they all feel alike- In die end 1 got tired of life m Hari. and so 
T tan away to Talo. Hage Polii was very angry with the Talo people 
for shelteting mc^ and he icole two of tlidr michan in order lo recoup 
his loss." 

Years in die service of an Apa Taiii masEer h^ not embittered Tadio 
in the least and it may well be that in peacefrd^ posperous Karit with 
tots of girls to fespond to hb masculine charnu* bandsumc Tacho bad 
a better dine than he would have had in lib home village- But for a 
full-grown IDaiia of initLitive and spirit^ the pdtsiucrti of an Apa Tam 
ijjiffd oflcrcd too little scope, and one day lie walked off lo Talo. 

Alchokigh such a course is open to any cuffirprbiog Dafla slave sure 
of a weteome in aiiotlicr village, there arc a good nmuy DaSas who 
voluntarily fcmain in the lerviee of wealthy Apa Tams. 

1 will always temrmber dbe pride with wEdek Taj Tafco^ an old 
l>jila of Idang, assured me again and again th^tt he was a man of the 
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gr«t 'Adcd Raja’ Poayo Tamil. No hcnrhirtiTi of a nudizvil 
baroD can have biihetl wkh gramr glee in tbe glory of liii lord and 
master. 

Taj Take's parents wear Dafias of lidia, wiio after a family quitrcl 
ibund refuge in Haja. There his father supported himself by huatmg 
deer and wild pig and sdUng the meat, vrhUe his mother worked in 
the Schh of wealthy Apa Tants. Tako bom ia Haja^ hui aEcr 
»tnt dnK his paraita moved to Mai, im mode's borne village* and 
subsequently his faihtr was killed in a clash with some Apa Tank of 
MichJ Baitdn. When Toko w^as about tai years old hia mother married 
again and his step-fadicr sold him to Tatpi Doni, a Dafia ofTalo, There 
Tako stayed for seven or eight years and then he ran away to the plains 
of Assam, for nearly a ycoi he lived m Raiigajan^ a DaBa icltlcnseot 
near North Lakhimpur. 

At the duie oThis »paration from hk mother he had been too muU 
lo ask about his frither^ but when he gfcw up he decided to go to the 
Apj Tain eonntry in order to discover the dreumstances of hk father's 
death. There he met Ponyo Tamar* who, like other wealthy men* 
mmt have had a good eye for poccntial dependants. He suggeitcd 
that Tako sh ould come and live Idni in Hang* and Tako, w^ho ctid 

not relish the prospect of spending his whde life in the plainSp readily^ 
agreed Ponyo Tamar paid three mithan iq Tako's fomier owner in 
Order, as he said, to avoid the odinm of harfaouritig a tunawsiy 
but presumably also with the idea ofacquiring some legal t rti r to Tako^s 
services. 

At fine Tako lived in Ponyo Tamar’s houscp He cut wood and 
worked oil the firlds^ and often wvrtic hunting. Among the OaHas of 
Tak> be had leami woodcraft far superior to that of the Apa Tank, 
and so he made himself popular by applying Tamaras household with 
game. Tamar had a Dalia slave tvith an Apa TanL vnic, and Tako 
found ftvour with thdr daughrcTH Sbe dressed as an Ap» Tani and 
spoke only Apa Tanip but Tako had no prgudices in this respect and 
tnairicd the girl When their first child was born, Tamar gave them 
a separate house dose to hk and a garden plot in which to grow 
vcgcraWcs, 

Ponyo Tamar would also have given me some ricc^&dds, but I 
did not care to own lanj;^ cxplahud Tako. '' Iff by sbould I not be 
content to work for Tamar ? He gives ns aU tbc rke we require, and 
we arc new short of food. Both my sons have been given land* even 
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diotJgh they 5 IC not yet maerkd ; One of ihcm livers in TamiT"s houK 
and tin; other hiW joined the houscbold of his I taught them to 

be good htroects, but othcrwiic they are just like Ap Tanis. 

1 myiclf have heccmio half an Apa Tani/’ he $aid laughingly* and 
at home 1 Speak only Apa Tani life here k very pkaiant, far bett^ 
tkm in a Dafla vilUge. As a man of the Anka Raja Tamar I am in 
want of nothing,” 

\t is unlikely that many I>a€a slaves shate Takas unqualified eti- 
thu^asm for die life in the Apa Tani valley ■ and there ate numerous 
instances of Dafla slaves escaping fiam Apa Taiu mastcis. 

Apa Tani sLivcS. on the other liand, rarely nm away. Every year* 
scores of slaves- go to die plains of Assarn ro rradc both for thejr mascers 
and for dicrasclve% and tliy know very wtdl diat if they remained there, 
and found work in a tEa-gardcJ4 th«r Fnasters could do nothing to 
recover them. Yrt the cmiy Apa Tanis who in eihotc years lud ava^^ 
themselves of the asyhm dm is granted to all slaves choosing to settle 
in die plains of As^am were two youi^ men who lived near Rangajan, 
But even tbougb. it was known dm they vrarc fieec and made a reason¬ 
able living, no other Ap Tanis bad been cuconragjed to follow tbdr 
example- 

Indeed the average Apa Tani slavx would seem to bri: content wddi 
a faie whkh is not without prospects. SLiv« establbhcd in septate 
houses wnh a link land ofdidt own am known to have become wealthy, 
and their dcscctuianrs can rise to pewiriom of tnfiuencc and a eexmm 
importance in village afiairs. 

In ihc material standards of living there is litde to choosc between 
slaves and the poorer people of patnoan class; both live in limilar 
houses, eat sinular food and do the $ame kind of work- It may^ bcp 
however, that on an average slaves have to wort Iiatder; even when 
middlcHagcd they must engage in such arduons tasks as w*ood-cutritig, 
work whidt amrrng &ce patridans is left to bop and young men- The 
main disabilities of the s1i.%''gs* however^ be m the sooaL sphere. They 
are excluded from the comptirion foe sodd presrige which is an enr* 
gTosritig and excremcly importmt pan of Apa Tani lifci and one of 
the incendves for the accuimJation of wealth. Anil to be caught in 
a rriiTiinal act may have more scrimis consequcnocs for a skve rhan 
for any free man or wnman. A master embarrassed by a slave i imdency 
ro pert)' crime will first try to sell him ; hut if die slave is of noconouily 
had character^ no buyer may be forthcoming, Cutriug his 1osio» die 
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ov^rnff may lien hh protctiioii and crai mitiarc proceedingt 

which may rriiili in liis ilavc bdii^ put w dlcoth. 

Such a ease liail ocxuncd iii Hang sotuc time hefote my arriva], 
when a of tFrr^Il^!ble characm^r bept straying from her 

ma&ijci*$ houae. Her promiscinty Trould have bccu a matter of tiidiffct-- 
mcc Eo the villagers, bur her thieving habits caused general atinoyance. 
One day, die was caughc red-handed, and her amict deebred tliat 
he would no longer be responsible for her. He had her seked and 
tied up at the sitting platform of his cUn* and then cJkd the leading 
men of the village to decide her fate. They resolved iinaiiitnously that 
she must pay the penalty for habitual theft. Her nlaster's other slavti 
dragged her to the execution place at the Kale river, and there die was 
liached ro pkces and thrown into the river. Subse^uenrty a notuitiaJ 
f^pi ceremony was performed at the shrineT b^ause before she 
died she had been tip like an enemy at the cbm pkifonn. 

The Aps Tanii, who live in aowdecl villages in a strictly limited 
area, muse have a fairly severe code of justice, and crimimls muit be 
drastically dealt with if serious fricrion is to be avoided. As thefe are 
no prisons or other means of segregatmg bad characters, the death 
sentence w the only efiective me^n^ qf climinaiiiig aiidHiocijI cleriicuts- 
Banishment from die tribal tiijrriiory might be an alternative, but one 
that would noE be free from danger ; for an Apa Tani with a tendency 
to dime iiiighE involve his home-village Ln a dilute with the I^atla 
ttmnuinity In which he found asylnm;, 

it is only in extreme howcvtrr* that an Apa Tani thief will 

pay svith his life for hb crimes. More uitiohy a show of force and 
public condemnation will be foJlowrd by an acrangcinenc whereby tlie 
thief is compelled eo make amends in a less draidip maiuicr+ So it was 
when Sano E^jih^ a woman of Hafi, was accused of eIk: Elu-ft of 
a brass plate and tied up at one of the /apuiyj fPl. laj. 

One morning wheti! [ was walking through the village I came upan 
a lirgc crowd gathered ar the assembly platform of the Taru clan* At 
the foot of the platfnnn» protected from tile niin by a projecting plank, 
sat a young woman, her fwt stuck through i hole in a large wooden 
log wkieli was seciired hy an iron peg. Cane-ropes bound her to the 
posts of the platform, her hair-knot had been cut ofE hot she was still 
^eatring Iirr large bias's car-ringii and a few Diber omaments. Nada 
Pila, one of the men who had come to Worth LGlLhrmpui as i'hya** 
envoys, was raildng to her in ^iousand persuasive vi*ay, and considering 
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Jiff picoriom liiuitwti scciDcd cxtrioriiiiisrity coRipoJcilj Tiw 
c^ite^opc* that bountl licr amu woe w dghtijr dratt'it dial the flesh 
wasiol uni swollen, but Nada Tomu, one of Chobiii^ cousins, humoured 
me by loosening these when i pointed out tliAt iliey must cause the 
gill considerable pain. Beside her was a snull fire and WnW eoohed 
rice in a broken gpord and Karu wbiipered to me tliat she was <mJy a 
scape goat, the real culprit being Oani Ftla, a respectable patnetan wlto 
had engnicered her capture in order to direct anention from Jiireaelf. 

If rhk was hb intcitlion he bad cerrainly siiecceded. Chobin, the 
leading clan-head of Ilaja, liad dasdc views on quesrions of justice, and 
was oniv-too willing to saenficc the interests and good name of a poor 
widow in the interests of patridan mlidarity within Haji village. 
Slaughtering a pig and a gpjt he gave a feast to reconcile tlic aggrieved 
o wner of the brass plate and Daiii Pda, the suspected thief, but recouped 
his expenses by atraching Sano JVali to bis IiouseJiold and m ale m g her 
sv^ork for liim. The cider s found no flaw in this situation. They could 
not establish who had stolen the plate, and Chobb’s proposal tneaiu tie 
end of the troubtesome dispute, Sano Rah, at whose expcnie haimony 
had been restored, entered Chobin s bouse as a bond servant. Site was 
allowed to g)0 about fieely and spent most of her rime weaving, a craft 
in w hich the w-ai expert. I doubt whether tluj anangcnieJit meant any 
great haidship for her. As a poor widow without the support of dose 
L-imTTiiTi^ slur hid b any case U> live on casual Lbour, and as a member 
of a rich nun's hotischold her position was rather more scettre than it 
had previously been. 

To the Ap» Tanis thae b a subtle difioence benveen common crime 
and certain acts of violence which are not considered disreputable. The 
prcseividoii of sodal harmony b the siqimoc aim of Apa Tani justke. 
The man OT Woman of low social status, who, thtough habitual petty 
theft, a nuisance and a source of irritation and disuniry, b 

elhnimtnl by public action, w-beicas the rich man who picks a cjuaiTel 
with an equal and in its course captures men, and michan. is allowed 
to carry such a dbpiitc to cDnswlcrable [engths if at the same time the 
general of the village b not diuurbcd and no one sutlers except 
the twt) quarrelling parties. Indeed, the capture of one’s opponent » 
a favourite and usnally Ciiriy effective means of prcsibig a claim and is 
employed mainly in what we may call a civil dispute. But if an 
Ap Tani of wealth and high social status conaJen hh honour at stake, 
he resorts to a very speci^ized procedure in order to restore bii presd^ 
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and humUkic hii cmjmy. He cliallnngei hh opponcni to a eompcddon 
whkb ili£ dxasl dc^Eniirticii of wealth oiid neCoUi hi tliii rclpcci 

tie piillatfli rilffs of dir huliaiti of North-wc*i: Amcria. The ckaHrtigcr 
Siam by killing one or several of hi? mhliaji in ftont of his opponent’* 
housci leaving the meat for the other villagers co eaL For good ransiuc 
he somctiiiics adds to the holocansi by bn^ng such valuables as Tlbran 
belli, blonde plates and swords. If hb Opponent accepts the challenge 
he must slaughter at least the same number of mitlian and destroy 
popmy of equal value m (rom of the chalitngcr a house, 

PonyO Tamar of Hang told tne v-ith pride of ludi a competition. 
Il W occurred a good many years ago, but hearing Tamar describe it 
one would Jmve thought it had Imppened yestcfdiy. 

" You know my DafU miirj Taj TakOn" bc^n the old naan. Some 
yean ago another Dafla, hidii Seke, came to live in hb house- People 
said that this Seke bad had a hand in robbing a Tnithan belonging to 
Bclo Lanipiing, my sister's kinsman by mamage» but die matter seemed 
forgotum and for a whole year licha Seke bved unmolested in Hong^ 
Then oi>c clay wlscn he was going to cut hrewood, Belo Lampung and 
his cLmsmen fell upin lum and dragged him off. 

** Wliai could I do but o^r to ransom, the rnztn ? Had he not been 
bving with my davc 1 It mi just as if he liad been living in my own 
house ! I was responsible for his safely', and Belo Lampting had no 
right to tddnap a man who was as good as my g:ua£, I offo-cd Lampung 
five mitkut as tausom for licta Sche. But Lampung refused to accept 
them, declaring that noibing bur Sckc^s death would satisfy hiiUi Nc^ct 
morning he and his clausmen took Seke to the Kale river, beheaded 
him, cut the body into pieces and threw them into the water. I vm 
very angry'. I sebed two of Lompung^s cows and tilled them witbm 
sight of bis house. But he did not dart to retaliate and like a coward 
ignored the killiDg of his caedc. However, 1 was determined to show 
that people could not dishonour me and kill my ilave^* gticits with 
impunity. So 1 challenged him co a 

“ The finr day I skugliicrcd three of my mithan cows in fioni of 
Lampimg^s home and smashed one bell, one bronze pbte and one sword. 
Umpung rejdk^ by slaugbicritig fow imthan in front of my house, 
but he did not destroy any valuabl». Next day 1 killed ecu miihaa 
and Lampitng killed tW'pity, ] more thim matched these by killing 
thirty on tlie fcJlowing day, bur Lampung, for from admitting defeat, 
collected sixty miihon and killed them on the fifth day. Then 1 called 
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iipOD all my kinidifxt lo lend me midiMi :ii]d when 11ml gathered el^cy 
] %vas ready lo slaughla' them. Lampung could not have imtehcd 
this ntrmbcr, and hb defeat wm omam. But then the cldm of all tiie 
other clans in Hang intcfvciicd ; they penuaded me to kill oidy sixty 
mithaii, to end the /iofdtf by equaUkig Imi not ouisTdppiiig Luopungf 
I agreed* provided Lampking admitted hi$ fimk, and compeiuated me 
for the killing of my slave’s gue^t; Ths he did ^ he paid me a fine 
of one mkhan cow/" 

The iquandedng of io much wealth for the vindication of personal 
honour may appear senseless hut it it arguable that the hVudu never’* 
itielesi plays a mcful f^lc tn mamtaiiitng die equdibrium of Ap Toni 
iodrey. Excessive wealth easily tads to exaggerated sdf^nfidenoe 
and high handedness in die Apa Tani valley as anywhere else in the 
world, and the accumidadoii of too mticb caiilciti die luii ds of a few 
rich fiunilics is ikje in the intemt of village harmony. From the point 
of view of die average villager it is therefore a good thing if two mini 
competing for ptemincncc and leaifenkip relieve each Other of some 
of thdr surplus wealth. The fleih of the slaughtered mithan is not 
wasted, for in a village like Kang» with well over four thousand mouths 
to feed, evcti do^eem of mithan are easily eonsumed, and visitors fiom 
other villages are not laddug when a /irwiif is in progress. Indeed the 
whole valley enjoys a feast at the expense of two rkh men who emerge 
from the contm with their wings comidcmbly dipped. After alf 
mkhan are mranc to be eaten* and the ItsudH hdpi m the eqiikable 
dhtribudon of the available meat. 

While personal rivaliiei within the village can be settled by a ftflwhi 
competidon* dbpuccs bciween mpxilrcrs of different vdiages caimot be 
«ilv^ so i;::asily. if a quarrel arouses scroiig fcelingi on both ddes* the 
CWD communices coniidcr their collective honoui: at stike^ and all attempes 
at mediatioii fail, the only way of casing the tension may be a pre-arran^ 
fight OT mass dud. 

Such a conflkt, called gmhUj usually starts with an armed dirmoti- 
stiauoii of strength of the villager;, who comidcr thcmsdvcsi aggrieved, 
and somedmes such a demomttadpEn suffices to end a dcaiDock or Co 
induce the other party to meet Jranajids for compesissdofii But often 
the challenge h accepted and both sides line up fot battle. Tile actual 
combai is governed by various ndcs and conventions* and as soon as 
them arc cue or two casualties on dcher side the fight u called offi 

Some )TaK before our arrival in ihe vahey* Hmg and Han had 
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been involwd in ^tich Mm of Hang who had a qtiartel with 

dir Dafia village ofBiia, anibushed and capiuicd rwo Bua women when 
diry were m ihetr way to visit friends in Hari at t!ic rime of the Mioko 
oclchratioiis. Both woraeii were put in stocks and Hari's demands for 
the release of their guests were rcfiiSctL 

]-Iiri eondJeted tins a slight on their own honour, for they were 
n»po!Mib1e for the tiCcry of their guests, all die more as the captive 
women had been aceompaniod by a Hari man when they wot ambushed. 
After tome rapid consttltAtions with Bela,^ Mndang Tage and Mkhi 
Bamid^ ah villages hiendly with Bua, Hari eirnllmgcd Hang £0 a 
and the challenge was accepted- The Hang men replied dut they wcTir 
teady to fight; * they would shoot arrow for arrow, hurl spear for sp:ar 
and draw sword for swordL* 

On the day fixed foi the contest^ die men of Had and their allies, 
all canning enormous pikes some fifteen feet loug, and krgie rectangular 
shields of rtiithan hide* lined up on the fields Below Hang^ 

The liong men, enraged by the challenge, killed one of the captive 
wopicn and btimt her body m hoot of a shrine. Tl\m they came 
out to fight. There was a great dral of dtouring, but the combatant! 
kept at a topectfiil dkimice- Flight! of arrosvs were exchangeth and 
the Hari men and iheir allies dashed, forward with their pikw> hui there 
was no getKTid mcl^. Vastly oumumbeted, the Hang men gradually 
gave way, and the attackers entering the garden area tsegan to damage 
die fences and bamboo groves- Men of Hnja and Dura, die only villages 
who had remamed oentrol in the quaitch had come to watch the fight 
and suddenly die rumour spread among them that Pnnyo Tamar's sou 
lay dying fiom on arrow wound in die chest 

This sobered the men of Hiri. To kill the son of Hang'^s kading 
mart was mote than they had intenikd, and they feared that if die boy 
died* rcUtioiu with Hang would be emhittered for a tong tune to come. 
Though on die threshold of the village, they withdrew and broke off the 
contesr. 

Subsequently it was discovered that die rumour was exaggerated 
h was tnie that the boy had been wounded, but the injury was not 
Tcrkius. Haii's cisualrics wero two wounded. 

Two months later the surviving Bua woman was ransomed by her 
busilxmd but there were never any formal peace negotiations between 
Hari and Hang, Tlic fight liod b™ the fimd word in the duputc and 
normal rtkcioQS were gradually tr-eiEablidiedL 
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Af cbc wccki pasfci} anJ wc got u kntvn* nunt nf die prominent 
Ap It Taiiis» \ collected more and inore accotmti of inddi-^ts that reflected 
the mccracdcin of sofiai forces. Bur tc was not untiJ much Utcr that 
I discovered the or^^nizadori which undedics th^ whole sy&tcm of 
village government- 

Whcfi yoiA walk through m Apa Tani vilh^c^ you fmil that here 
and there the socers broaden and a raised platform of enormous pknks 
stands b a licde piazza. Such a platform is tile rrtectbig place of a dan, 
and it appears that the clam are mote or I™ itmlhcd, the houses of 
each occupying a separate quarter. In most villages tlicre are patridan 
as well as plebeian dans, and many of the latter share an awmhly 
platform with thdr patrons of ffliife dass. 

Each of che&e exogamous and Icmalizrd dims it represented by one 
or wo men of characccf and ahUiry, who arc appointed either 

from among the members of a family of tiigh sutns and tvedth or cm 
aocounc of thcii personal populanty- There arc three types of Aiihbij l 
the Mitt luli^ng^ mm of mature expericnoe^ btit too old to take a very 
active part in villagt affaii^ the yapn in/rdriif, midJIj3>-agcd men who carry 
on negodattans and sit on the village coiindK ^d the ajijtig 
young tneti who are cMploycJ as messengo^, gn-bmswns and aidnams 
of the yapa huH^mg. 

CoUct^vdy the huHimg art the arbiters of tribal law and the up- 
holders of tribal Jusdet, but the mdividiul ^rc ptimarily ihc 

spokesmen of their own dan or group ofdanSi and nor village headmen 
wielding absolute authority. The duties of the bnlimig arc not those 
of a polkc, and they do not take action unicts a dispute Iiis become 
a public tssLie and concents the conimimiry os a wbolc^ 

Fot all hit social seme and capacity for co-operadon b economic 
martm, the Apa Tani is a g^«t individuoliii. Hit firtr reaction to any 
wftmg is ID hit bode and retiievi; his loss or vindicate his honour , rather 
than. £0 appeal to the As a rule, it is only when a quarrel liai 

dragged on for a cojasidcrahle timCi or when it threatens to spread to 
posoru ouende the hnmediate family drde of the oppodug poiticn 
and thus to endanger the peace of the whole commimity chat the 
entte die field and testore the peace dthcr by bitiating negodadoiu or 
by coercive action. 

If the most unobtrusive govcfiiment is the best, the Apa Tatib score 
heavity over many pijmidve races and cwm a good many dvilizcd 
imioKi, They cemardy do not like to be told what to do and m most 
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cnicrpnscs they fall almost insdncdv^Iy imo io smooth a ooH-ofhcratiow 
that any stcronj; leadership would scon supcrfiuoos. I Ic^mt tx> appreciate 
dus discipline and anmmape co-opetatton when cmvelling with Apa Tani 
porters^ but I alsso expericnerd how dJlTurull it was to impose on Apa 
Tanis any oncsidc atichoriry. Eveu thdr own hiiltang will be ignored 
if, uxida the pressure of such in authority* they osfcxslep their nonml 
^MIvctiorcs as niedbton and leprcicmarivcs of the public wilh and try 
to g?vc cHcct to unpopular measures. 

Jwt an the Apa Tanis'' economic system b adminhty ac^usted to die 
potcntialldes of thrir enwonmrut so the social ordcTp stabilised as it 
seems diarini^ cenrunes of peaceful development^ ensures the secuiiry of 
pToperry necessary for the tree play of economic forces with a fnbiiimijii 
of inteifcrcnce in private a£^s. Compared lo the hazards of life m 
a Dafla village* there is also a great sense of personal security ; the 
n tiTTi'hrf of Apa Tanis who meet with a violent death at the hands of 
fellow trifaennezt b small and a must have a tong crimiji aJ record 
before such extremr retribution overtshes him, 

p an-irbti Apa Taiiis, however* am estremdy sensidve to any slight 
on tlidr family honour, and husbaiids of vveU^bom girU arc oreful never 
to touch the pride of their parents-indaw. More than one young man 
confessed to me that he would like to matry a second but that 
be was afiaid hb Erst wife's parents would comidcr sudi a marriage as 
an insuli to their daughter and xhcoisdvcs and take drastic action. 

RjcUrions between a man and hb pa£miES^[n4aw can be the subject 
of great stress and diis was CKemplified by the enriom case of l^oiiyo 
Tamo of Each, a small hitnlet just outside H:mg« who captured his 
own dODHUi-law, Tapi Puwng, and kept hini tied up for many memths, 
Ponyo Tamo wai a rather grulT, cMerly man, with a worried lw>k on 
his face and a ridictiLciiiiiy imalj ltair4mot. Tapi Pusang was young, 
handsome and obviously a favourite with the India;, 

Many years previously Tapi Pusang had mamed Ponyo TamoV 
sister s daughter, but the match ended in a divom, and Pouyo Tamo* 
giving him a second chancep consented to Pusang’s marri^e with his 
own daughter Sante, The conpic had no children* but for ten years 
they Jived cogether widiout major dissensions. 

Suddddyi however^ Pusang took a dislike to Sajite. " What svould 
you think of a husband^*' asked Ponyn Tamo, ** who drove his wife 
from hii house ? Again and again Saute tried to ictum to him* but 
every dme her husband tuitied her away. Time after time* I tried to 
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m^e him « Tcasoni^ but he vtfzi as imbboni si s mithMi bull. Ac 
hii he had the impudence to enme to my hoitse 4Jid ask me to Like 
tny daugluer back. This give tnr my chance. My two soiu happeoed 
to be at home* and wtr got hold oTPusang ^d put him ui stockiu Thu 
was half s year ago, and ail thb time we have had to keep him ded up. 
It is a lot of croublc, hue Fusang w^on'e give in. Would you like to soc 
what my bouse looks like ? ” 

] said I would, and we climbed thtough bamboo groves to the top 
of 3 stHjII hill above the houses^ which w^e used as a pitd-A-ien^ whenever 
w^e stayed at Hang. The four houses of Karh stood on the cfown of 
this hiU , and one of them had bccEt iianifbiinrd into a miniatLire rorcrcsiL 
It was suTTounded by a paJisadc that tow'ered above the roof l there 
was no &ODt entrance but at the back a liigh bidder Jed vp to a gate 
tn the fetuoc twenty fee: above the ground, aud another led down Lnio 
iltc courc^'ird of the house^ What a job the women must have had 
bringing home ihe water twice a day t High abiwc the Jadder a smalt 
platform had been built on stout bamboo poles and seated on this one 
member of Tamo's family kept a nighily ■watclu 

T admired Tamo^s mgsmity in making his house proof agabisc escape 
and he told me diiat unless his sortht-Uw agreed to take back his wife 
or to pay a ransom of one hundred midm-values,^ he would condnuc 
to keep him ptisoner, however meonvctiknt k might b< for die other 
inmaies, Ncgotiatkini with Pusang's kiniGtcn hid started, hut no 
definire offer had been made. 

Same, the cause of all die trouble, was too $by to give her versian! 
of the scory. She was a thin and ino^Eeniivc-looking svotnan of about 
thirty* bekizig diejoliitiKS and rosy cheeks which m jk& so nuiry young 
Apa Tani women attractive. Unhappiness was writtEii on her face, 
ind t doubled whethei her fathrt'i policy of secuiing Iwr husband's 
penon was much help in bdgblumng bet domesde life^ The atmeupherc 
at family meakf wbra she had to serve her capdvc husband, must ha.vc 
been a little straitirEL 

Whrai 1 fevtsited Kadi a year bier the fence Itad been removed 
from Tamo's hciuse. Pmang's clansmen bad ransomed him by pying 
forty mrdian-^vaJues as omipaisatioit for the loss of face liis wife had 
suflerctL The parties were rcccmdlcch but Fu^g and Sante had 

^ This ms^i^sun: uaniUicd u * mjthan^’rtluf" ii used for accruing the value d" 
<aifk md cturtetpccids migh ly to the value of j mull calf; i fult^mwn mithun 
il Ungtth fiiUl * miftiww inJiie. 
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Hkug vilkge played an impcittani pact, but it n significant that for 
mafly months they cook no action co pment the itUpriKMitnciU of one 
fiiUow ^ilbgcr by anodicT. Their atdasLlc wtis that the quarrel con¬ 
cerned only nvo fainilicr. and smcc ir did not disturb the general peace 
thdr intervention was noi caUed toe until tlic parties approached them 
witli tim request for incdkcioai 

Disputes atitmg from dissennon between husband and wife arc not 
frequme, however^ and tbccc are Few divorces. Tlit gr^eat fnccdoiiL tu 
ntalieis of sex whkh boUi men and women «ijby before martiagc 
scenu to make for mblc unions in Inter life and tn comta-Jistinmen to 
many Middle Indian tribes ihc Apa Tanis are not gra^y addicted to 
the paidnic of abduoing each ochcrV wives. The general stability of 
nmn-iages does not preclude casual iovc-aflairs between y^tutg tnartied 
men and uimiachcd girls* but only if the first wife agrees can a husband 
add a second wife to the householiL 

Such agreement seczni to be rarely fortbeoming and in Haja, a vdJage 
of some six hundred and forty houses^ there were only diree men with 
more than one wife, Kago Blda, however^ one of the richest and most 
influential of the yonngjcr men. lold me laughingly tine he hoped to 
build up a polygamous household in the fashion of rich DaflaXp I did 
not doubt lus ability to conticnt several wtunen^ Rofy-^Ehecltcd, power- 
fully built oiul always well and rather expetnively dnessed, be was the 
pkture of a man fond of good living ; the aplomb with whkh he would 
enter an assembly must have wen him the heart of any woman admiring 
virility matched with dcgancc* and his person radiated the good dicer 
of a man in harpiony widi the world and him$cif (PL lo). 

His irrepressible good humour, bow'tver, endeared him to both of 
iw, and Betty encouraged his coafiiknces with the assurance that ao 
woman conU hope for anything better dian to find a pbee in Iiis home 
even os a frcotid^ third nt fourth wife. The number four W2S rndoed 
in his mind, and Jie lold ui that three girb—whose namei he did not 
wnfabnJd—had agreed to be bis addmonal ^vives^ One was fiom Duca, 
Due from Hari^ and one &om Bela. Hh first wife* who had bom him 
two daii^^oo, but at yet no son+ had aheady ^ven her pemiiision and 
hex Lmnnen too had been sounded. He hod spoken—and probably 
mere chim spoken—to the girls of liit choice^ and when be was 5urc 
of their willingness, he liad obtained the consent of thdr fiithcn. Ah 
was arranged and next year he svoiild hegio the series of weddiugi by 
So 
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marrying Cliigi Pipui of Duta. He would kill i tnidufi and fciit aU 
tlicir frieudi ami kiusriKU* but there would be umlicr rinial nor a priesr 
[O consult tin: Dnkcmi 

Ttie other tiiatriagcs wouy follow and we ihought it cntisidmte 
of £ida to spaee lib weddings ad that eadi bride shouy liavc a honcy- 
ruoon of her own* li is auioiruuy in polygarooiiA hotLScholds for every 
wife to have a ^paratc hearth and her own granary and Bida waa already 
Apcaldng of extending bh liouSe. 

But only a man v«y sure of hist poiidon can marry more than one 
wife. Kari^ who looked so dashing and adveuiurous, was very much 
tinder the thumb of his pretty yotaig -wife. He once confessed that 
although he could cadi)' get any number of gLrh to marry lum* his wife 
and her family would never allow him to taJtje a second wife, Wl^thcf 
he W'a£ averse to casual adventtircs^ [ cannot say^ but he always seemed 
auxiom to rettim to hts own house^ Ottce w'ben 1 w as camping in 
Hang, and we were sJcitng round the ftne in the crening, Karu delihcrated 
w'hcther he should w'alk back to in the moonlight or ipcuiJ the 
tught in Hang, He was not fijghtmed of being capnircd by Oaflai, 
he said, but a spirit might seize Itim on die way and make him ilL The 
Hang mm teased hiin for his cagcraesa ts> return to liis wife : Have 
you no ghl Irlciidi in Hang?'* they questkmetL But Khru was not 
to be drawn and cetorced that die Hang people bad all dark coiuplc^ons 
—he did not evat want to look at die women of Hang. None of them 
were as lighr-coUiured or as pretry as the gtds of Dutn and Hari. 

1 was surprised to find thh prcferciiec fof a light crjroplmon—lO 
widcAptcad dirougb the length and breadth of India—current also amemg 
the Apa Tanbt ^d 1 wondered whether die comparadvdy Ughier pig- 
mentadon of the marc prominem pamcion ta m i t i e s might have led to 
the expression of such a preference* 

Apa Tani women have great fitedum hi managing their Iiuuseholci 
affairi. They cnii scU grain and cattle without cocuuldng tbcic husbands^ 
whiie □ man will rarely dispoK of any pm of bb crop imdt he has 
disemsed the deal with Ids wife* indoed Pouyo Tamar told me that 
K ^ household was ^ort of food^ a wife imght cvm friJ a piece of her 
hioband a land. Should brnband and wife mief indepcndaitly in^ 
rouflirting commkmettcs regarding the safe of say, che same mithait^ 
tile wife^A amngement would he upheld^ even at the cxpciue of the 
hiubaod^i plans. 

The marriage bond does not end with death. In Neli, the Land 
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of the DcJih huihajiJi ini) wives Uw together igairi iiid a woman who 
on this crarth hid more rh^n our husband will rejdti the man with 
whom sfic was fiist Tinkccl. 

Though an Apa Taiu marriage is believed to outLut life itself, its 
coodiusioii is a cajual affiuj luiaccompaiiicd by ceremonies or religksiis 
rites. Theft is no function which cx^nld be described as a wedding. 
If a young couple have agreed to get tnarried cicber the girl tomes to 
live ill the young man^s house^ or lie joins her parrnti' household, both 
being tempotary and infornial arrangcrorJits nndl such a time as the 
yming couple cm build a house of thiaf own. It b a fidicr s duty to 
provide hii sons with hou^evskts, but the establishment of a separate 
bousehold may be delated for many montlu. 

when a young couple move into ihcii owxi house they invite the 
dmmien of both games to a kind of house-warming party' md entertain 
them with the meat of mirhan or plg^ licc and Large quantities of beer^ 
Patridatts and wclI-tfMlo muf^ usiMlly pay a bride^price. vvhidi varies 
fiom <mc to five miEhaii. and the gill's parenu give thdr daugluer a 
dcfwry of oruamencs^. household vessels and clotlies. BoEh bride-price 
and dowry arc paid only afirf husband and wife have lived with each 
other for vonte rirnct and the bride-price docs not comritntc m cu&rcc^ 
iibit obligation as among DoHaSp but b Tathcr in the nature of a gift 
of good-will. 

By aUowing their children full freedom to dioose their mantage 
pamicrs, the Apa Tauis dispense with mamage alliances as an opetatm: 
b the compeddon for sod4] status. WhOe to the Daila marriage is 
one of the principal devices for securing a favourabk place in the nct- 
worV of fiicndihips and iillianecs on which wraldip power and life itself 
dqjcnds the Apa Tjinis by litric emphasis on this aspect of marital 
rckdons. To diem marriage is predonunaudy a private and 

though bodi patiictam and mum mmt seek their permaiymt parEnefs 
within thdr own ckss, they do not usually marry for the late of stanii 
and wcaltk Whether the infecrioiu choerfulnM of most Apa Tanis 
h the result of happy and sads^ing tebtiom between mot and women, 
1 would not dare to uy. But the paudry of nnuita! disputes^ elope* 
meuD and divorces diai are hrougbr befone the village coundls certainly 
speaks for a matrimonbJ system which on die whole Jeads Co harmony 
and crnitcnimctit. 

We have only to kiok acto&s the boidcrs of the Apa Tani country 
CO hud ca« of abduction as one of the more Sequent causes of bloods 
ai 
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Among the Ap^ Tmis such cus cmc Wotoen aic tieiihef 
objects of poUdes noc ardclcj of wealth. They <!o least half of the 
work and cotttcol i faigc part of the mbe*s ecoaK>nuc resources; ihcf 
ftilc lUid *n mgtiing s inthntdatiC thctr^ husbands about as much as the 
women of mcce cavStzrd societies do^ but it scciiu that both men and 
women tbnvc on thii amuigeiiicut and the laughter that you 
whrffvrf Apa Tahis are gatbeted is the best proof of the fncndltncg 
smd watmib ofhmn^ixladoiii that despite ali facdom and feuds normally 
pervade the tribe's iodid life. 
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ROUT£S TO THE NORTH 

COLD and stormy evaiing at the end of May I nras siidng 
tip in bed wntkig my diary when Cbj^ Nime burst througli 
the dooTi he paused on the Areshotd and then rushed in, blowti 
from behind by a scjualt of tain. Seeing nothing untoward tn our night 
amre he htmg up tps dripping rain do^ and sat down beside the 
He had, be Midt just perEbnned a rite to bong about an improvement 
in the weadicr and, tetuttiliig &oni ttic sacrifLda] pUce under the Pape 
pines, be had judged it ziiarc pleaiant to spend an haitf ai our liitiidc 
than watk back to Duia in die jnud and rabi. He produerd i gtecft 
baiiibcM:! odin tlut ctmiaincd the twenty-four eggs iie kad offered to 
the gods : the >belb had been left to deck thn ahar, but the whites and 
the yolks were ihe pcrtjiiiiitc of the priest, and he proposed to share 
them with us. He threw a few logs on she fire, prodded the einhert 
to a biaac and then he put die eggs to bake hiddc the bamboo ieceptade, 
which tdtimatcJy he split open with liii sworcL 

We spent a pleasant evening sitiing coimd the fin:, Jtnj the 
baked in green bambcKi sap were an excellent mack to eai with rice* 
beer. After a Jirde 1 began fes coax Niinc into telling me of his experi- 
rneci in the viUiigca to the north of the Apa Tani country^ I had kcowrp 
for some rime of his excumotu ititci fbU aresi but » any 

mfbmiadon on the villages of the Upper KJiru and Kamia valleys was 
of the titrnmt importance to us if ncxi season we wetc to explore the 
borderlands acyoiniug Tibet, I had curbed my curiosiry undl 1 found 
ihc right moment in ivhich to broach the subject. 

Here was the opponunity ; on this dreary eveuuig it seemed tm- 
probable that any edict Apa Tanl would brave the rigours of the night 
and break in on our coiivcrsariDn. 

Nime never needed much cneotmigemcnc to talk, and afiei a few 
rounds of ricc-iecr, he plunged into die tale of tiis adventures with 
great zc 3 t 
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Five ytao ago, lie toUl tii, wat die first runf: kr iaJ venruxed ou 
3 tir4£img excunioii to ibe &J north, ilr had bci^ ^dog £nctids irt 
Lidia, and it they who liaJ pcfsnacicd iiim to iccompoity them^ 
Since then he had ci™e lepcatcd the exploit; and op bodt ooLasiotn 
he had travdlrd with his Dafla GiimcU. But now^ he remarked sadly, 
the quarrel with Licha had put an old to all ^uch Itieradve trading 
expedidous. 

Coniidcring Nbiie*s rile at the meedng of ctders when he had actex! 
as Spokesman for those who demanded the cxterminarioii of Licha^ t 
was not a liidc surprised co leam of io recent a reJadonship of trust 
betwren himsdf and the current enemies of the Apa Tanin 

On alt these trips Ntmc had set cm from Lidia^ and with his DaEa 
eonipaniops journeyed thmugh the Paliji valle^\ The fnsE night they 
had reached Blabu. a village from wlikh he could see the Khru rivet 
iti rise valley far below. Tl^re the people were friendly aJid l]£ had 
paid for the hoispitaHiy he had received svith salt. From Bbbu be had 
travelled westwards along the hills banking the Khru, and cn the jccon J 
day came to the Lchb area, k was open, grasMnd-hracken cotimry; 
the mountains were steep* covered even b March with deep snow^ and 
the settlements were Urge with long lines of bouses bude againsr the 
hilli. The people mlrivated like die Liciia Daflas, growing rice* miller 
and on bill-ilopc^ but they seemed 10 have mote plciuifut supplies 
of grain than the Dallas he knew iu the KJyi and Panior valleys,. 

In tlic country round Lchla, a grrat ded of 4 tubbcr-likc substance 
used for waterproofing baskets is fpund, and on two trips Ntmc brought 
back at much ' rubber * a? he could convenkndy orry* He paid for 
his purchases with salt, Tibetan swords and an As^amme silt cloth* and 
made a cotmdejrablc profit from resdliiig rile rubber irt the Apa Tani 
counuy. On his ilurd crip Ninic bought not nibberi but throe white 
beads as large as lienV eggs i riwse he wore mth his priest's regalia and 
for flvTTi he paid twelve pounds ot salt. 

In Lebla he had met people fiom many neighbouring villages and 
some of them told lum t>f ^rit trade svith Tibetans who cajne over 
a pass several ilays^ tnaTtii to the west to hirttr valiiablcs for ikios, fiin 
and dyes. Ninie partkylarly remonbered the men from the villages 
of Yaridi> and Yambu. Who could forget people vrho wore such Scanty 
clothes, declared Nltne* and he roared with laughret pulling up liis 
own doth above his ^tomadi., he demonstrated how the Yandti-Yarabu 
men mod Utde bimboo shields to covet thdr private parts. When 
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guarding the crop** lie added, they beat nii their penii cover* tt’itk 
woodm jdtb and the n<mc wa* to scare die birdi feotn the 

ripening oops- 

Retttming frorn liii last trip to Lebbr Nime had brought with him 
one of hia Yando friends^ This man had been eagerr to see for himself 
the valley about whidi Nime had doubdess related many talci and he 
had spent several mouths in Dutzt. t cnijuited whether lie was still in 
the Apa Tani valley, but icamt tkat he had died less than a month before 
out imv^aL This was disappouiimg, for he must have been a most 
remarkable chaca£tcr--tbc only man* I judgedL in the Subatmri re^on 
wbo bad ciessed the whole breadth of the Himalayas i he had bccti 
a Sequent visitar to Tibet and from the Apa Tani coontry he jonmeyed 
to the plain* of Asmn, whete he stayed mairy mDutlis. When ] asked 
Nime how his Yanclo friend had enjoyed his sojourn in the Apa Tani 
valleyi he replied that of course he had eigoycd it very much, and no 
doubt as die honoured guest of the iiiHuendal Chigi Nime of Dtita he 
had cceeived the best the Apa Tauis eould provide. But uJUeb^ 
travelled man had held no high opiniou of Assam, anti had compaied 
it tmCivourably svith Tibet, In Assam he* as a travclkr* had been offrred 
nothing, neither food, lodging nor alms+ hut the Tibcuni had cntertiiiicd 
him Iwpiiahly wbctcvcr he went, and iti some houses hit host had cvm 
slaughtered a sheep ro provide meat for bb journey* 

Nunc s account of the Lcbla area wbirh Uy outside the area survc^'cd 
by the Miri Misaton talUai on the whole with the infonnadon T had 
gatlirred from the DaBai w^ho had vhited our camp. But ii w*as more 
detailed and in one importajit point fus infomiaidon was of pardculat 
mtcrcsc, Niine W35 sure that the Ehni valley did not extend much 
bc>'ond LchU—ho had had the source of the river pointed out to him 
Scorn a hill-^p. On the Survey of India map* fhe counc of the Upper 
Khru is tentatively ttuxted as flowing from the Great Hiiiiala5^ range, 
and now dlere seemed two possibiUda. Either the Khru is mi^ 
shoner than it had hitherto been ^smmed* or having left the vaTcy of 
the Khru before ever reaching Lebla, Nime had mistaken 3 tributary 
for the main stream. 

The Miri Mission had bccti told chat the only route to Tibet leading 
rhrmigh the iLhru valley^ left the right bank cf the rivef^ and, siziking 
nearly due west crossed the Himalayaii main range by a high pass. 
Nmic'i story encouraged us to bdjcvc that this might he live one used 
by dvc people of Yaudo and Yambu and that after the monsoon 
16 
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we might wicb hii kdp be able to mth the 2m iit diicct mueh with 
Tibet- 

Buc all such plans depended on two factoTS: the co-operarion of 
the Apa T^m as pofim and the scnlcmcnt of the Aps Tanis’ feud with 
Lichi, the village which straddled this muce to clw Upp« Khru and 
domiiini^d ihe potidcal scene. 

The anicude of the DaEas was sdll anybody's guess. Those of licha 
undoubtedly r^arded m as the fdctids and allies of die Apa Tinif, and 
thefcfoir with sxispidon if not with hosdlityp but many Dafias &am 
other Yiilagcs had been to visit at Pape and I bad found them plcaimt 
more virile and peefaaps more * savage' than the Apa Tams bin 
certrinly amembte 10 h^niUy owrtnfes. I was convinced that an under-- 
standing with the Daflas was tiot only possible but necessary for the 
success of next ’winrer's expcdiiaon towards the Himalayan main range 
and I toot a great deal of trouble to impress all chose who came to sec 
me of the advantage of fiiendly relations wirh Govemmem. 

The largest Dafla xdlbtgci that lay On die frii^e of the Apa Tam 
valley were Jorum and Talo. The leading men of Jonim had been 
among my first visitors, but Toko Bar^ the most protnincni man of 
Taio, and a figure of almost legendary wealth and i^ucnce, had main* 
xaitted bb disunce during the ihnx mombs of my stay. When in a 
fiicndly message I mvited bim to Dura, he exoised hiniMif on the plea 
of pressing bumiess, but »caE his wife as a penonal otvoy. She was 
a very self-p[>s$cssed bdy of digiufied bearings whose beauty w'as gready 
disfigured by an cnotmous goitre* With her came a growu-op 9otx 
and two dives to carry a preient of fowls and a very goed bmw of 
millet beer. 

Toko Voytnn^ for $0 she was called, ^te very plcasaotly of dm 
and thatt btic she suooeeded in misleading me <m one most vi^ poiu^ 
Loud in her procrstidom of fiictidihip, she pretended that Tala coo 
sui&ted irom the aggressions of Dcha and that every year die villagen 
of Tdo lost many niithan and cowt a* a ttsttih of raids by Licha attd 
dieir ally Niclom. At the dme it seemed a likdy ttory, but later 1 leatm 
dut Toko Bat had the dos^ fimdly dcs with both these viltagei^ and 
through him our turentions and our movements were relayed to the 
DafijLs of licha. 

As ihe tinie of our departure drew near the Tanis of Hija and 
Dun began piesiing me for an assurance chat after cbc runs Govern-' 
meuE would send " sepoys " into die hiUs and so end thdr troubles with 
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tilt CjHu of Lkh^ One ila,y they uEicierlnicd the urgenrj* of tbeir 
pIndJngt by bdngmg one of tbeir ptiEdidy owned mitkan to Pape; 
the mithaji they detkreJ wa to be s^mEijccfl in dbc intcrniii uf om 
At a tieinby altar the auLniai was tied iq a tree and xhttt 
cefcnioniilly fed widi bamboo IcavcSi Chi^i Nime drew Kb sword 
from ks iheath, wd tungtug at the animal one of Iiii long Incan^ 

cidons. He called on the mithan not to grieve over ks dc'atK—it 
would die iti a good and worthy causes—the strengthening of the frictid^ 
ship between the Apa Tanii and GovemmeoL As Lkha was die enemy 
of the Apa Tanif, so ihoiiU die mithan's soul become Lidm^ enemy, 
go to LkJti and trouble the inhahitants. fr shoiihl nor complain at 
being saoifiecd, for the godi had given the Apa Tanh mithan lor 
daughter- lit such a vtiti Nimt condnued for a long timi% but at last 
the mithait was LillccK and die meat \V3$ divided into ccjnal sliam and 
dimibiircd among all the honscholds of Duta and Haja. We too 
received a. diarc and rgoiced in the Succulent fleshy wliicli wai the first 
mithan meat we had tasted since out arrival in die Apa Tani couiicry. 

The Apa Tanh*^ fifwjQcnt bids for a definite promise of litip against 
Lieba cansctl me some embarraj^mentp for I epuid not commit Govern- 
menc Oil a specific course of acdou iii the politkal fiejii ] knew that 
the e^rtendott of poiitka] comrol over i large part of ihc tribal area wai 
pan of Govcmmcisfs policy and that the cstabtbhmcnt of some outposts 
iiiimiied by Assam Rifles wotdd be the incvitahlc concomitant of such 
coniroh hut no deemons had yet been t^Jeen on the details of this policy i 
tier on the programme foe next season's touriiig. 

So I discnised with Nada Chobtn^ Ghigi Nime^ Padi Layang and 
other Apa Tanl notables the part thai they were prepared to play if 
a more substantial c3q>editioti came into the hilli in die followitig w^inuct. 
Such an expedition, would certainly require a great many pocicfSp I 
explained ; no number shon of two himdrcd would be able to keep 
irp die comnumiciatiotis of an adequate escort of sepoys. The Apa 
Tani elders assured me in their gnmiksi manner that two hundreds 
nay Ibur bnndred porters, would be nesulUy fonheuming in the coid 
weather when the harvest had b«n branghi in* 

Bnt when 1 meiidobEd chat 1 \vould soon be rctumiiig to the pliimf 
and wtHzld need some durry porters to utc me as far as Perre; tliey were 
noT so confidcDL They pointed out diat die rime of the year in whidi 
the Apa Tanis were used to leave their own country luJ long passed, 
Tlic men were feaiful of making the journey lo die plabu* or indeed 
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[mdensikmg any long nek once ttf taia* Iwui com^t fw -in die damp 
low valley? of die foothills they w«e certain to fall ilL 

Thii ft-'ar unfortunately a welWoiindcd one, ajid ^xTcnl of the 
Apa Tallis who had lately cniuted as porters aud aecoinpanied partios 
of CaJlongi to the plahu, had gone down tviiK malaria soon after their 
mum and one of them lud diedL The Api Tanii, whose owu cotioiry 
lies above the fLuigifr lonc, seem to have very little rcastauce to diis 
disease, and it was only the untiring csfcrtions of our doctor whieh kept 
the casualties so low. At first he had been hampered Ijj’ the jnflesibtliry 
of Apa Tani belief and custom which decreed that, fiir thnae days after 
the propiriapon of disease spirits, no stiangef should enter the liotuc 
of sickness and that the pariait should not swallow any medidmit which 
came &om outride the house. Gradually, however, he ovcrcatne these 
prejudkes, and hy the end of the season it was qtdte an esubJished 
routine for people to fetch him as soon as a nun who had been to the 
plaim went down wth iever. 

The Apa Tani women were always nervous wlicn dicir menfolk 
left Ole valley on some errand for us, and would coone and worry ns 
over thdr welfare if tbdr icttim was overdue. I well remember the 
night when Nadu Uida'i wife liairicd ui so penistendy that we hardly 
had an hour's consecutive sleep. Nada flida wM a young man of 
patrician fantily w^hom we often employed as a messenger, and one 
evening, having rctuined from North Lakhiinpur with out post, he 
sat a while b)' our fiieride and warmed himself with a mug of IhjnOr 
before gfiing to the village. At about eleven tint niglii we sverc 
lying peacefully in bed, when the door of our room vr^s. pushed aside 
and in rqn w BiJa’s vrife: she wept and poured out such a long talc 
of wot that I got up and woke Toni so that he could tdl me what was 
the maciicr. flida it seemed had ntn teached home, Wliai had happeaed 
to him ? Temi patted h« patcBially on the arm and assured her that 
her husband had xetutned from his jemmey early m liie evening, and 
after delivering our post had left Pape in gpod Iwalth imral hour* 
ago. Somewhat reassured she went away, and I went bafk lo bed. 
But it was not long before once mote we heard her cries of “ BitU, 
Bida", and there she was standing in out doorway again, demanding: 
to know where Bida was. Throughom the night she woke la at interval* 
with her call of " B^'b^ Bidi", a all so insistent and so plaiiidvt that 
in the early hours we grew amrioui in spite of ourselves, fearing that 
iOine misffintiite h^d overtaken liint on ius way from the camp. 
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Wc tseed nor hwe worried, for nc3rr motning Kam* of the 

night’s dmurbancc, C3Jiie ro icU me thqt Bids had spent die nighi in 
a granar)' mth hii gki-frimd. Ar code's crow he had ^ne to KaniV 
henue to establish an dibl and the two pretended thar BLda [lad 

joined Raru for dimicr and. being lireti, stayed m for the night. 

J ^diLcd Karu whetho: Nada Bidap whose mairiage of ten years* 
landing was duJdleUp could tale hh giri-^&iend as second wife. " He 
would not dancg"" was the answer^ Hb wife^s relations aft importani 
p«pJc of Beda. They would feel insnlted if be Cook a second wife; 
they would ccttainly Hdnap him and cue off hi% hair, if they heard ikai 
snch was hi^ intention/' 

Through of good family and a dhtaiit relative of the powerful Chobin^ 
Bida Was not well off His ImpfovidcnE faihet bad been too fond of 
rice-beer and bad sold most of the family liud w'liilc BhLl was cjuicc 
young, and Bida him self easy-^ing and unaggreaive, had few products 
in a iWctly compedtivc economy. Tbongb tnuucteulul in matrrul 
marten he had artanied the status of the N^ada cfa if i principaJ prir^ 
and spirit edJer^ 

Apa Tam priests nimt have good memones so that tt^y rnn recjte 
the long chants which arc a part of cvciy' sacrificial Iice^| and in cheir 
dreams they must be able to visit the world beyond and bargain with 
the spuiis for tlie soul of the sick who love been cattied off pfcmalnrELly 
to Ndin But they need not be nuxleLs of respcctahility. Nn Apa Toni 
coinidered Bida s aniorotis advcnturei mcDtitpadble w'Edi his pusitiou 
as mediator between men and the spirit world, and wbilc he was dhu biless 
afianl of hii wile and her inJluenda] IdxiiEiieit, his dalliance with pretty 
girls did not of&nd the moral laws tmdjcrwriticn by snpcmaoiral pow^rfs. 
The gods and the ipims art particular in mac^eca of respect and the exact 
tutunc of the of&tings they ore tendered, but they are indifferenr to 
the sexual behavioiit of the priese who conduces the rites. And so were 
the wtstshjpperSf who likctl Bida for bis good humonr and smiled at 
his "wifeV exhihitioiis of jealousy. 

At the bcginiiiiLg of May we began to woiMlcr liow much longier 
we could Safely remain in the hiTlx In the south of tndta h is genmUy 
assumed that the tnoniodin breaks about die 7th ofjunc and funber north 
popular belief has fixed the isdi as the day on which the rains hreat 
So we had diought it Safe to plan Our departure for the first week in 
June, Buf on the jth of May a party of Gallongs rctnnung fiom North 
Ukhiuipur hrought the news that the waim of the Penre had nearly 
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tcidicJ eke briclgc. The Gallcngi spokjc ot clur terrific sc^nc at die 
conducnce of the two ^ttcams ; if die waceri rose ii (cw focc more ihc 
bridge would be iwcpE niis wi* rlicir opmioD^ and 1 thought 

sadly of the DafliS* sclf-iSSURncc when they dedared that the river 
would nevtT tcaclv the hr/d of theh lofiy stmitoitip 

If the bridge were wodicd away our return to the platm would be 
difikulf and there iuicasmes» tn the camp as the more inogtiutive 
members of our staff already saw thcroscJvcs maioaned tn the bilh fot 
the duration of the monsoom Bow would live wiihour salt, sugar, 
teu pr withour any fk but the rather doubtful Apa Tani pork ? Karu» 
overhearing our delihcradoni, staled categorically that after the lunar 
month cnjfcig late in May, none of the Apa Tanis would undertake the 
Journey n> the plaim^ 

Rciuecmtly we dedded to advance tlw date of our depaiturc to 
May aijtL The Gallongs were to begin at once moviiig the camp 
egutpmem to Joyhing and then they were to renmi ro meet us half¬ 
way on our downward Journey, wliile the Apa Tani dan cldecs ptemised 
to raise the poiten to ejWr us as for as the Ferre river. 

On the appointed day many notables came dr«ed ui thdr wliire 
cloaks to sec in leave Pipe* and bcftni: ihc assembled cnwdi Ghtgl 
Nunc and Kqj Tuks pcsented me in the name of Haja and Dum with 
a Tibetan sword in a bamboo sheath, Solcnuiiy Nunc hung the halter 
round my neck saying t should always wear it os a symbol of our fickntU 
ship ; tlicti, making the gesttire of takutg his heart from his own breast 
lie Ijid 11 on mine, declaring that the Apa Tank and I should for ever 
be ad brothers. 

1 -was touched; it had been a sirtiplc act but a sincere one and I felt 
chudish when 1 eoidd no longer d^y my ai^juiries for the porters 
who were to carry otir luggage. They were* we were toldL puaJcUig 
ready for the joutuey and would soou arrive in comp. Another hour 
elapsed, in very pleasom canvetsadon It b and once more 1 ventured 
m make some enquiries^ only to be assured that the porters were caring 
their moniing meal. How could they start on empty stomachs? 

It was ten o^dock beft^ the jSist men came straggling over the 
Bdds ; they were the most miserable of slavcSt men who were obviously 
lo dep^idcnc on thett masters that they could only obey when they 
hod b«ii hidden to carry our luggage to the plains^ The iktx-owiien 
bod perhaps heshated to send their more robust workers on a journey 
whkh everybody eomidered dangerous ami bad dclibcratdy limited 
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tlitir losses by sending only chcKc who were otd, infum and of little 
vdur. Or perfbaps they luJ not coiamitiiled men of who^ complhmft: 
they were not cemm. Many young men, as intijig and as jk as anynoi? 
conliJ wish, stood idly by as we upbraided ihe elders for rroc inaking 
hctier artangrmcntr t they seamed tlic idea of enlistbg as ponm, work 
ibey comidcrrd demeaning for those of noble bitth ; and they a w no 
rc^mn to esm thntiselves in order lo cam 3 few mpcesi. 

After sevetat hours' haggling we were stiB five men shore. The 
eiders declared diey could do no more, and h was Chigi Ninie who 
saved the situadon : he announced that he would give rice and meat 
for the journey to any shouldering the loads Iving about on the grass, 
and when this fiileJ he niade a grand gesture, annemndtig that he, 
greatest of spirit oll^, w^oidd lihnsclf accompany ui as far as the Perre 
river^ He rushed off 10 Dura and within ihc hotir be rettimed niag- 
mfioemly dressed in a large black fibre rain Eiat and dcak with bottles 
of riot-beer and cooked food dangling from both shoulders. 

Tlianfcs to Niine's gallant cxEtinple we soon liad a poncr for every 
toad, and as we left the sun broke through the cloiids. Had it rained 
at this cTudal moment, 1 do not think we $faou]d have got off 

Eg cook us all of the day that reniajjicd afier out lare start to reach 
the cjinp on the Pangen^ The flallntig porten who had firequently 
spem the night here on that way to and from the pbros had built a 
number of small huts on the raised ground beside die stieani and in 
these the porters quickly made tlicimclves at home, Tlicy divided into 
gtoapi of three and four and began cooking the food they had brought 
witli chetEL Quiy Chigi Nime ate his food alone. He fell it did not 
become him to sleep is-ith ‘ all the slaves ^ and tufisccd on sharing our 
letit Saying diat * we should sleep as brothers *—a senEiincnc whith 
focTiinatcly included Betiy—he stretched biuisclf out between onf two 
camp-beds. 

The night %va5 dtitnrbcd by one distraction after the other and when 
at lift 1 had succeeded in goiag to deep I %vas woken by 1 terrific tuoise. 
U sounded tike wild elephants charging tlmough the undergrowth, but 
it tuEticd out to he a ute which cm this stnimk^ night cndiKi without 
came as It would seon, a few yards irom the c^mp. At i.tj a.m. f 
w'w woken again, this nme the blast of Tetni's whistle. He had 
miff a km the hour, md thinking that the dawn was near wanted to 
rouse the porters in good thne^ As tC was three hours too early 1 went 
out mto the chilly night and scut everj^one back to bed. Duemg all 
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these dlsturi^^nceA Chigi Nime slept peacefully between us* hat in the 
grey and cbeerltss moming lie ckdded thu he had had enough of this 
type of picnic* and having brought us to tlio edge of die Apa Taiu 
valtcy^ he bade a ccretnonioiB fjiewell and rctumeJ to Due^. 

The Apa Taiii porEm proved good camp fcltow^ &r better indeed 
than the Daflas who had brought us up. ^ch man took up tiie Load 
he had carried the day beForer ncine haggled over the weight of hk 
bntdeo and no ofie complained of the path. The my was lung, steep 
and difficult, and though we cUmbod the dmuldc]- of Mount Lai witli 
halts only just long enough to allow the siragglces to catch up, the 
pssage took US a Iktie over ten hours, 

Nc5tt day we came down to the Penc river* Neither it nor the 
Panior carried appreciably more water than they had done in March, 
but driU-^wuod strewn high up on cither bank bore witness to the 
higher level the water must have reached not so very long Before. Siraj 
waited for us on the further bank and vrith him were the Gallongs and 
a pam' of Plains DaSas, 

During the niglu the fair weather ended, h began to rain and by 
mamhig the w^aicfs nf both Perre and Panior had risen several Feet, 
This fitightened die Apa Tanii* who were anxioiu lest another day of 
rain would sec the fwampug of tl^ bridge, which they were rductmc 
even to cross. A few voIunDccrai to complete the journey to Joj’hing 
in order to bring up another load of ult, but the majority returned to 
the Apa Tsrd coirntry* and with them w'cnt Karu* Wc were sorty to 
say good-bye, and it was not long before we regretted the loss of sudi 
good carriers. For hardly had the DaHas taken over when wc had our 
first casualty. Our coveted basin, perched on top of the Hedum load, 
became entangled in the smpenrion ropes of the bridge, and the Dafli 
carrying i t disougaged himself with mch a Jerk that he Sent it spinmng 
into the river wkwe U tom disappeared m the foiimy mvm. Un¬ 
happily it contained mr^si of tlte medkines which fc^- )*eais wc h^ 
hoarded against an emergency and which wtre at that tinie irreplaceable 
in InJiaK 

Wc had expected the return journey to be unpleasant and the climb 
from the Pare valley to the top of Mount Kemping came up to our 
grimmest expoctadom. The path was sodden and the shiny day so 
dippery that every step vras ilLfficuIt to hiJd, Progress was sbw« and 
we found the heat oppressive and the condniml coniplainmg of the 
Plains DaRai irritaring. Walking in nodtmg but our cotton shirts wc 
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were soon dreneboi CO the ikin md like the porters ccffcrcd with dim- 
dun blistcn :ind the Ulood tbit ooids. from the hue of i lulT-SdiiiScd 
htxh. 

lUatoed 4II nigh^ ^nd on into the rtiortiing ind die cunp on K emping 
Wat a ftlough of mud iocm ehumed by ponm Coct to a Boe pasec. Wc 
set out nrlyt largely because it was so uncomfortable in camp, and 
aocomptuhrd the descent fboiii 6,000 to 2^000 fecc in Uttk more than 
five hours. 

Ie was midday when* smesircH from head to foot "with the ycEoW 
mud into which wr had all &llcn hminnctable dmei^ we arriircd at the 
confluence of the Patiiot and Gage rivers. A day's stage ivas beliind 
us hut the Daflas urged us to coruiuue, if we huriiedt dicy assured uf^ 
we could reach Joyiiing by ni^CiIL 

We picked a way (he ’water’s edge over slippery stone slabs 
worn smooth by many floods and the pormn had ofien to steady them** 
sdvei by holdmg ou to brartdies of the fanishwood whkli grew on the 
steep bonk, hket 2 shun «netch the Panior lumd at right angles 
dhappearing behind □ dilT that forced as up many hnndred feet above 
the river IcvcL [ admired the porters as they climbed the rock-^CC 
^ith thdr heavy Loads, never putting a foot wrong or losing their 
balance. But hardly had we topped the ridge than we embarked on 
an equally stoqp descent that brought us once more to the bonk of the 
river. 

For the iiC3£t fcw hours we continued to wind along the volley bed, 
fuUowing ir in general direction, but compelled to dimb many a minor 
ridge as the switling watets^ tmhitig through a gorge, hdi no tecway 
along whidi to pick a paik 

Towards dust a ming wind whipped the steady ddzzle into heavy 
tain wliidi dattened on the banana leaves and beat upon our backs. 
We had grown accmi:omcd to wodbig duough water and plodding 
ankle deep in the thick yellow mud and oar only concern was the 
sudden chiUidcss of Ak evening. At last wc mached the Dada village 
of Joykbig, and conid worm ourselves by a fire. There seemed to be 
no point in taking the Ebfla and the Apa Tani portim any further in 
such weathcTf for here they had e^ecllcnt accommodadnii and could 
spend the night in comfort. But Beoy and I whh the GoHongs cosi- 
titmed on ora- joumeyi Eocing through the darkening foren whh the 
thought that hupires all travtUers on the km bpp dtc thongfai of a dry 
roof and a change of clothes, 
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When wc came to tile edge of tile gardeuf, where the tea b^hes 
begm. we epch made oar separate ways, die Galloogs lo thdr camp 
on the edpe of the forest and we to the maiiaget's bungalow, Tkough 
a cDtifu^D of alleys we eamc to the tights of the front door, and calling 
our found outsclvcs stared at fay two scrvanti teudered spccchtdis by 
oar appearance. But Mr, and Mrs- Farmer received us widi oper^ 
anned Impitaliry and when &w minutes lacer we lay scietched out 
in a hot wc fcit that the age of mimdB had not^^t come to an 
end* 
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TRANSPORT AND POLITICS 

A FTna OUR firji visit co the Apa T«u valley^ I went m Shillong aoil 
dboissed plim fbr the foUovving season. We hoped to be hack 
in the iuUt by the beginning of October and k> temaJn there uncU 
the end of May 3945 . Aty ptopo^s tnelndcd an expedition to Licha, 
which 1 considered nceessar)^ if the relations between ihe Apa Tani* and 
their nciglihoiirs were to be stabilisech aa well as an extensive recott- 
naisaijcc througli the area of the Upper Kkru ajid the Upper Kamla, 
l>cLievErd to he tnhahked by tribes tlij^c maintained trade relatioiii witli 
Tibec Ihe use of an armed escort on the viiit to T h'-ha seemed un¬ 
avoidable and ihii coindded with Govemmenth intentioii to establish 
military outposts ai Several points in die Sohamlri area* 

Milhi forwarded the proposals to New Delhi and in August I was 
infonned that the Government of India had decided to establish a pro^ 
visional base in the Apa Tam country and at Ecasi one military ompost 
ttt the Daila country. Polidcal control was to he cctcnded not oiJy 
over die foothiUs and the Apk Taiii gfl irntr yj but ^I*^ over tlic hiiiierto 
imexptotcd vidicy of the Kijfi river. The jmmcdUie objeedve of these 
measures was to cheek the riding of die Daflas of both Lidu and Likha. 
and their long-ccxm aim w^as the cstafalidmijeiit of a mlc of law and the 
gradual suppression of tribal feuds* One and a half platcnam of Assam 
Rifles, ft lozal of seventy-five itien* woe to be employed in tile pursuiince 
of iliit policy^ and a Survey Party was to carry out a ground survey of 
Tmi and the Kiyi valleys in cojyunccioit with an air survey of 
the whole area* 

The prcpaianoiis for this extensive prograrnme, which involved the 
movcmait of hundreds of loads and the ptovwioniiig of sepoys and 
^ odvinccd arcfts dirooghoiit the winter, fe ll almost enriielv tp 
mPi and from an antluopologist on speoal duty 1 cumech mtich to my 
dismay^ into a kind of glonfied quartcmiastcr-gcneral D urin g Sep- 
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tetiiber and October supply and cianjport pmbtcim licU cnc up in the 
plairu, and even a brge pan of November weu umnly spciii in buililing 
up supply Jimipi on the Line of eomnuuiicadDiu and in esublbbitig a 
base in the Apa Toni valley.. 

The djt:idadan of radons rcqdrcd by the porters at the various point! 
of the route was in itself someclujig of a iiightniajrei and it only due 

to Bccty^f dair fot organizing this fnonnous and far flung ' household * 
that none of the many pardcs moving ditougb the wdd liills of tlic 
Subansiri during die fulto wing motiths ever found themselvei Lu a lonely 
camp without adequate provhiom. £ vcn. the Assam Rifles, who bm ught 
their own army rationi^ were mere passengers in so far ai transport was 
coiicenjed* We were told how many Icjads would have to be moved 
with e^ch unitr and it was for us co And the necessary purter!. 

The discussions hi Shillong had been based on die assumption ibat 
tbc bulk of the provbiona for die opetadom would be dropped fi:om 
the air in forward arc^ nt regular imervoK I had oho asked for two 
hundred permanent porcrn os the uiiiiiinLiQ] tjauspurr force with which 
CO assure the mobilirj' of such large numbers^ For it seemed iniprobabic 
that in an area over which Govcrrmicnt exercised little or no contfoh 
and where some of the trihesmen were suspicious and trvcB. hostile, an 
cj^pediuem could rely for long periods on large numbers of luadly 
recruited porters. 1 had no sooner returned to North Lakhunpixrt how- 
cver^ than 1 was informed that tbc lack of transport pLano would exclude 
the poisihility of air-droppings> and with the foUosving post, I received 
the iicw^ that the heavy demand on Abor porters for war wort made h 
ii7ipo$dbIc to provide more than one hundred GaUoiigi, and even these 
would be three weeks late m arriving. This ireated an entirely new 
situadoii; it left me almost cnticciy dependent on the local recruitnierit 
of tribal porters in the nnadmitiisEercd hilU of the Subanriri region. 

To make work for Govenimcnt more attractive E Lnttodneed very 
cotiiidctable improvement! in the conditions of men recruited on a 
temporaiy bads. Each ivas to be loaned a warm blanket and a watcr- 
sheet* so that they would be comTortable even when camping tn 
places where no buiLding material for didtcrs was available. Moreover, 
all poTtCTf employed for tuote than a day were lo be supplied with 
raiiom of rice* pulse or pmatodp (at, salt and tcia. 

The tontc to (he Ap Tani valley w^hich we had used during the first 
season was impracticabie £>r an expeditioD moving widi hundreds of 
porten and relying on die recruitment of increasing numbea of local 
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tribcsmctL Ai dwr rdicknn iviEh lIiit Dofias of the aims of 

thr $caMid ycar’^ opaadcun, ind the movcificnt &f Aswhj tUfles along 
the foutc seemed likely m deter hostile elarirnts from iiiicifermg with 
otir coniniuiiicatiDns^ 1 decided on a path wlddi led fof thfee stagti 
along the eight i>aiLk: of the nveft then crossed the river by a 

^iispcftsiDii bhdgc yet to be built by men of Potin and Sekhc, and tiiully 
passed through the Daria village of Mai to the sonih-eni end of the 
Apx Tani valley* 

Thz fim «agc camp on ttis new coutc was SclsemjcJiu a Dafla village 
some ten houti’ marda^fiom Joyhing, and imng seventy foothill DafLis 
aj poftm I went theft on the 15th of October* and installed a ration dump 
with one section of Assam Bifla in guard it- 

The DaiUs of Sebsnehi w^tlcomcd the arrival of the Assam Rifles. 
The)' sec great* and I regret to say^ Koggented stow on the sepoys'ability 
to ded With the wild pig and deer chat were ravaging the ripening crops, 
Thev were disappointed rfiat <rvery evening only one or two men were 
permitted Co go out hunting | for they rridendy considered an outposc 
hiiling in its purpose if at night the entire force could not be dupeTssl 
over the village tand to gLiaxd the oudytng fields. But they readily toot 
to the use of new commodities^ Oa the first day two tins of boot polish 
dhappeared fcotti the sepO)^' campp and 1 kcH iieard that some Dafiaj, 
mistaking the waaty substance for a novel type of cooking fat^ bad 
fildted (he tins horn imdcr the sepoys' noses. 

Sebemchi w'as the home of Bat Hcli, a young Dafb of good jcandiEig> 
wham I had added to my staff of intcrprctem. Though not of the mental 
and moral calibre of Itop Temi, Heli was an efildeiic and cncrgcdc man, 
with a sense of humour and a pleasant manner. He could explain 
COitoms with which he Iiimsdr was familiar, but he did not equal Timii 
b bnpesom] tcamUtiotL of enquiries on subjects of whkh he was 
ignmatiL 

The weadier was now delightfiil with clear^ cool momiugs and foom 
the ^nir of Sebeixichi I had an excellent view of the Naga hilR I was 
impadent to move up to the Apa Tani valley^ but further delap in the 
arrival of the Abor portcis recruited foom Sadip forced me to tEturn 
to Joyhing once more* It w^as not until chc hit of October char 
We filially Itdr the phriniv and by that dmr the weather had come 
in an md 

{Uness among the porters intetfenrd with carefiilly prepared schedules, 
and treatment was nfom made diScuIc by the Darias' conviction that 
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Spirits of Disfdsc 

every illness » by ^pintx. like Ap Tioi^ thry beUeved tbai ^ 

ciice by Hoificc and offeetngs cyiild not be CQtnbiiiKi widi the takmg 
of Tntdkzocs^ and moi who had been given i}umai=rine fur two da}% 
refused furtlicr doses as soon as a priest perTonned propimtory rites. 
One evening we were di^imuig this problem in die bou^ of Bar Hdi's 
kimnujii Pethi* a chanmng, soS-^poken man who was convolodng 
from jii attack of maJarla. h was growing dark and someone brought 
a kcraiciic lamp from die camp and ict it down beside me- I had haidiy 
Dt it when tleli jumped to lus feet md capied it to a comer of the 
house. It should not be placed ticar the padent, ]w cxplainedt for Pddu s 
illness was a lign dial he was In the grip of a god and DaAa gods w^mild 
ccttainly ohjefzt to the unelt of kxrosose, They air like saJubip who 
eat only very good and dean foodi and they didikr all bad smdli.'* 

We left Schonchi on All SoiiV Da>% tal^g with us one section of 
Assam lUfiesp and leaving the other b charge of the dump. The first 
day's march led over the 4iOoofooE ridge of TaMr Futtu. tUin caughi 
U5 on die summit and wr ate our limch m the shelter of a giant tree 
with water drjppbg doivn our necks and Iccdies convctgbg on us from 
all aich^ 'The descent that foEmved w-ai an unbroken drop of |,tsoo feet, 
and dicii we climbed steeply up a short indme to a site called LkhL 
The DaRu of Potb had made an ample clearing ui the forest and tEie 
Sdoeml mtrdb of felled trees provided firrwtiod and plenty of buikltng 
material for sheltm. There is a vsry special and unforgEttablc fjuality 
in the atmosphere of a large jungle campi when rdaxed after a long 
mondi everyone has settled round the fircs^ and the smell of ccioking 
food nibgles with the rich fragrance of freshly cut bamboo, fading leaves 
and recditty dampened canli. 

The iie.tt march brought us to Potiii. We approached the settlement 
thnot^h thr lower lying fields where part of the rice and millet ctopi had 
aheady been reaped and the car$ were spread out on the threihing flonts^ 
I noii^ that some of the rice had been cut in the eai» w herCiU die ittore 
usual Oada ptaetke is to strip the grain from the siaudiug aop. Both 
rice and miUet arc thrashed umler loot, a method vixy 

different from that used by ihc Apa Tank, who beat cai$ in bimdlei 
agakm small wooden board$ held diantdig inside the reaping baskets- 

On a dat-Hopped ridge the Fotin men liad drared a good cantp ricc- 
The view was magniftcenci Looking ewastords the eye plunged into the 
dnsp, narrow valley of the Ponior* and then soared up to Mount Lai* 
towering high above ui on the opposite side of the gorge. To the 
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nonh-wcst the liwr rjn between hilU nsing to 7,000 and 8 *qoo feet* and 
half-way bccw'ccn the ridge Ime and the river* the vilbges of Chod, 
Sekho and Yoijot stood 011 ipuns divested of forests But h wa$ the 
tnouiitains in die far distance, diosc lying on the left bank of die Patiioir, 
which aroe^sed our greatest interest For there liy liklui and through 
oar ficH-gWes we could just see the ycUow patches of ripening crops, 

hi this part of the outer ranges Likha was as much a source of fear ai 
was Lkha in the Apa Tani country^ and when I caUed on Tahia Nicri, 
die umlupittcd leader of the inmll commimity of Forin^ t was inundated 
by compbints. Nicri's house stood on piles on an open hill slope and 
cHrabbig the notched log to the verandah, we found ourselves in a long 
and not very broad room vvidi five hearths at spaced iiiten'als down the 
caattc. The one nearest die entrance served as NicriV parlour ami dierc 
he received viators; the next three were diose of lus three wives, and 
the last hearth hebnged to his slave, Tabb This was an elderly 

man whom Nted had inherited Bom his Ether, Nieri addressed him 
and reftrred to him as ' elder brother \ and I told that it would give 
offimec if one talked of him as "slave". 

Daflas art a hnspkahle people and they do not share the Apa Tanis" 
disconecning prejudice agriiut nrangen entering their houses. Nicri^ 
wives entefxained us with exccUent beer* harf^boUed eggs and pieces of 
lugar-canc, and the whole bouse svu soon filled with people anxious 10 
join in die conversation. 

micri himscif was a middle-aged man with an uidpient goitrci and 
a scanty black beard- He was not blessed with a charm of manner, 
but even [he most chccifid DaiEla might sveU have been anbtitered by 
the blowrs that Ece had dealt hiim Until two yem before^ he told mr* 
he and Iiis people had lived at f-irhf ^d it there that ihe village tud 
been raided by a prry of thirty rikha wamors^ who attacking ai night* 
caught the villagers imaware.^ They had killed eleven men, carried off 
fificen captives and looted poperry to the toul value of some twenty 
mithaii. 

After long drawn*oiit negadatioris Tabia Nicri had secured the release 
of eight men by pacing sixteen midian, fourteen Tibetan belh at^d rmn y 
ntlicT i-aluablcs; another three captives lud been rsmsomed by thdr 
own kiitsmen, but oxs of Nirri^'i wivcf with bet small son as well ar a 
mail and a woman ffoni Selriie, who liad happened to be viridng firhi 
at the rime of tJic mkh were srill held prisoner in Lildu. 

The people of Porin were not the only victlins of this povverful village 


The Seaa of Ukkas Power 

aid ftcra ^ ncaby ridge I ^howit die rites, of several ^tdemcri B on 
die ncighboumig slopes which liad been atandoned as ^ roidt ot Xikha's 
repeated attscks- 

Wliat was the tccict of Likha's power ? Why did hundreek of 
uibeimen ErcnibTe before this oue vilLige like birds pecrified by the 
mere gaie of a cobra ? 1 aked the men m NicriV house why so maiy 
people^ all thirsung for revenge agrinsr likha^ cotM txot combine in a 
retaluirorY raid on the comnian fi>c. Likiu was not only strong, they 
answered, but had built np a network of ceremonial feendships and 
marriage relations with so many Grilles in different villages, dut no 
offiairive could be discussed much 1e^ cjcccurcd wthoui uircLIigence 
reaching LikJu. Dafla warfare depends for snece^ almost aidrcly on 
the ctement of turpriic, and no fbtce would daze attack so powet^ a 
toe who had Ixjoi fonew'amed 

Tribtimcn horn many surnmndlug setdetnents had assembled at 
?otm, and as day after day I listened to the tales of sEirvivors &oni 
viDages that had suficred at LikhaV bands, 1 gradually came to the cmi- 
elusion that, without curhiiig this aggnmwe sphir, peace eniild not be 
established vi the Pamor vaUcy* While the scope of onr task $ccmcd to 
grow mth every day and an cveF^cepentng rangtc of local policies and 
fends threatened to fhiscraic all hopes of the exploraiion of distant aiuis, 
om trait&port and rarioning arrangements were throwTi into confuiion 
by the sudden, defeetinn of the gceatct part of the Galloiig porters. 
They bad brought us ro Eodn uidi cIoac on a liundred loiods from the 
S elsfmehi radon dump, and w^hik we haired, they Eiad mumed eo make 
the second of the hsur joumep tieccssary to rrutsTer the whole dump 
from Sehemchi to Potm. instead of jhc expected convoy, however, 
cune the news dbaf sixty-five of the men had rttnpjcd to the plains, 
saying that they would not work in ^ch djffrtn jk cpunny and so (m 
from their hnnics. 

Wldiout air-droppings and vvid:roiit Gallongs we svere now whcsJIy 
dcpenil^t on the lo«l tribesmenp The Dadas of the outer ranges had 
rendered excelleiit service, and many of them were prerpared to continiic 
working ou the Potin-Joylimg route. But due journeys from Poiin to the 
Ap Tint couutiy vvould have to be completed with the oMpcraiion of 
die Apa Tanis. The days paised, however, inJ no message came from 
llaja, iKjr was there ^y cicsvs from our Apa Tani interpretert. if the 
transport problcnis had ttm been sn pressing the delay wiiubl not have 
been altogether unwelcome, for it Atablcd me to Itarn something of 
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DalU ctistoin, and to tdk at Idsurc on £tjb|ect5 not directly linked witk 
war and slAvc-raiding. 

it was pleasant to :$iJE in die eVdingt at ihr Itcmli of a Dafli toise, 
eating \wcci potatoct remted in die red-liot aslief and drinking die seroiig 
clear miUcl beer. Nearly all the Daflat" large crop of elmsiMf millet h 
tited for brewing, ^d only when rice is short h tnillee ground and mode 
int<i untcavmcd liread 

'rtic beer we were given m Tap Ksh-jCs house loosened the icmgiic 
of my inccrprcicr Bat Bcli^ and he began to hold ibeth on the respective 
meriia of Dafla Euid Apa Toni marfiage customs. Heli thought dhe Ap 
Taius* pmedee of premarital freedom rather convenient. A pa Told 
yoncht could amuse tlictnselves widi unmarried gkb, while with Dafla 
g^b you might da no more than joke ; if you w^cic caught in any more 
mdmatc rcUrinnship the girlb father would force you to many her md 
at die same time dem an d double the briJc^ptice. 

Adultery w^as a most serious matter* If he were to find dm his 
wife hod been un^kithful, he would be m upset ifaat he would be unable 
either to oit or deep* He would not hesitate lo kill her lovcff tear him 
hmb from iimb and show her the dismembered parts ; then, roaitbg 
the ffah, he would stuff it in her nioudu Thb, I thouglir, w'os rather 
a drastic method of resolviug marital trianglcsi^ hut I w^ondcred to whar 
an extent juch iiitcuDons were likely iq be earned into cfft-'Ct. The 
^tMcss wife; HeU said, he would mat hardily; but he would not drive 
her away, rior would he kill hcr„ for would ihis not involve the loss of 
die bride-price he had paid far her ? 

The position of an amoctivc young ?lave who found {avouT in the 
eyes of one of his owtict*s wivc^ must be partknkcly unenviable. Hell 
knew of rich men who had killed slaves for interfering with their 
and as it needs iwo for sduhery, one can oiJy assume that wine young 
wives of polygamcnis elderly men arc not averse to adventure with dieir 
husbands^ young slaves. 

A son lulieiita a light to all his fathers wives except his oivn mother, 
and he is entided to receive die bridc-^ricc for diose who wish to itiuarry 
ouuide the km-group+ One day Tangujn+ the son of Nicri's hmehsT, a 
small boy of pediaps cteven (PL a^)« who lud made himself indis- 
pcmablc by carrying the cat-hukei, came and lodged a formal daim 
to one of hia Other's wivc>. I was recording coses w'bieh the Dafros 
wished to submjE to arbriratidn* w hen the boy ord dml y stepped ima the 
ring of headmen and eldcrvi and m the most self-possessed manner argued 



77wf Price pf a Wtfi' 

Jiis tigbi to Wi fidier^s ■vridow. With Foldckl Arms .and head lidd tUgb 
lie bcgiii t Eti die raid on Uchi^ liis failirr kad been Lilltd Aird be KimielT 
Iixd betni captured md takcti to Liklia. After wimc dftic his Eads's 
brother had paid hi$ tamouj, and he remmed to hb own house- Tbere 
he found that hb CttlicA younget wife had married igain^ and that 
the hnde-prite of five mithan had been paid to her brother who lived 
in NaJddpiia. Taiigiim daicncd that ihe woman belonged to him. He 
tvould not have given her up, but as in lus absence she had already uiarricd 
another man, he should at iciit receive the hri dc-price. When 1 snggestcii 
that he was rarhrf young to take over a wife, he answered hrndy asid 
unhesitatbigly that m three or four yean he would be ^juite old ctieogh 
TO keep the wonian biimelC and dial bis age had nothing to do with tixe 
bride-price. 

The assembled elden agreed that bi prmdple this was sa, but no 
one thoughi tluiC in the dii(miiaatmc:es lie stood a chance of recovering 
the price already paid to the woman s brother, 

1e is stach grievanct^ whkli, harboured and recounted over the ycars^ 
fiiully Icxd to bloody feuds and raids. The cause of Xikha's tnmiry 
against the Tabia people, I was lold, and thus tlic pretext if not the reason 
for the raid on Lichi, was a Tabk nno^s default over a marriage coutraeL 
Two gcnmiions agos Idklia Fiji is believed to have paid a Tabk man 
sixTy miihan as the ootnhineJ price for hb two daughtep and a very 
precioLS Tibetan bdJ* But the partner tu this deal—Tahia Tekhe, tlic 
tathcT of a mjm now os'cr scvoity—gave him only ane daughter in 
marriage and never delivered ihc Tibetan bell. LikKa dMCudants 
held the Tibia clan responsible tor tius breach of faith* and tw^o gcnmtitiiis 
bter rook revenge on Tabb Nicri and hb family. 

The transport situitiou improved with the oms^ one morning of 
Koj Kjm and about forty Apa Tank* I was still in bed when Terai 
pur liu head dirough the tent door to tell us the good news. A few 
iruiiutcs bter we were up ami watchiug a long file of men wiading in 
way through the ravines bdow our eamp. Soon dicy stood bc&re ui, 
bughiug and diatteriiigr and quite ttnconscinus of the hiconvcntencc 
they had cuised m by rhrtr tong delay* They had been nervous, diey 
widj (if coming to Porim an am they Itad tiOI dared to visit for many 
years, until they were cenoin the Assam Rifles were with us. 

We left the nexi day and crossed the Paoior river at a place called 
Pite. Tile Putin inm had rebidic the one suspoiison bndge cut dawm 
many years ago when Liklu began raiding the villages south of the 
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Pjmmr. Afict 4 long march, first aUmg the lefs bank of ihe Pamar, and 
then up the Yillcy of the Pangcr^ we cleared a campsite on a piece of 
Icvd groutid near the rnTT-bank, We were ncjw widlin raiding distance 
of liklia, and took the pxrcanatiii of surrouirding the camp with a 
pctinteier of bamboo and woodeti stakes. 

After supper Kam and Rita catne to sit by out fkc. Tliey told us 
the harvest was over in the Apa Tani coimtry. The aopt had been good 
Yrt^ they sdd in answer to my enqumeSp we would be able to buy plenty 
of dee in Pape- But there was bad newt too. During the rains six Apa 
Tanii had been captured by Lidta mnn Licha war in a truculent mood, 
and bad threacoied to auadk any GoTcnnnent party that approached ifadr 
village. The airitudc of the Likha Dafbs appeared to tw equally dis¬ 
couraging. They had flccdarcdi it was rumouredt th^t they W'ould 
massacre m if we came wndiia smiting distancCj Cut up om bodies and 
throw the pieces Lito die Kiyi river to be washed down to the plains 
whntce we had come- 

We had QiLcnidcd (o cake the route that leads to die Aps Tani eoumiy' 
through Mai, but hearing these tales, I thought Jt polkicaUy advantageous 
to take the longer routr and pay an unannounced visit to Jorum, a large 
Dafla vitUge reported to be on (titudly torus %vith Likha. 

As w< lirft the Paiigcn valley and ctitctcd Jorum land, the character 
of die landscape- changedL The forest reced^ and tree growth was 
Conbned to narrow ravines. The tult^opes, long since cuhivaied to 
the point of exhausdon, west covered with high diy' grasSi, and the 
Jonim Daiks deprived of their use. Lad tnmed from shifting cdtivatioti 
on hill-^loprt to the growling of rice on terraces in the valley bottoms. 
Tlicsc irrigated fields lay between kaoDs and hillocks, and on one we 
found a possible though somewhat damp site for a camp. The village 
of Jonnn ivas pcrchctl on a high ipur Gir above^ 

We sent a memge to one of the notables and Waited to sc* wliat 
the respoiiw would be^ Nigtit had fallen and we Went watniing oitr- 
selves with a cup of tea, when a long line of tordies vvas seen mo™g 
down the hillside^ Soon "wc were surrounded by a crowd of men, 
shouting and pushing in thdr eages^ess to ice us- The sepop* &ocd by 
hundreds of fLcroc4aokiiig tribesmen brisding with swords and daggers, 
grew nervous lest the Aood of visitors ovcrwhelmfid the campi but the 
Jorum men had come with the best of inicntiions. Jomtn Kan^p whom 
1 liad met in the Apa Tani cmmtrjv had btoiigbt a welcome of rice- 
beer and a fowl and he invited m to visit hii home next morniiie- 
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This wc did and afttfr djmbijig a long Moulder, found a large 
buiMiug^idi, lifcc a medieval wattb-to-wcr, commajukd a wide view 
over the ^umjtiiultiig oitintry. Tlic miednr was 5a dark dm only die 
glow of ttc eight fires down die centre allowed ua ta judge ilir ElioiemEBtl 
of that huge undivided Iiall. We sat down ai Kamin's Keardt and hU 
entire homehold* and presumably a good many people from otber 
houses, gathered round. Moi from die steep climb, we gulped the 
cxcctlcm ricc-hccr we were ol&rcd. Havbig hung under the eaves all 
nightr it was as cold as if it Itad come out of a tefiigentor and the 
mafmaui of the mugs encouraged us to take targe draughts^ The 
atmosphcfc wai most cordial and we left Joniai refreshed and hopeful 
of winning tlie Dallas' coftfidcnee* J3uc the eBect of liis early morning 
refreshtnenc proved di&sstxous. Prom Jumm we had srill to climb 
ii^oao feet up a melesi slope to the 6>ocio-foot range which scpamtcf 
iL: Apa Taiii valley from ihe Dafk counny. On the top of Mjvml 
pints of rice4>ecr this was too much for Betty ■ her steps grew slower 
and dower : she stopped to took at tlic view\ then sat down^ and frnaUy 
rolled over and went to slcqi in the wann grass. So we all sat dowot 
tlie sepoys with their riftci and the potters with thdr loads, anJ waited 
for the worn effects of Kamin's beer to wear off. It did not take very 
long and half an hout^ deep and a httlc prodding ioon brought Betty 
back to fomethiug very neat her old form. 

On lop of ilic ridge we entered the liigh virgiii forest whkh covers the 
h|IU sLUTDimdiog the Ap TaJii valleyp and m easy march uf a few hours 
brought m oitt on the open hraclicn-covcrcd dopes above the fields of 
Haja. bnghc ydlovv with the coverage of newly reaped tke-stubbk. 

Out anrval in Pape produced one of those anu-diriiaxics with whkh 
one must reckon when dealing w^di unsophisticated peoplct but which 
cm nrverthelcss be deeply disappointiag. After the splendid recepdon 
we had been given in the springs and the friendly relations we had bad 
with scores of Apa Tum, we had expected a Mrarm welcome. Only 
four menu hawevcT» waited to greet us at the appto&cbei to Haja. and not 
one of than evineed any pleasure at sedug m. Thcfe w*ai nci rice-beer, 
and the village* wt were tolch was barred to all suangers; a sacrificml 
rhe was tn progrcsi and none tnighc enter untiS it was coTicludett Ar 
Pape the houses of oar old camp were dilapidatedi and although we 
had paid for a watchman to look after our interrstt during ihc uiantoon, 
dieie was not a semp of Gre^vooct 

After a little Nada Cliobin hutried tip. He had the good grace to 
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apologize for \m ardy ippeatanec^ but he, like die small groups of men 
^ho began to collect umlcr die pinc3s scemeti only kurete^ted m the 
sepoys and thdi: equiptneni and paid no heed to oiir rcqucits fur ikizwood 
and bamboos to rig up the potters’ rarpaulim. Karu had diuppeared 
soon afief our amval and sis ic began no grow dart we. geerw vucious 
about the prospects for fires and a cooked meal. Rirttinatcly Karu 
reappeared at tliat mouioit at die head of a line of nioi fioin Duta 
carrying all the wood wc were likely to need that night. 

Next raoming I summoned die leading men of Haja and Dura and 
explained Gotremment s policy* J zenunded dlan that m the spring 
they had prayed for protection against Litha, and 1 told them that as 
Government liad tmw decided to meet their revest for assistanccn they 
mint play their pan hy providing suffideni porters to bring up the main 
body of the Assam Rifles and die large quanndes of pcoviaom and trade 
goods that were assembled in the pUins. We also needed timber and 
bamboo lo enlarge our camp, and would pay for everything at generous 
raicSw As rnoncy' W'as of lirtle use to them* wc would open a shop at 
Pape where they could exchange the waget they earned m our service 
for atich commodities as doth* irau and idi. 

The dden listened politdy and promised cooperation, but it seemed 
tu me that there was little determinafton to translate w'ords into actioTU 

E>ayi passed^ and only a handfiLl of portm presented rhemwdve^ for 
diipatch tojoyhittg where hiuidrcds of loads aw^aited collectJon. What 
waj to be done ? To accept the Apa TanCi nouHro-operation in die 
matter of pocterx would have been disastrous for the prestige of 
Government, and I had specihe instructions to bring home to die trib«- 
mcn ihe necessity of complying with fcasouable d^m i T i d ^ fbr transport- 
But compkmcc with any order was ai novel a procedure for Apa Tanii 
as it was for the Diflas, and with only tw*eniy-fbijr Assam Rides at my 
disposal it w'M hardly praetkablic lo exert much prcisurc m villages of 
several thousand inhabitants^ 

Yet with 2 large party of Assam. Riflci, officers a nd surveyors assembled 
ai Joyhing it was csfoitiiil to recruit several hundred porters by a deiniirc 
date. The cautio us and considered approacli of the anthropologist had 
M:givc way lo the impatioice of a liarrasscd tramport officer^ charged 
w^th the disiTessmg task of moving a large expedition through rcwdlcss 
and potentially hostile country witliout pcTinmnit jnd dependable trans- 
pon- Regrctfidly I pondered on the pcoreful and compamivrly carefree 
iarcnniStance of our first visit ru the Api Tanj valley. 
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A Miri Dekgathtt 

Fonuiturclyi just v^hm the tenwon cheated by my Acnmiih and the 
poTi-aMperiirive aoimde of the Apa Tani hcailxDcn tml all but reached 
breaking pointt a divcniDn oociiired which, rf it did nothijig die^ dis- 
ctactcd attcntioa ictcipdcicily from the tramporr pmblenL One day 
returning from a visit to Hiaja I fotnid a crowd of exoticaJly dressed men 
waiting for me under the pines at Fape^ They were Miris from Goeham, 
Biku, Ratam, La and Chemfr. villiges w^hick lie in the mgged hilb to 
the east of the Ap Tani vaUcy. This group of E liL Mirk were the only 
iiilLmcn ip the Sohaniiti area owr whotn Govenimenr exercked iome 
inHuinitCt for they had long been the tedpicpci of annml cash pymeuts 
known ai paia (see pge Their fend with the Apa Tanis of Hiri 

had prevenicd them from vkiiing me in the spemg, hui now they had 
come in respnse iq my messages cilling upn them to suhinit their 
dispute for aibitncion. 

Most of these Mitii had nevet before been to the Api Tani \-afley, 
and while they complained of the long and dJ&iiIc way, they marvelled 
at the fenihty of die c?oiiiiiry\ and the si 2 c of the vilhtges. ThcTe was 
no doubt that seeing the Apa Tank in ihcir own homeland, they looked 
with very differetu eyes at their ndghbourt and trade pnnen^ 

1 setir word m the buli&rtg of tiari invitmg them to come and dkcu» 
tfieir diifcirnces with the Mitk. Bui it was several hoim before Gat 
Tadwp Hige Gat, who had recently been held captive in Chetniri and 
Several odicr Itan men arrived for the negotiaiicDS. 

Under the pme-trecs of Fap the men »r do^vn facing each other; 
to one side the Mirk, stocky wratriofi in barbaric costume, with head¬ 
dresses of bear-skin^ enormom sitver-trumpE ear-omaments and heavy 
JtcduUcci of mulct-cotoiired bcads^ no man dressed quire like hk neigh- 
hoiit I tq the other the uniformly clegirat Ap Tank, bnutiitiliy groomed 
figures in white cotton cloaks, W'ith cheix deck, wdl^iled hair neatly 
contained by ctaimw meul fillets and their Jong Tibetan sw^ordi all 
tilted at c^tactEy the same angle. S^ichcrw the scene conjuted up a 
pkture from iktimcal times. Si^ mmt have been a meeting between 
a delegation of andent Romani and the rrprcscntatTVtS of some barbarian 
mbe of ihe north. 

The first to speak was Gar Tadu,^ and he began the tong story with 
events lying bact wo or three genrafiom. He illusP^ted im eloquent 
speck with the tutia] bainhoo talllci, stickmg some upright in to the soft 
earth anti laying otheri hariionrally on the ground. Thcac tally-stkis 
repfesented not only the meti and valuables figuring in die account, 
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but nwtkcd cte oyaxantling events in tke loiig-ManJiiig relatitnwliip 
between the Apa Titnis and the Mites. 

Ftom dme to tinic Gneh TamaJr^ the licadnum of Chemitp who siC 
opposite Gat Tadu, muEtcred in agCMmair* or made a gestnre of dissent. 
GaE Tadu did. not esetend his argttmcnt K? the recent mntder of a Mm 
by Hari men of to Gtick TamirV capture of fiis kmsman Mage Gat» the 
act! vdiidi had caused the break Wtwcca Had and Cherniy hut he 
ended his speech on a hatorkaJ note and then modoned Gneh Tamar to 
IcplVp 

Tamar also started his tntrradve in die disuni pas^ and Cat Tadu 
hstened akndy* half stretched out and tcaning oil bh arms^ while both 
Mills and Apa Tanis thtesv in short comments* After recotmimg a long 
secjucncc of alliances and disputes, Tamar came finally to the iaddent 
in wtiich Taia Tara^ his wife s younger brother, had b«n kilkd by two 
liari men ; to obtain compciuatioii for tliis act he hadp be datmed, been 
fully jiflrilwd m detaining the person of Hage Gan 

Mage CaE himidf was the iicTci speaktx, and he laid out the tally-sticks 
wluch recorded the expenses he bad had to inenr to effect Ids own release. 
But tns anempts to justify the killmg of Taia Tara left the Mini uncon- 
vineetL Taia Taia, it appeared^ bad engaged some Hari men to capture 
a mithan belonging to a Hang vilLigcr against whom he bad an old 
grievance- These men doubic^■c^osscdi Tara. When he went with hb 
brother to the appointed mcering pbee to receive the mithan the accom- 
pikes kiUed him and capemed hU brother^ Hage Gai asserted that Guch 
Tamil had used an dtjually tteicberour crick to attract him to Chemir, 
where hr \vas captured and tmpdsancd for many months. 

I knew that the statement of daims and countei-clainn would continiie 
for several boms aiul that the tpsesdon of compeusatbn and a peace 
ermiE^' would not be consideted until every phase of the fetid had been 
discussed from every angle. So I imermpted the proceedings by saiying 
that obviously both sides lud committed acts of violence and Itad suffered 
hymics. There was no poLnl in perpemadng a feud w^hich profited no 
emr, and paralysed all nadc between the Apa Tani valley and the Min 
country* Government expected peace to be established as soon at 
possible. The trade partners should wotk out a serclemoit and com¬ 
pensate each other for real and undeserved losses. When they had 
agiiecd on a tetdemcni they should let me ItnoAv die details. Guch 
Timar said at once that as a ftiend of Govetmnent and ftetjudit vUixnr 
Lo the plains^ hr was prepared Co make peace with Gavenmeiif s ftiemh 
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aitd piy wnipeimtkiti Hage Gal* i look tliU a [upcGil sign and 
ppumistkalty iinagiocd ikit as die parii« lud tiow carnc together «>mt 
sort of Krttlcmcnt %%'ould QTicrg^^ Th^ Mitis afsd the t-Lri mt^n went 
CO Ikla. village where ihcy spaic the day discussing the dispiiteT but ia 
the eveitbig die Miris left abmpily for their own country, and a formal 
peace ictclmecit jccmed no nearer than whim they' lud arri'tTd* 

Tlie next dav ] tumed my accendon once more to tlie porter probkmi 
I had heard ruinouri thrtr Dilmprc Dubo, a fLui man of slave class, was 
opody boasting that h was he who had disj4iaded the Idart men bom 
enlisting a$ parrets \ widioiil his he was reported to have said, 

not a man would carry Dur Iflads. This personal animo^ty, if such it 
was, was diHicult to imdcmand, but at icasi it gave me an individual 
person with whom to deal. I could have for Ohbo or gone to h» 
house in Hari^ hut 1 decided to bide my time and wait for DSho tp 
come into the open. One moniing I saw hrm holding forth among the 
crowd of speCtaiDTS on the edge of the clearing not &r fiom our house, 
I took rwo sepoys, walked across tlie grass and putting my hand on his 
shoulder^ said that I wai well aware of his amtude tow'ards Government; 
as hr was the cause of the trouble 1 was having, he mint remain at Pape 
until Hari village fbniished a feir share of chr portm I tcgiiifei 

DQbo did not seem in tiic lost surprised. He grinned bftudly and 
calmly svatked back with me lo the sepoys^ cirnp* li was the ftnt time 
that 1 h;td used Apa Tani methods in dealing with an obstrucdaii and 
I was surprised that the bptanders took so lirde notice of the inddcaL 
They were ^liliar with the principle of apmre to righi a wTong and 
did not seemed aitonished that Dubois challenge had landed hkn in 
trouble. 

These tanict prodoccJ umnediate results. That evening one of the 
Hari WiiTrtj^ btought fifteen young men to cfiiet Diiboh release^ They 
enliiced as pnrtCR for a nip to the plaitu and the bu/iitfijf promised to 
coUca enou^ men to meet my demandi, Oubn* wlien he licard he 
could go home, asked me for ihe blanket wbkb 1 hod Jcni bim for hh 
night s dercncioTii My tcfosal to part with Govertttnent piopcfty did 
not duconcerr him in riie leastK If 1 woiiL! not make him a gift of such 
value, would 1 not give him a few boxes of matches J 

Far from bearing me i gmdge, Dumpre DUbo became 6om that day 
our mcKSf loyal trienth and in the raouifo to enme hii tetsonrcefulResSk 
cnct^ and rdiahilit)* accomplished many a task before whkh a 
man would have filtaei Hi$ story was interesting. His Either, a man 
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of sKve cb$5 belonging lo f-Lip^ moveJ lo wh^re he liv^ on 
agnculmr^l Uboiir snd ultkniidy^ acquiretl ^ sm^lJ piece of land. Bue 
DBbo« Ecaliziog ilaat within the EnJilioml pittem of Ap Tani economy 
A quick me to prosperity wai impos^ble, employed his mmsnal energy 
in trading ejcpcdirions to the pkitUv Soon lie became the Icaiiet of those 
Hari men ^vho went reguUxJy to Assam andi acquiring a smartcruig of 
Assamese* lie was useful to thole who had no rxperiemre of the outiide 
wotiiL GtaHuaLly he g;^nDd presugc and lequired a fair measure of 
prosperity, and eventuiilly, even the patridatu of Hari had to recisgmie 
his inilurnce with die pcojde of lower class. He was appoiiitcd huhnft^ 
and represented the people of slave descent in the vUlagc assemhiy* t 
never discovered why Dubo had at first oppu^d ca-ppmiion witli 
Govetnmentt bet his attiitude was perhapi escplicahlc if he felt that die 
crenfitment of Apa Tani porters for GoverEunent service threatened his 
pcdidoti as die * foreign trade expert *, 

The Iditi men had hardly left the camp when wc were ttartled by a 
lerics of bng draxvn-oiiE cries. It was a dart night* and istandlng on 
the vearulah* we saw the fiddi ahve with lights moving in our dircctiun. 
Wfli this a surprise attack by Apa Tanis tcscnifiJ of bdng Itarasscd by 
the recTiiitment of portm ? We held out breatli, bnt the suspense did 
not last long* The lights passed the camp and following thcni with my 
eyes t saw that Haja was on fire. The shnU cries in ihe night had 
Kiuiided the aiarm, and die moving lights were die torches of Ehose 
answering tlie call for aisisunce. 

SooiE a great pad of reddened smoke hung in the air above die iiorth 
end of Haja* the sharp reports of exploding bambtios echoed over the 
valley, and huge ftamei shoi inio dir iky and lit the surrounding land^ 
acape. I thought the village with its mt hundred houses already lost. 
Bii! I had I’cckoncd wuhont the efikiency of die Apa Tainb- E^iptdly 
they let to work cutting down die houses that stuToumlcd the buniing 
buOdings andr saiuraring the debris with W'accr^ cTcatcd an effixtive 
iiro-hiic. Only three houses were bucncd to the ground and fifteen 
w'cre demoliiheih but the rest of the village was saved, 1 was anxious 
lest the Apa Tanit ascribed the disaster lo the spirits* diipleasutc at our 
presence bi the valley. Next moriung^ howevef, Chuhin i^me and told 
me quite casually rhat the fitc had been staned by ilie red hot ash from 
an old man*s pipe falling on some old cloching. 

Though 1 was rdicveil that a major catxiiiophe had been avcrtedi 
the necessity to rebuild (he aghceen homes occupied the riuic and energy 


^1 Porters 

of a good niatiy m«i of Duta mJ tht two villages which so far bad. 
been neaxly the only source of poitcjfs. To add to my tr0 □ bl« a me^ge 
arrived from Mill* asldng me to come iovm to Joyhing to join a 
recojmrisunce flighi over the area of the Upper Khm^ 

This meant tliat I would have to leave Pape on November 2.|rd and 
left me only a 6:w day^ to assemble die ptiners to bring up the large 
friTtfff tnnfT tt party already waiting at Joyhing. Day after day I made 
desperate eftbris to rcCrint men : first I tried at village level, [lolduig 
each village rcspoiinblc for the recroitment of Efey mm; witli levcn 
villages m.the Apa Tani valley thii would Itave gi ven me three hnadted 
and fifty porters. When this failed I approached the tu//iTrp^ asking them 
each CO ftimuh four or five men ftom among the members of their ovin 
clan ; iliis would have brought in a w'ralth of porters and four or five 
did not seem an e^cccsdve number co demand from each etan. When 
ihii appeal also produced no results, I bit upon the method \vhich 
cvenmily enabled os to maintain our coititnnnkadom throughout the 
season. Profiting &oin my e^cpcrience with Diimpre Dubo 1 appointed 
fffdrrw or gang-lcadcct in each village ftom among those who were knovm 
to go to lie plains of Assam on trading expeditiomj and I paid these ntcit 
a SEiuli retaining fee d^»ring the whole season on condition that they 
produced twenty men co carry loads whenever required. It took some 
aioiiths to perftet this s)'Sictii+ and the need for porters was immcdbie 
and pcssing. 

Indeed it was so pressing that in an attempt to asicit Govcnimcnt'i 
authority by a show of force 1 nearly pcdpitatcd a ensk in our rcUdons 
with the Apa TaJiis, 

Twt> dap before ray departure for Joyliing there was ^lill no s^t 
of the necessary pof tersp and I heard tliat some of the clans of Hari not 
only refused to co-operate, but had staired a new a^tuktn^ this rinte 
against Gat Tadu and Durapre Dubo who were now iiiding the feenut- 
inenx of porters. To leave the vafley and allow dib agitation to gather 
strength would have been fatal* and so 1 dedded to bring the bnie into 
the open, AccompinJcd by four scpoyi I went to Han and demanded 
fh^t two kinnnen of the un-cixjpcrative dan heads should rctUEd with 
me to Pape and remain there as ImsLiges until the villagers changed their 
attitude. The demand was^ of course, pure hluif* for had they fcfuseJ 
I Could not hav« earned tlicin off by force* Bat the bluff succeeded^ 
One principle in the gimc (ff kidnapping and faidiog is never to resist 
mpetior fvrrce. if you give hi you are ai the worst taken prisaroef and 
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yn*tr mmi Amogc y^ur rjnsfiot. Ifi on the odicr luncL you 

rtibt» ymi arc liLc^ly m be kiUed- In. Hm superior force oot r^y 

on tny side, tor whit ire four sepop agiinst lauadredi of inm in the 
bbyriiith of ait A pi Tani village ? Bui the magic of fircwinns was still 
i myth and the repuced iocxhaustiMc resources of GovemmOiC gave 
me Ac idvincogc. Two dovm-casi patridaos, still carryiiig Acjt long 
Tibetan swords, tamdy walked back wiA me to Dutai 

The nryt day Urougbi no change in the situation. The Idari men 
remsimed in camp and thdr wommfutk provisioned them wiih food and 
ricc-Beer, No one came to negotiate and no porters cnlured. Late 
that evening I aimotinced that if no ponm wcae forthcoming otie 
of Ac patricians would have to accompany me co Joyhing. but Aai as 
soon as JHari provided a company of porters boA would raimediatcdy 
be released^ 

On Ac mortmig of my depanure for Joryhing oAy a handful of 
Haja and Duca men arris^cd and it was nearly midday before enough 
porters had eollocrcxl lo carrj" me and one seetion of Assam Rillea to 
Ae plains. We had not gatic more th.tn five huuAed yarA when 
shriU cries went up from every village wiAm sights and as we skirted 
Dura men came running out of tlw village Aoudng to Ac porters 
Aijc Aty should dmp Acir Ismls. My Dafla mterptrtna Hell and 
Gogol picked up and mmlaced Ac Ateacs and taunu Hung at m by 
tile men now linJng dte path. The Apa Tams would make war on 
us—not m Aylighr when they could not prevail agxmst Ac rifles of 
the sq>oys, buC at mgJit when Ac Apa Tanis would has'e the upper 
hand 

The position Amid For Aese were the same Dura men who 
six months previously had implored me to being sepoys to die A pa Tam 
counrry and lu iuieh an cEpeditiem against l^d 1 been on an 

anAropological Journey 1 would bave called off Ac trip to Joyhing and 
tried to discover Ac r»sons for Ac Apa Tams' sudden Abs 1 

There w'js no time (of atgiunentf I w» conunltted tn a progranme 
hud down by Government and hampered by set datesL 1 could not 
deby. 

However, worse was to come. HarA^ had I reached Ac open 
grnnnd between Duta and Michi Bamin when I saw men sttcaiiiing out 
of IlirL Ding lines of hgures ran along Ac rice-iimdi and looking 
ihicugh my fidd-glas^ 1 saw Aa( Aey all carried spears and siudA, 
and wore Ac peculiar black tnin'^loaks med lu huadiig and in waTi 
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Dncc dear of die vilLagc the Imes of mtn converged and a gi«t block 
of Warriors advanced np the vdicyk Thb was a hosedo demomtranon 
if nothing worse, mi I did not think st wise eo continae cu my way 
and leave the camp protected by only wtlvc mcjsL 

So 1 walked bar^k aaoss die ncc-fieldi with Tcrtii and a rather shatne^ 
faced Kani to sec how the sittmlioa liad developed at Pape. Everywhere 
the pa£h$ were lined with mcn» some glum and dent* some shcutkig and 
triuzident. k was dor that I would have to ftvise my plans. After 
diKUSSJUg the variow aitcmanvei with Bctty» wt decided that she shotild 
stay in charge of the camp with both section of Aswn Rifles* while 1 
proceeded to Joyhitig without escort- The ri&k of inteiftfence by Didas 
seemed and 1 hoped tint twciity^four well-armed sepoys would 

be enough lo guarantee the safety ot the camp- in these cbrcumstiiiccs 
it seemed best to leave both hostages with Betty, Without an escoirt 
1 could not very well uke a reluctant Bari to Joyhing* and if he 

nettiained within the cnnlmes of die Apa Tani country perhaps the tmder 
would be removed from the smoiddeting fire. 

Once more 1 set out. I sem the sepoys and die Had litadnun back 
to camp* and continued on my way with the interpreters and the pottca 
who had fitrangcly enough almost doubled their munbcri while t re¬ 
arranged my plans. More and more poixcn joined our patt}^ ^ 1 
Wilked down the valley* and by the time we pas^ Hang I Iiad dose 
on a Itnndrcd TT^rn following in nry wake- Having lose half a day we had 
to spend the fini ni^rt in the forest above the Daffa village of Mai and 
the Apa Tania scem^tg^ forgetful of the momingV distuihaocc* proved 
the most pleasant and cheerful cnnipaoious. 

I ft-arhrd Joyhmg in the retard time of five day's and foimd die new 
Addidcmal Political Officer* a Captain in command of three mnfE 
sections of Assaru Rifles* and a party of the Survey of India under Mr* 
W* M. Kalappa alt wainng for traiupart to the Apa Tani valley. 
Fottunately there were also sixty-seven newly teermted pcrnunctiL 
pomrs, fifty-two Gdinngs ftom the Sadiya Frontier Tract and twelve 
Gurldia portos from Chwlnar. Added to the Apa Tanis whom 1 had 
broughi dovm with me tltey' formed a porter conriiigeui adtijuate to 
move the entire expedmon and a coniideiahlc amount of supplies to 
the Apa Tani valley- 

The reconnaiisince flighc was to tAc place on November C^th and 
WE prayed for good weather* A clear ity would allow tn to see the 
unmapped area that hy between the Apa Taiii country and the main 
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HuruLyaii tsJigc. aud tIuSi acriLl vicvi" woulil be of immciw vsdne in 
pSaimmg lEie cxploracory eoui? which wc hoped to make after our visift 
to Lklu ajid Liklii4 and it might even Jo!vc ihc que^on of the Tourccf 
of Khxu and Kaiida. Did these rivers break through the t-hoialayaii 
maai range oc did they rise on the southern slopes ? 

A linglcxtigmicd plane met us on au air-strip near Joyhing and we 
took off at 10 ajiL After gaimng height we Eallowed the line of the 
Pardor river aiiik dying high above Schenaehi pmed within a few 
mmntcs tlie densely wooded country through w^h on foot we liad 
struggled for four days* Here the cultivated Lmd appeared at intall 
parches amidst the vast forests covcmig hill and valley. But the 
picture changed: bebw us spread die open hilly grasslands of the 
Jorum area^ with only here and ilirre a streak of forest to the ravines 
and river-ieds. We trossed a wooded range and saw a valley nmntog 
at right angles to tlie Pamor. Tliis we took for the valhry of tlic KiyL 
Here roo we saw a great deal of gras^nid aaid many cultivared slopes as 
well as three scrdcincnt) laid out in Dafla atylci which mutt Iiave 

been die hou&o of dthcr the Ukha or the licha group* 

Furthrr writ on the left hank of the upper readies of the Paiitor 
several large; vilbgcs appeared to the disiance, but before we could fcach 
them clouds began to gather and the pdar dindied to 14,000 feet* With 
no maps to guide him he dared not fly blind over unknown mounuirt 
eoimtry at any lesser aliirudc. The sun shotte brightly in the upper air 
and above the clouds which blotted out the ground we had a mag- 
mEcent view of the snow-ranges* a oonrinuous chain of dazzling peats 
rising out of a milky tea. 

‘llir dcEcrinration to the weather and our premaLure: retiim was a 
great dissippointmcntf bur even the glimpse we had hod of the Dafli 
country on the Upper Pantor convinced me chat Jamm* Talo and 
takha were tmly the outposs of a laEgd population who iduhited flic 
open valleys between the Ap Taiu coimtry and themow-raiigciH From 
above the Kiyi valley we had looked northwards and there too we had 
seen traces of heavy culuvoriou on most of the ranges to view. A large 
aria, apporoitly demely populated, lay before m. Unknown and 
unexploroh it was a bnd of promhe for the amhropologtit, bur for the 
adminhtratmn amdons to carry Inilia'i rule to the mytbkal McMahon 
hnct ii posed a number of problems of which meant of acsxn and methodi 
of onitrol were not the least* 

1 waa relieved to find on my retiim to Joyhiag a messenger fiom 
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Tensions at Pdp€ 

Bcftty d Ictta* H^Tiftm two days jftcr my d^rp^nurt Tram Duul 
she lud had a busy time negotiating wuh Mari fine ilimugb 
heiwwm tram xai Dutssi and ^cn ^ith Hage Gat and other 
fcinsnicn of our two hostages. Some phara in the negntiadoEtf seem 
CO have been both tricky and humomi;^ Describing the finij pbasc» 
she wrote * 

CO thli liitie thcr hoafigcs tud briuval (uAy welJ» bui at aboiii nvo 
oyock, fcErtificd by ctinfmout qnmiBues of fice-betr bfmigltc by ccbcioia fetrra 
ttija and Hirip they bccanic rcsnvc and gamJour, The Ndk,^ fcjxflil •of ihdr 
escape, oniciod the hcHzagos to he homad apd dharmed^ argEimg that he wa<i 
mpcmsiblc to you for thrir lafo ratody, Thb ocaced a great hue and erf. 
it b apparmtly a great dbhotiaiit for tti Apt Tani notable to be lubjcetod to 
nidi iieatoaenl hi hb own coomry I ECani was ui Dean became one of the 
hmuge^ U hii ojaienuJ imck ami he ctimidmd hioueir slighied by die d»- 
hoaouT dctfir to hti tittiTTun. Nime to shout imd hh voice was soon 
Joined by many mewr- Even w]im I mtxi Co expkin why the mjai wm dis- 
aniicd^ the did not quieten. I uid dul if only they wcfuld stay in mic 
pjoee 4nd not scoot ihoitt near the pemnetef we wocld he prepared to rooicii 
dieir bonds and muim their weapons, ft war a vety didlcidt position. Then 
t hid 4 brflTht idea, t astd Earn and Oiohin whether dicy wtfc prepared lo 
guaranecc thac the two nieti woiihl rctiuin in camp. They accepcod tbn trspon- 
sifaiticy ami t cxpliknrd the rimatinn to tfac Kaik who agreed, dunigh rather 
rcliictmtly and only because Kara wat a Government interpretef. Actually 
ftty Idea wjs ai nmdi to raiie ICmiV prestige u to stop hu Eeart. 

Btially the hostages were reJeasedi bcc^iitc Hari funu^hed a Teason-^ 
able nombci of porters and nude amends for their hostile demon- 
ftradon by rebndding our boine^ This had been pulled down on 
the firsr cvcjimg after my deparrure lu provide macerial for a pcdtrMMcr^ 
In the emergency the Assam Rifles had dedored that they must luvc 
a C 2 jnp tlut CQutd be defended and they had enekiscd a large space 
uith a stDiir fenre trude Itom the houieposts to provide safe keeping 
qiuners for all the camp pcfsonncl; s^nly Betty, conildctic that sbe 
could handle die Ap Tanisr had pitched her tent outride the peri- 

L^t niglii |shr wiw]t die Talley resounded with the tnost dea&nhig unK 
From every viibge rose shouts and yctU^ which afbr albout half m bottr traded 
away into the bilb is thtm^ huutrn were out tm every dope- We in the 
middle of the valley weft the only stlmt patch. Having heard Bm\ wa«riei 

* Tbc GafLha N.C.O. hi charge of the two icctions of Amm Riflo. 
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the (by before ihc Nvk gew ^ikI our ^ UlaiKi * was liccrdly dotted 

wub sentries who dulicsgcd every pas^cT^y and had grden cq fhoQi my whq 
&iled to talL Acnully JI itc ahoutfng jtttd nobsc ww coiinroed wiJi iht final 
cetebradotu of the bDildin^ in Bela. The cdci conlinBed at bucrvali 

durmg EtiEHC of the (stding m semie rtalJy bvely chandng jun befn^c 

liiy-^bRMk. I imagfncil a wondetfiil ucaic, and longed to join itt the fcSHviiiej* 
bui 1 was hdpt so busy Jumping out of bed evez)' time a lenuy^ ^hatletigc rang 
duough thjf night—I land a oervoto stf»oy mighi UiDOt tamt umiu.|wctiiig 
vihiger drttni; Crota dte cclebntiom—that I did not dare to go to 
or to love the omp. Oh I to be again^ and bo be ohL* to tajoy the life 
of the tribciimni i 

This cry of cxajperjtioj] wuh the iJoaUcsortic appotatui of sqroyt 
and huge porter convoys found an echo m my heart i I too felt fiusirarcd. 
atlmviag to ntgjer^ unique anthropolo^cal oppdrtunjcjes for the orgxnht^ 
ation of a huge expedidon over whose policy I had little control os soon 
at ihc polidcid Officer took over* 

Thanicf to Betty diplouiiury more and more A pa Tani porters 
flowed in to Joyhing, and on December isi the whole cxpcdinon set out 
with rations and barter goods for teveed By now the rcat^ornps 

and the transport airaiigcntents w^tre so well organised dm the joumey 
to Duta oliDOAt in the nature of a pleasure mp. 

We haired a day b a camp at Pkci and theie Diony Daflai came to 
tee la. Among iliem was Cho^ Tasso, a young man tccciitly released 
with other pzisaners by a likha gxow'ing nervous at dm prospect of our 
viat. He was a misemblc-looking youth, the most pidable riectm of 
slave-raiding 1 have ever seen. HU &ce was dtawiif his btsdy cinadated 
and his legs were w^c and spindly. Five years before, tie said^ likha 
Tasser had raided hU &dicr*t house b Sd^ and captnrod both him 
and hU mother. Tasscr* however* sold his capdvci to Nkh Topu for 
five m i rhaj L Tepu was a rich fruit who bought rhrrn on specuUtion* 
hoping to catrsurt fimu their kmsmoi an even higher maontp But 
Tauo'i £iiher was too poor to pay the requited price for his wife and 
lOiit and ever since the woman had svorked as a slave and the hoy had 
been imprisoned in stocks, b vain had Tasso pleaded to be fixed of 
the Jog in which his foot was ciacased, promising to woA for his captor 
if only he mi^t move about unfettered. 

Even with the chance of a ransom it seemed strange that any man 
should feed a captive fhr five yean witknn at least obtaining the advant¬ 
age of hU labour. TossoS motlwr and several other Sckhc villagers 
U6 




Heium t6 f/if Vailey 

wac stiU tuU pruonm is LiJdu aul tbdr fcinsnien Idt do doulK 
tliey 'ffire lookiug b ua to tlirif ttleate wben we vviitexl ihe 

vQl^. 

We fochcd Duta on De cem ber ddi, and ^ond the camp io good 
order. The cxatcinail whkh hiid accompitnied my departure hod died 
down and Betry had not only restored go<^ relations ww Hari, bat had 
rebuilt the camp with one boQ$e for 0$ and one for the Additiunal 
PoUtica! OSker. 
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CRUSADE AGAINST LICHA 

T m ibr the acpc^Ktiun to Lklia were uaw complcttL 

On? and 4 hilf pUtoom of Assam Rii!« were as^embkd at ?apc» 
and the sroce waa padded widi providonsi uili, clcih and odi^ 
tuner goods. But on the diplotnatk side the prqurations had been 
lets successful. All attccapts to establish dSrccT ctitiiaa with licha had 
£ai!ctL We had received no reply to the messages which we had sent 
through Dafliis of neutral viUages;. hut mdireedy we had heard that the 
licha men scoilcd at our bitunuoti to bitcrvcnc in their fetid with the 
Apa Tams, and openly threatened to destroy any party vA\o entered 
ihdi terntory. During the rains they had committied another act of 
aggnessiDi]: six Apa Tanb had been aptmed and all negptiatiom tor 
tbeit release had w for laded. 

But on the day after my rctum from Joyhing tmt of the capnvc$t 
Rjde Lalyang of Bela, arrived in camp. He hact escaped hom Licha 
neder cover of darkness and catne to rebte his cxpcrienccsv Some two 
montlu previouslyi he said* he and several of his ^ends had gone hunt^ 
dig ; dtey had been cooking a meal in the shelter of a bfgc rock when 
they were attacked by thirty licliit wanriofs. Some of the Api Tanis 
got away^ but Lalymg and five of his companiom were ovetpowTrcd 
and carried off to lidu, where they were put in stocks. One night, 
however, he had managed to free hi foot from the wwden block and 
making his way by tmBequimied pathst h^ had crossed tltt hills to the 
safety of the Apa Tani country. 

I^yang said dial in Licha our proipccrive visit was the main topk 
of coTTvemriotL From the remarkj he had overheard^ he gathcfcd that 
several stratagems were hdng debated. Some advocated ihe kitling of 
all Apa Tani prisonm^ as we appccudicd and a fight to ddend chdx 
village. Others favonred cDniuiig i they would give us a Cdendly 
reception and then fall upon m when we were off aoi guard. This 
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\ud a faniili;ir ring> for many ycar» ago, when t accempanioJ Milk cm 
a lour through the Assam-BunM border area, had toiind our^eJves 
in a verj" siraiJar po^itioi^ Tt^rc the tribesmen iven: Nagas and in 
making a Surprise move they had nearly caught us ou the wrong faot. 

Oddly enough the Apa Tank* oidmsmm for the e)fpeihdt>n to Licha 
jceincd to cool off the nearer it came to die date of dtparente. Men 
w1m> liad clamoured for amon in the spring now adiniiccd ihac they 
were too frightened tti atcoinpaiiy us. The prize in inmhamed tUnidity 
went to Nadj Chofain, hlajak most uillueniia] huJt^g^ who Caxhcr in 
the year had sent messengers to the plains with die purpose of cuihring 
Govenimcxitk support agrimt lirha. When ! chided hiui for Lis 
chicItcit-hcarTcdnesSi and jokingly suggested that he should accompany 
ns dressed ^ a woman and thus avoid all rhks. he laughed and said 
that this was an excellent idea, but that to stay in 1 laja was even safer. 

On the evening before set out for Licha, Chigi Ninie came to our 
Canip to pertorm. the tfacs cotniJercd ncccs^ry for the mauguration of 
any inm^ undcrtakmg. He wore full war-dress and led a Small block 
dog on a leash. To hhu and to oH Apa Tanis the projected visit to licha 
appeared os a rdih and this despite the fkt that w< had seui Daflas of the 
neutral village to annotmer our orrivoL If you went in a village with 
a targe armed fonre* you were on the war-path ; for if yon wanted eg 
negodace you went in ihc company of one or two g£>4>eiwecns. There 
was, accorduig to Apa Toni custom, qo third alternative and dtey could 
not at tills stage he expected to comprehend the luture of a Government 
mission^ 

Chigi Nime therefore busied lumtelf with the magjcal preparatkim 
for our joint venture^ He set up lik spear on a gn^y plot and tied die 
dog to 1 small peg driven inio die groinid- Theni tiing towards Lirho^ 
he and bb a&bcam squatted doivn mid started the diaphcmal chant that 
is ihe prdiminaTy to most Apa Taiii rites. 

He invoked die spirits of heaven, forest, watJcr and canh^ caUmg on 
them to bear witness that the Ciidt of die quanc! lay with Ikha and 
with no one else- May no evil befoB the Apa TouLi parridpating m 
the expeditionp may dieir swords and sjicars be sharp, hut may the 
swoEik oflicha be blunted and their arrows mks their mark.*'* GradualEy 
warriors and spectators gathered at the ritml place until ihr oowd 
vraichlng the rites was several Inindred scrong. 

Night fell and hrei were lii, but the priests condimed the oercmacun 
and when 1 svoke at four-thirty next niomiiig they were still duiiong. 
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A&amst Licha 

Now the invotadDiu weet iiitemiptc^J from time to dme by sJiriU 
WAi^enm and a strange humming aoinicl. which reminded me of nothing 
so much the angry bttz^g of ^ swarm of bees. I dressed and wenx 
cut to join the ritud drcle and found that it the yomig Ap Tmi 
warrkin who kunimed w they dUnced roond a Urge $acEEikia] smurttite 
of wood^ bamboo and leaves ; spent arrows qtdvnod in the 
and chickens, both huge and small and all fdll alivc» hung head down¬ 
wards &am the bani!>oo naves which bent under ihciE wx-ight. The 
final rites were now pcribruied; the dog w'as ded at ihc toot of dae 
* altar * and Chigi Nitne and his assistant waved kite feather fans before 
Its nose, calling on the god* to g^ve the Apa Tanis victory and protect 
dtem from all dangers. 

After a short whiJe the warriors set on the dog afid siasbed at k with 
their iwotdi,. It died itutamly and Mime cut off ins liraA Then he 
severed the headi of the dikkens. The warriors shouted and bruidished 
their fwordi and danced with great hopping steps roitnd the ritual 
semeture. The morning mist, sdU iiauging low, blurred all outlines and 
the men in the black fibre rain cloaks and cane bars leaping aWiit with 
spears on their sboiJdm and swords in their hands were a fimtasde sight. 
Once more their yells ilteitiated with the peculiar, ominmi!, low' htun- 
ming drone, and 1 wondered at die strange ways in whkb cmiragc is 
burillcd ttiio diffemu peoplt^ At last Chigi Nime cut the dogV Lead in 
twa and tying the nose and jaw^v to a warrior** riiiddL fet the remiinder 
of die head at the foot of the ' altar 

hi the meantime the potters had arrived in ounp. They all 
their war-amt-hundng onrilts, and carried loti g spears. Of the prominent 
HUTU Nada Tomu and Tann Tasso appeared dressed for die tripp but Padi 
Uyang duappoiuced ns by declaring—a httle shamefacedly— that he was 
going CO sEay hehincL 

Theft was srill some wmnghiig ahotit toads and it was well after 
dghr before we set our, Bha^hiiriya, Rajuni and Temi and three 
inccrprcteri were to accompany irt, but to her grtai regret Betty had to 
remain at PapCi for this was eomidcred lomedung of a milkajy' expedition, 
and the two ii^aptaiin responsihle fhr rmUtaiy and polincal affrirt would 
not hear of having a woman in the party. As a matter of fact the could 
ill be spared ftom Duia ; the Surveyors were to map the Apa Tani 
valley in ottr absence, and the difficult cade of finding porrets for their 
crips up the variouj mounuin-peaks fell to Bettyi. the only pmon left 
at Duu who had any induence on the vLilagen. 



A C/ww t>f fiaifto 

HcaJing abuME diic nordi we clhnbed ihc brickeiv-coveEicd dopes dhai 
rncIciHcil lilt! vdley. Otir column conlisted oiA baud of cdbal gwde$p 
a platMti of Rifles, one liujidred and forty Ap Taiu portoi and 

1 good many liMigen-ort—Oafla w well as Apa Tani^all of whom hoped 
Lo settle their own pdwue uxoimti vdth lieha. AiiliDiigh we left the 
valley in brUlbnt smuhitiCp the misc drew down as soon as we eucered 
the area of sub-rropicaL foTei^ and visibiliiy dropped to no mote than 
ten yatdi, dangrTOUt weather for a nuidung column when ait ambuih 
mighi lit round any comer. 

On die crest of the hill we came upon a well'^nodden paih^ mimkig 
in moderate gradients along a ridge of some 7.000 feet* Resting placa 
and cnees of hunit-ouc fires sk)wcd that we wm still in coimnry fire- 
(juented by Apa Tani liujitcrs^ and Kam cxplamiMi chat even such distant 
kuncittg gmundi were owned by indiviiliial Apa Tani dans, fc wai 
in cHs kind of country chit the Api Tams had so ofccci been ambushed 
by bands of tieba EUflas. 

Early in cbe iftetnooti we reached a stream nnmhig tlnoilglt^ tianow 
marshy vallqr. Our guides told m that ihi* was the iua fOucce of water 
before the Pki river^ nearly 1 iky*s much ahead. So We camped on 
ihis moi^i and ineonvcniait spoCp where tile tenia bid to be picclied on 
uneven ground berween boulders and trees. In the evemog it began 
10 rairt and thi^ogh there were enoogb Lupiidins to rig up shcleers 
Chigi Nime decided tb.'if my tent would prove Gir mote comfortable 
deeping quarterL Hr cimc with two Dafla companioiu soon after dinner 
and as iktry was not widi me there waa plenty of room for the four of tu. 

Neici morning Chi^ Nime and our other Apa Taui guides told us 
of two possible pihs ; the sliorter one was more diflicult going lor the 
poncTS but more fiequctifly mdt the otlier was longer and lonelier. 
Thinking it over* we came to the coadnsiQn tlm l.irha would cjtpeet os 
to take the more usual parh* and wc ronsequendy decided on the round¬ 
about route. But at the first radug-place ic evident tint Licbi Iiid 
taken no chances ; Katu trod on a pmjit and looking about we Ibund 
many newly cut spikes embedded in the gniss. These pattji dowed up 
otur ptogtets conudeeably, for dte scoim and porccti had. to tread wniily. 

When wc came to die cad of the country fecquemed by Api Tani 
bunten* Chigi Nnnc stepped aside. He drew an egg from \m basket 
utif inynking the protection of gods and spmESp smashed it on a con- 
TtniaiT tock. The long file of portm pinod him without a glance bm 
fio doubt they drew comfort from ihn appeal to ^upetnaraial perwtrs. 
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CrjcWf Agaittst Lkka 

Cbigi Nimt may tavc htcn a good pn«t, but lie Wii$ a poor guidi^ 
He bad iftiircil ns ibac we could easily roich the Pd ri-tfcr before niglicOI, 
but » ilie afternoon drrw out it become incrcasiogly cvidcni dui our 
progttss was too slow for us to arrive that day ; in. many pUces ibe 
pitb bad lo be ncwJy backed dirough secondacy jun^ of bamboo* 
bracken and thomy cane and bi the late afternoon we beg^ looJddg 
about for a editable It was five o'clock wbeUp with only half 

an hour of diyligbt Icft^ wc halted on a level stretek The ponert set 
down tbfdr loads atui began to dear the undergtowtk 

It was astcflishing liow quickly the Gurkhas and the Api Tanis 
managed to carve a camp-site out of the fotest ami bow rapidly cojifuskm 
into some kind of ordcf. But nothing could quii^ make up 
for the lack, of water. We b.id mtpDtd all our bottles itt the nine 
houn of a long and tedious march and as none was available We 
could not even brew lea, aiid worse stall ndthcr pocters nor sepoys 
coold cook 

Wc had not been long in’ camp when we bcjrd long-drawn-out 
ihouts coming ftom the direcdon of the Pai river. Obviously the tneti 
of [ rh^ weft well Loformed about our movemctits. In the failing light 
it wai tmpoisiblc to bmld a pmmetef, and we lioped that the surroimding 
jtmgle was suffidmtly thick to pevent the D^flas makhig a surprise 
attack 

The mgbt passed without mddent, however^ and breddug camp at 
seven next morning wc set Out without cither bieakf^ or a wash* In 
less tJiaii an hour we reaefaed the Pai river and found 3 level stretch on the 
fitrther bank where, well protected by a bamboo stockade, both sepop 
and porters could prepare dieir ftrst ftesbly cooked food for twenty-four 
hemrs. 

U was deddeJ that some of the porters and one sccrion of Assam 
Rides ihoLtId remain with the hagg;^ in the camp of the Pal river, 
whUe we moved on to Lkha wirh three sccriom and the rest of ihe 
Apa Tanh aixd Oafbs unencumbered by kudi. 

We hid so bmak ^ way through grass and scrub to reach a path 
leodiikg towards the utdemenn of Ucha. But once it was reached die 
going was easy and wc t^aveIit^d between hHU that bore pitdirs of both 
old and new culdvariou. We had expected liclLi to post look-oins to 
watch our progress, and it w^as not long before we saw the grass stirriag, 
and caught a glimpse of a man nwiving pardJel with us on a nearby bilL 

in some places die valley natrowed and there was plenty of dppor- 




CLinity for an anibusli- Ignorant of I>afla ta^tfcs wc feared that D.cha 
\vtmLi imkc a surprise attaek tpcfotc we reacted tie open ground near 
tJie vtllagc. Nigas might have done so and 1 could not hc[p dunking 
of an oct^ion in dir Naga hills when m jusr rticli country as iLkis I Itad 
been cliised by a rouitig crowd of Kalyc Kciigym. The Pciitkal 
OflSdcr, on die other hand^ who had served on the North-West Frontier 
and wm acomomed to dealing svith PathanSp thought the famous bow* 
men of [icha might snipe at iis &orn concealed poddous^ 

But on this occadtm at any rate^ the Datlas had neither die boldness 
of Nagas nor the dctermiiiadon of l^thanSp mid they tclicd on magic to 
bar the w.-ay- In a gnUy leading tip a steep slope die path was blocked 
by 1 bamboo fence dun earned the heads of a pig and a Jog. both 6cdi 
from the rites on die previous da)', Temi explained that Daflas pcrfbrtn 
mdi sacriliDes when seekhig to ward off midcra, and we wondered whcdiet 
perhaps tlie Lkha wairiots had not originalJy incetuled to add poisoned 
arrows to magicai tharrm^ and liad ottJy tacked the courage to aitiek 
when they the nze of our column- 

At last %ve came into the open, and standing on a spur w'c overlooked 
rwo setclemenrs of Licha known as Tahia and Bagi, The housw. flanked 
by granaries^ were scatEeted over hroketi ground^ and both villages looked 
dcscitcd except for a few pigs sdU moving about betwetn the houset 
Kirum^ the diirj and Largest sciilcment of licha Li)% we were told, 
hidden behind a ridge, ii w^as tliesc dtree settlements whiclt w'ete 
eoUeoivrly knosvti is LidUi a name whkh b In fk:t that of the dan 
dommaiu La the area* 

Nearest lo us lay the settlmnenc of Bagf, and ai wc approached a man 
began shouting acm^ rite ravine^ lie was recn^iized as Licha Tara and 
tw^o of our Dolla giiides voluntetrcd to go and talk to him. They called 
our, bidding him stay w'hcre he was, but he shouted some derisive rematts 
and vanished before our guides could teach him* 

As the aitemoon was vrell advaisced and riiere seemed htde likcbliEJdd 
of epatarring any of the headmen that dij\ I luggcstcd that wc ihotdd 
stay where we were, camp in one of the botses of JJagi with our Apa 
Taiii and Dafla gddra and half du? sepoys, and ictui the otlioni with the 
ponm back to the Pai to bring up tlie luggage. 

But thr pplltiol OSker did not tike the idea of splitting the itnah 
force of Assam Rifles and thought it wo risky to bring up the luggage 
after nightfaJh He dedilcd—perfiapi$ rather tariily^ —CO give the Apa 
Taiiis a ffee hand m dcaliisg with Bigt and dien eo return to die camp 
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Crusadis Against Ucha 

flti the Piii river. Hiii decuktii was papular with tjie Ap Tjujs, wIh> 
m abotu $p€:aring pigs^ caicMiig chkkrm aiid searching the hoiucs for 
eatables. 

Chigj Nime rnaintained the ficriou that this vm a raid by throvsing 
the hcfld of the dog sacrificed at Duta over otic of the diresholds, and as 
we reramed lo the cunp an the Pai he again mvoked the gods, prating 
tint the spelts of the licha men should recoil on their own heads, and 
that the Apa Tams would be able to cat of Ucha's pigs wdthotit mflcriiag 
harm. 

Notr day we moved the vrhole party fiom the Pai river to Bagi and 
camped on an open spur in the liigl^t part of the village. We hid Juit 
got the tents np wh^ Katu announc^ that fmu; tufn couU be seen 
approaching fimn the diiccfion of Kirmn ; [ looked through my field- 
glasses and tccogtiizcd one of the four as Hkha R.ehla* an old man who 
had viriced me in Duia Last season. Then he hod oome to complain about 
the raids of his own clansmen who had forced bnn to leave Likba and 
Seek asylum in licfaA. He anived In tamp protcmtig friendship add said 
that ever fince be Iiad heard of otir coming he had tried to permade 
the Kirum men to treat with us. But none would listen. Kirum, lie 
coplaiTied, had now put the responsibility of negotiating a setrianent 
with Government on Bagi, because, they held, it uvas Bagi men who 
wrrr mponrible for the more recent incidents in the feud w‘ith the 
Apa Tanii. He was a new-cotnet in Kimm and bad noriung to do widi 
dib fendf but be bod come n> visit us as a fiicnd and would gladly cany 
any message wt wanted to send- 

We demanded the tclease of the two Apa Taiiis sdll hdd capdve, 
and cxpbuued that Gavcitimcnt did not wjju to fight Ucha or any other 
Dafla dan, but that we mnsted on direct negotiations with responfilde 
men of the village. Kimm couM not dhdaim teqjotisibitity fot the 
eptarrd with the Apa Tajui^ for many of the raids had been led by Kirum 
men and all liad diae^ in the many raiuoms paid by the Apa TaiiU. 

Tlw moniing patsed without fmther clevdopmcntai but Luc in the 
afiemofm a party' of licha slaves bmughr one of the captnmd Ap Tanii 
into comp. He had just been released, and a^ he had had no oppottunity 
of washing during the three months of his dprivky^ he was incredibly 
dlrry. Be cold us that in the i:onfii£ion that had followed our anis-al 
rwo OMi of the four remaining Apa Tani captives had escaped ; he biin- 
sclt hod bocD token to Kimm^ but Nani Lali had been carried olF to due 
foreii where the Bags mm w*cre ia h i din g 
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Arni^al of Kirum 

After a Cflld nigbe wtitc to 3 fine jnonmg iid watdwd the aun 
rise <jjr of the wiiiw doiuls krog dbout the liigij pcetks. As no 
ncgoriicon appeared we dedded to go to Kinini, We dimbed for forty 
mututes up a ueep dope, umil we readied a ridge &om which we looked 
down on the Tillage of Ktram. 

The Apa Timis had always described Kinim's posirion as iiuprcguabie 
and indeed for people armed only \rith spears, fwonJi and bows diere 
was tirde chance of pressing home an irtack against determined dcfcfiders 
familiar with the difliciilt toraiTi. 

From a irmidrcle of liigh Iritis grasvoovercd dtotddro led daiRTi, 
like the £nge0 of an oncstrccchjed hand, into a depression whose only 
outlet was soutWastwardi througli dte deeply cpt i?dJey of the Kiyi 
river. Perched on opcu spuirs stood nhicteas large longdioiucs, each 
sucrcimdcd by ta own suite of welJ4ituii ginnories. 

As we drscended the open dope, cries rose &Om every part of the 
setdemetu. Our guides and in topie t ers called for the Kirum notables, 
asking them to come and meet ns, but die villagers shouted back that 
we should remain where we were and not enter the viUsge. Wc 
halted, and 1 looked through my field-glasses at the confusion caused 
by our approach, f^om every houje men and women could be srca 
nuuiing to the gramuics with biikets on ibdr hacks, rh^fii out they 
came and staggering under huge weights tuads for the neaiesi patch of 
jemglc. 

What now follDwed was largely in the naiurc of a fence and ihowed 
how' Hrtir supoiDrity of arms alone iran achieve in secrliug tribal disputes- 
With the file power at our disposal wc conld have IcjIIhI every man in 
sight t mtentiem was, however^ not no mpe oue the Apa Tanii 
mcinics but to persuade the leaders of Licha to come forward and rl 1^ 1155 
a peace sctdcmcnc and m doing so indheedy acknowledge Govemmecds 
authority. Unfortunately the mm of Delia had not the slightest intendon 
of making peace on Apa Tani terms \ they ODUsidcred Govemmends 
sudden interest in their ai only a temporary anbarrassment. No 
Government part)- had ever before vinted the Kiri valley, btic the m- 
hafaitaiiLs of Lkha had Itcard of Government iucurskins into other parts 
of the Uafla hills and they wete^ femtliar with the customary bchavi&ur 
to be otpccted of punitive c^tpcditions : the burning of a vtUage foUowud 
by a quick withdrawal to the plains. They considered therefore that 
their best policy was to delay matters ai long as possible and allow both 
Government and the Apa Tanis ft> spend theit Wrath. If the village wu 
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Cnfsoik Uiius 

burnt anJ they JiiJ to rebuild tlidr houw^s rfitst were of infuiiEel^* less 
value tban die cotnpensadon tbe Api Tanu were demaudiug. 

When It bccMTic clctr tJiat the pc£>ple of Kimm were direcung aD 
dicir c&ym to miioving their v^hiabks &om the vilkgc ^iid doing 
nodiuig w ftiitim negotbiiom -with w* we moved down from the high 
ridge lo the house of lidu Sm^ ^ mnn ootmiomi for bii pm in tt£tm 
roidi on the Apin Tiiuh. This aetioa was followed by die immedute 
withdrawal of all the tnhabitancs iind uuj Inteiprcters shouted tbcmselvcf 
hoarse in proclaiming our dedre for a [>eacefu! scEtlcmenc and cdling 
fot negotiators to come and talk thingi over* 

Slowly an old man with a iiTiokhd weathcr-bcalcp face come up 
the bill His hair ^'as white and lus step faulty. He wore an old cloth 
but DO omamenc of any kindp and inst^ of the mual he carried 
2 kind of wooden rworiL This signified ijiar its bearer bad come to talk 
peace. We~welcomed him and aiked him to sit down. We were told 
that he was Lkha Soha^ in hb youth a great warrior and now^ one of 
the brains of Licha^ Many y^ars ago he had led the raid which had 
wiped oiit Sohp the village of father. 

Now he played the role of injured kmcKonoc. He sguatEcd on the 
ground* suckir^ his long-stemmed pipe and pretended to know nothing 
of the whercaixauts of the other Lidia notal^H NddifT did he know* 
what had happened to Nani Lali He sat before tu luHcn &cedp staring 
at the ground and aurwered every {question wkli a contempruoiiS * tte 
wm’ f 1 don't know'^)+ 

Ahbongii Tcmi suppreiied all emotinq wlien ftdng hb {atberS oU 
cnemyp and spoke as gently and reasonably as he would have done to 
an lujqcured visitor in bis own houses the net result of the conversarion 
was ml* 

After more than an hour of lescIcss biteirogadonT we moved one 
spur forward aiuf caking Liclia Saha with went to sit in the empty 
homes of Toko Panior and Licha Tell whicli stooil logcthcf em th^ edge 
ol a galley. Here a very old man widi white liab and a fine now and 
profile joined Licha Saluc He had the majiner of an amhasdailor of the 
old schcxsl* and the Politkal Offiert nicknamed him Sir John Snaotu 
1-Jc wjj Toko TatairL Though the Dwqer of the largest home m the 
village, he was as poorly dre^cd ai Lkha Saha and he too carried a 
wooden rwrwd. But die imoodmcss of hb rruumers did n w get os any 
lirrtiitT cllati tlic gpuffiicsS of licha Saha, and there seemed fo be no old 
to atgmneflr and evasion. 


Fiiifk Pisrkys 

At Lst A ciurd aiid tiiuck younger man up tbe InlL Hb amvj.1 
brought 30I11C life into tlw cunverudniL He \v.i^ Nkrlum T^mL With 
violern gcminc^ and labcd voice he pnxdoimed tJiat he nnJcr^tocxl die 
necsMcy of nrgordadiig with Govcttmicnt and lud done hh best to 
pmiia^ [he toon of Kirutn and Bagi to meet u^, but they ^lad preferred 
to run and hide in the jungle. Ag^i we cxpLiincd our aitm and 
be relayed wbaicvcr we said scntcucc by scncenor to the men collected 
before the houses on the sputs below'. He swaggered and gcsticubied 
and bis voke eairled over the Jiilh in foie ringing tones. But it waa ^ 
for show. He eiijt>yed hearing liU own voice and u-at not miomly 
persuading the ofoet Lidu noubJes to come and treat vvith tu. 

Throughout these ‘ ncgoibrioui ^ we were watched by mew, wcmucii 
and chlidten gathered on tlie platforms of ihe inure dhuin houses and 
by groupfi of young w^anioi^ 5itdiig fully armed on the edge of ihe juuglrH 
There waj little ptuut tu visiimg any other house in die village^ for at 
Cur approach the people faded away, only to reappear at another vantage- 
poitiEf whkh heing ictfainiliar widt hroarms^ they judged lo be our of 
our reach. 

While die Licha people andeTCsdinUcit die range of foe-arms oar 
Apa Taiii Iricnda had alcogcthcr cjcaggcratcd ideas of a nfle^s cffcctivt> 
maa. More than once they pointed e^kedly at a piece orjungk dose 
i[ liaiul begging us to of tier dir sepoy's to dioot llic partictilac ^ villabi * 
believed to be in hiding dicre. Wlicu we retorted that not a sont was 
to be seen^ diey considered our imistenec diat the target must at least 
be visible ai unneccssanty pcJanric^ To diem tc seemed sii£ckut to 
know in which dircctioa you ihculd fiic for the bullet to fold its victmi. 
It magical spells could harm a s'lcnni ifrrspcctivc of distapcc and visibiUcy^ 
surely die miraculous weapons of Govemmcnc could also do 

After endless and iiicondusivc arguments widi the gruff old warrior* 
tlie polished elder statesmen and the spluttering orator we closed the 
proceedings, saying eIlm; if by that evcaiing Nani Lali haJ not bmi 
rdcafed, the men of KiruiW vvxjuld regret their defiance of Govern¬ 
ment, Then we returned lo the camp at Bagi* 

In the aftcmDCti a man and a small boy firom NitJom, a village 
-nidim sight of one camp^ arrived with a present of chkken^ and eggVi 
and profowd a great deure for fricw Jly Tcladom. It seemed inatpedienc 
to igwnre even the smallcsi ge$mrt: of goodwill^ and accepmig dtc gifts 
vse promised to visit fosut village on the following day* As a macter of 
fact we were imming shore of radons, and k bad already been deoded 
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Crtts^ide Lithu 

tliat wc rouse move comp ^^hatever aeumdc Kimm tidoptcA on tht 

Thai evAiingp bng afc^r dark, v^x ticiard diouts Sxm a pait disunix 
on A saw lights moving throtagh the valky bdow in. Karu and Nime 
dcctued tint the votoes were those of Apa Taiih calling for groks* and 
two scorns were sent to brhig up die party. Shortly afterwards nine 
men of Haja* carrying heavy loads of dee* surived in camp and we 
were horrified to bear that^ bringing mHcf tarions fat ebtir kiiumcn, 
they had walked with ilitir coa^iojous torches duougb the valley 
where the Dofbs of Bagi were in hiding. Por the licha warriors it 
wouid ba\x been the easiest thing in the world to capture the nine men 
and we would have looked pretty ully if inscead of rcoovedng one 
priscTuer^ we Jiad lost luiie men* 

The noct morning law a reperirion of oiw firdcal negoturiona. 
Again we wetic to Kimm and again we were cold-iliouldered by the 
inhahitaata, wrio aC our approach retreated to more dbtant placed whence 
they could view our doings wichour endangering ihcir persont One 
old w^oman, described to me aA * the 0 Wticr\ mot^r"+ how'tvcr* gready 
daringf appeared in the house of licha Sera^ and there she wras later joined 
by 3 boy of about ten, the son of the famous warrior Toko Paiiiof* 
It vvis ohviotij that the lidia people credited us with a code of hanour 
higher than thdr own^ and usumed that sve would harm neither womcfi 
tvcff children To the Apa Tanb, howevix, our behaviour was itieicplk- 
able, and Podi Layang^ bad joined ns the previous day^ tnuiged me 
again and again* each rime throwing significant looks at the boy, who 
Ofvpcarrd to him as an Ideal subject for a swift grahblog action^ 

There were more argamencs with lidut Soha^ and a great tkal of 
shouting &om one group of spectators to the other, but nothiug conaete 
emerged^ The Politieal OBuxr considered that the only way he could 
convinec the people of Eirum dial they were iiot as ckvet as they though^ 
themselves, by bunikig the viElageond he ounounced dial uskss dicy 
changed their minds and set Natii Lalt ficc within lialf on hour* lie would 
Jcitroy the bou» of the most impoctoiat men* 

tie ascertamed the houses of those responsible far the mare recent 
raids on the Apr Tanh. and when half an hour had elapsed, ordered 
fi^w of them lo be burnt. Even when smoke began to rise Emm 
the doomed buildiiigs* groups of people cti more distant verandahs 
stood watching in rilcncc and seemed or impcrtoibcd os they were 
unapproachable. 
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l^sU 0 Niehm 

By die dine we rcLumtct lo die amp above Eagi, tLc Ju^tge had 
been patked and vc were able to leave for Nidoni without further 
delay. The path dropped sharply into the valley of the Km and for 
several hours we walked iilotig the rivcr*s edg?:, crossing and teerdsMog 
the ^vacer by nuny malcMhift bddgcl. 

In Nickun we were well received. Tlic envoys of the prtvlotis day, 
supported by some uieti from Tiilo, came lo joect m and suggested a 
rwmiably suitabtc site for the 

While sepoys and porters setdod inm campp we went to the village 
with Temip The firw people whoweie about seoned pleasantly surprised 
that we were not ^oduus raiders brbrUiig wkh anns» but studio itsly 
smiling visirors who picsented them with cigarecEca suid matches and 
declared that tbdr only desire was to see peace cstahtiihed bccwTOi all 
Dada villageL On the majority of the mh^itimDs of Nieloin* however. 
OUT atcctnpts to prodtijcc a lavourabk impression were lost. For most 
of them bad thought caunoji the better part of valour and had absented 
themselves On urgent budness. 

As we walked down the path an amiable woman virtually dragged 
to into iiff house and thetv we found qtdic a large withering round the 
firc- There was^ no doubt* an elenumt of anxiecy in the loUdiude with 
w'hkh the Nklom bdics treated UJ to millet beer, but they ^vere anything 
but shy and the senior lady of the house grasped me by the arm ai she 
spoke Mith emphatic urgency of lier dcure for ^endih^. Soon our 
hosts were reassured dial they had DOthtiig to fear and they produetd 
quantities of cggs» svidcomt gifts after many puddiugleu days in hostile 
country. 

In the evening a deeply disturb^ Chigi Nime called us out into the 
duik, and pointed to a great pall of smoke hangitig over SagL Lkha^ 
ii seemed, was indulging in the empty triumph of buming our abandoned 
camp. 

The place where 1 slept for two nights ” Nlmc lamemed, “ wheze 
1 sat and ate my food^ this place b now bemg devastated by those 
wretched Dallas. How they will Jump in triumph on the ashes of our 
huts. What a disgracer for me, and for al of us f ** 

He could not explain exaiitiy why be took the burning of the 
abandoned camp so much to kon, but ius rcacdom suggest tkat 
the bumtng bad some magicat purpose; perhaps be beliei^ that the 
destruction of a pcnou*i leavings spelli mbfortimc if accompanied by 
the appropriate ritiuL 
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Agaitisi L/d'ifl 

Bill on this a> oa ^ many other ocoimni on thh tour. I unjhle 
to father all chi? etlcvanc facti: for iafocmaiits as well as Intcrpictm 
were loo bosy with pracdod ampgemencs to iiaklge kt lengthy tli*- 
ctissiops oq belief and custom^ 

Ncjct day we crowd the wooJed ridge which separates the Kiyi 
valley from the TaJo^Jonim area. Ai its ^hest poiai It muse be well 
over 7^000 feet, and from tlicrc a well-trodden paih drop fttadily cm 
to the open grais-lands tiircoyjidiiig Talo. Most of tlie hiit-stopw had 
been culiivatrJ co the pobit of odiauitijoii and we were told thar the 
crop they yielded ivcrc poor» Bm die people of Talo^ like those of 
Jomni, had taken to wet^ukivaiioii, and though Hot as skilled in the 
building and roaLDteiuiic? of tertaces as the Ap Tanis tbpy relied on 
thdf rice crops for a spbstantkl part of their food supply^ 

Talo was the largest and piost piospcrous-looking Dada village 1 had 
yet seen, each loiig4ioiiie with a group of pilLJ-tKimc granaries standing 
DEI iL-i own hJJl-top. Toko Bat^ the ikhcst and most uifluential man of 
dir village, hfld a reputation for great pohckal sbrewduesk This had led 
him to eschew a warrior's f&lc and con tent himsdf with backing and 
WEneEiiTwi finaiuitig raidi tmdenaken by his allies in other villages- In 
his tdadont wish us he played the game of ^vait and see. Just ns in the 
spring of tli^ year he bad avoided all direcc contact wirh me by smcibn; 
his i^e to vudt our camp ai Pape, $o now be sctii Yoynm, rcscogumblc 
a long way ofFby her enormcrus goitre, to meet m at the village bound-iry 
wirh the emtorpary coiixcmy of mugs of nutlel beer. She pretended 
that her buibaiid was away on business in Pch a spialJ and unimpoftant 
village near Mai, but as a matter of £ict we knew than he had been 
ci^nfcrring in Ukha* and suspected that fit ■was reluctant to oxet lu until 
he knos’ how* mattcT? stood md how TTitt^^h we knew of Ins cooncetions 
wall Lkha. 

Dedding to ignore the absctice of Toko Bat for die time beings I 
wTCPt that eveoirig to visit liis conrin Toko Tekhi who lived in ah 
cnotmoys long-hcnnc on a nearby MU-iop. I was received most 
cordially, ajid the old and grey-haired Tekhi went oui of hh way to be 
pteasanL He declared that the Licha men were rascals, who bad stulen 
many midiau belonging lo him and to other Talo peoplci and tliat he 
only wished we had killed or captured the whole lot. 

There were fourteen hearths in Toko Teklu*s hoiuep and it* single 
roerm was fiUed with innumerahle mePi, w^omen and children Now 
they crowded round mr, atij, showing linlc respect for the old pamarclu 
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P&tygmim^s Hatixlwfds 

dmxmd happily tm^pccdvc of the eonvemtion he tvsA crying to 
condnet- 

In the course of hij long life Tekb had mArtieil nine wives. Hve 
were still alive, aud fsvo of dicni were young and imcominonly pretty. 
It seemed doLtfatfiil, how'cvcr, whcihet die ag^ hmband could r-ikr more 
diaii a ptaionic intercit Ld thise lively ^'ouug girlt, whom he may have 
married to further Some politic^d end. But Iiis ten sau^ some of wiiom 
had wivei aud children of their own, all shared in die life of this enormous 
hoiisc. Apparendy dim h lude hanu if the %oui, the bdis to ^ father's 
wives, aimdpatc ionic of their privileges, and deputize for an agring 
parcin. This system ecEtainly makei for cDntemmctir among junior 
wives* and prevents the devclopinimr of tensions whkh might otherwise 
jcppardi^ the harmony of a gianc liousehokL 

The days in die peaceful aemosphere ofTalo gave us all an opportunity 
of reassessing the poliacd siiciution. Tlic Api Tatiii liad seen the fjolit}^ 
of relying on force to press rhdj claims on Lkha ; they began to talk 
about padeys on uetiua] and chdr hiends and ixadc-parmczi hj 

Ta!o seemed to cucotiragc tfah idea. 

The dispute between die Apa Tanh and Lkha v™ not the only 
pcdidcal qucsdmt to be conildMcii Equally grave the teruiem 
between liie Dafla villager of ibc foothills and the war-leaders of tlit 
Ukha cLm fettled in villages on the north baiit of the Panior^ Though 
tending Govenuuent's moral support to the tbrearencij vitlagcs of die 
0 tiler ranges we hoped that it svould be pmdble to uiidate ficgodadoiu 
bcrwecii the opposing parries and dius obviate the necessity of rcooursc 
to arms. What we had tii mind was a kind of gciicrd gathering of the 
tribesmen where Govcmmeiir giutrautfied Ejo hold d^ peace and grievances 
could be veodlated md eomprmnises cHsmssccL 

The tribal insrituiicn of peace councils known as me/ seemrd capahb 
dfbemg harnessed to Govettunent's purpose, and we decided to cal] mth a 
meeting for the first week of January. Aicssengm were sent to all die 
thbesmeii concerned^ bidding them to <omc to Talo* a village whkh 
seemed eminently suhablc for such a txincauisc. 

Meanwhile we had la rcUirn lo Duia ro Ofgiiiizc the transport and 
purchase of provisioiu foK the coming moiitiu* During oitr absence 
comtant relays of Apa Tams lud brought up conudctablc quaittitics of 
salt and dodi to Pape, and it now remamed to ua to begin the large-scale 
purchasnig of rice, with w'bich our poners, our ttaif and ourselves were 
to be provMoncd for the remainder of the season. 
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CnifiKfc Agabist Lidia 

Wid] Chjgi Nimc i walk*! at the head of a bwg column of Apt 
Tam i^artion and pcirtm, and soon w-c crossed the ^cnxlcd and 
lookcMl down Iqio the lovely bowl of the Apa Tam valley. Nunc was 
not iit 2 chccrfnl mood and ibc other Apa Toni notables woe gloomy 
faced- The expedition to Ucha hid been a great disappointment 
Compared tO the lengthy picparations and the numbers of mm employed 
the result been ridicnlouily rmalL One small niithan calf, wliich 
the Apa Tanis Inul caught near Kirum. was the only booty they h^d been 
able to bring back» and Nant Lali» ihc last of tltc Apa Tam captives, was 
still in the bands of the Licha Dafias. 

” How can I hold up my head," moaned Nlme« " when we appear 
m Dura with neither kiUed nor captive ? Will not the peupk laugh 
at us wheui we return empej' hanckd ? How can I show tny fact to 
Yclu ? Won’t she be disappointed if we faring her iidiher trophks nor 
prboncTs ? ” 

ydu w^as the Apa Tanis^ pct^^namc for Betty, and Chigi Nime 
Seemed geniunely worried that he could neither place before her a 
Dafla's liand nor ofier her a few fettered ilavB. 

But ills laments gave way to tlie business of the hour. As w^e 
appioarlied Pape« he and Karu imllecticd some bamboos and split them 
into small idcki- They sac down ofi either side of the path leading inio 
camp and* putting down a stick for each mill* clitckcd the number of 
returning Apa Tanis as they filed in, 1 had expected saine kind of rile 
JO mark the mesri homecoming. But though an knptrssive ocfcraotty 
iiad iidthitcd the start of the expeditirHi, dbc jctuniuig wonion as well 
as the porters made their way quietly and uncetemouioudy to dwif 
own hmiscs. 

During our ahscncx wild rumours had reached the Apa Tani vaHiry* 
Several Apa Tanh had been reported killed in battle with the Ltcha 
Daflaa and othco Weft said lo be withcjut footL Some of the 
fhatitig a triumphant licha^ had even luggtsieJ postiiig scouts on the 
hills surrounding the valley lo sound iht alarm if the DaHas counter^ 
auacked Wiih tmr remm aU tlicwr rumpurs dkd a natural dealhi hut 
Beny had had no exert all her powers of petsuasion DO tniiiitain die 
morde of the cunp and provide Kalappa with suf&icnn ponm fiar the 
w'ork of surveying the valley. 
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A TRIBAL PEACE CONFERENCE 


A SHorr STAY in DLt;i was a wdcomc clungc from die comnni 
moving from one jungle camp to the and our mydl 

bamboo house widi its diccry fire and clean floor seemed 
luxurious after die leou picched on socldeii and often uneven ground. 
A rooted meuf however simple, was also preferable to the iininvidng 
fliiwmattv r.v of bully beef and spam. Eggs were never a di^ScnJty in 
the Apa Taut cotincry* and the Apa TaJiis arc suet sldlTul gordenm tliat 
even in mid-winxer wiih temparamres dose on freezing point we were 
always able to barter fredt vegetables^ coarse spinach* spring oiitonji or 
tiny new poEaioes. 

Wt celebrated Chriitmas m good spirits and prepared the idoctxry of 
our next tnar. If the pearc confcrtnce at Talo weni weE, we iniendcd 
b> travel tbrupgh d^e Kiyi valley to Ukha, and then make oor w^ay up 
the unexplored valley of the Upper Psniur* viritnig the villages on the 
tiQirth bank. 

On New Year’s Day came die wdeome news that Nani Lali„ Lkha's 
last Apa Taui captivts was on his way home and that negotiators fiom 
Licha were preparing to aitciiti the cotJhmwt in Talo* So jiext day 
we let out wixh a band of Apa Tiini notables and after an agreeable march 
arrived in Talo wliere we pitched our Eents on a smaU Iilllock outaMe rile 
village. iTom ibere we Itad a fine vkw over houses and granarks, and 
across the wide hilly gmsdaiid streudiing as far as the Panior. That 
evening the S,ooo-fout range sourii of the river appeared as a $o|id wall 
of d«^>csL blur, its kiiifedikc edge riUioucttcd sharply against a yellow 
st)'* wliicb ill the Euomeiit of the sun’s fctring was sorcaked with pinky 
clouds. 

Talo was thronged ivith Dallas from nearly every vMkge south of 
the Panior^ all clamouring for redress of their grievancci against the 
people of Liklup Licha and—unfortunately—alio of Talo, There was 
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A Tribal Ptace Canfacitcc 

Tabi* Nini* oar orPobn wkh Jiii mEO, liopiiig for the Ubcraiioc 
of im wife utd rebtivet &tilJ Jvcld captiva in Likha. And a large parry 
bail cotnc from PiHapu led by Naimri Epo, who had choi<jn tlic oppor¬ 
tunity' Ki assert hb dbkm. Likta Teji of Li&lia atid Toto HoU 

of TaJo+ Moreover there were nuiiiercnis other men &oin tlic foothill 
villages^ all eager co press daims rcsiildng from traclc traiisactiarts and 
feueb. Few of them would otherwise have dared to vennire » far ^ 
Talo or likha, hut cmholdoaed by the presence of Govcxnnicnt ofikicrs 
they' -were tiow pressing for reparatioa of losses auflfcrcd dnrmg the last 
dght or ten or even twenty years. 

Though frotn a longterm point of view it was a good thing 
that under our protection etiemies of long standing should meet and 
discuss claims and ccimccr-ckiois in on atmospbere of eguahty^ the 
presence of so many people out for the blood—Or rather the rriiith a n and 
Tibetan bcUs—of men of Talo and liUia did not facilitate oar work 
of establidilng friendly rebdons w-ith the Daflas of thb otki. 

The Tdo people were obviously appalled by the inv'asion of these 
cloimintS- Tlicir teal opinion of all the htigants crowding our 
comp w'ai eicpresfied in a reitiaik overheard by Temi; ** The Uvds ot lU 
tlirie men have grown to colossal size and now clicy arc swollen w'ith 
courage ; hut wait till the sahibs and sepoys have gone* and you w^ill 
see t!st they will shrink to nothing/" 

To comply with the detnanda. of the Daflas from die foothilli 
and " bear their cases' was an obviously sterile poecdure in cemtoty 
where, theoretically, Political Ofiiiccrs had cxraisivc magisterial pow< 25 + 
s^’hilc there was in pracdce no nrachincry for the enforcement of their 
dedsionk U was aw'kward to come for the first rime to a manifestly 
Itwndly village only to lend Govcmmcut^s support to a lot of dairto 
against mar hosts. Such influence ai we bad we u^d thetefore in 
imtkring individua) nw/* referring the dcuiU of the senktnent to arbitra* 
tton by small coundb of promketii trfbcsmm. As Daflas low arguing 
and displaying their remarkable powers of oratory, the fiiUcst advantage 
■K-ai taken of thb opportsmityi and soon Lorg^ and tmall groups of cdH- 
frrring DofUs were seated oti every level space in Tolo viUagCL. Claimi 
and counter-daims were staked with the aid of tally^ricks and the fate 
of countless mithan, bcUs, ctoihs and swords were rccoimtGd ai daumj^itj 
delved into the past, rcsosduling events dtat had ocenmd in previonj 
gelicrarions, 

Lbtening to the proceedings of some of thes£ councils we leomt a 
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LitigmU 

great dc4l about thn ptoidplc* of Diflj jusdcr. One of die peculkr 
aspects of their legal svstcin and one which is baJHing to ilie new-coraei, 
b thr ruling tbai an aggrieved persxm^ lucti at a iinu captured or 
robbed of his uiidian, is cntilkil to eampetuadon pot from the maji 
who iiijuLred hiniH but from the pefsem responsible for his su&dng. 
T)us was doriEed far os by s datm nude against Pil Nyei of Talo. A 
Ippg pme ago Kyd had sold a slave girl to jorum Hago but she escaped 
&om her flew master and eloped with a frec-Uom man ofjorum* On 
their fliglit the nii>-aw'ay loviers pas^ through Tetpu, and Jotnm 
presuming diat Tdpu had given them shelter and food, cecaliatcd by 
capturing TaO HceIh, a Teipu villager, Hed was ultiniatdy ransQiucd^ 
but liii brotber Taram, who had paid the price, claimed coippeiisatioti, 
not as one would suppose from Jorum Hogo, but from Pil Nyei^ who 
—to his mind—had mused oil the trouble by selling a "bad" skve. 
Mwt of tile Dallas present agreed that this was the right apptoadi and 
due jorom tlago was not to be beamed as lie bad otJy teconped hk 
losses. 

tn those days in Tdo I aUo leomt that a little dberiminariem wa^ 
necessary wrhen h came lo the * freeing * of daves at the insbtaice of 
inictestcil Idmmen. One tuomirig Mai Heli came to onr camp and 
lodged a comptabt against Toko Bat. Rve years ago, he sajd, an 
cpi^mic had swept dirougji Mai, Talo ood the vidnity. The Talo 
|n?oplc blamed Mai ftir having brought the dbeatc, and in rcralUtiou 
capmxcd dx Mai people w orking on thek fichk Fum of these were 
subsequently ransomed, bin the youngest wife of Mii Hrli's late father 
was s^l in Toko Bat's bouse. The wonmn tn ijuesdon appeared. Small 
and pert^ she argued not in support of lict step$Ort"i plea for Iter rcleaie 
bill in protest against any suggemon that ibe thotdd Tetmn to MaL 
Why should 1 leave Talo?” she exclaimed. '"True, I was the 
daughter of a nch. man, and now I live with one of Toko Bar's slaves; 
but my former iiusband is dead, and here [ am happy. Does Mai Heli 
ivant me ? No, he only wants my price. Why should Toko Bat pay ? 

It" one views the stories of captures and shve raids from a westem 
nandpuint one is easily shocked at the viokticc and dcnkl of pmmol 
libmy iuDaflalifc. ButDalks seem co luve so geeat a capacity of Hiring 
into almost any bomehold that except wlieu people ate detainedin £ttx:ks, 
hycn separated or smat! cJiildien tom front t!tdr paietib, there is per¬ 
haps li;r$s lurrdiliip and stilfrring than one wotdd be tneUmrd to assume, 
f have seen severi caprivei* men as well n women, who icfbcd to return 
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to didr tomc-vilLige 'when givcti the <sppciTttmity of doEsg iOi anJ I 
do poc bdieve that thdr resrcdoi) was exceptional. 

Of coyrse ttierc arc Other ca$cs kjo, and in Talo wc Vritnesvsed the 
inimon of a nun and his wife who had bem separated, for nvcncy yens. 
One Jay die [ i r ht pcoplcx periapa aa a conaliaiory gesture which cost 
them little* sent in dJcrly wonian xo our camp. Year? ago she lud 
been eaptmed from Talo and ever sinoe had lived m Lkha* first as a slave 
and later as the wife of Likha Takap. But recently Xikha Takap Inul 
been killed in a fight whh Tasset people, and being old and lonely she 
was quite pleased to retum to her otigfrial husband cvpi though he had 
once married another and younger wife* 

After a few fine days there was a sudden deccrioradon tn the weath^. 
In heavy rain w'c sat sliiveiing in camp or sought the warmth ol a 
EJaSa^S firciijilc. One night the wind was so violcpt that wc feared 
our cciiES would be blown ofl* the luU-topt but in the morning the storm 
abated and the parting mist revealed a Grek of tills covered in snow. 
Even the dpOOO-foot range henveen Talo and Duu was quite wliite and on 
the hill above Nieloni, where a sitrvcy patty was worldng, die branches 
of many giant rhtxlodendrotis broke under the weight of the sudden 
frhU. lu the Apa Tani valley too^ we hcard^ die grimnd was covered 
with hard, crisp mow. 

A week had passed anoe our retuni to Talo, but them wai still no 
ligii of the leading men of Lidia, and we began to doubt svhether we 
would ever see direct ttcgoriatioru between tile Apa Tanis and theit 
Daiia. enemies. Bur cs'ety day more and more Daflas fram the Likha 
area arrived in camp decliring thenisclves wilHug to talk dungs over 
with thdr cncmici. Then «tic morning Tciui brought the news rhat 
likka Teji* one of the leading men of the Likhu clan* had arrived in 
Talo and was prepared to negTomic a sciiicment vrith the Piliapn people, 
whom his mett iiad raided fottr years before. 

Knorwing how easy it is to be adversety reported to suspidous tribei- 
ni«n, I dtculcJ to quistiip ail rumour aod with Temi hastcticd tO Toko 
Bar*! house, whereTeji was said to be. Ac that rime I did not know that 
Tgi was married to oiht of Toko BatT daughtm* but like everybody 
else T was aware of Toko Bat*5 good relations with most of the Likha 
Jcailers- 

StcppiDg from the brtgbi sunlight into the dimncis of a luge Dafia 
limue one disdugmihei at Erst little except the long hne of firci> but is 
I groped my w-ay to the ucatett health I saw dial it was smTutuided by 
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a lar|;e cicdc of inen. Tlivy niatlc a pla« for tu by tbc fire anil ai 1 Mt 
down 1 looked round expecring ro pick our wme elderly hodmati whb 
aQ rtirtfinniM hud-dreu and countless necUaco* But Temi poinlEd to 
tlie tttan beside me: a youth of hardly more than twency*fivc, very 
luiulsoine and well built, and to that first moment just a little nervous, 
Ttiis WM obviously a pmoiulity very diffwcist fiom those liard'faced 
T, rti^ men we Iwd met at Kitum. A few amiable words, undoubtedly 
trandated by Temi with itipefb tact and eourtefy, produced a charming 
broad smilt I banded him a parkci of dgarettes, but tic said he did uot 
smoke and would keep them for the people of Ms Iiouse. 

After the exchange of a few poUte phoies, Teji dedntod that he was 
a young man. who had never bm to the plains and had never tnet any 
outsider. But be had received cur miKsagcs and had come to hear wliac 
we w'anK'd of him- He would do hJs best to sadsly our demands, for 
lie wanted peace and friendship and would ay to reconcile hts enemies. 

Teji's wliole m^ntii*r was dcUghcfully simple and ftaidc. and I felt 
at once tlsin Iwrc svit a man whose ftkndsliip would be valuable. Even 
the presence in Toko Bat's house of Nahum Epo. the Wliapu leader on 
whom be Itad made W'ar, did not irritate him. and his attitude was as 
dignified as it was ccmdlutory. 

tt seems strange that in an itmospliere of pcrenohl feuds and danger 
cluracicr and personality could yet develop to such cwly maturity and 
human dignity could blossom amidst savage warfare. Idow many 
dvilizod young men of twenty-five would face the strange entuaarict 
of a foK^ power of unknown resources and intentions with such 
composure and courtesy ? 

I explained shortly Government's desire far peace and good rcbdoiis 
between all villages, and by the bme Betty and the Political Officer 
joined the party, there was an aCEiiosphcre of general cordiality. 

tiUn Tqi invited us to visit his viUage ami assured us that he would 
discuss mattm tvtth Nabum Epo, and bt m know the result of the 
negotudotis. So we left them to tbcmscIvH, chwfcsd wfiili the thought 
that at least one troublesome feud w» likely to be settled and that on 
our visic to likha we should have at bast one powerful ftkniL 
Preliminary negotbtiont ' in secKt session' lecmcd to last all sby. 
but the next motning the uwl Ueween likha Tqi and Nahum Epo wm 
held in the fiill puWidty of a brge gathctitig on an open level space 
between great ouccrapi of gtamte boiilden. 

When we arrived the prries wm already present. Lildu Trji sat 
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crost-kggrcl in ttrt ticotrc a tough icjnidtclr of lus followm^ aiid 
opp<mti?,bcytjtiJ an open fpitc on which the tdly-hoards wctcaimngcd, 

Nabtnn £po and hii men, backed by a large crowd of sympatlii^r^ 
&om the vill^cs ofSekhe^ Oiod, Fotin and Sebrnichi. 

Likha Tcji opened the proceedings with a long omtkijL Fliiihrd 
with exdtcrocnt lie spoke vividly and well t never hedtating or seaidi- 
mg for n wtnd, he hondlcd the tallyviticks as m expert, exactly syndiron* 
bing die dispondon of }hx:^ symbols with the relts^aiit phrases of his 
speech (Pi. it). 

Tliongh 1 diii not understand Dafla and Temi was hard pressed to 
keep pace with his rumuDg commentary^ it was a pleasure to Ibrcn to 
TgL to bear the skilful modulations of hh voLce and to watch the well- 
hakticcd gestures of hh tiglit liand xiid the s m ile with whkii he v-^oneJ 
the approval of the liirtncrj. So continuous tvas the flow of words 
ootning dfortless to hii Sips, that be had not even time to twsdiow, and 
tinwand then ejected bubbles of saliva with a jerk of hb head. Youthful 
and handscmct his cheeb ray juid his ty^ bright^ he was the very 
oppewite of Nabuni Epo, whose yellow matk 4 ike face—more mongoloid 
than is usual among Daihu^betrayed no trace of emotion. 

Likha IVji was ixcapitulaciiig the history of hh raid on Piliapm 
Tiiscasc iiad come to iJie country and in the settlement of likha TahlLi 
and Tikha Ekliin* scpaxaietl &om his own house only by a narrow 
guHy, several people djei Tohlia and £khin hlamcd Tt^fs people fur 
having brought the duca^ and—tiiDUgh of the lomr clan—raided hii 
sretkmenr and captured seven men and women. To ninmtn ihem 
Likha Tejj hod had to pay tiftecn ttiidian, but he did not feel guiliy, and 
cleared himself by ordeal of the accasation of diseaieHcanyiug, He had 
had a large pot of water beared to boiling point and into this be thmst 
hh arm op to the elbow. Wlien die arm was withdrawn ir was fnimd 
ro be nmearhed and ev'crj-'ortt admitted that he and his people OOuld not 
have hoctj gndty of spreading die dtscase. The epidemic kid obviously 
cemt from elsewhere and it was not long before people agreed it wai 
Piliapu who had brought the discos from the plains. 

All ot you/* excloiined l ikha Tejh turning to die likha ami TaJo 
men in the audkiiccT '* bUmed Pilkpu and talked about makittg war 
on the bringen of disease. You all encouraged me when t came forward 
to organbe the raid. Why should I silone have to mmxt for it ? E 
hatl my hmei when Tablia and Ethin raided me without cause^ why 
should only E pay for die damage done m i^iEopu. You* likha Rebb 
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—and he addressed rfte old man—" you took two of the mthiui paid as 
ratuom foe the Pilrapu- men. If J have to pay compecifialion ‘why slioulil 
you not disfrdage your share of the spoils 

Likba Ttji cxniijiiiicd lo ikserribe how he had plaiuied die raid aiid 
provuioned the warrion, bui liow as die or^anm^ and a tnm of ivealth 
and position he had not taken part in dir expediiiotL He had ordered 
hit mai to capture Piliapu people^ but not to kill thrtn, iind if in the 
melee Epo% mother had been slain^ her death had not been forirsccp. 
His mtcifdoii had been to capture somi: people and thereby fbtioe the 
leading men of Piliapu lo aiend a me! and eompensare htm for the losses 
u'hidi he had soared because the spread of die epidemic had been laid 
at ItJi door. But of die dghcren Piliapu people odgiaaUy capmred ordy 
■one had been ransomed ; all the odiccs had been ret &ec uncondidonaljy 
svhen Govrmmriic showed an interest in dicir fate. 

T<ji ended by saving that he was prepared to cotnpemsare Nahum 
Ep<v for his mother's dnth and lo condnde a treaty of peace and friend¬ 
ship whkh iivoidd enable him to go fo Epo\ house and Epo to ttcdw 
his liospitaliry. A-^ a sign of goodwill he had brought with him to Talo 
out: Ubeian bcii worth frve id six' niidiai]^ as well as three large niitham 

The next speaker was not Nabum Epo himself but hh sister's son 
Tahia Hakh. a rather indgnificaut youth and a poor orator who had 
difiladdrs in speaking and arranging his calty^sdcks at the same dmc. 

He wiA fallo\v€d by' likha Tejfs tnothexV brother and then Nabnio 
Epo summed up his dcirundi. He wotild be contimt with the return of 
the ransom paid by Pdiapu and compensation For the murder of bis 
mother. No ojir could repair hit Ions ] if it had beett a wife he 
could marry another, but never could he friiJ another mother. She had 
been faniout for her beauty^ being tight of skin, almost like the saldbs, 
and hb father had paid for her twenty michon because she came from 
a great house. As for her he did poc want midian or many 

small belli and other valuables; but one very large and predouf Tibetan 
bclf which he knew to be in the pofsessbn of Likha Tgh Then be 
would be prepared to forget die post and conclude a dLipo-pacc w'ldi 
Likha Tej L ^ 

He w'ai speaking well and with aninunon, and while before lie had 
recniod suEen and gloomy, the tone in which he addresred Tgi was 
not unfriendly. 

Epo had hardly mded when Teji jumped to his fcTCt. " I am going 
hack to itty village/' he declared, "and I shall coUect the mJthan and 

13!? 


A Tril>al Peace Ctntfercnce 

valiiaUri due to Epo. 1 shall prrpjit fwt die rOTpdoii the 

and before their eyes I Ml pay ciampetiwdon to Epo aiid perform 
the mes of peace-making/' 

With these words be stepped out of the drde* atid strode away. 
His two wives! who hid waichcd the di$cilssiotiij departed vriih him* 
It was a dignified and dcamadc exit, and we all felt immensely pleased. 

We had hardly rctiinied to the camp when we were accosted by 
Scbemdii Daflas who came to seek our intervendon in a marriage 
iJU5putc. Tile datmant 1 ^ Lcji, a mild djlcdy man without much sense 
of htiHiour, complained that many years ago he had given his sister 
iDgethet w'ith a large dowry to Tod Pxkhaf on the understanding that 
in return lie would receive Tod Rekba^s in marriage. But the 
marriage never took plaM. for on the eve of the ceremonies Tod Rekha s 
sincT doped with Ocm P^f^^bo^ one of the leading mm of Licha^ 

Tod Rekha, a man of about forty with a thin ihifry eyes and 
not too good a repucarion as a debtor, visa one of the Daflas rcridcfit In 
Hjja, He did not deny the truth of Pil Leifs story. He had intended, 
he said, to give bis sister to FLt Lcji; he had taken her to Lcjfs viKage 
wtili a ridi Joiwry, the details of which be cniimfrateib describing alter 
a lapse of perhaps rwairy years the exact colour and value of every 
bead and ornament. But tltcn things bad gone wrmig \ for while they 
were staying with fikndi die girl, wearing all the oniamnus of the 
dowryi ran off with Gent Ptnnbo* a man as cmiorioni for Itii success 
with -woinctt as he was famed for lus exploits in war, 

" What could 1 do against a man like that ? ** exclaimed Tod Rekha. 
" Nor only did he run off with my sbter, but he tricked me over the 
bride-price- It should be □ proper maiiiage, Pnnabo had promised, 
witli Ac payment of a bridcv^ricc hi full; but first 1 stoxdd compktc 
die girVs dowry. So, foot that 1 was, 1 gave her in addiriun four bronze 
plates and anotlicr string of bends, but did I get a single mithan out of 
Gem Pumbo I NOp not a thing. Who can realkt a claim from Com 
Pirnibo ? ” 

The idea that the mberable Tod Rekha so Iwavily indebted to Apa 
Tanh that he waj pjaericahy their dave* could clialtngc die grai Lidia 
leader wai uideed absiinL 

This is nor ray affair ! screamed Pd Lgt* "" I gave you my 
sistrr and die it sctlt your wife^ bur 1 have received no gill from you. 
Your risrer is goiw, well ind good- But now you have a daughter 
old enough to be married. Give me your daughter and I shjU be 
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conoent. My wife h getnug old, ajid a young gifl will do me very 
wcIL Otherwise |»y me two mitlidct ^ niy U5iets htidc-pdee.^^ 

Tod Rckhik scntehcd kis head. He would not give his daughteTn 
Not that he woukf have minded uurTyiiig a young girl to an old man 
“-ovcr-seiiiidvcncss was not one of his failings—bur for his daughtjcr he 
hoped to get 2 fat hmtvpdce which would enable him lo pay off some of 
his dehti^ and the obvious anxiety of Itb Apa Tani friends and creditors 
lest he dispose of his only assc t ccuiviiiocd me that they ihan^ his view. 

“! cannot pve yon my daugliter/' he said at lasn But 1 do not 
want to be unreasouaMe. 1 owe you a gid, and a girl you shall Tuve. 
Take ray kju"s wife, she is young and a hard worker. You can have 
her to-mofttiw\'" 

Pil Leji looked rton-plussrd. This oifer was one he had not expected. 
But Tod Rekha was a slippery customer and no one knesv hetier than 
Lcji how low RckhaV credit stood. Never would be get a single 
mirhan out of Tod Rekha, and here was a conciete offer ^ a young 
ghk not very pretty perfiaps, but uiuloLthtedly a snifJy wench. 

SdU he hesitatevL But the Apa Taras pounced on lilm^ using all 
their powers of petsuasion to make him accept the bargoin- 

Take her, take her," they cried. She h young and strong, just 
right for an old man like you. You ait lucky id g^i hcf. Doifi 
drink tsvict but *Ay yes."' 

No one enquired what the' girFs hnsbancl wmdd saj% but Key Kam 
rcassurrd me in a whi^r: ** The boy wilt not nrindl He docs not 
like her and anyway be never sleeps with her.” 

" You can have hcc to-momsw. See her for yoiuself and then say 
whether yon like her or not. Anybow% try her for a night and pound 
her as much as yoo tike t" And h™ they used the word wliich 
describes the pounding of rice in a mortar. 

Ihl lcji wa$ wavering and we left it at that, advising him to take 
tlie girl offetrd rather than clunour for compcnsarioti m nrithan, which 
a poor man like Tod Rekha would never he able to pay. Privately I 
wandered how loug Tod Rekha would be able to meec Im obtigarions 
by giving away hu relative^ fof cmly the previous day I had been shown 
a sbter of his whom he had sold into slavery. She had b™ tlic pice 
he bad paid for rice bought from Hari vilLgie and his Apa Tani ctediiar 
had later resold her to Toko Hdli for three mithaUi Now she lived 
as a slave in Talo, die vdUge in wluch she had been boni as the daughter 
of a free ihougii impovetiahed man. 
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Ths^t mmlng of die leaiHQg men of Lkhj artived In Tala 

and ihc mw% of tlte unbending con&rcoct brought tmuy fSTomiiLtht 
Apa Tanti ts> Talo. 

Tltcrc was g^icral cxcitcmcni when, next mnrfibg, the Lichadek- 
giccs and the Apa Tam cadi otliCF in brUliant sunshine ai 

Sic fiid WfiJtli we hoped would detctnmier thdi ftitnrt tdadons. 

Clugi Nime, as the pdtidpaJ spokcsrmui of the Apa Tanif^ opened 
the aimng with a short stacctneni* poin^g out whieii of die licba 
men were present and which notables must still arrive before any Gital 
scttknient: could be negottateiL 

The next speaker was Ltcha Taga of Bagi who embarked on a long 
tale of the alkgcdly sufktrd by the licha tncii ai the hands of 

Tapadou5 Apa Tanis. Very much m contrait to the arisrocratk lookingt 
wcU-^tnmedHZhUt Likha Tejj, with lus clean dodip rich outfit of beads 
and rakbh feather in lus hat. Licha was wrapped in a coarse dirty 
doth and woi:e no omamrnfg. 

Here ^s*as a ruthless rogue if ever ibere was one^ but i cotild not 
bdp hkiug the rough jovi^ty with which he addressed his opponcnti. 
He md the men of lus party did nut look like the warriors who for 
yean iiad icrronzed rhomands of Apa Tanb but rather like a band of 
tough desperadoes. 

when Ltclia Taga had laid oui a formidabk! array of bamboo tallies, 
cadi repmcnding some claim agalust the Ap^ Tonis, he began a neiiV 
senes to reckon the damage we and the Apa Tams had inflicted during 
OUI s"bii to Lidia ^ the housse^ bumti the gtananes despoikdp che mithan 
captured and the pigs and chickens eaten^ But here we intervened ; 
the buTTriTTg of houses was Government's punishment foc Licha's imransi- 
gence^. and could inst be debited to tlie Apa. Tanis* account. The idea 
that Govcnuncni s acdoni should not be reckonabk in the whole lysteiu 
of chtinu md cotmter-daims did not recottunend tocif to Lkha Taga 
hut he was too threwd a pnlidutau to press this particular cUim* and 
the reirvaui taUicA wot removed. 

The first of the Apa Tanif spokesmen was Chigi Nunep and he 
began whh a passionate ifidietrnenc. 

In past yean,** he exekimed, " many of you Licha men found 
refuge and ho^taJlty in Apa Tani villages, and we hut you dec when 
you did nor kn.osv from where to take the next meal. But how did 
you repay your hosts? By treachery* by robbing our uiiihan. and by 
capcurmg our men. Did not the lahibs Send you meisages through 
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Tib ? Did you not hi\'c iniplr time lo come and ulk things ovtir ? 
U vf^ vQiir own f^ult tlut you rejected iQ pttis for ucgotiwoiu ind 
thus drew raufoftuiie upon your heidsn” 

Chigi Nitne diai enumemted ifee numy cLdmi of Haja and Diua 
agik&t dir various leading Hum oClicha, and m dm Padj L^yang added 
die demaneb of Bda village. 

Having privaicly warned the Apa Taids not to drive too hard a 
bargain and thereby jeopard™ the chances of an agrccmcni* we left 
the patbes to work One a scedcmcnL And when after some hours we 
rctumcLl the atmo:q>hae seemed relaxed and alinosi cordial, hiscead 
of two opposing paxiLes ^dng each other like cat and dog across die 
Lolly board, Dafla and Apa Tani leaders sat side by side argnmg about 
mldion and Tibetan belli, Thr)' had now usunied the attitude of old 
bti3hi[:» aisocia^s and diseased tlie gap bciw'eeit cheir nspeedvt posUians 
vvith many a laugh and good-hutnourod Negotiations of such 

kind, the wrangling over mithan to be paiik the assessmuu of injtiriev, 
tile valuation of spcd£c Tibetan bclk or stthigY of beads, b to die 
tribesmen a kind of riadonil sport. The higher the stakes and die 
greater die values iuvolvecL die more exddng is a and the gicaEicr 
the opportunity of showing off gifts of oratOiyi exactitnde of memory 
and idl in diplomacy- No doubt aftci a few days of inconciusiirc dii- 
cmsiDns the partidpiints cm get just as dred and Llbgusted with each 
other os delegates to die Socudry Comunl, bm the fini day b iim, 
and a imllkm match such os the contest between likha Teji and N abum 
£pc^ w hich we had watched the day before, b thriiling for octofs and 
spcctaton alLkie. 

By the: evening of thar Snt day the Apa Tonis had stated an endless 
list of daiim and then with a great gesture of realism had reduced them 
by ihieedbucdis. They now demanded oiJy the return of the Tibetan 
bells and bronze pbtes rcccndy paid, and a total payment of thhtj-six 
mithan, of w^hidi sixteen would go to Bela and ten each to Haji and 
Duto, The licha spotesmaii promised to consult his lellmv villogm 
and send £br those of the kodtug men who had nriioairicd m Lkho. 
Though die gap betweeti the poddcuu of the two potties tvos great we 
expected hirdiicfi pnneesious on both sides and deluded ouisdves with 
the liope lilac a negodamd settlement was well within ugbt. 

But early next moiumg amit the onti-diiitax. We were at break- 
fast who) Temi came tunning up the hill with the news tkar ai smuhe 
oil (he Ueba men hod dipped away. He had been told that some men 
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iif TJd liail tried io dctalii them^ but tJiat tile licba mm Iiad driwn 
tbcif diitcacciiipg jteikt at any who in 

In how far thu story tttir, vve never {Ujcoyettsdj bu[ jt ii itot uiilikdy 
that the details wcnc invented by those ansioiis to prove tJicir innocence 
of the negodator’i" humed depaitiiic. Several weeks later 1 beard two 
cotihiafng, versjons. Toko Tekhi* who had always been far more 
ftkndly tiun Toko Bat, told me that the stampede had been amsed by 
the nimoiu that next day the A^sam Rifltrs would sdsc aU ihz leaders 
as they $a£ at the wte/ and that rather than be c:apLurcd they Jsad bolted 
taking with them the Tibetan bells and other valuables wliidi iliey Jsad 
brought aa an mhhl payment to the Apa Tanh. A winrc lileely story 
was. however^ tliat Toko Iiat» iccmg how wcU the tfifl was pTogresriug^ 
and fearing to lose hh ttiBueiiec with licha^ advii^J die negotiators 
not to part widi their valuables ; lie hail pointed ou!, die stor)' clatmcd* 
that Gkjvcriiincrnt would not in Etc hilis for more than a few 
months and that its oificEri would never be able to cnTorcr the Apa 
Taiiis" dctmndsH Ho%vever this may have hcciir everj^body agreed this 
the Ucha dcIcgaKs bad come with due intention as well as die xiiems 
to iamfy some of the Apr Tanis* etaims, and that their sudden 
was due to iOJue eictraiiccim influence. 

With skll hopes of a speedy sedemcot of the Lidu conflict sliattercd 
there was no poitii in iitiybig on* "We decided to leave nutstmdiog 
ijuaireis th.ti ccmcerticd Talo lo settle theinsclvct and move on to 
1^1ij« from wbcie we hoped to explore die Upper Panior valky- 

Wfiiic the partidpation in two major ine/ had taught me a great deal 
about ciiba! ideas on right and wrong as well as about the customary 
methods of resolving disputes* 1 had had little opportunity for systcuiaric 
work with hidrvtdu^ infomumts. Our three Dafla intoptetm bad had 
then hands fhll reportiiig on the progio^ of the various negooariotu 
and it was only now' and tlien that 1 cnuld spend a few hours ib con¬ 
secutive anthropological enquiries^ Yet even tmder these coiKiitions 
tlie stay in Tain helped to diri^^ certain poiitts not dircedy linked with 
ihe pciUtkal problc^ of rite day. 

Otic mtiming. for icutancef « I walked through the viUage in search 
of poixeei willing to take the Survey Ofiicef^i ktt up El tnrarby peak* 
] came upon the ptepatations tor a nuEhan socrihee. A large a nimal 
was tkd to a po&t in front o f the house of liha Butu and a priest stood 
beside it dianting mvocatinns to gods and spirits^ When some time 
pfcviously the owner of the hniisc had fallen ilL the priesE and seer* 
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disCQVchug ttm a ccrtam spirit was oyrng to kill iimi, tuJ apptasfd ii 
with the promiic of ^ itdtliza. [t was this aniiml which waj now bchig 
prepifrd for sacrificir, and whm 1 returned Utv tn thr dtemoon ! was 
jn« in tinic^ m witrim die sUtigbtcr and tlic iuhs<quent ritcl^ 

Many guei^ liad amved for thr enrotumes, And Lidia Burn, weamig 
scvxrd ncxkUccs of considetabb valu^, did die hciiDurs ofhtt^E- Judging 
Erora tbe appcarimcc of bis bouse^ and the general style of tbe ecTCinony, 

1 took him for a proiiimcnt iiun of good class, and i was not a Urtlc 
wrprbcd to hear that unril some ten years before he had been a stave 
In Toko TcMii^s bouse. 

Butu Limsclf told me the story of bow he had managed to gain 
the position of a respected faeman. His fadier, w^bo bad lived in 
Korin, a now dsoted iftdcmcnt of licha, had been killed in a drmken 
quamJ with Udia Tale« Butu was tlicn still a miall child and Lklia 
Talc bad sold him to Toko Tekhi of Talo, For many years Buiu lived 
in bif masnerh hoiuet and whim he grew to imuhood Toko Tekhi 
paid the bridc'-pricc for a &trdwjns wife. 

Tlicn* w-bib still living in Tekbi^s bouse, Butu bc^an rnitivating a 
Bdd of his own and m ibc oliHscasoji ss'ent to work lU die pliim. With 
bis earnings be bought bazaar dodi and bcads^ and diese he traded for 
pigs, Froni the oViiitr of pigs he became the ovsiier of mithan and 
fTrtall y Tcltbi allowcd him to build a house of his aw£L ide married 
dirct more wives^ and also bought a slave-woman, who together with 
licr &ee^boDi husband now lived under lin tnof, 

ButuV rise to wealth and mpeciabibty illuMratcs die fliiidiiy of 
Dafla sndet}'- The sbve of to-day may be tbe affluent housebolikr 
imd owner of other tlaves of ro-Hinrrow and even a slave still. Uving in 
bis niastef^s house may mairy a forerman's daughter. The classes arc 
not as rigidly divided aa among the Apa Tanis; the Dafla word nicr4 
(slave) has not the same oonnotaqon as the Ap Tani mina, indicating 
an incidctit of drcumstance and not an immutable mcmbmhjp of a 
sodal cl ass^ 

But despite this great sodal mobibty there is the firm belief that 
eondidojis in the next wodd are in exact redcction of lifo on this earth \ 
neb mtm are again rkh and sUves ire again slaves. The Land of the 
Dead u called Nilim and is believed to lie undef the earthn. On the 
nKui to Nibin the departed mnti piss Porotado^ a male ddty, and his 
wife Ub, who have a voy big long-house standing dose to ihe pitb. 
Pomtado tim qur^ons the departed nu the vcrandih of lib houBCt 
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«sldng dicm wli;ic ilicy baw Jionc b their hfe m how mmy 
cncmici they h:ivc idBcdt how roimy slaves they have bought or optuKi 
bnw many wives they have iii;aEncil. and how many mitlun and bclh 
they have poaoMod. Success in war and dave-falcimg as weD as the 
ftcquiydou of wealth ate approdaud by the guanhan of tlic laud of 
the Dead. The heroes of many raids and the husbands of many wives 
ire bvited to Porotado's house and mtertabed fbt several days. P^r 
men without maitul aducvcinaitSY on the other band, are scomhilty 
turned away. “ You have done nothing of any worth.'" Porotado nJh 
them^ ' ■ off with you to your place*” Equally ittvidkms b the fate of 
those who die unmarried. They remain sin^e even b rbe Land of 
the Dead where they live apart fioiu all the other departed. People 
who are kiQed iti war or lose iheir Uvci in an accident cannot enter 
NilitSi but go to a place in the sky known as Sukhuccgigtnr^ where they 
had a life similar to that on thk earth. 

Pot {bture adminiscraiors, int^ t on weaning the Doflas from war 
and slave^raiding. tb«c eschatological concepts present a very real 
dHhculcy. The mild boffrnstve man who neither engages in war nor 
captures davch and canle* ha* little chance of a ftfemUy rmpdem from 
the guardian of the Land of the Dead* while the mm of mlotir b enter- 
tainol by Poroiado and gets a good start b Nilim. In view of these 
beliefs the average Doila can hardly he blamed if he evinces liide enthti- 
mm for a life of peace and mthreml brotherboad. For be knows 
that m the world beyond there is a ptemium tm quite dilfrucni jdeak 
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A D£AM^l Of porters ratbcf won/e tJuu irnul^ our joutncy 

to Uktta, Oit dw of oa^ dcpaxtwe wc wcft? 4^ eighty 

miai ihon of those tcquirciti to cairy ic cumberrome cqEiipttieiir 
of thite scciioEii of Ass^ Riibs. the Survcyor^i msttmuctiu cents 
2 nd oat owit modest teguircnienu. The Lransport of large oonvoy^ hi 
anailmitiistcrcd territory hjul never proved a more ddkaie busmens. 
Oqr meagre band of pctmancitt poncts, men who dnrw a montlily 
Wage and could be deployed as ivc dio^cv were hardly jmSicimc to 
bring up cssendaJ supplies (tom the plains and the ortenstve operadom 
in the tpmior of the hills, mvolving many thousaudt of man-days^ had 
CO be mflirtfamed by chc casual temuimjeat of tiLbe$ciico to wln^ the 
idea of croying loads fiar Gavetmnent was eiitkdy foreign. 

The Apa Tanis had, afui initial diffifnlncs, responded to the lure 
of is'agcs. Por these enabled them to secure hidioto anbeard^f qitatK 
tides of salt, doth and iron, commodities wbkh they required not only 
for their own otnniimpdoiif but wbkk helped ih^ to es^nd their 
trading operatiom with otlicr tribes. The problem of Dafla eBCruit- 
ment was much more complicated. Nat oedy had wr maeched againsc 
the powerfb] wranion of Ucha and dealt a severe Wow Ki thqir prestige, 
but out avowed iuiention of mstimting a mk of law and the senletnent 
of disputes by negodadon and compromise had roused the lucitr 
oppesidoD of those leaders of Dafia opinion whose wealth and status 
depended m the mancnivriug of allian^ and die power and spolli to 
he derived liom raidmg. Even those who had no personal stakes in the 
schenic of curreni leads hesisatcd to ofGmd pow^erfiil jnij petendaUy 
daugeroDS neighboun. To erimam the of Govemmmt with 

rircybeer vm one thing, hut to aid and abet their mtavendtm itt I>aSa 
politio by carrying thdi loads to neighbouring villages was another. 
The men of Talo and Jormn^ the two villages on whom w p had 
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rcdtonfd for porcm to cairy to liklu* dmded diercrofc to sic ™ 
the Icncrt ^ no ^cunt of pmiiaMorj would tiukc than diauge 
their 5iictiiiidc. There was nottiitig i-o tfc> but to split the camp lud 
mcn'c to Likka in two parties, lie Political Officer* Kaiippa, aini 
Jktty and t would proceed to Likha with hiJf of the As&nm 
and stores for a few days, while the tcruaipiug scc^oiis and the bulk 
of the provisioni would follow as soon ai porters could be founcL 

This iuvolvoil some repacking of loads and it w'aa late in the nionung 
before we began the ascent of Pad Pumi, the y^oao-foot ndgt w^hich 
sepaiatcs Talo from the Kiyi valley. That evening we piichrd our 
camp on a ledge just bdow the summit^ well sljditcixd by giant forest 
growth. Cirrioudy enough this forest camp* though 4iOQ^ foct bighcfi 
was wurmet than ottr previous tiighfs lodging oa tlie grassy dowiiUiuU 
of Talo, 

Next moming we were up long before dawru We sent the porters 
ahead while we made a shore detour, hoping to catdi a glimpse of 
the snow-ranges from the hill-top where Kalappa's men had previously 
cleared a view-point for the survey opcradetis. 

AVe fhmlv^ d ^juictly through a short stretch ol dark foiest and came 
out On the tismmit just as the Em rap of the sun touched die peaks 
uf the distant st>owii, Deep diadow srill vdkd the intervening cotintjyv 
but die great giants of the Hituabyan main range stood our tn ctnirly 
delineated ^Icndour- Gfaduilly the snown^apy turned from ddkati: 
pint to lumiiiom gold and Ehen to dazzling whire^ until the whohr 
crescent of snow^overed niounidim sketched out in shitmig glory 
against the dawn sky. 

Soon the ridges and valleys of the lower coun tty began to rake shape 
and our DaSa guides cotild point out the salient Fcatutes of the land™ 
scape; the low saddle behind Kiruin, the Palin valley wirh its great 
patches of culdvated bili-«wks, and the comm of the Kbru, momug due 
wi from the rnouncaius 6tim which it was said to spiiig. North of 
ihr Khm rtsse a steep ridge, and heyoneb sdll cemfoytd by blue haze, we 
cotild see four or five ridges before the the of the srtow-nuHintains. 
From where we stood the Great Hoimla^'un Range seemed tanralidngjy 
near. 

The porters were already w'dl down the hill and we hurried afc 
them lest they icacbed Nielom before us> On the nim-tirts of the 
viEiige the inhahiLuits had gathered in great mnubets, and many of 
dbem earned large bamboo mugs of rice-bcer with whiett to refresh 
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ihdr frientb among our portm. The tnfluctidal Niclom TJkt liaJ 
come lo green us it sconed only diplomatic to spend a fioft time 
in hh house, where we found a large gathering of noishk^. 

The path fiom Nielom to LUdia ioppcd fifteen hundred feet to 
the level of the Eyi river and tlieii rose erjuatty steeply on the other 
side. We waded the rivct> ajid ai w-c were toiling up the sonuy slope^ 
we came upon two ohsiiqiilous slaves. There masters^ likha f locku arid 
Taklw^ they add, had sent them to dtow ii$ die way. 

This was a rceeprion very dif&rmn from that presaged by die blood'- 
Curdling threats drculatuig earJlcr in the ycai^ The LLbba messengers 
ewn. spoke of a prepared camp so|ic way ahead, but when the sun 
began to sink we thought k more prudent to halt wdicrc we wtee. 
We found an open spur a little way from the path+ and there, protected 
by biU-^lopcs too stocp to be rushed* ave set up a colctably comfortable 
camp,. 

The night was cold and dear, and ui the crisp morning alt we ww' 
the hiue sillLjoueEce of the Naga hilU on the distant horizon : a mirage- 
like pheTLfsmcnon known as * dawm reflecrion ^ had conjured thtx lulls 
fitaiji behind tlie tauget that separated us finm the Brahmaputra valley. 
We were now close to the gtoij^ of settlements known collecrivcly as 
Likba, a name which, like Lkha, is that of the dm prsdotmuanr in the 
area* Each sctdemcnC has its own locality name and as we waked for 
the luggage CO be packed the Likha slaves pointed out the various groups 
of houses* The nearcsi was Mildo, the village of Likha Takhe and 
Horku, aud cbiie hy was Pelu. w'hile on the other «dc of the ridge. 
We were told, lay two more setdements^ 

We struck camp early and within half an hour reached tisc site 
deated by the men cf Mudo for our rccepnom With tliis rign of 
good will tangibly at hand we dedded to leave escort oml poaefs bthintl 
3tid to stroll casually into the village. These caciks took the Miido 
people by surprise. We fbuud them gathered near the Urgeu home 
in the setdcmoit, unccxiain and suspdousp But very soon men and 
women were ctowdiug round cagedy acceptkig dgarcties and tiiatches. 
After a vrbile sve tvent up to the Jongdiottse belonging to Likha Horku 
and Takhe and climbed the shaky ladder on to the vcmidalL Two 
W'OmeUiH who were hastily sweeping the iiirrountk of thr hearth used 
(or the reception of guests, invited us in, and we sac down on the mithan 
skin mats ivikh in wc^thy Dafia iioases serve as seats. Soon the home 
was thronged with pcopik We exchanged polite remarks mtli die 
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mw ulk^tive m tins pxmp romici the fire md ignpred the absence n( 
Horkii and Talchc, auumini^ that thc^. ipimidiahk wamnr^ were snrocs 
where holding coiindt and would appear when had dedded on 
m apdtiide. 

Suddettly a slave ihoutcd to the people lo make way^ There wai 
a wnifllc, mil a moment kter two young men rushed hi and sat dou-n 
hi die places that had been vacated for them* I could hardly btJkve 
my eyes and ears when Temi whhpnsed that iiere weec Htstku ami 
Takbe- At last we wat tiux to with ihc bogey of many ule$, 
bill bstcad of some Intde-scamd old wactiofs, we were fiuxd with 
two Kaudsomc boys, ndEher of ^hem could have been more than 
tw^Giiy years old* Both were un usually fair-^kiimcd and well dressed 
bi new' silk cIoth$ and a good many struigs of beads* Tliough clearly 
nervous, they smiled ple^asantly at our overturn and sbowefl a chUdish 
delight in cigarettes aud matches and the gift of two latge safety pim^ 
for W'hkh they enquired and which luckily 1 happened co have in my 
pocket. 

Horku and Takhc half-biothm and their mothm, dignified 
but still youthful UdJei, offered us liee^dMct and fiprn ftme iq time 
wJihpatd adsHcc to the boyish wartiens. Wt the cotiversatioii 

by Mying thac we had come to promote peace between the varjeus 
DidLi villages, llic men of Likha cIju need not be nenrons about our 
mtcnuom, but they should settle their feuds by iiegotiatiau and try w 
reconcile the CbAalh of the Panior valley wiio had for to many years 
suffered at their hands. We p ferit'^rd said, that at tic ^’bnr of the 
raid OJi Lkhl when the men of Likh a wiped out half of Tabia 
Nkri's family, Hotkn ^ttA Takhe could have been little; more titan 
children. Neverthekss* they should do their best to see that fHendly 
rvladans once more esrahliihcd between Fodn and likha- The 
twti bop eagerly took up dm line; their father, they ocplaincdi hat! 
been a great w^t^lradcr and from him they had iohcriini many fcudi 
and enemies. They thcjiuelvcs would he glad to settle thing s and satiify 
the reasonable daims of their enemies if dtat was our wish. But, they 
added, if we >vcfe really so aiixioos to cstoblhfa peace would we iioc 
help them m deal widi the raids of Tasscr, an aggressive vilbge in die 
PalM Valle y ? 

Whac wtTc we to make of this overture ? Were these bop really 
trying to gain our support or was theit Miggcsdnn intrhdcd merely a* 
a diversion ? We were all radter aback, For noddng could ha%'e 
lyo 



been monc {liitaitrful iml nochmg ctdiuiiidg %d am ploAi dun to 
appear as xlit dun^biu of LiLha or tnebed of my p^ticular DaRa dm 
in m nMVA from wLiich Impctl co travel un^jcmteJ into die region of 
die Uppci KJtjii, 

] do tioi diirik that ddicr Horkti m Tiddie nodeed our discomfinmtp 
Thej' sertDed m be more Ltitm^^tcd m esnr pef^ont and clothing than in 
high politics, tn turn tnoJ on my sheepsidn waistcoat and there 

was general htughcer as one al^cr the other bad diflicuides in {L^ctnoamg 
himself ftcin the atmlicJcs. Unc the smiles and laughter changed to 
frowns when we annottnoeil emr inEeiidoii of camping near the village. 
The boys made fechie attempts to distract us, emphatizmg the advantages 
of thdr prepared camp in the valley" fki bebw, but we sec out fimily to 
ccDcmnoitie the surmundiug hih-slopcs. Afier damhering over sUpp^ 
paths for about half an hour we found a reaped Gdd on the shoulder 
of a liiil mid-way between Mddo and the nedglibouiing sctilcmettt of 
Pdfl and a messenger ivas sent to bring up the sepoys md porters who 
bad w^aited idl mLoming in the sbeJnex of the forests 

Transporc arrangcmeiics occupied most of our hrst day in Miidoi 
largely Ixicanse few of the DaHas who had carried for us ifom Talo 
were willing to do a second trip. Even the payment of wagies in salt 
and doth proved insufEdcnt hniuccrncntt for it transpired that these 
Daflas had only carried for ns in the belief that to enter Likha In our 
company would give them an advantage o\^r their cnemic&i They now 
sw^med over the various settJeincnts of Likha tn bauds of tm ami rwenty 
calling on their foes to come out and setde their claims for ransoms and 
compensation^ 

At the news of our approach Horku and Takhe bad &rcd all the 
rticmben ofTabia Nieri's family who were sriU held capdve^ but not¬ 
withstanding this girsture our Jian^rs-on fiiom (^orin, Pdiapu and other 
foothill villages were hoc prepared to fotgo thar icmpotarj," advantage. 
They were unanimous in demanding huge COmpensatiuus fenr the damage 
Wrought by likba's raids on the villages south of the Pauipr^ and soon 
groups of seasoned w^arriors, heavily aimed even wiiilc miking peace, 
w^cre assembled On every open space. Giari^yiug as it was to wkness 
this sudden rcconRC lo negodadon, we weiv again onbarraiscd by die 
necessity of having to rccrutc poreert from a village in which vve had 
jui! arrived and on whnni our ooming hod kt loose a iircam of iMgants, 

One aitcTDQOEH weary of the efow^ds and the acgismcnts, I was 
walking through the vill/ge with Temi what 1 satv an engaging-lociking 
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old couple sittiiig on a vcmid^. They afuikd it cacb otlicr iod 
me yn inviiingiy diat [ went wp ind sst down heude tlicm* The litile 
w1nti>-haircd man «id he belonged to the Nibum ckn. Mo* he wai not 
of likhi. He \ml come with hu wife tom Lebb* whkJi^ uiiiig the 
Aya dialect, he called labl^ The joumiry took four or five Atys and the 
path ran through Kimm, Tasscr aiid Blabu. In Lebla there were many 
villages* “ mote than he had hairs on his head ", and die surtoinidiug 
oouiiuy was ftsE like the Apa Tani valley or the plains of Asiam. Ai 
the umn I wondered whether 1 was not perhaps on die track of another 
Apa Tanj valley, but on rcScctitsn 1 realized that too much emphasis 
should not be placed on tOpOgrapbied desetipdons. Dafiai who have 
never kft the hilU omnot rniiigiBc a real plain* uid when they speak 
of flat eaumayi they mean open iiountry, generally hillocky grauLmih 
with here and ihccc a level expanse in die valley bottomin 

Bui die chatty old man kd on fiom one cxdtcmmi to the iteXL 
He fingered my clothes and especially my sheepskin jacket* These* he 
said, were like the clothes of the Tibetans who came w Lebla every year. 
Tlicy bEDUght salt and swords and ornaments which they exchanged for 
fins, djtjs and rice. 

^ The pcopleof Nunc comc down from the whiteOoiintry" expLuned 
the old lady, " and they Have their loads carried by Daflai from the 
villages clw to dir snow-ranges, just as {tave youi luggage caiiied 
by the Daiks here. But dicy iimit live as you do m tents, lliey sleep 
m Dafla houKS^ Most of diem can speak out bnguage* hnl when they 
speak their own we do not imdcmaitd them. They never stay long 
in Lebla, but some of the Lchk Dallas travel to tbe land beyond the 
snow^ )t takes them ki least seven diy^ to gti there and the path u 
dangerous and diffiodt/' 

The visits of the people of Niiac coincided appfoximarnly with the 
time of the harvest in lie raonths of September and October* and from 
the fact that they u^d ponm rather than pack anlmali, 1 deduced then 
that their route must kad acton a pass too difficult even for yaks. It 
was only years later, when f travelled in the high rcgjom on the Nepal- 
Tibet bordefp dint I began to doubt this inicrprmtion. High pawes me 
lc$s likely to prevent the use of yaks than the ftairow^ wliidi lie 

at altinidca nf S,ooo-rz^ooo feet ’ it it in such aii^s that Tibetans may 
have to use local porten to transpon xhdr baggage. 

The news of these trade con tacts Jed ut to revtsc onr programme. 
IfGovenimenE w^isbed to establish its itifluciice up to ihc McMahon line, 
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ic was eiwndal to krtow niorc oftJtF artu alTectfd by Tibetan uifild3iio'n„ 
and it ti 0 W scenicd th^t hctc in tlie Kiyi valley ^vc werr emly five m sis 
mamhrs frdtn A K^on wlikii rcgubrly attraticd imden frotn Tibet. 

That ojgbt fiver dinner we rctast out pfaiii, Af&T a ifKirt trip up 
the PanioT we would set out fof the Khru and try to trach LcbU« Tie 
iicarcst route leemod lo lead through the Palin vaUcyi hot there rematned 
tile quadoii of Iklia. Wodd an expcditioa up the Patio valley be 
piacdcablc as long as an unreconciled licha Jay ac out backs ? Regret¬ 
fully wt came to the conclusion that it would not* and that the most 
urgent proUcfn was tlicrefoTC i sciileujcnt Ik tween Lidia and tlic 
Apa TiuUs, 

Mcsfcngcfs were dispaidted to JoylUng wiih irutructkins to direct the 
next ranqti convoy to Kirtnit, the stamng pcuiit of the route inio the 
Palin valley, and Kara was scut to tilt Apa Tani valley* to inform the 
chat they should attend a peace coiifcreticc in Kirum in the 
middle of Fcbniary* Two sections of Asam Rifles, who had aiiivcd 
oil the 20th of}anuary with two months* nuonsj w'ere tomiin atempotary 
outpost b MUdo whiciMt was hoped—would keep the Likha clan out 
of mhchief Rajoiii too wai to remain at Miido and lend his experience 
of tribal affairs lo die commander of the outpost. 

Wlien we had completed these arrangeBienR we were left witli only 
a fortnight in whkli to explore the umurveyed vaDcy of the Upper 
Panior and to visit MengOi a village which was laid to have direct trade 
connctricFTis with Lebla mil other regmns close to the wiow-ratip^s. 

We made it dear to the local tiilx&mtn that On this trip we would 
navel without escort and woidd nut concem ourselves with local dis¬ 
putes and feuds. Such Daflas from the foothilli as had claims on villages 
through which we happened lo pis could go there in their own rime 
and at their own rist^ but We would not include them in our party or 
associate ourselves with thrir cause. 

This attitude was certainly capable of mirintierpretatioi]* but it was 
in tune with the policy Govcmmcnt to exert direct control otily in 
a limited, ihough gradually expanding area, and to catplorc the adjoining 
country without irnmedLatoly taking on rise raponsibiHiy for tiie main- 
renance of peace. In the Nsg^ liills the same polky ImJ been iii foM 
for yean i beyond riie fiilly adniinistinTd rendicury riicrc lay still i zone 
where the tnba could indulge in feuds anJ lieaiMiuntmg wtdiotit risking 
mimcdiaic tnicrvcntioii by GovcmmenL Only a violarion of the border 
Of an attack On Nagas nonnaily reudent in admitusteted tmitory was 
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cxmsidcred cause for pgmUivc action, Iji ihc Siibajidri F^gion weft 
still reeling Our way. ind no oiw knew jit bow Urge an area Government 
wonlii olumatcly be able to etm effetrive control. 

Tbc £rst day 5 march brought ii> to TaldiOi the of oiii 

liancUomc young frictid Likka Tep. There we found Nabum Epo and 
bh naen encamped near one the granaries. Thdi ne^otiatiom with 
Jeji had icaclied the final stage, and everyone expected that the pjtht 
rices, whkh were co raid die old feucb would be pcffomicd. the ucjtt 
day. Jiut die most es;^dd actg die handing over of the compeniadon 
for dse death of Epo*s rnotber, had sciU co take plroCi and the fcJlowing 
tnoniing we wcut to Tejfi bouse to wimess the racondlfatiftTt of ihc 
two advcrsaiH:^^ There wt found the panics ranged on both sides of 
the principl Iicanh with Tana Kidi between thrjji acting as mediator. 
The aticiosphefc was tense^ Epo^ gnm-fiioed and uiiyicHiiigi seemed 
detenmned to press his claims to ttie utniosCt and w^as by no means 
a beaten foe berte on makmg peace at all costs. 

Me is ail very wcU finr I.ikha Tqi/* E^egan Epo in a deVt hard voice* 
to provide mithan for the pttkhe rite* but boforc 1agree to end t h *'* 
foud^ I must receive the foil cotnpraisatkm for die Ios^l of my mother : 
for. ttcii limb of bet sLanghtcred bodyv I must be the appropriate 
price-'" 

To diii Likha Teji gracefully acguksced. He was ready to pay 
ooinpensarioiii Sending over a cotiital-shaped bailiet^ he drew out a 
Tibetan sword and placral if before Epo ; thb was the price for the ribs 
of Ep 0 % tnoilicf. Then he pro^red a Tibctoji bell as the price of licr 
knees* a comciiaii bead for her eyes, two strings of yellow Tibetan 
beads for her bovFeb* anti a bronze bracelet ai rb^" pticr for her armsta 
Fmaily he drew fiom the bottom of the basket the Ttbetm^ bell which 
earlier in the negotkaons Epo had iprrifij-alty demanded ^nd set it 
down beside the otliei objects. 

Epo and bis party scrudnized the gifts in dknee. They turned over 
each ardcle and viewed it ftom every angle^ In the Tibetan sword they 
could fold no faille, but the beD oScred * for the knees ^ svas rejected. 
The coniclmji bead was dcdoied cracked and the bracelet which -seemed 
10 tnc a very andent piece w^ai pronotmeed vaiudess. Tgi tried to 
suhstitiicc a bcU-niecal plare for ihe despbed Tibetan bell* hut Epo scoffed 
at the plate as mferioc and of Assamese ori^n. Tbcfe was dcailloclL 
rbe parties tumod thmr on. neb other the liall wai fiUcd with 
gloomy dlmcc. 
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After perhapi five mmuect Tam Ktili caudou^y intjervciiEd: it 
he s. prtVi he Trinarked ici 3. ssemingty deuehed mumcr* if the 
negodidons 10 break dowti at thii stige, for issunediy the pradge 
< 3 f b-oth Epo and would iufler. 

*' Cue my throat,"" shouted dashing a look fttst al us and then 
at the go-bcr«'eciL '*1 ran do no morc.^ 

Vet he roast Itavc been preparoi for such a condngency ; after 1 
Htde be held whupeted consiiltaiiom with Ids wives wtio went meekly 
to the end of the kali and drew an enorroous roitliat] kotta ftom a siore 
hole in the roof Frcirn this Tqi extracted a larger bracdct, a bead the 
size of a pigeon's egg* rod a Tibetan bell which glowed with the lovely 
luOTC pccuhar to lie roost valuable of such mey^^ CardfuUy the new 
gifts were smmnj^cd and when after aliple more argument Teji replaced 
[he Assamese plate by a genumc Hbctan spedmen^ Epo dodated bim- 
self sariiticd. EarUcr the Filiapu men Ijad talked of a cloth a£ the pdee 
for " the skin * but this dahn they did not preSi. 

Though ihc aca:ptaniu; of these gftk was as good as die signing of 
a truce, there was no demonstTitiDn of cordiality and the Piliapu party 
packed up the vakiahtes in a matter-of-ftict way and left the hoiue^ 
Outside thej' delayed only long enough to receive the mirhan chat went 
widi the price, and then they retired to the granary where they ww 
encampcil 

The payment of the death price was followed by the sacrificial rite 
of/Miltfif, wliich ended the fcutl of many years' ftanding. T was suipriscd 
at ihe lack of fomuJity in the performance of so tntpottant a ocrcroony, 
Epo looked ou ftom a distance, but Tqi wa* not even present wliEit the 
two mithm were ded to a forked post for daughter. A priesz in 
Icopard^ktn luc and ccFemonial clnak, invoked the god Pc>tor-Mec, 
caking on him to avcoge any breach of the pact ; the mTEhan were 
swiftly dispatched wiA a sword and the blood of the daughtered atii Tmh 
was smeared on the forked posts. 

Epo and liis men conld nnw have accepted hospitality in Tgi's houses 
but they preferred to cook chdr share of the sacrificial meat in their 
own camp. We too reoaved a share of the mkhan, and we ate it in 
ihe spirit in whicli it had been slaughtered* trusting that it would oka 
seal otiT fHcndly rclatioRS vdth Teji rod Epo. 

The pakhc rite waj the first stq> in rhe tecondliafion of the two 
cBjtmiH, Later Tqi would take a mitban to Epo"^i village, wfaeie it 
would be sociifked with sirrokr rim; rod if the onc<^time oppemetm 
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wished ta icpUoc tiirir fomicf ctuniry with a pict of mutiul facnit- 
shipi the pioEc cLibomte ricuaJ of Jilpp would be pt-rforfried on the path 
tddwiy bciwccn th«r nvo vilbgcs. 

With the successful condusien of these uegouitious we considered 
outselvw temporanly &« of pobded ob!Jg:idD]UL. Next day we set out 
on short tour of the Up|Krf Pauior volley widi pottett whom TejS 
hod collretcd fot tu. Turning westwards sve left the valley of the Kiyi 
and, afser orosting a liigh ridge covered m virgin forest, came at midday m 
the village of Dorde, where 0 kiruman of Tgi's teedved us witli a show 
of the greatest fncndlincss. Studiously we avoided ait y reftience to fouii 
and captnti:J daveSp Whatever our dealings with other branches of ihc 
LikJm cbn may have been, to the villages of the Upper Panior valley 
we had come wiih no other purpose but to pay a friaidly vhiE. The 
stnallness of our party and the absence of an armed escort hdped to aliay 
surpidon and we were wUlirtgly set on die road to Likhipulij^ a village 
tying midway berwera E>onle and Mengo, 

Tlie way to Liklupulia led through grovoi of wild Icmois and across 
tiill-dopcs covered by a verbcna- 4 ike shrub with iretited leaves. Evety- 
where tall plumes of fcailwry-whiEe rose from great chickm of elephant 
grass. Though beautiful to look on, this graia is die icouxge of the 
a^^aeultnrist, fcxr once it rakes foot It gradually and relcnclody steals the 
c^vahlc bnd from the tribemieti. in the evening we readied likhi- 
pulia and set up our tents between two cnoimoiu. long-houses. A (tw 
wotnim came to look at us bnr the scttlemenr seem^ deserted of its 
Dule inhabitants, ir was mily afrer diuner while Wx sat lOimd the frre 
that vre were joined by an old man, a slave who was yet a priest, highly 
esteemed fof hia ritud art. He regaled us with talcs of tikhipulia's 
pst and glodfied the prowess of hb master, renowned foe the many 
siicccssfid raids he had lecL 

Thc niglit was blneriy cold and in die morning we enwged from 
our rents to find die Lmlscape painted white with hoar frost and the 
mountuns at tlic head of the valley cinng to ro^CK» and 12,000 feet 
sprinkled with mow. To both sides of du: Panjor vill^cs by ar jpored 
bUTTvali on open ledges, holf-way berween die gorge and the crest- 
line. and omndcrablc areas ofculdvatian extended over ihe surroujjtiijig 
dopes, 

A narrow parh running paraUd with the Faniof kept m weD above 
the valley bottom on the whole day** march. But progress was slow. 
A succcswOfi of gulbes^ cutrmg deeply into tlu: liill-sideifc involved us 
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in innumerable dring drscciiis ind asccnis* anJ ^ the day drew om 
even the pocten began to dt:kubt whether we would reach nur dfscinatiM 
that cvemng. 

At last w’E climbed out of tlic lait raviijcr and saw tlic houses of Mengo 
dispersed over a complex of kiiolh and tpurL We pibched our tents 
Pfi a rounded shoulder and Khuike did one of bis mirades, ptoduang 
boiling water for tea ofT a slit inmch fire in a ranarfeably short dmr. 
While we wte still sipping dm mniforting beverage the first sightscra 
began to assemble. The appearanos of diM shy bfl.it ctnious men and 
women provided ample justification for o-iif jtiiimc)'. Hq doubt they 
Were Dallas and froni the case with which Hdi^ out imrrpteter, made 
liimselF understood it was apparent that we had crossed no major 
linguistic boundary. Yet dicre were many indiciDons that we stood on 
the tltrahold of a new cultural sphero—a spitere strongly influenced by 
Tibetan trade and fashion. Most people wore Tibctui ornaments of 
heavy liliret studded with carsh lurquoise and jadc^ their coarsely 
woven cloths were embroidered with red and black wool in the Tibetan 

diaiiner^ 

We spent the ncKt days in hoiac^o-house visiting, eombbibg Intig 
drawn-out convemdom on family histories and Erading connectioiis 
wkh the drinking of much ric&hccr. It was not tong before we fotinJ 
the esplanadon for the Tibetan infivicnee on Mengo fashions. Nearly 
all the families livitig in Meugo had come within the last t^s-o gcnenidcms 
&om an area on the Ponyi rivet which, as it svai drsciibed to us* appeared 
to be a tiybutiry of the Khru. This arca^ locally known as was 
obvioiiily the same as the LcUa of which we had so &equrndy hcarct 
There was a steady traflic between Lebb ami Mengo duong the stimmcr 
motitbs when the snow melted on the liigli rangei over whudi it was 
necessary to past, but mm if we liad bad the time and the luppbes it 
would have been difficult to do the joumey in mii-wiiitcr* 

The only hatiCLcions aUmg that high route arc a few setilmimis of 
Sulungs. Out acquaintance mxh this primiiivc Jiingk-tribc was slight 
We b^A met OTiIy a few individtiali, tnen of small stature and feudal 
features rather more primidve dian those of any Difla. They lived in 
small groups said to be scarrered over the higher hilli bccwero the 
upper courses of Panior, Khm, Kamla and SubaiukL Bverywhere they 
arc ctmridtted the oldest pepukdon, for there u the tiadjtiim char w hen 
the DaHas" ancestors first entered die area they found Sdungs already 
in possefdom Ujuurpas^d in their iddll in Iiundng and crapping^ 
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Sukings ^pcnd weeks aiiJ months moving ^bout die forest- They livt 
largely on game and wild jungle presdnee, and it fa bdieved that originally 
dicy dill not cultivate, N<nvadays, Knwcccf^ mo55t Sulungs dll imall 
dcirings^ svhcrc during the summer months thn>' grow inillcc and 
vcgittaMcs, Thdr only donicsdc animali arc fowls and dogs* and so 
few ire dicif matcfial pos^iessicFus that they do not aiiratr the attention 
of Dafla raiden. I have heard it said that no one would think it wortb- 
witihi to capture a Sulimg; for no bonds were wcurc enough to hold 
for Icng so agile a pr^oncr and no kinsman could pay even a modest 
nnsom. h seems indeed that this hardy and elusive people lives peace* 
fully amoiLg the warring Dafla arui Miri clans, sometimes trading game 
and jungle produce foe salt, iron or doth, yet remammg on die whole 
ituhpendent and sdf^uifideni. 

The language of the Suhuigs ii not understood hy either Daflas or 
Mirk, hue I was told that all Sulinigs, wherever they may live, speak 
among thcmidves the same tongue. In addidem mott of them know 
the OaRa dialect. 

!n the crowd of Mengo women who daily thronged our camp, 
baricrlng beer and eggs for our much-^prired $afi; 1 nodoed a gid with 
an unui^ heatt-dress. She came from lidot. a village in the Lehla area. 
Recently stje had married the son of Tara Nana and now lived with 
her paren[s-in4asv in Mengo. This was exactly the informant I was 
looking for, and that evening we dimbed the hill above our camp and 
paid a vfah to her fiinily. 

Ouf UTLannouficed arrival caused little siuprise. Tara Nana iiiviE^ 
cii to sit down by rhe fixe with his ivifc children. He was a tick 
man, and as he talked he reitctl hfa arms on the firewood ra^ hanging 
abcfve the hearthp So weak and tired did ht look that at first I Iiad 
htde hope of prefitiiig fouin tills visit, but when I guesiioned him about 
lehla he quickly warini:d to die subjecti 

Living b small senkments and haviiig little contact Avith any hut 
thdr ctoKSC ndghbourSr Daflas enjoy visitors, and the spontaneous 
hoipltallcy with wiikh we were received in the rexnurest vilbgR always 
filled me with wanndi and renewed my bdkf in the fi m damctml 
tiiendlbess of man, Nowliere wa^ the atmosphere of an amlahle and 
generous hcKpfaahiy more marked than in this modesi house at tiae 
heui-watm of the Paukir. Beer was ofiibted and eggs baked in the hot 
a she s, and a little later Oui ho$tess^ seeking yet aiKil-hcr cipre^ioai of 
pleamre at our visit, dragged a oddmg hen from its roott and set it 
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in Betty's |gp. { ^uggoted that we should all cat it then and there* 
And so VfX did. A little boy crui its throat, unged its feahm^ and. 
removed die guts and then Tata Nana^i wife put die carcass on the rrd- 
hot cmhcH to roast Soon a pleasant iiid appetizing smell pervaded the 
room and iu au astOJiishingly short time the tncai •ft'as cookeiL It was 
suixulcnc and tcndcc, prcMJiiiahly because it was cooked before rigi)Tmoriii 
had set tu. Indeed 1 ftlt that dikteJi J Dafk would be a wcnhwhilc 
addition to Western cuirinr. We were banded the dioiocai pirns and, 
gnawing the bones, we coaiiinueJ the conversation in uiikh ihe giri 
from litlot took a leading part. 

Tata Nana told us that ats a young boy he bad comc with his father 
across the northern ranges from a vUIage on the Panyt river. There 
were many Tillages in the area knowTi as Lebla^ One of die most 
xinporiaiU was But and beyond Bur there lay Nao and Bimi and then 
Puchiliisa, die nearest Tibetan scttlemcjiU Puebilusa lay on this side of 
the great sziow^anges and consisted of a huge building of stone^ like a 
great tixk+ in wiikli were many * house* Neither Tara Nana nor hi* 
^ughier-iu-law had v^uced Puchihiia, but all those preseni iiad hmd 
ofit ftom Doda Eneiids wJio had been inride when trading with Tibetans, 
t had lirdc doubt lh ^^ this home of stone must be a Buddbist motuitcry, 
comparable perhaps to such smaller munoiieries on the south ride of die 
Great Hiinalayaii Range as Tlji^gboche at the approaches to Mount 
Everest- 

Tara Nana and his family tad no personal kncrwlcdge of Tibeiajit, 
but they had all met men of the Bom iribCi a people bihahiting the 
bordedands of Tibet and the Dafia country. Nana described the Boms 
as people living in houses built like those of Dofbs* but dncsmig in coats 
atid bwts like Tibetans. They w'ort their hair in Doda fashion and their 
language wai vciy simiUt to the dialects of the Northern Dallas. They 
were warlike folk* often fighdng aniongst thcmsclvt* and at rimes 
attacking their Dafla nrighboun. Of Utc^ however, the Tibetans had 
induced thrm to make pcacti and now it was said them was no more 
righting between Botua and DaflaSn Reocnily, they had beard, pace 
bLl atw been established between the Hga> and the Tibetans. Tbe 
Ngas svere a pcopk with a language of theif own, who built houses of 
stone, wore wooHen clothes and lived largely on the milk of sheep. 
They did not grow riot and millet but wh^ and maize. Armed with 
mu^ loading gum they were a ruorda even for Tibetans and in die 
put they liad often rccmilxd Poilas ^a atndluries. Thdr rights agauw 
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tHe Tibetans batl lasted for a great imiiy years and had resulted tn the 
if i1 ling of many Ngas. 

This was nem imketL Nowhere had I seem so Hindi a a Imit that 
in die Subaii»Ti reginn there cdsieJ iveh popnUtinm soudi of the 
Hitrulayan rodn range. The pmpk m wIichh Tara Njm refcmnl in 
as Nga—a name not to be c&nfiiseil with " Naga ‘—are perhapi a group 
of Sherpa-like people iKrbig on lb* fringe of the Tibetan splietc csi 
[DRtHnice, while die Borus tnay well be f>aEu dbetanized in the wme 
manner as the Daflas of ihc Assamese plains arc gradual])' becoming 
indianizcii Though retaining their language and certain featuret ot 
tribal calturc these Daflas Jiavt adopted many of the material aspects 
of the Indiaii way of Uic; similarly the Borus may liavc taken over 
Tibetan dress without abandoning thcLr tHkd pastimes of war and 
raiding. 

Late at night we left the hospitable hotise of Tara Nana chmued by 
the fiictidlincfts add gdicroiity of its iiihahuauzSi. We liad litde with 
wlijch to traprocatc chdr hospitality but next moniing we sent tlirsn 
a stihstaniiil pcsent of 

For me this visit to Mengo had rounded off the picture of the Paniof 
vaUey DaKas, and bad provided additional evidence of die slow' drift 
of populaaom from the northern rcgiciiis towards the foothUls- Hcie 
in Mengo sve could traoc the family histories of emigrants ftoni Lebb 
ow at least four or ftvc graierarioirs. In the roaucr of gaicalogics 
Daflas luvc cxccDent memories and many mcti know not only the namrs 
of their ferrfathera but are aware of die fate and whembcoti of most 
branches of collateral kin* The dominant popubtkKis in every scedr- 
ment on the norih bank of die Upper Panbr conrist tonlay of clans which 
have arrived within a traocable period frum villages in the Panyi valley, 
and this southward movement is in the process of extension across the 
Panjor aver. There the newcomers are gradually displacing claiti which, 
though themselves hailmg ftom regions further Co the north, have been 
ictiled in the aixa for several generadonSw 

What is the explanadon for thk movemrait ftom the higher to the 
lower ranges ? Why abotihl one Dafla dan after the other migrate from 
the valleys dose to ^ sncrw*^ang)es to the hot and UiihealEby fbotliSU, 
svbem they dwindle and dislntcgraUrf uiidl dj.rt^ once famous for their 
wealth and prowess ate reduced to as few at three or four families ? 
Arc the Tbetuis cxening pmture on popnlarictui such at Ngas and 
Boms, so that, forced to give wa)% they omroach on the land of the 
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bigHUnd DjUIw? UiinJ rlir couniry inunediatcJy aqnli Aixd ^oath of 
die Great Hiiwafayin lUiigc b fully txpbrcd this questiou will remain 
unansw'creA But the traditioiii of die Mcjigo people arc interesting not 
only on account of dicir hisronul impUc^om but becaiiic they throw' 
a gieat deal of Uglii on the mechanism of tribal migtatioitiv Movetnents 
of pnpnkiiotts are often thought of hi terms of great waves of warriiig 
Lnvad^ Yet in die coie of the Daflis the southward movement appeal 
lo have been accomplislicd by slow Uihluadnn latKcr than by mais 
migrarion. Marriage lelatioiD to clans in tieighboiiring areas have 
invariably paved the way for a dan's desemon of its ancemal lauil. 
f irst one man W left his home to settle near affmal kinsmen io a disfant 
vdbge, and l^ter his clansmen have followed uiidi widiiu three or four 
generations the whole area would he dominated by an endtely difftrent 
dan. Under the condidous prevailing in the Dafla COtincry niovetncmcs 
of whole communities arc impraonGahk because large food supplies 
i:an]iol be carried over long distances* and new settlers fuid it difrioilE 
to support ihemsdves imiil the reaping of tlicit first harvest, unless they 
can ^y on the o^tance of kbiMuen or friends^ 

Physical barrier Kldom wand in tlie way of trade and marriage 
reladctii. Our friends in Mengo liad wcibestablished oUiancei noi only 
with Lebla Diiflas but alio with the people of the Kamcn valley, six days* 
journey across the mountains to the south-west- 

1e is On these high bilk that ;i plane used hi the luanufactore of arrow'- 
poison is. fotuii]. This bushy herbaceous plmi, locally knoviTi as emi* 
bcilds poison in Its small tufa^us Coots. The plant occurs only ac high 
aldtudn and a mjti is said to he lucky if he finds more than ten plants 
in tlie course of se veral day^' search - The poison is therefore capemive 
and the trade value ofa single tuber, suffidciit only for one or two arrows, 
oorresponds toughly to thatofa nlvcr rupee. Butthccflectof the poi$0ti 
u deadly and an arrow point remaimug in a syoiind for mure dun a 
fcw seconds kilU the viedm almow mitaticanccMidy. 

While the Mengo men arc supplkn of arrow poison^ and act u 
micIdlciTtcJi ill the trade in Tibetan ornamcnis they depend on other 
villages for cotton goods. Little cotton is grown in their vObgt and 
none in the Lebla oica^ but many moi atid women wear dotbs made 
from die fibres of a shmb called pwd From cuttings planted near river¬ 
beds this pLmt grows to a brighr of about ten fecc« and is cultivarcd 
bodi in Mioigo and in tbc Panyi vaUcy* PuJ yfdds a coaix strong: yam 
which n woven ium hanl-w*caring clodn 
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It riincd ^ through the <kyi and njgba of Our siij m Mengp. 1 
do not know whircher the ph^'iical discomfort wc cndirred b the mtad 
and sluiii or the inahiEity lo use a carocri sw more deptes^mg. But the 
gods law fit to reward our padeture- On due last evening the WTcathec 
cleared, the hills towcririg high above m wore coated m the powder- 
Hiow of a new &11 and a gloriom ftdl moon lit the vallef firom end to 
ctuL The noet morning 1 cook my fine and only photo^phs of the 
vilbge dnd the upper part of the Panior valley. 

We retraced our steps to likhipiilia tt'hdt we found Tana Kuli 
embroiled b a mel widx the represctitanves of one of lilcMpulk^i most 
rcnov.'Dcd warriors. Rushed the fuccess of hb mediodon beeweeu 
Ukha Tcji and Nabmn Epo he had dedded to exerdse hii mHuence in 
a matter cOnecrmiig his own kin. Two ycais ptevioudy two womcii 
of his village had l^en captured by raiders fifom IJkhipulia and be was 
now trying to eSect tiieif release. But die captor of the w'omen reused 
to eome forward and his tpokeainaji^ the guruloos old slave who bad 
entertahicd us on oni fust visic, liad obvioudy been bsmicted to play 
f{>r liroc anti rcuioin ncni-conuiucul. W« wcfc annoyed, for dt}it>ug!i 
we bad trude ii giihe clear that on this exploratory trip we did not 
w™t to be involved b any dispute, Tana Kuli was now imug our 
friendly co Likhipulia to fiuther his own ends. Yet to leave the 
captives to their fine and move on withnni lakiug any nodcc of a 
trusted friend of Govemmem was cather diffiirdt, and rduectndy we 
did what we could to persuade the likhipulia men to release the iwo 
captives. 

But oiir interventUm was not an insqualified success. As we left die 
village wddi the * liberaiod" wonicm loud wailiug frroliie out on mie ol 
the high verandahs. It was, we were toLl, the wife of a Llkbipulia 
notable bemoaning the depamuc of her uiter. Such \% the DaEa way 
of life 1 One siater tnuried to a highly respectable houachDtdcr, the 
other detained next door as a prisoncT of war ! 

It must be remenibeiccb however^ that among the Daflas the tctins 
sUve and pmonaf of war do iiot necessarily dentire.a state of rmscry or 
icrvile bondage. This was honic out by an amusing seme wt wntnessed 
two days later in Bentam, Hicre we found the space below die house 
of Likha Tablri crowded with w'orriors and oftcc again u Vk*25. the Pilbpu 
men who were afier thrir pound of fleslx They w^cre dcmaudiiig the 
release of a boy captured wvml years previously in one of Likha TahUa^s 
taidi on Piliapu. Bm tltc bci>% grown now into a handsome young uian« 
164 



It. Jimiiii Tiurlm^ 
one of die kacfihje 





















I4> Tbr of H house in T 4 I 0 villjiae- 







A Slave misis Uheraricn 

RDOfj before ihe assembly pve no dwisji ro bu would-be liberdcofs. 
If they were so teen on hinog biin baek, he declared, they diOLilil have 
raniomcd Ifim yean ago. Now it wai too laie to fice tuiiK Bciitim 
had become his home ami he had no wish to return to a strange village 
iiid live xvith telaiiom he hardly knew. "Fhe men of Piluptt were fuiioni. 
They suficred great lots of face, but ui the dicumstauoes they couH 
hardly carry oJf the boy by forte* 

tn Miido Vpx found the me! between the Poiin people and LLkha 
Takhe and Hotkii still in pmgtess. The Foda itum w-ho, unsuppcined, 
would never Eiavc dared to set foot on Likha toih exploited iheir 
advantage to the ftih aud adopted an unyielding attiitide; while the 
LikJu people, following delaying tacdcs* haggled over the paymi^t of 
every mitban and every valuable. 

We could not Awik the outcome of these locigKlrawii--out uegoti- 
adorn if we w'ere to keep our appointment with the Apa Tanis tn Kiruni. 
So we left the matter in l^ioni"s hands and on the 2nd of Febmaty 
staneJ from Mudo with <inc of the three secticuu of Assam Rifles then 
Stadoned at the oUfpOH- 

For two days we walked up the Kiyi valley in almost inceunt rain 
along piths often ankle deep in mud and slush- But I d<t not think Beny 
and I molded these discomfort half as much as dre Folidcal 0 |£)cei: who, 
accuitomed to the gende life of rendcficy dratAing^oomip considered 
most of our joumeyings iti the ^ubairsiri, even those under the best 
condidum, with about as muck etithiitiasm as 1 polished Ronian would, 
hive vtew'cd service tn die hinierLmd of the Black Sea* Nevcfthelru, 
all things considered, we unv&l m Kimm m good spirit and were 
pleasantly surprised il the wcJaimc wc received. In the village where 
two months previausly Dafla warriors and Assam Rifles had glared ai 
cadb other &om opposite bili-sidn and the houses of scvcthI prominent 
men had gone up in flames^ we were now greeted isTch beaming smiles 
and mugs bttnunmg with the clearest of all dcc-bccr. 

The Apa Tani tiotahlcs arrived in a body before wc bad had time 
to pay off our Miido- porters and at dusk the ration osnvoy from Joyhing 
filed into camp, it all seemed most bcautifiiUy timed. Birt wc dKHild 
not have givai way to premacufe rqoickigi. If Hue Lkha Daflas greeted 
m with beer and a show of hospitaliry iliii did not ngnify a change of 
heart. It was juiit that they had learnt how ro deal with a Government 
mission. No doubt we w^uld pan ott to the next village when we 
had eaten and drunk enough ! Nor were they k^n on enabling m to 
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open rouic to the Palm and dit Kliru, for Uw' were jedemi oi" a 
trade mon-opoly wiiich yielded j h a n steady pmfii. 

It would be todiotu m recouue tlie detoib of the negouatkim wkicb 
dragged on from day to day, fiuotuajcing now one way and now anofhet. 
VJlmnaijcly it bccarne dear tint i move towaids the Khm through Kuum 
srul the Palm vaUry wasiuipractioafale^ Licha rtmained un-^xh-opcxativc 
potenrially hiitilc, and their atdtudr was inflocnaiig the villages 
m the Palin valley. One i>y one die xnesseiigai we had sent to prepare 
the gfounil for a visit retatrocd with stories of tkfiant headmen, who 
tidied threats agaiiut Goveamidic and declared they would oppose any 
move into their aiea+ 

What was to be done ? Were all attempts at tscploration to be 
sartifieed to the needs of a polidcd setdemetit betwcini the Apa Tanis 
and Licha ? The Political Officer fell imdersiandably that he tnuit sec 
through a in which Government was so deeply involvetL But 

ir would have been a waste of litac for both of tis to stay in Kirum and 
forgo the last two monthi whm the weather still pcmiitted a forward 
movt. We dKidcd to pan, Betty and U v^ith one interpreccr and 
the doctor, were to spetid the rest of the seasori in an exploratory com 
up the Kamla Valley^ while the PolincJ OSiccr wuch the Assam Riflci 
and the rest of the staff waa to devoie his energies eo the political scale- 
ment in the Kiyi valley 

We fck as free as birds as we left Kiicim and sauntered Lightly chroiigh 
the rain towards the Pei rivet and the Apa Tani valley, it was an 
enormous relief to be rid of ike military trappings and die constraint which 
the veiy presence of an armed force imposed on the tribesrutm* Ac the 
camp-site on the Pd, from which two months previoudy an expedition 
with hundreds of men had raaiched agonist Bagi, we pitched our tent 
in between the fires of our Apa Tani porters and enjoyed the intimacy 
and camaraderie of a small Etiha] pa^t:^^ 

Tins feeling of exhilaration endured even ati tlie rest day i match 
through mud and rain Tlie padi was bad and m the rhododendron 
zone ic was blocfccd by a tangle of snow-broken branches. We all 
uilfered in the icy wind that swept over the crest of the hills and foared 
being cauglii by a new snowball on the piss« Ac mid-day we stopped 
tp warm ourselves at a fire which the Apa Tanis kindled ftom the scraps 
of pine they always carry oa didr peCKma. It was then that Karu 
dcclated we could teach Duu Uiat night if wt took a short cut. As 
anything was better than anotbet night in the dripping forest^ we left 
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the main pth aftdtimied atright ^ n^mw 

And then Kara IcA ns thfongb a strtani bed where we tcrambleci iip 
the rocky cQucse agamst the Qovf of cascading water. At lost we reached 
At top of a ridge and came out on one of the wdl-troddcn paths used 
by Apa Tani woodcutters. 

Suddenly and unexpectedly we etnerged from the for^l and saw 
to our deli^ die rke*ficld4 of the Apa Tam valley, Notbitig m these 
bills can msxxA the thrill of the mmnenr when aft^ a long tick in the 
high forot ^u look down on this heavenly valley. Wliether En sutb- 
.shme m In taut thc^ is always piagic in the scene. Hut evening it was 
paimed in the most delicate coloun« with no loud tone to roofound 
the greyness of the mist» the psdo ochte of the rico^dds^ the blucbh green 
of the pine groves and the dull brown of the brackcn^covcred bills. 

It w'as a wonderful nwniniit when we enicred our house, and sac on 
the dean dty bamboo fioor to kindle the &ic at our hearth. Afrer so 
many weeks in tents erected on damp and ofren muddy ground, we had 
now a chance of gettutg really dry. 
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A FEAST AND AN EXECUTION 

A fteh tKe weeks, among the liugioiis Dallas it sobctitig to 
ttturd (o the smooth flow of Apa Tani life- A few rich pairidaos 
stud ilieir hcnchtncti tnight haggle over ml than and Tibetan bdh 
ill Kiruni. but the broad masses of the Apa Tanis were imilisiufbcd by 
the vicissitudes of ihi: quairel with Lkka. On the eve of the new 
agricitlcijial year everyone wa$ occupied in cclehraiijtg Morotn, the 
fdtivJ which engendtn the femlity of man and field and at whkh 
iiuhvidiLils raise ihcir prestige by sacrifiemg mithan and fcasoug their 
ndghbottrs and feends. 

We Imd arrived in tiinc to w'aich the final two dap of the ccicbranon 
ill Hija, the last of the seven vUIagcs to perform the riios, Tliac year 
two fkh men bad embarked on the quest For social adi^ccmcnt; otte 
was perfonnmg a rite called which is high up in the senes of 

feasts of merit and involves the sacrifice of srit mithau i the other was 
beginning his career u a doiio-r of feasts with ihe minor rites riot 
ncceuitate the slauglitet of only two animalip 

As we sat at bmkfoit on. the moming after our return Gram Kirum 
we saw groups of men dressed Lti their best doaks hurryisjg pas-t our 
house. Tlicy carried baskets of mitban meat which it is customary for 
the donor of an Un-ptdet feast to present to every household in the Ap 
Tani valley. Tlie distribution of this sacrifkiat mcat^—as indeed all Ap 
Tanirirua] activlDes — is organized with mcdeuIonJ tare and each quontnin 
of meat reprcsculcti a just apportionment of the sacnTicial azuiiiala on a 
house to house hasif- 

Murom ti essentially a festival of yotiih ajtd btef in the day the yoimg 
mm and boys set out cai i found of ccarcmonid virifs which began bi 
Beb and ended with tlior return to dieir own village. Dressed m dean 
^^hict doaks and bden with all the oniamciiu their families could 
provide, they filed across the fields, llic smalbst boys came fitsti 
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beating Lege bronze pLto He gatip. atiJ the ^^auiig mcti fbUk>\vctI in 
groups df asceiJiding age* branclisbirig twords whose fiashitig hLaJc$ 
marked the rhjiTbm of thdr^tatc.itd thani. [n iront and behind walked 
the priests wearing the head-dress, setrf and embroidered doak of Aiiit, 
They fanned themselves with long feathered whisks and* btonhig 
prayer? as they strode over the newty prepared ground^ seartcred husked 
rkc, thin magtcally remforring the fextiliry of the soiL 

When, in die Ltc afiroiooM, the pracession returned to Haji ii halted 
on an open piece of pasture outside die vilLgc i a long rod was rigged 
up on two posts and the young men diowcd off their ikdl at the Jiigb 
jump. Such cpmpcddojis arc as oiuiih a pan of Morom u the idpc^ 
game is part of die Mloko festival. And so is the fenilicy danec per¬ 
formed by young men with binihoo saves hdd in the position of 
phalli. Tlib dance began » a comic sidc-diow during the jumping 
ccmpedciun, blit developed by the rime the procesdon entered die court¬ 
yard of the donoris house for die fuial act of entcrtaimiiefit, into a liotouj 
frolic. The gir!s and women wiicJy sought refuge on the high vcrandalii 
and from this pedm of vantagje encouraged the pcrfc^rmaiijce with Loghtcr 
and ribald commenL The four youths gamboDcd over die Open rpacc 
Idt by the crowds and tumbling Over othrr on the ground gave a 
most naturaibde imitation of the sextul act. Suddexdy seeing Belty 
standing in the crowd they remembered her seit. and began to prance 
towards i» with unmistakable moveinents ; the girls on the vermdahs 
greeted this sally with shrieks of laughter and Betty retreated to the 
nearttt house and hastily climbed the stainvay. 

Feasting ended die femval of Morom and next monimg mcn^ w'omcn 
and children returued to the work on the fields which, until the Mloko, 
w-as to absorb most of their encrgiti. 

To have warched the Motom fdiivalp even though 1 had only been 
able m sec tbe end of the celchcatiocL, was an tuvaJuable txpciieuee* aiid 
CFTtc which helped me to assess the Api Tans svay of Jife, llie cxecuricEO 
of rhe ritual within the social frantework had stressed the cohesive futm 
that integrate the Ap Tani community and underlined the Conceptual 
differences between the smictnrc of Apa Tani and Daria society. 

When the delegates of the two ciibes Lee cadi other at a mei and 
liaggte over ransoms and compcniadoii, mithant Tibetan bells and 
slaves* this dtHcrcncc of sodal attitudes h blurred : material gain, the 
scoring of points and die enhancement of pcrt4:mal ptesrige seem for 
both die principal mrendves. Bur hi the MiKOcu feast the iiriving fbr 
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tnilividud prominciicc is ccEpsecl by tlic exjjressioas of nibal sotickrity* 
A pamckit may p^orm tke ntci m order to nbe his ovva prcfdge* but 
tlic cclcbraiioii of thac rices is a comflitmat tmdcc tnkin gT viMigri 

pamdpaic bi die fflrivil axofiliiig m ibcir wx* tkrif age and tiieif stains 
tn fodety. No Dafk vilbgic, not cticti the largest^ u stiflideniiy well 
integrated lo enact mamfcstaiions of soda) saUdiirity comparahk to the 
ectemoTkial visiting of the Morom prcKcsriotis. 

Not does any Da£a celebration make so strong and so conodom an 
appeal to arsthetii: frding as that produced by those long files of gaily 
dressed Tnf?tt and boj'^ die low-voiced dumting and thythrmc swinging 
of swordt^ and die co-ordinattd daDccJikc moveinentt in the villages 
ceremomously visited. 

That the Apa Tanii have a lughly developed ssthetic sense no one 
can doubt.. They show excellent taste in the colcnir combiuatioiii and 
patterns of their textiles, Thdr cW strong dyes and their me of bright 
borders on white cloths^ and then dcvei multi-coloured emhioidenei 
produce beautiful effects^ The rcstnmt in the choice of onumcnis, 
wbkh in both men md women arc sxrictly UmiEed to a few accepted 
types leetni also expressive of a develops astheck tradition which 
stands in great contrast to the D^ifbs* habit of loathng themselves with 
a Tariety of misodlwteous and flashy finery- 

On the other h ^d ^ their mediums of exprcstion are limited. Wood* 
carving and painting aie not Apa Tani arts, and when 1 provided pencii 
and pper a^ ^skal my friends to draw whatever they pleased, their 
cfToits wme astonishingly poor ; poorn indeed than those of the itiurt 
pnminve people of my actjuaiatance^ the Chenchni of the Decc^v 
Yet, in poiier's clay small Ap Tani boys mould chaimhag figures of 
mithan and other animals which evince a serticing ability to caaitcentraic 
on cs&cndals and arc truly pieces of art. One ot these clay mithan still 
stands cm my* mantclpicC!! 3tii;i gives me picaitire whenev^ 1 look ar II 

The main outlet for the Aps Tanis^ Tuitnml skill lici in the field of 
such practical crafts as w'caving^ pottery and iron worL Tticir tcxnles 
are eagerly sought by the tribesuten of an area cxtctulii^ several days 
journey beyond the Apa Tani valley^ and the kniva and fwords of Api 
Tani bkeksmiths fiiid a ready market among Daflas and Miris, 

When I expres^ the wish to Sec 4 blacksmith at work, 1 was taken 
mto a tide valley mi then up a pbe-covered dope to a fma ll hut, 
itandmg in an isolated position aniidsi pasmic Und. The bbid£xfRith''s 
forge, i was told, must stand at Some distance from the village, for hn 
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art b feaiight wich iiugitil danger and the godi woald he oifeided if 
iron were worked dose to ihe boiucs and the sites of rdipom rites. 

Ncnkre Kcchi the sjiiidi ! Ebtmd at svork* crtplgincd that he had 
Icamt his. craft from his fiihcr^ but that anyone who chooses nuy 
praetbe at the smithj^ I x:jtamiued his took, all of whidi he Iiad nude 
himself, and was Struck fay the peculiar type of bellows he used These 
consiitcd of wo wooden bowk covered WTih banana leaf COneS ; they 
were let into the floor atid were worked by a man pulling altcmaie coud 
up ami dowHr thus pressing thr air mio the bimhoo cidfct that lead lo 
the fbrge. The iron he worked came from Assam, largely tti the shape 
of old or broken tca-gatden hoes* which pbins-gomg men obtained 
cheaply. From these he made knives, rivords and axes, hut he had never 
succeeded m making the Wge of hoe whicEi imw'adayi the Apa 
Taab use for work on their fields. Usually his ctisromers supplied the 
iron from tvhkrh to fkshioEL the implements or weapons they required* 
If a mail farouglu one tea-^ardm hoc, Kcrhi would tom it into two 
swordi and would receive one side of bacon and tnur basket of UTiliuikfd 
cice for his bboui* 

I ym puzzled as co where the Api Tank could have obtained their 
supplies of iron belbre the aiahLbkment of tca-^aidens dose to the 
foothills ensiiicd a steady supply in the shape of dinned tea’-garden huev 
A cenain amount of Indian iron has probably rcoehed the Apa Tanis 
fr»R: a very long thne. jme as iron frliered into the Naga hilk on the 
louthcm side of the Brahmaputra valleyv so it is likely to luve found 
tet way by devious barter tnmsacdons into die mouotains to the north 
of tlie Assam pkun. But thr gci:at value arr.iirhcd to Tibetan swords, 
and their ccrcmoniil dgnificance in Apa Tam culctirt, suggests that in 
caclict times many of die iron weapons and impiemcfits used by the 
Api Tank may have bad their origin m Tibet Imn must thoi have 
been scarcer in the Apa Toni s-altcy, and thb a probably the reason why 
the Apa Tani bbuksniiths have not developed a local type of hoe^ and 
why wooden agdcultural insemments seexit to have been in use imdl 
two Of three getietadafis ago^ 

Indirect evidence of the formef Lick of stead)* trade connections with 
Aisain is reflccfcd oho in other spheres of Apa Tans life. Their abiliiy 
to produce a local substituxe for by a process lo labodous that it 
would nevE-r have been evolved hod luSdent supphes cf cururai sak 
been readily avaibble^ providei fiinber support for sudh a contentii^ 
This hUck salt, as it b eallrck k colled from water Bherd thrcuigli ihs 
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aih« of burnt btackca 2 nd ticrbs spmficJljr gtown for the piirposc. 
Tlie fluid ii then boiltd and rccbccd imdl only the alty sediment remiini 
ii: the bottom of ihc pot It rather bicctr, but Ap Tiuii stiU 
ujc it to flavour their fwxL bi the old Jays, they it ivai also in great 
demand among their tidghhtmrSp who diid not know how to make it 
themselves. 

Although we were eager to be off to the Mici country t had to 
spend a few days m DuQ in order to straighten out the snpply position* 
This intrdtide brought many addiiiDns of my knowledge of Apa Tani 
cmtoiti^atid 1 gradually began to imdci^tatid how social controls operate 
within this remarkably wcU-knegtated society. 

One cold eveningH wbile I m«i to scras?rf my diary with fingers 
barely able to hold a pen. our ftiend Chi^ Nime appeared wiEh a senoua 
&ce* if tvas a welcome acme to squat down by the firc^i and together 
we dmred some beer which 1 had bcefl given eariier tn the day. 

On the day yofu arrived haiik from Kirmn/^ he began in a doleful 
lone^ *' those wretched ftang people killed one of my eJanstnen. Didii t 
you hear the ridgiiig tii Dues thb morning ? It w-as the finjeTal chants 
for Cliigi Duyu. Alas I We had no part of hjs body to bury, and 
only his clothes and ornaments could be placed tu the grave. Was 
Chi^ Doyii a slave, that hi: should be executed for the theft ot 2 cow ? 
No, he was a young patrician of my own clan, and wdlhigly would wt 
have paid any reasonable ransom^ Sis ixys ago lie vras eaptured from 
an assembly platfonri in Medang Tage* I almost ^vept with shame 
when vriitmg Hang with a Morom procession, 1 found hiti? tied up 
to the Taliang 1 ofTcreJ fotar tnithaii as ramom, but his captors 

refused to accept any price- Now they have killed lliim 1 They cut 
olf hii hands and feet, took out his liver, and when we asked for the 
corpse they denied us even thai." 

I lud never seen Chigi Nime so distarbed His mrprcssible good 
humour Itad curicd him cheerfully dirough all the disappointmenw of 
the first expedicicfn to JCmim and the w^earisome negotiations at Talo. 
but now he wa humliig whh indignatiotL Privawly L thought that 
Clii^ Duyu must have commhied worse crimes than the rheit of a 
ringle cpw, hut his clansman Chi^ Nimr was Iisrdly the man to render 
an impanial accouiiL Forrunatdy he did not ask foe my iiUcrvendon, 
and indeed he made it clear that ihh was a marrer whidi cnnccmed none 
but the Apa Tanis —3 refrediing contrast to the Dallas” niimcroiia attempts 
to make use of Government officers in rhe pursuance of cheir own ends. 
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Chigi Duyu j dansmcn, sakl Ninie m thj: Gnt fluib ftf anger, wiruli 
accept no compcnsaTOn for !iii ^leariu They woyld ask a life for a life 
and be content only iviib die de a th of one of slaycrsr.—the omen* 

would dedde on like victim. Qnicily the Chigi men would enter liis 
house, allow his wi£: and chiidteti to Icave^ and chen till ihdr man* 
No othet vilbger would inrervenc le$t lie coo became involved in the 
fend. 

Would the escccnrioci of Duyu be consitkred a breach of the 
between Duta and Hang? 

"'No" said Nime, "'this is a private quaneL Tlrcre will be no 
dbturbance of the general peace* It is ihrsc dispel pacts which enable m 
Apa Tanis to bvc in peace; wrlhopt chon we would be like Dadasp for 
ever hghdng among ounclvw wich none secure of bb life or pTVJpcrry.” 

I fdt I should like to know more of foe cxecuBon of Chigi Duyu 
and as soon as I had dealt with foe mos! urgent supply pcoblcmt, 1 
tmdc my wsry to Hang and paid a. call on 1-Ubu Takr* most pcorofncnc 
of priests and sem. 

Takr was in bis home wbisi we arrived and after a long diversionary 
cemveesadon on the rites of Morom t bfoached ilic subject of Chigi 
Duyu s HCECUticui. Hibu Takr replied without any hcsitadcin. and I 
»w at once that force was ito feding of guilt on the pan of foe Hmg 
people. 

CJiigii Duyu wai a habiraJ thief He had repeatedly stirred 
up trouble by stealing canJe from both Apa Tonis aud DaH^. He 
slaughtered tlic iiulcn animals in foe forest and sold foe meat to foe 
uiinispcctiiig> thereby addbig dissension and qtsarrcls among the viibgtrs 
lo tile material losses of the catde oviners, Thai he must die had been 
foe decision of foe prominent Apa Tmii of aU viUages but bis own: 
ami when at Usi he Ii*d been ictzeci on a public platform in Mudang 
Tage ISO man ^iltw>d up in his defence* He was taken to Hang and 
kept at foe Tfoang | though be was fed with rice and beer, lie 
ate little and did not amwer those who accused hbn of his many crimes. 
Men of Bcla^ the most recent vicrims of bh dcpcdaiiojii* violefidy 
opposed foe acceptance of the nmsom ofTcicd by hk idansmrti and two 
dap after hh capture he was cxccinciL The wairiors had gathcricd at 
the Taliang to wll Duyu chat he must die for foe crimes he hsd 

cemmutted- Ji was his own &uli, they said* and be should bear them 
no grudge. Then they cue olT foe hands, ^ with whkh he lud stolen V 
dashed him over foe eyw, " with wbkh he had spied out other men^ 
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cattle 'i and ovcc ^hc niouih^ " ’ftidi wkicli he had eaten mltn goods *- 
In 1 few momtnts he was deid. The Bela men took away one hand 
with w hich to perform dicir own ropi rites but the test of the body was 
bumt in i-Iatig, To-morrow the r^pi rices wotdd be celebrated in much 
the same maniKt al is done for ati enemy slain m mjc. The men of 
Hang would dance at the shrine and a rmetum would be samBced. 
Towards rhe price of ihc miihan every household Iiad contributed 
dcc^ and with this tkc they had bought four cow \ these com were 
now to be exchjmgcd for one large midtm belongmg to a of 

Jorum. 

I liad a look at die Taliang /cparif, the scene of the execution, and 
foujid k still heaped with the shields and spears of the men who had 
taken part in the killing. There these weapons would remain until the 
caniplcdon of the rapt ceremony. 

The affair of Chig^ Duyu s execution demonsomed die itrcngrli and 
effiriency of the Apa Taim lystem of Jtistke. The men who liad 
enJoretd the law that habitual thieves mmt die had acted according to 
die public wilL By rccomse to collective acdon in the pimiduiiHiE of 
recognized cxime they obviated the need for private niids such as are the 
order of the day in Dalia lodery* And even Chigi Nime,, after Jib 
fine mdig^iant protest, faddy accepted the jutcicc of rfic paudty. No¬ 
thing more was said about revenge or the possihilicy of demanding 
compensation from die exccuiicMiers, 

Meanwhile I contmued my prepararioiu for our move to die Miri 
village of Cheniir and thence northwards up the \*a.lley of the Upper 
Kanda. The feud between Hari oiid Chcixdr was not yet retried, but 
ihc first trmciiiainry nept had been taken ami after the visit of the 
Chemir Miiis to Data in die ancomti^ no turdicr violence had occuned. 
I hoped therefore that t would be able to persuade both panics to end 
the feud by concluding a ftinnal peace treaty. 

Anxiety aj to whcdict m^dent podters woiiLJ tom up was the 
prelude to every tour ui the Subansiri hills. But tlib time we need not 
has'c w^orricA Before the sun rose oi\ the day of our departure sixty 
men from liari and Bda arrived In camp fully ptovisioned for the trip 
to Chemir, They Lnduded not cmly davci and poor men but also a 
numhet of young men of good family, who would never have enlbtcd 
fur a jounicy w tlic plamv They appeared to wekome the opportunity 
of fie^cstablbhing cunuct with ^or ti:uli£iorial trade partners in Miri 
villagrs, and had provided themselves with an abundance of cxcliange 
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goods suclias kuivcst chiUicf, aad doth ’whidi they aennged piemresquely 
on the top of our bads. 

Our smAll pMty oomisted of Betty, myself and Kop Temi the only 
oiw of our kitetprcttR whh ^ good knowledge of the Mm dialed; 
Bhatuehariyst who wu sdll in Mikb looking after a liick sepoy, was to 
join us laid in the Miri orantry. Exerpe for two Apa Tanis from Haja 
who had volunteered to accompany us on the whole tour we had no 
permanent porters. This £id£tatcd our ndamng arraiigmcn($» but it 
meant that our movemsats would be cntiFcly dependent on such local 
potters as we could teemit* The mbcsmcsi ^ the Upper K^mli valley 
could not he paid in moncy^ rupee coins and indeed any kind of eoiimgc 
being tmkuown to thcm« and such services as we would require would 
hove to be p^d for in uh and cIoiIl Suf&cicnt quandti-es of such bulky 
commodities for a two months^ tour reguited fer tnoee porten than the 
transport of our tents and perwnaJ equipmenr- 
^ Through the pine and hunboo groves of Hari, where la^e sucks of 
firewood stood ready for the Mloko festival, we made our way up a 
side valley drained by a dear, swift flowing stream* The grass and the 
bracken on the Ii0Wsdes were sdli dead uud btowUi hut the valley yet 
breathed an air of springK Early budding \vifbwr lined die watctside 
and here and there die firH mattve prumdi raised their lovely hcads^ 
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F oit TWO cUy^ dwt way Jed (hniogh the bdc of fbresc which sor- 
rcrmds the Apa Tani vijlcy on all lides. The first night we campeti 
on a narrow wooded ridgev where the blood red btossouis of giant 
rhododciidrozi tittered the moiiy gfornid* and the next we ipcnt close 
CO the Semb river on the deseried site of Sole, die village where thirty 
years before TemiV iadicr had lived and died at the handi of raidcat 
from Unia and Lkhu On tlic third day we reached an open saddle 
thai eammaiidcd a wide view over the fLamla country. There we 
found Gtich Tamar, the etderly bcadmait who in the autunut had vnited 
ttr in Diita, and widi him was a colonifnl crowd of Mine. Thiry had 
comtr to webotne ns with mugs of cice-bccr of the best quality, 

Goth Tjwnar suggested that we should camp air the ficirby village 
of Btta, and the Ap TaniSp weary aficr tluee long and tmng inarches* 
greeted the stiggcsnon of an early hair with iindisgnbcd enthusiasm. 

Boa was a imall villagCf built according to a ptteni which we soon 
came to recognize ^ dmrai:tcmtk of the Kamk valby. The homes 
stood in <mc compact cluster—not dispersed over spurs and hnolls a* in 
the Kiyi and Panior rceioiu. The dope to wbicli they clung dropped 
at an angle of perhaps diirty degteeap and above the village stretched a 
livbg barrkt of thorny scrub. This, we were told, was a defensive 
devkc to break the noli of a surprise attacL Bua^s hnnicdiatc ndgb* 
bourSp Fcniir 2 nd Rakhc, whose fidds were dearly visible on the ridge 
to the w«i* were friendly^ bur the villagers lived in constant fear of the 
warlike inlidbiiajits of Einia and other more distant Ekifli villages^ 

Close to one of the larger houses several men were purtiiig die finisli- 
ing couches to a complicated ritual stnicmrc of bambw lo he used in a 
disease searing rite. A proimncnt man of flua wu scrinuily iU and a 
tnithan and a pig tied up nearby were presendy to be offered to the 
disease spines respcmsible fot the iffiieaotL Such waJToId^itc structuWv 
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dtcmAicd with twch of b^siKx) shavings mi iitcued iiUiTi, cs$cEiti£j 
for cyczj sacrifidil rit^. bin as soott as the rite i> ovet they arc abatulati^d 
and allowed to fall bto decays Unlike the abongmali of Peniusukr 
India most of tht A^sam hUt-ciibos have no shnnes tegarded as the 
permaneiK seats of gods, and the dtai^ bailt of peoiliable DiAtcrioh arc 
QGt treated with any degree of reverence once a rite is compictei 

Talking to the men of Btia I tried to clarify a ptohlori whkh had 
bcCT worrying me for some dine. Was it possible to draw a distuittion 
bctwwri the popoladons eurrcntly known as Dofias and Miris ? Both 
these tcmn seem to liave origioaied aniong tlic Assamese popularioiis of 
the plains, and they bad been consistently used by onf Dafla interpreters 
when speaking Assamese. Tliose tribcsmcii w'ho came lo die plains 
through the Paiiior valley or y^d padis to the west of it werc'dcsoibed 
as ' OafUs whereas those who teached Assam by way of the SiLbamdij 
vaJIe)' or across the hilh between Subaniiri and Ponior were mhed Hill 
Miris, Tire members of the Miri Misdon who had approached the 
Kaiula vallc)' through die villages of the Hill Miris, extended the ibc of 
this term to the tribetmai in the Upper Kamla valley. But here in 
i village lying seemingly on die borders of these etlmogtaplnc 
s^ncs, [ fbtmd no evidence that the tribesmen thcmsclva rccogtiLEe any 
such diitiiurdom 

The people of Bua intermarry wirb the ' Mini" of Chemir as well 
as With the *Daflas‘ of Rakhc. Pemir and Linia. Similar bonds of 
blood and ixuniage link Chonir with the villages in the hills to the east 
and those on the north bant of die Lower Kamla, while Linia maintains 
marriage rclariom with the inhabiuim of Ikha and villages on the Upper 
KtuTL tn like marmcn as 1 was beet to discover* there is mrermairUge 
between the various groups on die Upper Kambi Sipi and Suhansiii. 
and the web of comiuhLil ties is thus spread over die whole of the rribat 
cotuttry south of die inow-rongcs, i sveb uubrokcu by any clear tribal 
boundary' comparable to tbai icparadng the Apa Tank foom all tlicir 
udghbcLirs. 

Thk essentia] unity of the * Daflai" and ' Mini' diroughouE die 
region watered by Panior, Kbru and Komla h reflected in a mydwjlogy 
which traces their origin from a common foccfadicr knerwn as Tcai. 
He is believed to have tad 6ve sorts, cath of wltom w‘as the ancestor 
of a tribal group. It would seem that at one time these five groupj 
had territorial issociarions, but the migrations of recent gcncronons have 
blurred the pktnciv and tcKday rncmberi of two or even three groups 
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may be founil liviog in tbe same v^iUey, The five gmupd. tlui 
Irgm the soui of Tcni ate further a^ihdivided into dEisteti of elan^, apil 
the memben of ludi cLmi cemider dienuelvcs » closely related that 
miermamage would zmoimi lo tmm, 

TW ever)' Miri and Difis clan im a definite place in a geaedagka] 
fystem which embraces the ctidte popuktioii within ihc Subanairi bend 
except ihc Apa Tsnir and the Sidungs, ebat tribe of primitive forest 
nDmack who dwell in scattered groups over an area extending fiom the 
Upper Paiiior to the higher nipuiitaiu ranges north of the Kamla river^ 

In the interests of acciimcy it would probably be bat to drop the 
ictmi Dafia. and Hill Mki aJid to refer to the entire tribal population 
c l ai niiu g ilesccnt fioni Teni as Nbu* a tain used by most of the 
tribesmen to disringuisli dicir own tacc &otti the pbin^pcopk, a$ well 
4s fiom the Apa Tanis and the Sulungi. But a travel is hardly 
the place to introduce a new cthnograpiiic lenniuologyt and here I thall 
cormnue to use the terms Dafia and Miri, reserving the btier name for 
the inhabiunQ of the KamJa wsUcy and the lulls lying between the 
Lower Kamri and the plains of Lalrliimpur. 

As the cfow files it emoot be more than three miles fixmi Bua to 
Chemir, hut we, alas, were cardt-bemud. The pith rigaiagged over 
broken ground, pltmgiiig into one deep valley after thr other. The day 
was oppreudvety hot and kkui the Apa Tauu divested themiclves of all 
their dothing and walked in iioLhiug but their red cane-caih and their 
dimkiudve bin cloths. 

It svas five iioun befotc we reached the opm spur above Chemk 
and caught the first glimpse of the Kimla fiowing in the valley lir 
below* The grandeur of the mountains framing the Kamb and those 
extending cast beyond the Subamiri dwarfed anything we had seen 
during that season s joufncyingSv Though of no great they rose 

from the level of die river in a single sweep of 7,000 to Zjoao feet with 
no ledge or break to Interrupt the upsui^ of tlieir enormoui maisci. 
Comparing the picture 1 have retained of that view with the much more 
starding and magnificeni scenery of the Nepal Hiinakya and pankulariy 
the toAvering mow-pcaki of Khmnbuf I find it difficult to explab that 
impresnon of masrivenea that the Kaxnla mountaius creat^ Ir is 
pooible dm belonging to geologically older fornudam they tide any 
detad which would dow the eye fiDm the Tryiin otidincs of the moimtim- 
ranges and relieve the feeling of colossal bulk. 

Giich Tamar stood beside me on the bill above Chemir and as we 
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out over ilic mouiiub couuciy to du: fiordi miA Lr pointed 
our the vilLigc^ on die luinpiiniling hilU, Lying ii altitude c£ 3,000 
to 4,ooQ feet thry Appeared laigcr and more sub^taucbl than the habiti- 
tioTis of die E^uiior OaflaSw Nercnliekss Tamar's rapid jurvc)* of recent 
Miri hutory left no doubt ihat diis tract of coumry was in as unsettled 
a state as die Kiyi and t^mior vaOeys, Widuu the span of die last dicee 
or four gateradons the whole area had hem siihjcctcd to murb savage 
raidiijg and there had been a complete oansfbrinarkui of the politi^ 
set-up. Previously inhabited by the Gtmgd group of dam« dam to 
ViLidi the Miris Hvuig fouth of the Kainla bdongedt the area was 
now dominated by the powerful Kahat clam. Haviiig conue from die 
upper m^cs of the fiver some three genefadDiis ago these clans had 
first establislicd themselves tn Mingd, a village tome four days' march 
nrKfili-<ast of Chemk^ and had rapidly extended their hold over 
the whole of the naghbourhood so that now tlir>' occupied most 
of die villages jn the coiintry lyimg souih of the Sipi and north of 
the E^amla, 

My first cask in Cheniir wai nicdiaJjoii in the old disputes beciv^m 
Gitib Tamir and the Apa Tanis,^ Gat Tachi and several oilier men of 
Idari were with me in camp, hue were rdurtant to make the first con¬ 
ciliatory move. Gudi Timar, the LULdispured leader of Cheinir, was 
equally proud and more or lc» igniited the Apa Tani notables Each 
party ocmvmced of the righteousuesj of thdr own cause stood on their 
dignity and neither side prepared to approach the ether ^vlth a pica 
for negotiadoiUv Thin two days passed bi a ganic of murud avoidutce. 
and it was not uiml I forced the issue and mysdf Jed an Apa Tani delega¬ 
tion %o Tiiinar's house^ that the opposing parties agreed to m do\M] and 
diictiss temis for a setdemciit of the dispute. 

Peace bciwecn Micis and Ap Tams was clearly ro the advamage of 
both tribes. Even the ttmponry security of pa:£sagc imcatcd by my 
visit to Chemir had te-opcticd the area of Ap Toni trade, and noi mdy 
the men who lud carried for me^ bur many hulqiendear group of Apa 
Tane began xrriviug with tbeir goods in Chemir, the wcitcro gateway 
of the Miri couulr>% and soon dhpcncd [0 the neighbouring villages. 

In fpeoking of Apa Tani traden, ii is perhaps ncecsiary to mention 
that these arc not profcssioiud traders comparable to the bawkert of the 
Indian counirysidc or even the Ubetan traders who in other parti of 
the Himahya come with thdr yak caravans across the liigh passei and 
■ Sec Chaptex 7* pp. loy^ loS. 
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S 4 dl aiid wool for cuh or m exckiiigc (or goods lo Eocd mcrchanu, 
To the Ap Taiu, no less ilian to tlie Dafb Mirj* cade h 2. lidt* 
line, A man may talcc two oi* tltrcc cloths^ a femfe or ^ sword and 
perhap a qiujidty of Indian salt on a visit to fiicnds bx i Dafla or Miri 
village, ajid try to bartef ihew goods for local ptoJucc- tic tides not 
dispUy his goc^ in a public pbee nor will he vmtnfc into a village in 
which he hn no csuMblicd comam. Tradidmnl fneiidship between 
individiut hotischohU h the hw% of all trade in the Subimiii area^ Only 
the man who enjoys the protection of a fiiend will fecj safe in a village 
(21 from home. 

Wlien a feud temporarily btoeks his normal trade rontes, he cannot 
easily switch to another area. Many of the Hari and Bek people, foe 
insunce, had friends and trade pannecs only among the Mins of the 
Chemir area, and their trading operations had stagnated ever smec the 
feud between Guch Tamar and Wage Gat liad made Chemir aJid m 
tuisighbourhood unsafe for Apa TmU of tliese villages. Now they saw 
thdr chanct Briftling with knives and twords for sale, they arrived 
carr)iiig rucksjrizks of plaited cane that bulged w idi doth and lcaf-*parcds 
of salt* They had no diSicLilry m disposing of didr goods. Soon we 
svould sec them Ectuming^ thch approach heralded fay the sqncds and 
gruncs of small pigs which they Carrie J on thdr backs in loosidy svovcii 
bamboo faasken. Cockx aiid iums were ttainporred et|iiaJly faumancly* 
and a varied array of fibre ram-cloaks and pkited hacs^ tane-bcIO| 
Tibetan omamcim and Urge gourds used as scoring vessda, completed 
the loadi of the tint Apa Tanis to resume trade with tie Miria, 

Guch Tanur ^pctit a great deal of time in our camp and Betty and 
[ were soon captivated by hi$ chains his witty remicks and km ttaiigfaty 
dmeUe. He was then a man of ahout skrty with a small, pctinteiii 
white beard, excellent nuimcfs and a qtiict voicc^ Usually he^ 
drcs&ed vtty shnply in an As^incse silk cloth and a ^mgle scring ol 
outnie beads, but ode day he appeared wearing a gauntlet of goatV 
Itidc wTtli a long jhiogc; of silky tusset IiaiC- it was made froui the skid 
of a Tibciau goal, and when [ admked it he pnaaed it cii me. slipping 
It ovcf my wriit like a braceltE (Pi, ay). 

There seemed lo be twia rides to Tamars charaetcf. Hii fmooth 
mandcn overUld a stem driermiiiatioi] and tenadty of purpose in the 
conduct of trade and political aHairs and he did m>i shrink from the 
me of force when dte prestige of hti house and village was in qncftioii- 
Vet. the forbearance he showed to an erring wife spoke of a bro^d- 
i7S 
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Typ££ of 

fnintkdnra uniiULa] amo'iig DjHa md Aiiri Iiujib^iiik Some years btfure 
my vi$it tbe secmid of hii fivr wi^es went to help cultivate the fkliii 
af a new setder, wlm had come fiotn a eillage in the KJ^t vJtcy. U 
■was at Gacli Tamar^ bcbcit chat ihc had gone to lend a hand, but lie 
had not foreseen that she wouhl succuinh id the charttc! of the iiandbume 
stcangCTv Before long the a^r came Co light: icuieaJ of avciiguig the 
slight, however, Tamar inviced his wifeh lover to come and Live in hit 
house ; he aUotted a seprace hearth to the conplC;, aJid they became his 
depcndctics. This was i shrewd move, foe by rclinquisliing his nxniita] 
ri^ts be uot only retained the woimm as a wodeer^ bui gained cfae services 
of tlio man vrho icpbccd Iiim in the r6lc of husband. 

1 doubt whether Gueh Tamar or indeed any Miii would have viewed 
with limibr E^qiiamimt)" the dcfoctUKi uf a wife tnaided with 'g^i 
rites *: but cbe ghi in question had been married to Tamar with ' smalt 
rices * and be had paid a bride^pdee of only two mitltan . 

Among thr M^s there are sercrnl wap of concluding a mamagCp 
and only one of thcm+ known as ipiVdi^ cstabhsbcs a lasting and socially 
rigniricant bond bctisTcn the families of husband and wifo. A nu^ita 
marriage Ls solemnized wirh cliborare rites ; the bridcgrooiii pap a 
high hride-pricc and the brideV fathe r b estpecled to match tlie value 
with a dowry combring of onmmeuts^ precioui Tibetan heKs and 
sometimes even a slave. Tlir bridc^^cc piaid by Guch Tauur for his 
hnt wife compriaed twenty mirhan^ and he recalled with pride—and 
perhaps a htile exaggerarioo—tlui in ihe comst of the cdcbraticras and 
the subscijueiit visks be had slatightcttd thirty miikatt to feast his wife's 
kinstuen. This type of marriage cmiozi is uplietd by supenutiiial as 
well as by social smecious. Should a wife married by niedd rites elope 
with another man, the aggrieved husband may not accept he: * price * 
from the seducer, but must tty to recover her and if negodadnn fcU 
* make war ^ on his ris^ah For the Mtris believe that a luisband who by 
accepting rLioaetary compeiuAtioit * sells" Iiis nkik wife^ will iucur the 
displeasure of the gods and draw muforiune upon his liuuse. 

Only oUbmees between families of apprmdmalely c<](ul sUfm and 
■wealth arc solemnized with- niejLi rites, A wralihy man marryiiig the 
daughter of ptior paraUS will pay a bfidc-pricc of only one or twa 
mirban Aft d chcrc Will be no quesdoo of a dowry. Such a marriage is 
called /wic, and a wife nurried in this manner may be passed on to 
another man without arousing the wrath of the gods or chc stricture of 
society. Indeed the imial way of dealing with the ddeedon of a 
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hak wife is to ^rTnanij cotupcosajion cqiol to iht bridc-ptice oiigiiuUy 
piid to the giJ'i parenis. 

Yec another tvay of acquiring a wife h to abduct a gid without her 
parent* knowledge^ Such a (mrtiage is known ar and when 

Gtich Tamar had lost hii first three wives, he mairictl ihe daughter of 
reipcciable people of Rakhe in nifft-rntfii CishiGn- She liad been a willing 
parmcr to the clopemcjit, and her parcans, who had al: first opposed the 
fna££iage> til ritinat^ y resigned thcmsclvei to the jait ^tcwinplL Over a 
period of several years Gtirh Tamar paid them a bridc-pnee of eJcvcii 
imilun, and they g?ivc ilicir daiigliter a dowiy of four Ttbetan bcUi and 
a miing of valuable beads. 

Though maniages arc one of the pnodpal methods of forging 
polirical alliances and oficn provide an occasion for the exchange of 
valuable property* parenis have by no means the final word in the 
arraDgcniciit of matches, Miri girls are of mdependent mini and Gudi 
T?m?r jnditkined ijuiLc ci^nally that Ills own daughter Yube had gone 
lo live with a maternal kmjcman without raentionmg fier rntendom to 
her parents. The girl had remained single long after reaching marriage* 
able age ; she had enjoyed a great measure ofuidcpcndctice while living 
under the parental ti^» cultivating Iter own field and cooking her fetod 
on a Mrparatc hearth. Every year ilte had called the nnm of the village 
to help her dear the jungle^ and with the ^utpltrs of several years" crop* 
she had bought two mithan and $cvctal Tibetan belb- Her father had 
allowed her to run her ' homcdiold * without interference and declared 
he knew nothing of the deuib of her rmnsacdom^ until one dayi di$- 
pensijig with all fuimaiides, she went to live with Mdi Kokum in 
Pdme. Sexm after Pclnic, like all the stniUcr settlements on the north 
bank of the Kamk, Was tkrcaicncd by the rifing might of the Kabak 
dan and the couple loughc tefiige in Chemir, To rcgularbe his union 
with Yubci now tiai he was to live in her home village* and m recondlc 
her faihcf p Mdi Kokum paid him four mithan. He bnik a house of hb 
own, and when 1 vidted him I met not only Ynbe bur KakumT other 
two wivein The gftl, who hid shown $o tuurh indcpcndaice m manag¬ 
ing her own afiaii** had no doubt citcicbed her talents in organinng bet 
hnskmd's Hie. With three pairs of hands to do the work in house and 
Geld, tlicrt was die prospect of a prosperous fitttue. 

Kop Temi told me diat among Daftas too many a cidb man'* daughter 
married late and gained great irulqNmdcnce even while living in Iter 
father i house. With the pradiice of bet fickb she could buy cattle, 
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Viitiisblca Jivek ami uldnLitely &lic miglit marry die mm t>f h/:r 
chokei cidict caking tim into the paroual home cjr going to live in im 
hpuie. Should father or bmdier dcicund i bridis-pficc, she was Bedy 
to point out that since she wa$ rich moiigh lo dispense ^ri^th i doiwry 
her husband was under no obliganou to pay a price for his bride. 

Now that talks between the Cheruir Miris and die Apa Tiuu negotia¬ 
tors were under wwy, 1 bad lirde doubt chat the sdf-inceresc of old crade- 
ponners wodd lead them to a sucecsshil condiirion.. tc renuined tor 
me to mate the annual peAt-payuiem to the Hill Miri notables, aud then 
we could set out cm our Journey cowards the upper readies of the 
SuhansM. These paymatts had never before been made in the hills^ 
In previous years the l-Ull Miris had journeyed to the plains and there at 
lOtne appointed place they had received theii annual dues* With the 
extemion of Governments jniluence beyond the lime; One it seoned 
advbahic, however* to alter the proccdute and fay the Miris" pdsa m 
thdr own councy* In response CO my messages the p^sti-holdcrr bad 
^1! gaihercd in Chefnii* They were a gay crowds ven to much laughtei 
and the enjoyment of huge quanddes of rice-beer^ roremo^t among 
tfaeju viTz^ Cochiup Tapak, dressed in 2 faded red coat which years ago 
a FoHdcal Officer had gis^en him in cccr^uidon of hit role as a pr-umiiient 
headman. Though of smallish^ srocty Stature and uiijm|iresrive looks^ 
he cticskone all othc; pdSd-hoUlcrs in iiuclhgeiice* courage and spirit of 
cmcrpriie. He spoke adcqttaic Assamese arid had hir-duug c^mociions 
with the trihesmeo north of the Kamlx, As a small boy Tapat had 
accompanied his lather on the Miri Misskui, and chough he had nevicr 
again ventured as high up the Kamhi valley^ he w^ai the only South 
Kamla Miri with a fot-hand experience of che Conner)^ through which 
we x^-ould pasa^ i was delighted therefore when he agreed to come 
with us, and his value as a co-voyager increased as w'c joiimeyod north¬ 
wards inlo trgiuni where Kop Temi hod difficulties in imdcTstauding 
the local dialects. 

Another ddiglitdd pmocLaltcy atuong the p^s44ioldm, was Biku 
Yama, a tuD. middkHiged lady of firrcchd character w!to had inherited 
the right to as well as the headship of Bikti village. She cook an 
imtanc liking co Berry^ the fine £uropcm WToman to set foot in those 
bilh* aud declared that, like Tapok, she w'ould aceompany us on our 
journey. 

One after the other the Min notables produced their catteted pajw- 
pateun and received Govcfmumt s * tribute In rupee w^orth^ 
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owing XQ wjU'^tiriK miUtbiit only a fr^ccicjn of their anginal value. 
How iinlr attetinou iuni liitbcrto been paid to these border areas* reniote 
anti inaarcssiblc firotii ihe centra of Govcrnnicni m Delhi and bhiUonp 
Trai only ton apparent from ihe imbcticvahle inadecjuacics of the 

ppw-tegisten and daenments. to the oBidal records ao atteoipt had 
been made to group the pfljd^Loidm by village oi identify ilieai by 
dan t indeed their parnculars hA been treated with such levity in die 
ofSdal regHters that Tccognition of the rightful recipient?! waa soinetime* 

(JiffijCuJt. 1 * - r 

There «cin«l to be equal confiiiiou as to the nimre aiui origin of 

the paymeUB thnuselvcs and it toon became obvious that tl^ Wa$ i 
tfiious diicrepaiicy between the ofikia! view and the iribcimen i attHude. 
By the officers of Gswemment paw was gcucrally considered as 3 form 
gf Ddbute with wlikh in the early days of Britisb role the IiiUmea had 
been bought off Irom raiding the plaias- Accordmg to die ttibesm^, 
on the other hand, die p^fJ-paymaiB were a kind of rcnlt paid by 
Covermnent for the use of dicir anceitral lauds in the BrAhniipntri 
vuUcVa like many Himalayaii people* the Mini of die hilh sc^uth of 
the Kamk used to be serni-rioniadic; in the spring and Hiromf r moncli*, 
they cjq>Likicdi they culcivaced their fidii in the liilh and during the 
wimcf they moved to the plains, where m the cpuntry between the 
fboihilU and the BTahinaputm each cLm hunred and fished within the 
of its own dm tariioriei. When Assamese peasants first settled 
on the north bant of the Brahnupiitra^ the traditional oviTiers dcnimdcd 
and reraved rent fmm the uw teulcrs (ot the use of their dan lands. 
Ac first this rent wn paid in agricultural produce, hot ai a hitcr date* 
presumabty when the presme sysicrit of laud revenue ™ iiurotbccd* 
the Government of India mok over the papnciit of this rent, which* 
assessed in Indiaii cainogCj was paid annually in the form of pfisa* 

Year afiei year the Poliricai Officer of the Balipara Frontier Tract 
had paid the ptva withoat making any demands cm the nsnpicnls. But 
this lime we wete iu need of thrir lielp and when sending word to the 
pn^t-^hoUcR ohoui my intended visit to Chemir, 1 had added messages 
t^jUifig for pofxtn lo accompany ns into the area north of ihc Kainb- 
Tliants to die good will md the locsl inBuenoe of the pAjj-hoIders an 
adequate numher of porters bad assembled m Cbemir, hut few of them 
were keen on going fir afield* and I rcalirtd that we vvould he tu£k.y if 
they carried (be us more than two or at die tnosi diree stages bejiond the 
Konila liver. 

LSa 
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THE VALLEY OF THE KAMLA 

T Toxr wEJtE we to cjoss ilie KainU ? Thh waa die problem that 

I - 1 Iwi worried evtr since we had deckled on diu c^luratory 

X Xtour Towards the upper reaches of ihc ISubansin. The bridge 
that had once linted Chemir with Ptlme had been cut down when the 
warlike Kabak cktu had begun raiding the villages on ihc xionli baiiL 
For those living south of the river had judged bolarion to be thdr mosc 
cf&Ctivr delrace and had destroyed at! means of comniuJiicadou 
between tljemiclvei and their caemiei. The only bridge still sEuidiog 
on the lowct course of the fiver was several irrarchcs dowtisttcam, and 
whenever the Mini had occasion to cross at othtat points, they used rafts 
made tom cane ami bamboo. Such cafe* however, were not per- 
nutjcnt features of the Kamb* and when I first discussed ray plans with 
Guch Tamar, he said that hh men would cake several days to build a 
ferry strong enough to cany our loadt 

Durini; the week wc ^penc in ChentU the vilUgen w^orted hard, 
anting cane and bamboo and coramieting the cafis^ and when we 
arrived Oft the river-hank W’c found the ferry completed and our lugg^ 
in the process of being transported to the opposite side- The two rafis^ 
broad based with pointed bows, slid smoochty over the water, propelled 
by mm standing in the bows who hauled hand over hand on the ropet 
that spanned the river from bank to bant 

Our two Apa Tams were hotdfied at ihr prospea of crossbig the 
Kamla in this way. They had never been afloat before and did not 
know' how' to swim.. In their own country there was no unbndged 
sareiiii which cotild not be crossed by wading, and the swift cur- 
rent and the black waters of the KamU, swisidng over the floor of 
the raft, tnadr them cacceedingly nervous. Bur they comforted thcra^ 
selves %vhli a dioughi that they were to voke again and ogam oji ihu 
journey r 


Jilt VaUty of tht Kinnk 

** If we die/' l]«?y wid, we die m good company. We shall not 
travel alone mi the path diax leads lo the ianJ of the DcaA"* 

They insfated m making the cros^g oti. the Siinie raft as oundvei 
and wc wck flattered that otir ocunpanv should be ronsidefed so Jeiirahle 
on the journey to the tiedicrworhL 

Wc spent the nighc on a broad sandy beach on the hinlief bank and 
enjoyed the fiicndly atmosphere of a camp that Ttsemblcd nothing so 
mudi 3 £ a bunily picnic. The Mirb were travelhng nfidi dieir 
womenfolk^ and many InJ brought then chiliirtm to ctrrj' the numerous 
bamboo bottles of lice^becr that they cotuidered indispensable for a three 
days* journey. In the dusk the bop and girls phyed on the sand, and 
theif bitghier rang cut over the gay diattcr of tl^ women who bent 
over the cooking pots preparing the evening meal. 

We built a camp-fire dose to the river s edge md sat in a 
chde watching its rejection in the water: Tapak and Tenai and the 
two Apa Tanis^ the ever diecrflil Bhatiachariya and most of the posdr 
boldest The Miris warned us that a month btE:f this low-l}ing sand¬ 
bank would be submerged by fiood ware?, and chat then it would be 
dangcmtii tf not impossible to use this fmy* That evening, howevefp 
we were not ittclinai to coniider the difficulties of our returm Instead 
wc dbfi Ti^d the prospcCB of the ouiw'ard joimiey and the immodjale 
probtnm of to-moittsw''s march. 

Tapak assured us that he was confident of a wdeome m Dobom, the 
first vUkgt wx w^ould rcack Thcie he had ^ trade parmei* Yutar 
Tcrii. a rich and powetfiil man, who owned more titan two bandmd 
COW'S wd mhhan and conunamJed great influence in tunny of the villages 
on the north bank. But neicc day w'hcn wc had climbed wearily up 
four thouaud feet, descended two thoumd^ and dimbed again anocbci 
fifteen hundred, all the time uncomfortahly aware of the snn on mic 
backs, we arrived.to find Yukar Tcrii^s door closcti to all outiiders. A 
feLgX>u3 rite, we were toldi was in progress and none might enter until 
h was over. 

We m down on on outcrop of stone on the otuskirts of the village 
and svaited. Ttie change in Tapak*i attitude dismiieTaimg. In 
ChemiTp among famUiar people ftom vUlogcs south of the KamlOr lie 
moved with on air of authorityi Here hr behaved with marked or-' 
cun^pcction^ careful not to obtrude on the vihagers until he bad spoken 
ii3 his own ffimd Yukar Tcrii. The only members of our parry w'bn 
wrte not subdued bv these drciunstanoes were our two Api Tmis who 
jH 


A Shortage of Tr^Ucs 

’HrliispcTcd and giggled oircc die current Eisbiom of Doboin w^unrn. 
These ladies went sedaody about thdr binincss bj gay litdc biUcrina-^libe 
skirts made of diicJ grass, hi the coo! diin itc of die Himalayas these 
flimsy garments* fcmmisccnt of South Sea fashions, ccraiidy looked a 
little mcDugmous (PL 3i). 

I soon discovered that no one iu Dobcim* or tn any odier viLlage of 
the Lower Kamb vallcyp knew how to weave, and this was surpdsing 
because weaving is a craft practheJ by mou of tlic stirrotiudtiig tribes- 
mcn. Though the sboctage of cloth toust cause a great deal of liardsliip, 
no attempt seems to have been made to adopt a tedmique wlikh pro¬ 
vides w many of their ndghbaun with warm and substantial clodwig. 
It is possible/of course, that neitber cotton nor the fibrous ptd whic± 
ii titcd as raw tuatcttal in the vailc)^ of Paiiior and fUmi* will grow in 
this parriciilac area. The wcaltbiet villagers wear Assamese; bazaar doths, 
which they purchase &om Miris in touch widi the pkms and small 
quantities of handwovm coftoR and pud fibre dolhs arc bought from 
the tribesmen of the Upper Klini volley. 

But dm was nuc the municni to investigate the dbttibiuian of 
weaviiig in the Miri hilk Before long Yukar Tcrii emerged irom Im 
housCp followed by two men carrying peat itiugi of rioc-bccr. We 
drank die beer and cstpLuned to Terii tlie ttasons for our coming. He 
did everything to appear pleasant, invited m m Ids houw and oflered 
hospicihty to all our potters, many of whom had never vbhed Dobom 
before and had the status of strangers in the vdkgc. 

Less wdeame u.-as Yukar Tern s solicitude for our safitiy. When 
Tapak told him that i wanted to visit the vilkgi« of the Upper KamU 
Tprallcy, he expresurd horror and disapproval Up to Bidak, the viU^ 
lying nortii*wot of I>obom, we migbt safely go, Tbric he had fidmds 
and rtlaticm, and hr would tend hit wn with m tn show us die part 
But oti no account mint we proceed fhrrh&. The mlwimcit in the 
Upper Ramla valley wefe w'arlike and cfcaclierous, and a dangerous 
epidemic was raging in the villages beyond Bidak, This was water on 
the rail! to out Mki poric» whose <Hie idea* now that they had rrachrd 
Dohem, to tccfoss die gamb and return home aa speedily as pQ>* 
liblc- It was obvioiH, however^ that this small viibge could not fiimiab 
TufftdfTit potters to release them all* and while I was able to teplace 
some of them by Dobom men. 1 kul to pmuaJe the rest to accompany 
me to Bidak. 

Nrtt tnomiug we set out along a oonioui path and after an hour 

m 



The V^^tky 0/ the 

or [wo reacted n d'lrst 4 .^^ higL Eo^c^rging from 2 gr;is? 
ihicket, we were ^uildmly ct>iififOJireii hy a view cmEr^ciiig ^ilmost the 
mtke area we wefc liD|mig to envene. Bcfocic us ky tlic valley of the 
Upper KiitiLii 2 bn^lscape begtr in its dinicittiom^ iiid yet mote iHimdiy 
in i^nctcTi than the scenrey dong the eouix of the eamhiued KamLi- 
Khru. Rising steeply fiom a narrow gorge^ the hilltidnt were htokai 
at a level of about 4^500 feet by largo grassy irrraees on which we could 
dearly sec tliic houses and tieids of screral villagesv Our guides pointed 
oat Bi<iakp the village nearest to ua* the home village of the 

Kahak dans, the twin settlements of Rutc-Hatc and* in the [msry ditiaiice^ 
beyond the junedua of Kamla and Sclu, the land of Sartam and Tali. 
Above the villages rose dark forested ndges, wliidi calmLaated in eoiiEcal 
peaks and massive humps ekuc on 10,000 feet The most pfornmerit 
of these peaks was Pjj Cholop and liie Apa Tanis prkked up their con 
when the)* hcoril ihe name : for tradidoti tells ihac the Apa Tonis reached 
char pHscut kabtuiG in tbtee dafTcrent groups, one of whkfa po^td Pij 
Cholo on their lotithwafd migritkiiTi- 

Between Pij Cholo to the tincth and the great tm&t of Mount Rerntti 
louth of the river was a vista on which we looked with surprise and 
dcUib^. Here in ihc triangle of the Sclu valley apprined a chain of 
uiow-covcrcd moimiaiDSp dazoliiig whtte in die height lUilk and wreathed 
widi a dclicati:: QiuT of cloud. Was dtis die range that scporoles the 
KjttiIj frottL the upper coune of the Subaiisiri+ or wai it a part oi the 
flimalayEm main range through whkh the Suhaiisiri ctiB iti way in a 
leries oJF deep gorg« t 

The sight gf ihb mow-nnge apprctiity to close excited our DiRa 
and Apa Tani companions alinc»c as much as ourselves, and Kop Tetru 
remarked optimisdcaily that to reach the ' country of the mow * by 
this TOptc could only be a matter of days, 

Belosv 115 on a low saddle lay Bidok and towards this village we 
now began to descend- The path lead through jhm fields^ partly 
cultivated the previous ycat^ and partly cleared and hutiiE in preporadon 
for the new season's sowing- It was here that I notked the variations 
In the systems of shifting culrivnaiori pfoedsed by the Subatuiti tidbet. 
While the Pouior Diflai am in the habit of deoring imill patches of 
forest^ each nun being free to make his own chnke of a pbt in the 
area siiiTOumimg his village, Miri vtikgen prefer to euldvaJCc a eumpoct 
block of fields,, dcaring the jungle together* and thm dividing the block 
into plot! to be edrivated by the individual Gunilin. 
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MefItoJs of Shijfing 

The rsuk of tliii system u dut in some yeais die culctvjited area 
Will lie siSr a conuficniblr dijtjiicr from the dwelling licci ; for In ordrt 
to aDow Siifficknt penods of fallow, the village land k wnrted in caie- 
fully ealcuUtcd Totationr [n the borderLmds of Dobom aiiJ Biddk 
lerntory we parsed in ijuick suocraioti a hlocL of 6clds cultivated by the 
people DfOobcnj:, a Eiamiw beJf of foiesr, and a nimlaj: block cultivated 
by Bidafc met, the cycles of totation of boih villager having led them 
Eo cultivate that year on the periphery of their village hnldinffi 

Wo reached the viEage hie tn the aftcmoon» Tliert was no 
obvious pUce for a carrip* but we found a knoll a little tn the north of 
the village witli a crown dac enough to accommodarc our tenet The 
inhabiujus though timkl were quite 6icnJty and wt succeeded in 
persuadrug them to help clear the liit Ycf, diq' were noi entirely at 
eaic and the reason for their niabise were ioohj dbcovcietL 

Chugdu Tagla, a leadiiig mcinbcr of die grem Kabak cLm^ and the 
most tniponani man of Bidat* had gone to attend a feast ia Balii» a 
village lying on die opposite bank of the Kanik. In his absence the 
people ol Bidat were unwilling lo cummit thcnisetYn to any de&iiEe 
conrse of aaiom 

Would $otnc of thtm cam^ our toads on die next day‘j march ? 

Tigb might arrange for porters when he re turned, 

rad they have tnends or kiimncn m Ming5, the village ckady 
viiifalc at the fwt of Pq Cholo : 

Tagla would tell t» of Bidak^s relailDns with neighbouring vllbges 
when he trtnmcA 

After a number of equally inoandusivc tespomeS I came to the 
condndon that wt would ckhet have to await the grcai man’s return 
ot move on to Mjag5 with tlic porters we had brought. Our guides 
from Doboni agreed to accompany us to Ming5. but it iiccded a lot of 
coajcmg CO induce the poners from south of die Kamla to move any 
frirthtr into unGimilbr councry. Tapak did Iris best, but it \V 3 S Biku 
Yaim, the advauucDOi lady witli her luge cutourage, finally 
rallied them. She said that wheae Betty dared to gs> she would go too, 
and her menfolk had htde chuice but to follow her lead. Reluctantly 
the rest of the Mins agreed to procectL But only to MingtS. Ftirdicr 
than that they would nut go. While only that morning w'e had been 
idd that Mingd was Stricken with some terrible diteasci which liad 
already cklmed two of the vilUgcn; it w'as now discovered that MingS 
was the last vjiibge still imaJfectcd by the epidemic; and once everything 
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Tbff Valley pf the Kmfdit 

was scttlrvl our Dobtim guide suddenly rcrntnnbercd diat Ida wife’s three 
htoihcrs all lived in MingSH 

Nevertheless oiJtt and aU decLued that Muigd was the futiiiLniiciyc 
placr which wr migliE safely vidt. Tlie people of Cudii and Sojam 
elans in the villages bcyiond Mingo W'ete a daiigefous lot; wUh them 
no one in the Kabak group of villages maiitmncd any cottnectioii* 
Moreover it was there thar the itLysretious cpidettiic was raging ^ in 
aiher words to vencurr beyond MingQ would be a particularly unpleas^i 
vvay of cOnnmEttng suicide^ 

However^ we were not to be dct:a:re(L We bad tvon otu point- 
Any fortlirr progress w'ould depend on luck and diplomacy^ and Last 
but not least on our abiliiy to barter tiee for salt. For in order to keep 
all the South Kanda Miris wilt us we had bad lo feed them tom oui 
own suppHett ami all that remaiiied could he streedbed for lirde more 
dun a wccIl 

Next mirirniiig we sei out in tht dirtcuon of Miiigd. The path 
which we followed that day wound along the contotsrs of Sterp slopes 
bur now and then it plunged into deep ravines, fiUed wiih rank^growing 
vegetation rypified by several varieties of large leaved and heavy headed 
pink and s^itc begonias, covering the damp ground ui wonderful 
profuMOiu 

At last we emerged on a grass eovered hill-nde and saw tiue scaxrercd 
bouses of Mingo. Thry \vetc rather ragged and die village was ths- 
appomtingly small for the parent village of die imporrEmt Kabak daiit 
from which in the reeent pait not only Bidak but many othet Soumhing 
viUagei had been foundacL 

Our Dobom guides bad gone ahead to rewnre the inbahicadis of 
our peaceful intentions; they had taken with them small prcsetiis of 
salt, and soon they were sem letumiug with several men emying mugs 
of millel: beer- Halt the pcopIc^s dress was even more scanty ihan in 
Dabom and the little cloth they Wore was dirty and tom- One young 
TTi fiti h’^il coffered bis nakedness w’idi a banana leaf* and another sported 
a paiis-covcr carved from a bamboo root and attached to a waist-string. 

Looking at lime spancly dad foHc, 1 was remuided of tiic evening 
in Dura when Ghigi Nimc liad Unghingly dcmoiuttatcd the uie of jmt 
such bamboo pcnis-coveis w^hkh he had seen on Im travels in dte Kiini 
valiry^ From now on we to become qitiic tamilxae with tbb 
peculiar ardcle of dress* for in an aica. chronically ihort of doth all 
maimer csf covermgs arc used as protcctioD: against thorns and spikes. 
lfl» 



Chiigdit Tugla 

and of chfsc the one made fi‘om the rcjot of d hamhoo is imdoubtedly 
the most effective. 

We fotmd a camp site dose to the inUagc^ and m a few momenti 
were siirroundcd by aghoects. Our umil of dgarccces and nutdies 

produced bbjit espraaiotu : no one had ever seen a niatcJi4)ox ^ no 
one had ever smoked a cigartti^ What the women warned was salt, 
and this they demanded by licking the open pdm of their uptitmed 

handt 

Well satisfied mtk out reception in Mingd we reckoned that a 
stay of scvaul days would he necessary before our reladoiis could be 
sufficiently Cordial to attempt a move, westwards or nonhwarebr which¬ 
ever opportunity offcncA The Mins from south of the ho w¬ 

ever, wtax anxiDUi to lemm home and the next roonihig we paid them 
olT in rupee coins, which they fintnnately accepicch tli^ aUowing m 
lo harbour our limited supply of exchange go^ for rcgicms where 
porten miEtt be paid in khuL 

Hardly had the portm Icfh when Chugdu Tagla, the great man of 
Etdakj appeared with a small party* Ht w-^ short and stouiish» ^vidi 
a thin black beard md an tmprcsdTc &ec, to which one drooping eyelid 
lent dbdnctioTi (PL 32). bfis fcmify, like odier Kahak lineages, had 
sprung &om MmgOi» and hiB closest kin idl! lived in the village. He 
spoke with authority not only as the lirar) uf Eidik, bur also as spoken 
man of Mingd* 

He had heard of our coming, he explained, when be returned from 
Balii, and iiad immediately set Out to overake ta* The people of 
Kabak dan, he went on to sary, wmdd give ts all possible hdp ; I had 
only to let him know uid he would provide portm. Would we like 
10 go to Lapehi-Lapte ot to Balu I They were both on the other side 
of the KamU bui we could cross the rivet by meatH of a rope bridge 
bekjw Bidak- t thanked Tagla. Yes, J lepliech t would like to visit 
these villages next ^-^ar; dm year I wanted to procroi up the Kandx 

Thar wm impossible, declared Tagla \ no man of the Kahak group 
would go a step fruiber nonk Here in MiugiV we were m dw Lot 
frietiHly village. Further upstream lived warlUce people wlio would 
endanger die Uves of anyone rash cnniigh to eri^Dcr their territory. 

TagU spoke with such detennmation that t diought it usete$s to 
talk of my real intcudnns as long as he was in the vilLge. So I took 
him and a few other men to a nearby hillock and got him to ibow me 
the miToiindhig copniry. The next village in die Kamk valley was a 
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scdcmeiit of du: Gudu aiul Sojim clan*, bui once agiin k wa off on 
hdj old tide, die Kabat people Mver went thtne and did not even bioitf 
the condidem of the path. 

Pointing to the liigh range ovenKidowing Mingo I asked whether 
pitth leading iiont acrosv dmw wooded motmtahiSv 
Tigb said, beyond that lidgc lay the valley of the Stpi river, containing 
many villages of which Deyi md Nils wcflf the nearest. They could 
be reached in iliree days, but the people weft fieiec and uuirustwoithy, 
and at present diey had a feud with the people of MingS, In dress and 
appeuranoe they roanbled the Abor tribes of the country cart of the 
Suknsiri. and w«c not at all like the Miris of the Kamk valley. 

Tagtj spoke aho of (he country lying in the fork between Kanik 
and Khrn- There lie had many contacts. Though Tagla hinuelf had 
urvtT Tinittiird far up the valleys of diher Khni or Kamk He had a 
fiiirly good biowicdge of tlie character of trade that nacfwd hi* village 
by tiic two trade lOUia, and what he told me threw new light on tlie 
possibility of a direct conncctiim between the region of die Upper 
Klmi and Tibet, Along the Khru route only valuables such as beads, 
bclb and Tibetan twords filtered down to the MM eoumry. whrrrai 
bulkier gooda such as salt and woollen cloth came from the region 
jioftli of the Kamla river. Tagla had no explanation for the differeiit 
character of trade goods current on the two routes, but venturing a 
guess I would say that ^ route along which ouly small but compaTarivcly 
precUms objects filter southwards is likely to be difficult and lumce 
impracticable for men carrying Heavy or bulky loack Such an hj-po- 
(Hess does nor fully explain, liowcvet. what ciiEulIy light and easily 
tnniporublc goods the tribeimen could tiliw in cathange for Tlbcian 
beads and other valuables. 

Tagla said good-bye with so many protestarions of hiendihip tliat I 
coidd not doubt his good will, and t wondered what interest he could 
liave in disuading us from pioceeding tip the Kamla, When he had 
left the village L returned to the attack and was lucky enough to find a 
young man who was willing to airy a message to Rutc^Hitc. the 
nearest village of tlir GuchJ and Sojam clans. I gave him a few pounds 
of salt to distribute among the friends he a Jmini^ he had in the village, 
and asked him to invite the leading men to come and see me. 

Meanwhile t began calling in Mitigd. In every hnuic we were 
offered beer and in rcuon we handed round cigarettes. In dir gloomy 
interiots die lightiiig of matches stnnlcd and ainiisetl the people even 
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morr thm ii lud dnnt oil the -day of our amvd. liivetn^tc miokcn* 
they quickly leatnt lo ciijoy dgarettc^ and dutmg tong (liplomatk 
visit; it lucky tlut there was^ no iLniir to the tuimhcr of dgarenc; 
B<nc}- could smoke^ A non-smoker my-relf ! would Wc found iz 
diffictilt to c^T^blish the easy fellow filling so easily engettdefcd bctvreen 
the addins of ntcotme. 

Few of the MtEtg5 people could have been called attraedveL The 
Upper Kamla valley is one of the areas wti a um' Idgh ioddence of 
goitre and here more than half of tke adults suflered froiii iliii disfiguring 
complaint. Bur Changnto Tadiak's younger wife was a dianmug 
exception. She wore a broad belt of cane riugs covmng wriit and hips 
and a bre^t-band of thin plaited cane. Three tong string; of 
white htadi harmoimcd liappily with this simple coHUtue and a $tiii of 
warm coffee brown. Her black hair* hdd in place by a narrow fillet, 
fdl on her shoulders and lier broad, softly modelled face with its fuU 
tnoutli and strong white teeth ivorc an expicssion of smiling and satrified 
scTisuality- 

OiJy ten days before^ it seemed^ her borne village; Godak^ wiicli 
lies mi the right bank of the Kamla^ had been loided by moi of Tiimr. 
Five people were kilted, ten captunrd and three wtnmdi^ widi poisoned 
aiTDW's. The Mbigfb people related this in a mattcr-dF-fiict (one, and 
although their own kimmen musr have been involved^ evinced nddicr 
tndigturion nor aiudety* Coidd tt hive been this iucident whkh mode 
our Kabak fiipidt $o nervous whenever we suggested advandng up the 
Kainla ? 

The weather had changed. Heav^' donds bimg on die high lulls 
threatening rain atid storm as oiie evemag we hurried home from a 
visit to an isobted house. Half-way dirough a narrow belt of forest 
we were brotiglit to a standstill by foe sound of a ciasiting tree, Tlw 
Uarit of tearing roots and breaking branches ’was followed by a melan¬ 
choly d un ring chat floated cctiiy tfamugh foe forests We turned tO 
Tapak. but he refined to speak; be buttied. m on our of the fornr and 
rnio cmp. Only when we were inside foe tear did he sure to explain 
that this was the wort of a imgidan, who w ifo foe felling of the tree 
propelled foe evil spirits towards his victim. To inieccepc such mdlgnaut 
powers was to endanger our lives. 

Betty and I took little nodee of this cpiicxlc, but it madr an iMprcisiottt 
On die ccsi of out pirty^ There was an imasy feding in camp tliar 
night and as w'e lai round foe find everybody leaned to be waiting for 
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KOUkPlliiiLg iQ happen^ Tlicrc licilf vvt could do to rcauurc our 
cotupatucoi^ Mid I suggested an e-irly bed. bopuig that a good night^s 
resT wodd wipe oui the cveoingV fcm. We codd tuH tav^ bem 
asleep tnnnc tbati an houTi tiowevcti wlieu we were wakened by ihoiili 
(rom. the tent occupied Iry Temi and the doctor^ Both declatcd that 
they had heard ^imdr aa of someone edging dudr way along the canvas 
of the teut ^Vnll, and both were ceruin that after they bad raised their 
voiceSn they had heard raptJy rclrcadng fEiotsccps. We made a carefd 
search of the camp but there no sign of any iiitruderr and eventually 
we went back to bed t hut our Mid &endsp and even Gochani Tapak^ 
were so convinced that niders oi evil spiritj were abroad that they 
sougiu iheker in a house in the village, tf we thought that, iobered 
by the iighc of day* tllcy would meet ii» next monnng shamrfacedly 
^nd full oi" exciuck we were mhufecn- They did not consider it dis¬ 
creditable to Bee the camp in the £ice of danger^ indeed they explained 
rather proudly that lud we been killed 0 £ caiprured* they vvoulil iminedi- 
atdy have carried die news to the plains. 

It a bnghc and smay mommg when our messenger to Roic* 
l^ace reimrinL him came fnur imptes^ivc iookuig hgiites wear* 

ing huge yak bik head-dresses and attractive cloths rntrowly bordered 
111 bhcL Tliek long Tibet^ swords were sheathed in scabbards made 
from die skin of grry moukey and liung on straps decorated with cowiie 
ikelh and the undeijdw of the smaU Himalayan leopard 

Tbisc tiotablcs were affiompaitted by their wives^ plump ladies with 
many omamfn rs, ind sevccat slaves carrying ncc-hccr and chickens in 
small baskets. After an exchange of counesics w-r sat down on some 
convenienr stabs of rock, and they Ihrcned quierty as I explained the 
reasons fbr my coming. I began by poindng out that wt bad cravelkd 
a long way to visit the only group of GtmgU dans sdil living in the upper 
Kamla vailcvi- 1 had rceendy ?peni some time in sqch Gungtl s-illagcs 
ai Bua aud Chemitp and was amdotti to pay a frioidly visic aho to their 
vjJiage. rbe rcfemici: ro che cominon deKott of all Gungd elmsp now 
split into Kwo groups by the tiiiergcnt niJglit of the Kabak people, was 
rtedvrd with a nodding of be:^ E eandaued by protesting our 
peaceful iurmtiotis and cxpioii ng the hope that they wptdd help me 
CO make the journey from Miiigb to their own village of Rutc-Hatc. 

TTic emissaries' rcaeaon to dm pkai iranda^cd and ably elaborated by 
Gocham Tapak, w^ iurpmmgly £iVDurabk- They would gladly 
come us lo tbdr ^iliage^ and if we would be patient for another two 
191Z 



Negotiating tiis itaxt 

djp they wmiLl mmu with ponm cany oui load* as (ar as R,uie- 
Haie, But this waf the furdurst fKJmt t& wlikh dicy could take us ' 
fiirduT up dtiF vaUej" lived penpk with whom they had tew cotuacts 
and for tvboic amtiuie they tauJd not answ^^rr. 

To an their miuds at rest, I replied that we would be well conicat 
to visit Rutcddjte^ and indeed at that momem I was so gtaiefiilfor this 
offirr of a fonvard move, however limited* that I was prepared to let 
the future take care of iself Bm a Mmgd mm cliippcd in with the 
tactless rcniait that this was csuoly wlut I W said whea we arrmd 
in htogO. There was a moment of uncaiiness^ hut just then Betty and 
her tJHciid Biku Yartu relumed from a visit to one of the Miugd 
and thdr ippea^^mcc helped to dbpcl any lingering suspidesn. Yama 
was loud in her soppon of my irgumenta: the white man had arrived 
with Iiis Avifc V a friend and Just as Mixis did not take women cm taidiiig 
partief, there would be no women in oqr parry if we had any hostile 
dcstgnsK The logic of this argumettE impressed die envoyj and we 
parted on a cordial note. 

With the next move forward mote or less assuied. 1 urged Biku 
Yama and htT party oi South Kamla Miris Eo return to thek vtUagei. 
'rhey liad been pleasant camp compamoiis ; and more than that, they 
had rendered me mvakiablc service by helping to establuk infotmal 
rtlauons with a people among whom I had airivod hicndlesf* Now 1 
felt it would be UmpoimbJe to demin this diantiing elderly hdy my 
longer in an area so fitc &om her home, Yama wept svhent at last hrr 
loads were packed and k was time to say good-bj'e. Again and again 
ihe embraced Betty and begged her co come to Biku- Come Soon/' 
ihe pleaded* ''for wlio knows how" long I ^hAll Uvt" Betry and I 
were deeply moved by thin aflbetioja and felt that we parted ftom a 
gemiine (HencL Yaina^t hclpfii htra had been aidr^y selflest* she had 
proviiioned herself and her party and Liad had no private leasons for 
travelling in lenmgr regions. 

The few days we spent iit Mmg5 not only albvved us to siabiliae 
ptCKuul rcladons with individual families, but it albwod the Miizga 
people asses the tangihb bcnerics of our visit, Ihtrsc were not incon- 
lidetablc, for in the shore period of oar stay we must have dhpoiscd 
tnotc sale than Mmg5 w^as occtistonied to see Ui an avenge year, 
^^vTy'onc was anxious to trade and uo hour of the day passed without 
some artide being offered fcr our inspecrion. Idifalt roots, ike* 
diickais* eggs* smoked fish* legs of pork* Tibetan swordij Indes^ skins 
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Arid prcuota beads all foujid didr way to our coiup^ ojiydiing in fact 
dar wouU gain ftir tile uthabkajici c^'cit dtr smallest amount qf ih^ 
much prkexl salt. 

Oucc the people of fLuto-Haie had contented to our vhiu many 
Mingo men voliuitrered lo Carry uur loads. Bat on die appointed day 
nearly a hundred men and wonten front Rutc-Iiaic came to i^kc m tq 
tlidr village and I liod (o explain to the Mbgd people that thdr turn 
orcaming wages ki sob and dodi would come when w^e parsed through 
on our temrn jouxneyp 

Tlte village of Rute-Hate, where we arrived after a hatf-Hdiy*i waUc, 
vnA larger diau MtngB and die lioiiso itmding in group on an open 
hiihiiilc had a .stibstanciol and posperom took. Fenccd-in iirldsg uied 
mainly for growing mairCk by dose to the homes and granaries with 
a emnom doping floor nused on pUeSj formed port of every homestead. 

Nearly all ihe shlcriKjdkd villagers had earned our toads, but the 
older people and dir children assembled £0 watch oS prepare the camp. 
Some young nirn tlircw dietmelves uito die talk of levciimg a ttillock 
lo that there was a space tuflrdeatly levd on which to piick our tent, 
and otheis dlmlied die tTee$ to cut branches for die cook ahrltcri. But 
ruddier onr pmunit tinr our tent and odicr belonging creatctl half at 
rnueh and cxdtement a$ om bUek cat, Chi^i; and her lix 

Idnoti. 

Ever finer Chunki bad accompanied m cm our £nr ttek to the Apt 
Tarii country, she had been firntly esiablished as a member of our pojrty* 
Whether we lived tn Dna in our bamboo houie, ot moved from camp 
to camp in the Dofla country, Chunki w'as with us cncoura^iig m to 
be comfoTLiblc with her soft punittg. It must have been a deedng 
ctiiCDiJiitcf wiEh erne of the few Apa Tani cocs that resulted in the birth 
of «a kittem dimily before oui depanure for die MH hdL Reluctant 
to leave hrr in Dura we had cairied her and her kittens m a Urge basket 
and w far it had alwap been po^iblc to fiitd a little boy who was prtuid 
to emy this unronvendqnal bad Whenever we auTved in a suange 
Ytlhigc chunki and bee gambolibig oSpning helped tcj liglitcn the 6i>t 
moments, and the further we moved up the K^nli valley the grcaicr 
was the intecest onr ms aroused Here in Rute-Hate die people had 
never sccii a dumeftic cat; or cveu heard of sirdi ou Fascinated 

they watdicd the klitens play. 

What kind or ammah; afe dicsc?” dicy atkxd. are not 

dogs, dtey are nut pig \; what are they?" 
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They i^rtrw ttm ftnjre aidlumsdr v^lten ihty rcolkcd due cats 
«tch nt5. Tk: mv, like the haimn mhabitaDis oC Rutc-Hsic, had lie vet 
seen a tat ami dmiDg our shore ray C^miki niust have miidc c03i- 
aidcrahtc iim?adb on the rat popubilon- -Every night she weut huntuig 
and ew sleep was dismrbcd by the plomp, plamp, plomp of die sis 
kittens jumping out of tlte high Garrying basket r aeh limr their mother 
rctmicil to thr tcni with a new viedm. But the appetite of even ax 
kittetn is not Lnu^taye, and In the morning the tent floor was Uttered 
with the mangled and dismenibemi bodies of eats the kittens had not 
been able to devour. 

it is itmngc mJecd diai domc^ eats have never &und thdi way 
ttieo the area of the Upper Ramb. Though not nuincrous m any part 
of the hills they arc yet Joiiowa to both Apa Tanis and Panior 
and one would have thoughc that didr useftihicss m keeping down the 
rats would have fed to their dhmbutian tluroughouE die hilk 

Riitc-hlaic lica on the fiingc of the economic sphere dependent on 
trade with Assam. Although nmie of the inhaHuiits had ever becai to 
the plains, diey rdied on Indian salt obtained from such villages of the 
Kahak group is Mingi^ and Bidik wliidi in turn obuineil thetr supiilks 
diiotigh the Mkb south of the Kamla. But no Indian sit reaches the 
villages b^rond Ruic-Hatc. Goba, the neamr village in the Knntla 
valley* for ktrantc. depended for salt as well as for aU orficr imporred 
gooih on Tibccin source. Cloth, aj vve bad seen, was also in shore 
supply and there was so litde iron tn Mingo and Rutc-Hatc due people 
tilJcsi thdr fidds with hoes made of the shoulder blade of niithaiu Thiti 
RntG-IIacc^i tyhig chi the trade divide between India and Tibc(+ appeared 
an exctUcnt base for any ftiEOfc explofatzon into the unknowTi rcgimis 
to the nortk 

But for the moment I had to conceal my interest in this area behind 
a lerten of ^ondons cm piitdy domstk adw. The usual anthropCK 
li^jml techiu<|uc of enquiry into »ocbI rebdcFfishipr md rdigcoLis 
practices served well to hnid the people's inicrest and soon placed me 
On an intimate foormg with ztiajiy households in the village. 

While elsewhere 1 had entered houses casoally, I soon ccalLced thai 
here tn Rutc-Hatc bospitahty was no haphazard aihiir. Peoph: likrd lo 
prepare for a visit; ivhen they wanted to enrermn m thev invital us 
a Jay jJi&ad., or if they had not made mfilciaic prtprabuns they asked 
us to defer a \isit tiMtl they were ready for our rcccptiom tu a eounuy 
wime pcnoml security and indeed the chance of survivj depends 
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on the mnnbcr and sunctbig of loyal fiends, the tici^ crtatcd hy 
boapirality ^te liij^ldy and the fint vmt to a ntaiM hnusc accom¬ 

panied by an cxchmjge of prcseni! b on act of great importance* 

Entering a hotnc wc would t>c led to tkc principal hearth and offered 
mithim hides or deer $kins ai $car^- Wliik the duef Udj handed 
Urge hambtpo mugs^ the hoQt usually buried himself with the picparatioti 
cfF port snacks. Beery and I soon learnt lo view i±tb piht dt nfristJdce 
widi appreben^ioEK ^mctiines the port, winch was never more than 
bghtly smoked, was comparadvtiy S:esh, and then we Lad only to 
combat out picjiidicc against swaEowing Ituge lumps of nnadultcraied 
faL But more oken a putrid stench pervaded the house as soern as the 
cfactbhed leg of pork was drawn (kira its kiding-pbcc in the roof arwl 
we dreaded the moment when witli a mule that brooked titi tdiisd our 
hiJM would offer os the glistening lumps lighdy 6red, hat never properly 
griliedp on the end of a long bamboo skrwcr. h svas easier to evince 
a proper appreciation of his hospitalit)' if our host offered us a leaf heaped 
widi salt with which to season this delicacy* but even then it svis cMLcuk 
(o swallow wiih the expected show of reli^* 

During OUT whole dme m the Miri countTy we were never mviced 
to a fiill mral and k would seem that the customary way of cntrmining 
sucli vtiicors ad do not nay in the bouse is to o&r them beer and a mack. 
At the ciul of the visit, whfn we rose to leave, the host tuually prcNluodd 
a careBdly prepared present. On erne occasion it was a pig and on 
another a ^ar, hm the kw affluent were eoncciit to give us cticiens 
or eggs. In rerum J gave small presents^ Rich as a bras^ bond or some 
u!c and tobacco. 

At a rime when die Ruto-Hate people were pretending chat they 
had hardly any contact with the viJJbi^ further up the Kamla valley* I 
discovered that a good many of the married w^men catnc fram areas 
wear and nentb-w-ese of Rui:f>Hare, and indeed from the very villages 
whidi I hoped to vtrit before long. Whenever I noticed tliat my 
mfpfmants redked tliat in ulluiig of their marriage rekrions they were 
displaying Euniliarky with rbr copuLry alread, [ ctimed the cOnvt!mtkili 
to fLsdi neutral subjects as the cnlr of the gods and the phasra and cere- 
intmies of thr agricnhmal ycar^ In this Way t filled many pages in my 
notebooks with edmograplric material, svhile yet using every oppottnmiy 
to cUdi infoimarion on the populariom closer to the sTiow-rangica. 

In the bouse ofDanre Tame^ the icmhng man of Ruse^Hare, I paused 
one day to admire the Urge odJcctioa of mithan shoulder blades hanghig 
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up m the Vr-aUi ciiist la ibc iicjrth. Tzmi? c^pLliifi Lk acccpdonally 
l^c colkau:^ by s^ing th^C as a priest be was eudilcil to die left 
shauliler of every somikb] aoinul ilaugbtered at tbe rites he perfomiecL 
This led me to a disemrion of Miri gods* of wbom there arc many. 
The greatest of all dddes arc Kir* Mord, Kite and Mocr, The? arc 
mdc gods and wer? described to inc as four brotber^ tall like the 
rnuuntaiJEf. 

While dicse great gods never appoacb At villages of man, priests 
and seen go lq dreams to tbdr tuytadon^^ which are said to stand on 
high ground twelve days" journey ro the east of the Mirt country. Ic 
ii bccatiic of die length and dlEeiilt natiirc of this journey that they 
aazept the uai&cc of only fully grown mithaii* die bardkat of the Miri s 
domntkatedi auhnak On these dream Journeys the priests and seen 
diiab several high moimtalm and cross iwo large rivers by raft. Nertn- 
ally the fonr gods arc bcnevolendy disposed towards nun, and people 
iirvotc tlmm widi prayers for prosperity and gocxl hcakh ^ hm whoso¬ 
ever arouses rheir wrath is doomed and bb whole household pcmbcs 
with liim. 

Doiii the sun-god and Sii the carth-|t(xldc5s are the messengers of 
the big four and acc on their orders. Aiiimak sacrificed tn Doni and 
Sil must be whits or at least partially wJme^ Those mim w^ho regularly 
worship Doni ajiJ Su aie bdkvetl to live to a ripe old age. and vfhoevex 
ueriEces white ^ niniab ^vill have children who are liazidsouie and light 
of skill. Some priests have abo the power to harness the forces of evil 
ipttits and send tlietn odt to kill people just as a war kader or<kr^ bis 
warrion to attack his enemies. But Doni and Sii diitf1r<: such black 
magic may cause tlie death of a piiest who uses dangerous ipirits 
ro further his own ends. 

t camiot daiEti that dcirmg the fcw weeks among the Mkb I peiKtrated 
very deeply into the realm of their reltgtous ideas* but 1 learnt enough 
of their ritual practices lo assess the place of Miri rcligioii among die 
religious, fyatcmii of die other luU>^bcs on Assam"s borcltn. 

Jti some of the houses we met daves or people captured iu war 
wJio^ otigmal tiozne w^av in dkiant vilkges, and &om them 1 Itcard of 
areas never vribed by the ordinary vtHagm of Rutc-Haie. A young 
wtunan who^c light dtin and pronouncedly mongoloid Stines aroiord 
my biccres^. came &oin a village which, she sai<i lay high up near the 
snows, ebse so die Jaiid of the Tibctm*i, There men and women wore 
tvanrt Tibetan dothes* but theu: homes weru not very di&rcut tiom 
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those of RutE-hhue, They bought Eheir di:>ih^ from * Agh NLnir \ 
ihi: Tibet OH ifaii iitlc iif the nisin mow-rajigei, hut tic^ic of ihan ever 
v^ciii Eu " ErP Nime", the Tibet bej'ijtd the hnd of eicnid She 

liendf iistd been aptured iit adcI sold ^vA resold undt she rr^heJ 
Rote-Hate. Now she wai ttunied to a man of Rnte-Hacc md she was 
happ)‘ with her husband and her children. 

On the fourth tfay of our stay in Rute-Hate* when we had tnadc 
blends with many of ibe villagers and were no longer 3 contiiuious 
foctis of atteripaiu we watched a ccrcmorfy connected witli the eondiision 
of a solemn fricndslilp pact. Tlie mbejmen of the Kattila area, like the 
DatUs of the Panior and Kiyi valleys^ sot great store on certain very 
ptedous Tibetan bells and the exchojige of sudi bcIU fnr ntidun and 
ether volciables jEbrgta a bond of friendship berwot^ the rwd partnen 
seoond not even to the rici created by a tnarriage sdlioncr. 

ChL^(ht Tani, a young man of who had but tectntly oome 

to live in Rmc-Hatc after a ^uoxrel wkh several men of IiLi home- 
village, had told me he was CTtpccting the visit of a friend to whom he 
was lelUiig a famous bell. Lite other famous bcJls it had a nojne^ Rusi, 
and Toni had originally aerquimd it &om a man in the Khru valley- 
Taiii*$ hiciid hod made an ijutiaf payment of two nthhin and some pig*> 
dotlis and salt i he w'as now to bring two more mithan and receive 
possession of the bclL 

This W'os X solenm momenip and the ceremouies w^e wem to watch 
onphasizcd the great imporLuiec of the poet of frieiidsfiip rcsuhmg from 
the txansfer of the bell Rush It tvos late in the ofne^oon^ and she sun 
Was just duappeariug behind Mount Domkiif whai a procession ofscpuie 
thirty men and wamm were seen climbing the hill dope below the 
village- Ahead walked two men leading a midland whose hoins were 
adorned with long screamers, of bamboo shavings^ as well as a Iioif-grown 
michan calf Next came a priest tn ccrenionial robes ami a line of 
women* each of la’iwjm carrifid a haskei of provisioiiSv Tlicy were 
followed by Dofci Tap, the purchaser of the bell and the pmspective 
putnrr hi the poet of irkndship. He wore art impresdvc head-dress of 
yak’s hair and he, os tvell as tin: men walking behind him, carried long 
spears in addttiou to the usual Tibetan swotds, A pT»t« eiumtiiig 
pcaycR, brouglit up ihc rear of the proeesdon. 

The mitban were tkd up outside Tani s house and the visitojs went 
nuide, sittbig dovni by the hearths without any foiTqjJir)\ the men in 
otic group and the women in another. The tWi’o prkm paced up and 

198 



Tiktm Beth 

down the long ^oot^n^ dunttng and swinging tlietr whisks. 

Thcii song ivis in praise of the bi-U Rmi, moutded by gods and chcri$ficd 
by gcncradons of proud possessors. They called on the spirits of die 
boufic and the locdity begging them to slioir favour to the guests- 
T}icii the\^ purifit^I the fbodp sprinkling it witli bccT^ and piraycth May 
die food ami dttnk. be wholiMiue, may notjc who pamkc of the least 
sulFcc poHis in the stonuch or belly; may all cu and drink and pari 
happily/' Not until the priests had toudied the vdsek of millet beer 
with diciE whisks, and oilng gourd bJles, bad jHiuncd a few dro^js on 
die midiiiii and on the fioor of die liouse^ was the beer served. 

On the first evening of such a feast, I was told, it is emtomary for 
guests and hosts to drink beer brewed by die seller of the bclL ■ On 
the following day the assembly would consume the beer brought by 
the purchaser. 

In buying a Tibetan bell from young Cliiigdu Taut, Boko Tad 
forged anmlicr link in a net of ritual idendship pacts whkb covered a 
large part of the smroimdijig eontitry. His home village lay m die hills 
beyond the KamLt tome cighi tnilei soiidi-WTSt of Rlin>Hate and his 
friendship pam and marriage aIJiance extended over nine vilbgics situated 
in 3 rougjily circular area with a dituneter of lome twcticy-five 

The numerous viriis which precede the transfer of a bell serve 
an important putpose. Ducing these virits, each of which involves 
lavTih entertainment, the families of the two prospective allies become 
acquainted and initividua! anadimenct spring irp imdcr the muide of 
cercmoiual friendship. 

It is ilidicult to cjxplain bow dicse small bronze bclR which hi Tibet 
rank among die paraphernalia of lamaisric ritml, tame to be regarded 
ai die supreme jymb^ of wealtli and prest^e. FtiKd wich silver ftf 
bfats liandJca and tonguo-like dapper. Sudi belli are found in the poisev- 
sioii of neatly every Tibetm lama and ate fling in the Course of prayers 
and tncaniaiiLim. The DaAai and Mins, however, ate unaware of dicir 
character as musical imtmmcntip and none of the rwi/c I saw b the 
Subandri area had dapper or handle. To the Daflas and Mirii they 
are the work of gods, and as inch they arc chemhed and handed down 
from gencrarion lo gencranon. Each fsujfe is believed to be umcpic ; 
it has a distil ictivc name and ts attributed with male or fcmdc sex- 

Thiis a complete change of function and significance scents to have 
acctimpanjcJ the tmiH&t of these belli fiotn die sphere of Buddhkr ritual 
to that of file tribal value sysictii^ Indeed the praent rfile of ainmig 
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iht Mim tccalli the use of Chimac poncebio j3n$ md pUte* as jytnbob 
of and enneniry fpr ritnal psyments among the DayaJ»of Borneo 
and vanoiis hili-^tribcs of the Philippine IsLuids and the Moluccas. There 
too the UK for whkh die ceramics were mannfaameil has been ohiitcrased 
by the new values acmbiitcd to them in a dJiS^icfic culturd milieup and 
their attnuition liet almost solely in the presdge which tbdi possession 
Ictiils to the ownet- SiniiLudy a DoBa values a rnwye not hetansc it h 
usdtil or bcaudful, but benuse as the owner of a eertain wdl-^known 
majf be g^uju tn social status. 

The amhropologbc may point to the great rote wtikfa the trander 
of fnch Tibcrait helU playi in establishing ritual fHendshipf* but he 
cannot explain the cho^e of dgnificanoe without data fioin the area 
of ennutt between Tibetan tmd tcibaJ culture. Were it possible to 
extend cnquincs to the region where Dofias am itf touch with popnlaiioDi 
ptacthiag lamwdc rimah we mighc be able to trace die chain of associa¬ 
tions which led iht Subansiti tribesincn to consider Tibetan payer bells 
as sacred objects iWiioned by godi^ the crrctnonial ttamfer of wbicb 
creates between idlCT and buyer a bend dmilar to that cstablsihed fay * 
tnaniage alliance. But this coniaci 2one lay ittU far ahead and we 
began to doubt whetber we would ever midi thr sphere of ditircr 
Tibetan infinence which seemed to hoU tbe answer to so many probtemi. 
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LEGACY OF THE PAST 


I N jiUTE-aATB wc w<^fe only on the thre^old of tlic unc^xplorcd tfact 
of comiiry south of tic Great HimakyAn Range wbicb all that 
Seaton had been OLtr ultiniiiie objeedve, and now It loolccd 4s thoti^h 
wct like dae Miri Misridtuhirty yeira eaHJer» would have to ciini E^dt at 
the very gateway to the promis^ kni Both our rime and our haitcr 
goods woe nituiing short and the Mim ncY-tr deed of tcUiOg that 
when the waters of the KamLi rose with tile spring floods crossing by raft 
would become impracticable. To be marotsned nc^th £if the Kamla was 
a dsk which personally ] would have taken, but which neither Gochant 
Tipat not any of our othec mteqireteri, aimous to rctum to their 
kniilks and fields, were prepared ewa to cDiitempbiiB. And the Port¬ 
age of supplies and exchange goods meant that wherever they ran out, 
we would he immobdbed and unabk to pay for drber porters at food. 

We lud therefoie to reconcile omselv^ to the unpaLEible fact that 
any funher move would liave to be limiiEd to a vtiy shoft reconiiaisssiice 
into the area beyond the Indo-Tibctau tnie divide. If thu scavon it 
was impossible To teach the villages regularly visited by Tibetan tradem, 
1 wanu^ ar lease to gain an impictmon of the ndbetmen who relied on 
trade with Tibet and were cndiely independent of Assamese suppliesi 
w that any tubsetjuciit tonmg could be planned with a grearer knowledge 
of conditions in the country ahead. 

After their midal retkence had worn off the Miris of ELute-Hate 
talked fiedy of thdr immetous connccrions with the people of the 
northem regions and pardeularly those of the Sipi vJlcy. One of the 
main routes to the valley of the Upper Subai^ semed to fidlow 
the valley of the SelUf an important tributary of the Kamkr and ihen to 
CTOS the mow^ranges wbkh we could dearly see Iksm a point above 
Rate-Hate. Another tome ran fioixi the Sipi valley aeron high ranges 
to Marra in the Subansiri valley and from there into Tibet- 
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Legacy ([f tlt€ Past 

Wlicther I to vbit die Sclu^ <if die Sipi vdley \ liad to pass 

chrciugh Gdba, the neai^t vilLige itoith of EtuTc-Hatc- For Gobi Hying 
2 t no grac ilktance (tutn tiie ctiiifliijcttCc of ScLo md RzmiLi couticllect 
the pathi ID and Tilip ^ well a$ to N5yi u\ die Selu raUry and 

Nild on tbe bank^ of die SipL The fiiendJinos of cbe pec^lc of 
Hate led ns to believe that the dme had now come to nuke plans fof 
1 forward move. So 1 asked Ckaglo Tara to take a present of ijlt eo 
bis inciids in C^ba aixd inviic them to my c^p to discuss ebr prospects 
of a viak tf> their villigr, late on the evening of Iiii depafcure, how- 
cver^ Teini and Tapat came to my tem with news riiat quickly dispelkd 
my opamisuL prinking ben b die lioiw of Dame Tame they liad 
bern lold of die panic that our appreath had caused^ When the news 
of our arrival in MingS reached Rute-Hatc all die vilLgers had Acd 
taking thdr catde and betongingii to the fbr«t, ksf like the Nagias at 
the time of the Miri wc speared and ate rhcir mithan* pigs 

and fbwU^ 

Tlie people of Rute-HaEe now recognized die djirerence between the 
Miri Mission and dur siriiiU party that brought no foreigri ported Of 
armed escon ajid paid for all inppUct in such valued commodity as 
doth aiiJ sdu The Miris of the vilbgei north of Rute-Hatr, howeWi, 
KtTc still paiikky and mainuined dial they wwld do all in ihdr power 
to prevent any Government parry from entering dicir tiaiicory. 

MoJWfct, there were various fatmlks in Sibing^pap a setdemmt ncir 
Rnte-Haie, to Gflha^ and in Sartam and Tdi who were gready db- 
tkirbed by our ptcscmzc^ because according ro rbc mbat code of honour 
they vrere bound to avenge dsdr kinsmen who bad died at the handi 
of the Miri Misdoxu 

Tapak and Temi had argued that \ could not be held reipotmble fbr 
events diat had occiitTed mote than a gencraritm ago. But could 1 
dkcliim all cocmeoion with the Miri MkdoUp which in ibe eves of the 
nibemarn leprcieiUcd die power tdll ruling in die phini of Assaatt ? 
I felt diat it wai better ta Uy the gbosw of 1911 and tetmee friendly 
rebuinm berkveen the North Kamla MLds and Government tn a mamirr 
that sotiified the comdcncc of the tribermcn. Erai if the majoriry of 
the villagers were ready V£> Ire bygones be bygOnc^^ cmhatraismg siTua- 
mms were bound to arise as long as btuod remained between them and 
Govern men;. It would have bem awkward, for instance, if I had 
tmwirtmgly tried ro call 21 the houK of coie of the deceased's kinsmem 
HAccQxdmg to tribal law he could not have oScred me hospitality and 
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A Ciise 0/ Huad-Iitifiimg 

my bduviour would noi nnijr have givm grejt oBknce but mlglu 
have led to a icdini$ jiniatiaii^ 

CafLvmocd that ix was tio Icmgcr ^Hstblc to igneorc thu diHkutryi 
[ bmurhed the subject myreif Aud appealed to Dime TagCi m whose 
hospitable house I had spent many hov\nt to help me to heal the old 
sores. I asked him to anangc for a meeting with the aggrieved panm 
so that matters could he scEiled in accordance with trikil cnstoin^ 

That evening a dignified aid man in 1 Tibetan style coat amved in 
our camp. He was Hamin Tablt of 5ibmg-pa. At the time of the 
Miri Mission, he said, the wife of liil pnecnal tmde had gone to Ming^ 
to vide her daughter. She was seen leaving MiugO with the prescncs 
ihe had received from her son-in-law^ but she never rached Sibrng-pan 
Her rdarions seaicliKd fur bet cverywhenj, and she was cventtially founil 
dead near tbc Mingd-Rute-Hate path wtth her head severed from her 
body. Thai day Naga porem hatt passed along the path going south¬ 
wards* and there was no doubt in the minds of the Miris chat on their 
way they bad indulged m a Ikdc private hcad'^hiinting. Gocham Tapak, 
who ai a hoy hid been with the Miri Mission, remembered the inddent 
incl told me that Captain Kcxwood had only heard of the wroiixaii's 
death after he had left Rute-Hatc. ft is not inttirioned in cither of the 
printed mports, which only say that the Jisciplme of the Nagas left 
much to be dedredl 

From wbal wai lemembcred after thirty-direo yean it appears that 
these Naga porters were an absolute tmor (o die couutryride. The 
Mins of all die villages I vidted cold of the indiscrimtnoxe killing of 
mkhan, gnat* pig and fiiwl; the Naga porters, they aid^ were quite 
unccmcjohcd* chdr camps bdng usually at some distance from those of 
the officers and sepoys* and moving in large coiwo)^* they threw the 
vdkgers mto a pmic so chat all fled from ihdr homes. Against this 
background the suspicion and uldmals hosttlity of the villages of Sartam, 
Tali and Rugi whkh led to the abandon ment of the MissionV plans was 
not altogether surpridngt and 1 tciHied that a great deal of tact vvould 
be required xrniove che krcrir rrsenttnetu against Govemmmt and 
turn the Miru of she Upper Kamla valley Into friends. 

I begin tny campaign of fecondhation by telling Kaman Tabli that 
I gmady regretted tiie murder of hk aimc, whkh End caminly been 
commiurd without tbc orders and knowledge of the officers. As I wat 
anxious that thfue should be no more blood between him and the eucti 
of Govcntuicmt, I was willing to compensate him for the death of bii 
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L*sa<y pf the Pjsi 

kinJVTOTTwm. I had Jio imdiaa of Tibcian bcHi, for these 1 wa* unable 
to carry on the Jong jcmrrtcy 1 hatl iruuk, bm I woiUJ give him a siUt 
clod) for the skin ofhii kinswiomaii, a brtss bowl for her heoJ* <• litmg 
of beads for Iwr tnustines, and a ^uaniiry of salt to assuage ids grief. 

I bad lewnt this way of spedfying articles paid as compensadon in the 
ecgodatiDiis I had witnesKd between likba Teji and Nahum Epo, and 
Hainan Tahli estprcMed no surprise at my asscssmenr of his kinswoman's 
worth. Yet he did not seem satisfied and—rather surprisingly—asked 
for an addiCKHial twenty rupees. Whether he felt that tliesc coins from 
the plains Were more suitahle reparation for a deed coiaunitted by men 
of Goverumctit, or whether he wai acting on the stiggcsdoo of some 
member of my camp I do not Inmw. But t was only too pleased to 
temove this cause of embarrassment, and gladly added twenty sUvei 
rupees to the other gifts. We sealftl the peace with much rics-bwr, 
7ti.4 [ fdt that ] had advanced in the esteem of a village that lay asBide 
what was probably one of ilie most important rouia towards Tibewn 
controlled territory. 

On Match sSth, my tnessengets tetumed from Ghba. Wiien I saw 
(hem coming up the Iiill with two unfamilkt figucH, 1 thougbt thb 
mull mean ihat the Gobi people would receive us with friendliness, 
flm alas! Chaglo Tara, who had ul«n my message, and the two 
envoys from C5ba expLiiiid dramaikally that my going to that village 
would certainly lead to ditaitet. Gdba s immediate ncighboufs, the tuen 
of Teimr, Ssitom and Tali, bad voiced their dciemiination to kih us 
if we dared eniM iheir country, and in Gdba itself there was fi*i« 
opposidoa to my coming. The population of G3ba cotisisttd largely 
of two dans, Tim^im and TagrOi and while the Tim gam people had 
no stronit fisclings in the matter, the Tagro men still looked to rcvcoge 
(lie death of tbdr who bad been killed when the first sahibs 

from India entered their couniry. 

In Gobs, Cluglo Tara had incidentally met two men of Nils and 
their reanton too waa anything but encour aging, They said that if I 
tried lo come to tlidf village, tlwy would sew the paths with pan^’i and 
fell the trees » block all a pproa ches to the Sipt valley. 

[ used all the tact and penqasioii 1 could cuinmand to make the two 
G5ba men change their attitude. They were petfeetiy polite, and 
indeed bad brought me gifb of beer and chickeiu, but they kept on 
repeating that they had come in order to save me from walking into 
danger. They and their clansmen had no quaiml with me, but the 
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A Threat CQ 

Tagro men would not tobrate my visit, and cv<5n if I avoided Gobi 
and went to Nild, ttc Sartam warriors were likely to Waylay me on 
the letttni journey. 

There was notliing to dn but to suggest tlut the visiiors should rat 
in the house of one of ihctr fncriHls in Rutv^Hate and come and sec me 
again before they retumed to tildf village. Pcriiaps^ I thought, they 
might change their minds if they hiMrd that we had in no way incon¬ 
venienced the people of RuroHate and paid for every service in salt 
and doth* This assumption was comcct- Nest mombg the envop' 
attitude had popccably softened* They would return to Gdbs, they 
said, and cell the villagers what manner of people we were. Two 
pominent men of Rutc-Haie volunteered to aocompany thetn and help 
in ncgotiamig a brief trip to GSha and Nilo. 

Hirdlj' had the part)' left, vdlcn hangers of evil tidings arrived fiom 
tlie opposite difcciion* They were men of Mingo. Bidak and Gitce, and 
the siQries tliey brought threw Godum Tspat and my other interpreters 
into a sTOte litrk dmrT of panic- The nevi- amvab besought me not 
to go any further. They doimed lo have heard on exodleni authodiy 
that the men of Sarttm^ Rngi and Tab—the villages that had dashed 
svith the Miri Mission—were planning to avenge thdr losses of thirty- 
cliree years ago. if we vcnnucd as far as G^h^ they wpuld ccminly 
attaek and kdl us* and even if We went to Nil5* we might be am¬ 
bushed. 

Most disiEirbing. however, \vas the ftew^a that tlie Tali and Sartain 
men had heard of Ckidiam Tapak^s presence m our camp, lik fadier 
Kajum had been the prinripal uitrrpncter of the Miri Miaion and local 
mmoiif dedared that on one occasion Kojum had taken pan in the 
ftghtiiig ; they blamed Kojum for the misfentunc that the MM 
had brought upon thdx fathers and sought to revenge themselves upon 
his son. 

So far Tapak^s famfliarity with the country bad been of canrideiahle 
advantage, but his childhood assocbtkm with the MM Misrinn now 
proved anything buc propitious. According to tribal ctisiom a son is 
responsible for the de^s of his fatlicr* and in the area where hosdbdes 
bad occiifitd Tapak was in ctiony tenitory. He had been somewhat 
nervDiu ever since wt had crossed the Kamb, but the news brought 
by the messengers from Mingti inJ Bidak threw him into panic and 
I ira serknuty afraid that be might tefrtsc m go any futtber. Such a 
defection would have b™ litdc dmn of a dhaiiei for he was the ttnly 
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Lcgii^ of (ht Past 

ETum iu oiii pEiny who Ijad fuM fttMtcry of die I&ral dkJcc!- While 
Taui and my odicr iiitcrpfcicf Nalcr M4<!op 3 HiU Miii settloil irat 
North Lakhinipiir^ cxpcficnccd no JifGciJjy in ccrtivcnang witli the 
Mifis of the Lower Kamk. tfiey had found it pcogrestively harder ro 
UDilersLind the mbcsnicii the further we moved up the valley* and here 
In RiJtoHatJc they could no longer be relied oit for elfccdve inter- 
prctadoit. Ill nx\ ntjnosphrrc of ktciic smpidons and oltl grievances 
inexaci tramlaimg cm kail to fatal misimderstatidjjtigj; e%'erytiling 
depended on Gochain Tapak and I devoted myself to bolswring up 
his morale and playing ett hU vanity as Govrmmefit*! principal go- 
between in all dealmgs whh the Mkm north of the Kamla. 

Tile deby caused by the procramd negotiatioEis with GSbfl nrts flU 
the more dcpWablc as afu-r a period of bad sveather, the days were 
once more smmy and W'am. No ran had fallen for two day* and the 
fcIlKl tEces and undergrowth on the newly deaicd fields were sufltiricntly 
dry tor (klug^ On many slopes the jhujn were burning and the smoke 
from tlicse field fires drifted over the bndscape reducing vhibibty to 
d few miks and veiling the btilUance of the stni evcti at midday. 

On the mormiig of Good Friday Daiigme Tame and Ids picmicsquc 
son Tekin retwmed dfigrtmtlcd from G^b^i For reasons vvIiiiJi a drkgar- 
tion of G5ba num who, they ssiil* were dose behind them would espkinr 
they had Biled to persuade the villagers to agree lO our visit. A few 
hours ktCT a large party came over the luD^ and os tJiey filed down die 
wide open slope above our cinip we were rdieved m see tltat thrte 
s\TCit: men as well as women and that all carried gifts of chJetenS and 
long bamboo vessels of beer. 

With the lidp of om ftiends of Rute-fiate we soon got a conversation 
going, and [ gave generous presents of salt and matches m rrnim far the 
beer and the fowls they liad brought, iroin tlie dan names of the men 
J gadieted that all the sctdcmeJiH of Goha were teptrsented in the pany^ 
and when their spokesman began to speak ii was obvious that be was 
delivering a prepared statement, live bng and die diort of this lengthy 
speech was that ihough the people of Goba would like ro be fiimiis 
and welcome us to their vUbgr, they feared die men of Sartam and Tali 
vronld iftack whik we were in the village, and G^in would then get 
a bad name for fading to protect tfadr guests. Goba ^as not on good 
KTms with cither Sartam or Tali, but if 1 posqmned nxy vait until next 
year they would try to settle the dispute and arrange a tkps?* which would 
also provide security to GSba'i visitori. 
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Dclkaft Ntgotwtims 

T rcpIkJ that I wis not a&aid lor my^cUC di^c I apprcckicJ t}idf 
diflkmltic^ md wc*uld not insiit on a visit whidi might a^arrai^ them. 
Bli[ if 1 CDtilii HOC go to C^hA I u'ouIJ liJte co go lo Nil& and tc svoi foe 
them and che mcii of Rutc-Hatc» many of svhom had coimcctiom of 
marriage ami frlcncldiip ivtrfi ilic Nil& people, to help me iiritl portm 
for tiiAt trip. 

Shouts of protest followed these words. But when I added ihai I 
only wanted to visit the Sipi volley and rould not spend more chon tw'o 
days in Nilo because J pnist hastoi hotk to the Apa Tani country befon: 
die floods mode the Kamla impassable^ they fell to argying anew atnong 
dieimcIvK. The ostonidiing outcome of the dehotc wo* the olFcr to 
uke me not only to Nil* but also to G5ho provided 1 wai content with 
a brief visiTt and did not make dciiiaiids for porters whkh would Interfere 
widi their agnculEinal operadoiii. 

{[ ] stayed only enie night in G^ho^ the men of Sattam would have 
iio dtance of making trouble, and in Nild tltcy bad mffieient fnends 
to assute our safety^ 

I could hardly believe my ears^ and aecepfcd die offer with abuTiTy. 
Lett dicj^ change didr minds I said we would stare the day after to- 
morrow\ We would travel with only the lightest of loads and leave 
the rest of the baggage in RncoHatc wJiere we would return after out 
visit to Gi>bi and Nil6. Jiappy wth diis arraiigcninne. everyone 
bccaiue very merry on the rioo-beer that was passed round and the 
G&hi people chatted ontmatedEy to our Miri interpreters and the Apa 
Tanh* who undcfstood al^ut one word in three, 

Tlie G5ba men Idi neat mojiihig promhing to send porters lo fetch 
tu. Vet there ^^s still another obstacle ahead. That some evening 
another group of Coha mm* counting of the rektiTO of a man killed 
by the Mid Midon^ arrived in tUue^Haie and I feared that unless 
I succeeded in reroddUng them, they might agicate ogainSE out vmi. 
So. taking the bull by the ilo^^s^. 1 sent word to the aggrieved men that 
I would like ro meet tlicm and talk over their complaints. 

It woa already dark wben foul elderly raai appeared in camp, Theif 
spokesnun, Niktor Tassrr. cotplakied chat at the time of the Miii Mission 
tbe people of GiSba hoJ bocti on friendly terms with thr sahibs, and 
had even orrietl some of their lootk When the iighdiig broke orit 
in Tali, the Sartam men oUed upon their Iriends in Goba ter asdst 
(hem in bringing hosdliiics to a dose. Accordingly several Cuba men, 
fltie of whom was Niktor Tasaer's brother, went to Saitam in broad 
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daylight and passed qtnEC dose lo camp^ They coiihl easily ^vc 
roatle a detour, hot dunking that the sahiK whotn they had no 
quarrel^ would do theta tio liarm, they took ihc ahortiest rotttc and 
v?crc surprised when the sepoys opened tire. Two men were bllcd, 
one of whom was Tasscr s hrothcr. on, one of the sahibs called 

out to them K) remove ilie bodiri^ 

Gocham Tapat^ who had b«u piescnt at the Lnddent, corroborated 
the story and told me that tlie sepoys had fired without orders and that 
the cxiiTiTttandjng officer had bc^ funous at thedr lack of d^ipiliiM?r 
However this may have been* die indignation of the victimv kiiismm 
was tindmtandable, and I saw no other alternative but to make amends 
for the lE-judgcd and paiudty actions of my forcruimcrs^ In taking this 
deebion 1 ttaUied that I might be blamed for admittiiig chat even Govetn* 
iticnt inighi liavc to pay cotnpcnsarioo for Josses inflicted in a 
actkim But t argued iliat in unadminiueicd territory diere was no codt 
of taw other than that bf the tribesmen md tliat by thdr smidarcts it 
was entirely honourable to cud old fruds by paying compeJiMtioit| 
Indeed there seemed to be no better way of wrilkmg ^ pohried pr«cn^ 
than by purring an end to old grievances and uirnmg poicnrial enenne* 
into die friends of Government. 

1 cjcpLuned to the men thar aldiough t could not accept any pcrsoual 
respousibiiiry lor those past events t would be happy to set their minds 
at rest, and wa$ prepared to give presents Co the hdrs ajid rebrives of tlw 
men kiUed at Sartam. Atcordi to Miri custom. rfic>- replied* tl^ 
should get ciJii: Tibetan bell* oaie rmthaiii one bronze plate* one string 
nf of mithan value and various smaller items. This tlic 
mmirniim price for a man *s life and WitJiout sucli a payment it was 
impo^ible to rcstoie friendly relaiioni. I knew only too wAl dut 
these demands ^veto by no means cicciitve^ but any payment on that 
tcalc would have placed an unbearable strain on my dwindliiig tcsourco 
in barter goods, t said ihexe&re that 1 was not going to py 
money fcM their deceased kiivsmcn* bur that as g?fts of gcK>d-will I wouhi 
give the man^S baroiher an Assatnese siJk doth, a brass some beads 
and a quantity of sail, and to each of the other three dose kinsmen one 
cotton cbili and totue sale. 

This was such a windTall for Nlktor Tasscr and his cousius, mat they 
accepted my gifo of recondltatkiri after only as mudi hesitation ^ 
dignitv dcirtandcd. No one could now blame them for faihjig in their 
duty towards thdr kimmcti. 
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A rouud of rico-bccr xakd our fncodilup md it dui'tbc 

gbom of the Mid Mbaiot) li^d ^ la^ laitL The ladt tmrdle lo out 
pfOgrc$s retuiavctl ind tt sppcsTcd that oidy a caustrophic ckang^ 
m the weather or s^e other unfomccable mis£bmmc could Brmtratc 
our hopci of getting at iea^ ^ fkr af 
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UNFINISHED EXPLORATION 

T he pcurr^ni Trom Ciibi arrived at the appointed time and eaHy 
in die morning of April 2i\d wc set out £br the Sipi valky. Ihc 
heat was damp and oppressive^ and the landscape to shadowed in 
tliat on the whok Journey we never savv more tiiaji a few hundred 
yards ahead. Tfie day's march seemed long and. cediouip ind although 
ihe Miris showed great solicitude for our weLUhemgH kudiiig tts theii 
link ptrited fans with which to sot the heavy atmosphne^ we were gbJ 
when we ctimbed out of the last galley. 

tn genera! lay-otit the village of G5ba was very rimilar to MingQ 
and Rutc-Hate^ hut the people^a styk of drets rfearly Uuheated that we 
bad cTOSied the trade divide bctw^ccti As^am and Tibet* Tibetan wonlkn 
eUjth and omamcnii were in corainnti use ; 1 did not seo a single cloth 
of Assamese origin and salt^ I la-a* told, came from Tibet. 

While die fricHilhncri of oin recepdon in Goba left iiirk to be 
ckriTcd. dxfturbing news omc from Nil5^ ivJiom inhabitmw* it ap- 
peared, were dJvidli^d on the derirabilky of our virit They were 
reponed to hove argued that as no one from India and no one &oiH 
Tibet had ever before vhinrd tbeif village, they saw no reason to breat 
their agcKjld seclusion- They blamed the pcopk of Rutc^Hate for 
triling us of Nila*s esdstenec, and thieaicucd char if any harm miil^ 
from our v isit they would fev-tuge themselves upCHi ihose who hail 
diown m the way* Dkhtarceitmg though this the rtfcpm^cy ^ 
Tibet was tniemring, for surely they would not have coupkd viritofS 
from Tibet widi those from India if no Tibcnai had ever been known 
to visit the viUaiges within the orbit of their esEperknee, 

The Cfiba pcoi^c asked tne to defer our departare tmdl the return 
of the men they had sent to Nilo to prapanf die gtound* iu other 
circnmstanccsp I would have acquiesced m this matier» and a lew days 
stay in Gbba would not have been a waste of dme. But wc had ratbfto 
aio 















3 ^- A j cninj; 

mm iicild 

in ifiir Tmi 








15. M L r i \u 4 ,>iimu 
of lioVMJiii viliii};!' 
wtih i^ifL 





Tnatuig m Wound 

fpf only j Week, die opptcsiivc hen foreb^xte a chmge m tlie weather, 

which tlic G&ha people 'wtsiild ilttioir aitsinly h-ivc tiicd n m cxcii^ 
lo get out of the Nil3 mp. 

We were <ibcn£siiig macon rounil die fire in Chugdti Ch^r^s home, 
when a mm burst into die room shoadng that hi* AiugliRt wat dyzng^ 
The child had just been shot m die chest by aa iimw ItKucd by an 
iufiinaccd neighbour from whom her frther had stolen a pig* and he 
begged ti5 to try and save het life. While I condnned my negodadom* 
Betty collected her first’-iid bag and followed two men lo a house at 
the far aid of dm village. There she found a girh perfiap eight years 
ulch with a frtfih arrow wmtnd just above the cliest-bone. Forttmatcly 
rbrm Was no immediate danger and the wotmd was soon disinfected and 
dressed. As doctor s Betty was oficicd pan of the tUsputed pig, 
but she considered it wiser not to ihare bi such controversial meat. 
Even the most succulent cutlet did Tint Seem wofth the risk of an arrow 
from the bow of the pig"s cimgcd owner. 

Nevertheless 1 was sorry, I fdt that we had deserved a better dinner 
than 3 pbtc of sticky red rice and some spiced d^re^, for thai and of April 
happened to be otir seventh wedding amuvtrsary. After an isniasualiy 
snmiiom march. hours of eitha listing aigumeiitbi smoky houses and the 
treatment of a casualty ihrowTi in for good measure^ a jtiicy piece of fresh 
pofk would have helped co mate 1^ crlcbrmofi a happier oecasioo. 
it w'as ihc sbtdi year in suoceissioji (bat we liad edehrated our wedding 
amuTcrsary in jungle campSiSomctiinei in tents and soiar hmps in bamboo 
hues., and if such occasions did nothing else# they served to rcmiiiJ lu of 
the delights of civilizatioTi wliich+ as long ai we had enjoyed chcnii we 
had accepted so casually. Dinner in the ballroom of the Berkeley wnicd. 
a curious contrast to this* unappetizing fare* eaten off tut plates* in a 
village where an acrow ijuiekly avenges the cravtng for lU^ottrn pork. 

Nm morning m wctc up befote anxious to start for the 

Sipi \^1ky. Though this journey fell lar ihort of our caxlicr ambidom. 
k mirketl a distinet advance into ttrritory of wMck literally notliing 
wm kjtown. It took us two hours of argument to assembk suffident 
portcTT: the Gaba tnoi were reluctaut leave didr beds, and there 
was so much discLESsioii as to wliicb partictiLir men should accotnpmy 
us that ic was eight-thirty before we could start. Kcaduig north-east, 
we climbed casdv through old rftuni and secondary jnngle, but as soon 
as we entered the region of high forest the path deterjoraied, and at one 
puuit We fotrnd ourselves feeling our way accoss * landslide whidi had 
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t/ji/friisW Explorathn 

coni [he hilULle open for hunJiciis of feet- Looking up [here 
untiling to w: tree a wiik cWicl of rabble, and looking down we ga^cd 
teto a (Jiscpicticgly abrupt gotge. Even Gocham Tapat j 

and. clinging to an npmmed loot besUe mc> remarked tliat hr had 
really hoped to live a few mott yeau. 

After a iteady asceni of three hcnan, the path turned due north ^ 
we entered a narrow upliiiid valley where itorra-wrougbt coiifuam 
tdgned amidst the gtant trees, bamboos and bananas. Dungw Char 
begRcd UJ to make no noise while passing through this high cou^ 
lea the deitiei of the moimtain-iops wac ofiended and showed their 
dimlcasure at the iiitniiioii by tending bad wicather. His warning must 
have come too late ; thunder soon proclaimed aii approaching steern 
and the fita heavy drops quickly turned to driving 

labodmnly we picked oia- way through the debns of broken 
branches, thkic ondergrowth and scattered rocks midl. as evening drew 
neat, wt iooked for a suitable comp ale. ft was growing dark when 
Ont guides ptmted to a bamboo-covered slope not far from a small 
walsfall, and hem at a craiy angle we set up our tent. The MiriS put 
down ofleiingt for the ipirits of the motmiahi-tops and a fowl 
laoificed witli a prayer for mir safety- Then tliey vt to work 
CTrordi and knives and quickly miie OtceUcnt shelffifi. which wore t»r 

ujore tain-pfoof than our battered tent, t. u U1,T 

We woke nesi morning «tff and sore fitnn the night on the knobbly 
ground; the forest was blotted out by mountain tniil and for most 
of the morning we struggled along a path that wai smothered in snow* 
broken jungle ^owth. Towards midday we came to a rcstuig-pU« 
known as Ogu-Luto. bat initjead of the view of the Sipi Valley we had 
bw-n promised, them was nothing but a bank of mist: The way im- 
proved, however, when we came to die aiea m which the people ^ 
Nil® ate aoeuBOtned to hunt and g^aac their nuthan, and for an hour 
we Walked btbkly down the back of a narrow spat where the ^th 
was good and the mdine not too steep. Suddenly we heard voicei. 
Our guides stopped and lisicaed. We were dose to the ne*t tesnng- 
place, and the voim could only be those of Nil6 mett. 

■' The «ahiVi should put On his hat,*' wbispeied Dtmgu Char to Taps*, 
it would not look well if he met the Nilb men baielieaded like a slave 
or 3 l yooug boy-" Tipak giiictly cruuil^tcJ tbiac idscriKWJnSi 
puttxag flu our baltcrod felt hits we escaped tlie rmbanassn^t ^1 
cnKiiitg on relaiiotia with Nil3 with a sodid faux 


Arrittal in the Sipi Valley 

That there wetc lotul W aihiaatc^^ voka to be htatJ wai^ in itself, 
reassuring, fat hoadle Nilo ^^atrioR wouit! have crouchi^ in rilenoe 
beside tlie path. In a tew niojuaits we camfi on a group of lucn 
round a fire- They two as wc approached and among them I rccogn^ 
the nvo young men ftom Rute-Haie and GOha, who bad gone ahead 
to anpoimec our coming. The othcra-thcfc were pchaps six ot sevcii 
-boked dtflcimit fiom the tribesmen I had SO far cnmunicrctL They 
MHJte round cane-hits with the natrowcH of brims: most of them sme 
in Strip-sewn woolkd ebehes of Tibetan origin and wow 
bees of outsize beads made feom white conch shell and paUr blue 


They W'clcomed us b a calm and dignified mantier. Nil5 Taklic 
bade m sit down and we fcU it once into easy conTcratimi He ™ 
a powerfidly built man with a broad, massive face and disorderfy short 
hiir; his dansman. the ddetly Tedu. was taller and sparet with a 
longbh face and small die ey«. Throtigh Tapak 1 e^W^ that my 
oidy purpose in coming to Nilo was to pay them a lii y viat an 
to see the Sipi valley. Nilo Tahhc replied that as long as we done 
and were free of contagious disease wc were wekome, bm of sepoys 
and fore^ pcntCis they Would have none. I isimed them dial no 
pottert other than their own Gobi fiicnds were widi me. ^ wc 
drank millet beer together, and the Nila men smoked their brat cigareltrt 

and Icantt the magic of matches. ^ ^ l 

After a brief and fiiendly talk wc left for the viltafi^. The path 
dropped rapidly throogli dcure fottsi, and it was not imtii wc rejched 
an abandoned jhum that we liad our fiiM view of the Sipi 

So far our Miri oompamons had teCcried io oui destination as d , 
now we {liKroveincd chat just as the icrtiis Likha uiil Ucha are ulaii 
used to denote localities inhabited by these dans, the name Nfl3 » that 
of a dan whose members are spread out over a numhtx of separate 
villages, dial include Rjlu-Aio on the nonli hank and Ltukii-R^pu 
on the south lunk of the Sipt river. The lattcc village lay jim below 
us and we dirobed down tbough fields and scraggy fbi^ 
of a ttnall duster of seven onusually broad houses bunt on h^b pdes 
and moici with palm Waves- I rematked on the different tlratehmg 
material used here and in die Kamb valley and was idd d»t m the villages 
of diL't aica grass is not inu^b uv.'d fot roitfiiig _ 

We were taken to a \zvtl pbre beridt Nilo Taklic i house, 
a few momenta the omm population of the village had assembled. Ai! 



Exphraii^n 

tt'ere claJ in Tibetafi doth, dyed deep jJi^des of purple and ted^ and 
rmny wcrttiCTi wore red woollen ops, None of the howrecr, 

lied thdr tmr in tic front knot ciistoniiry among the Apa Tanis, the 
Daflaii and the Kanda Mirii, atid not only nicn^ hut cwji wme wotoeri 
had tbeir hair clippcif iik a slion bob, lo that it waa often didLcnlt to 
dbtinguhh between dtc s^xca- 

Ottr firsi call was at the house of Nil6 Tddac* Tltc tntenor looked 
very much like the great kalh of Miri hotJ5« with whkh we wer^^ 
fimilbr^ and the edquette of hqjsptdity followed the same patterti^ 
The beer was fortunately good^ and though on the whole Miri beer 
seldom comes up to the standard of the bc5t I>afla brews, and the coit^ 
noisscur of Naga beverages has to forget the delicious Ao ricc-hccr to 
appreciate eitheti w-c were too thankfid for the enthusiaaic inception 
to pay much aitcntion to the quality of the drink. 

Nils Takhc struck us at ulice as a inan of character* and it was clear 
thai he spoke not cudy fur iiimscif but also for the commuiiiiiy- He 
Was pleased, be said* that we had oume lo his village to make friends 
and establish catitacts where prerioiJity none hadi been. He had heard 
of Assam, and of the events in the Kamla valley at the time of tile Mki 
Mission. His own trade coiincctions, however, by ir> the notth and 
from triba! neighbours hi touch with Tibetans he and ihr people of 
Nilo w-erc abk to obtain salt, cloth, swords and bcads^ tn exciwige tliey 
gave skim and fun and, p<iindng to several deer skim himging under 
the rafiiTSt he showed ui the type of goods the Sipt pcopk sell No. 
hr taifh in answ'cr to niy quesrion^ lie hitm etf had not been to Tibet- 
Once a year he w^cat to a village brown as Roha in the M5irg5 vall^' 
wlicjc he had a iriend from whom he obtauied all those commodities 
which he required. The path ®o Raba by across the hillst and was so 
difficuh that moi without loads took three day$ to make the journey* 
while women and chtMusi could not cOmplcEc it In under five- It was 
imptmiblc to drive mhlian along this path, and ceremonial citcliaug^ 
of valuables between the pcofk of Nili^ and Raba were ooufiiied to 
Tiheian bcUs and bcatb 

Tbe enbic^ in my notebook jotted dr^ssn duriirg this flxst s hit to 
Nil5 Takhe^s house aic ihun and barrette foe most of the conrveisadon 
aimed It estabhshiug confLJeucc- A pleasant relaxed atniotphete can in 
s»rh ctrcttiuirtmccs oidy be indtircd by chatter on ordiiiaiy topics and 
it ii-ouM have h«ii unwise as wtU as impolite to subject Nil& Takhc 
to A lengthy CTOSs-cxanimatiori at tins stage of our acquaintance. Thai* 
2J4 


Tradi' Rcutei 

ai so often on thii toui, 1 found U diflkuU to conibitic cxpWtioii with 
detailtd enquirici, and iIkic can be no doubt tliai uidcls cuic hai tufGdcnt 
time lo follow up the atmosplicre of confidence tsubliilied by Siidi 
inirial contacts, mtieb of ilie cnagy and rewmees ettpended on rapid 
cxploeatory trips yields lide in die way of doailrd aiitkopolo^'cal data. 

The fiimdJy tone of the convmadon, punctuatxd with tnnutnerablc 
gulp of millet hftT, greatly reassurod my innrprEtcrs. who wnmc at 
last convinerd dut we were in no danger of losing our lives- Tlir risk 
of losing OUT sanity in the face of the people’s unbridled enrioaty, how- 
eva, remained Our coofc-shed amd our tent were the venue of all the 
villagers and both old and young never jccincd to tire of handling 
our belongings and fingtong our persons. 

Since leaving UntoHatc we had bcca coiutanily surrounded by 
people, and after three hard marchei we were worn out. One would 
think that iW thrill of entering a geogtapliically and cthnograpUically 
unblown region would have pruvctl so^cniJy sdnmlatmg to banish 
ah fitigiir, but there is a limit w the capacity for enjoyment of ewn 
tlic most novel of eKpricnces. Overwhelmed by the snuttbering 
attentions of the ptiplc of Ndai we longed for nothing so much »sle^- 
lihuikc. our Naga boy, and our plucky low'-castc cook were working 
undef an equal straiU' For days they had becu regaled with stories of 
the savage and warlike tpiric of the Stpi people aud now their cook- 
thed was invaded by oowds of fiesoe looking men who frightened as 
wdl as exasperated them. 

r^ext morning we wck sill in bed when Tapak announced the 
arrival of a large ddcgaiion of men and ivomen ftotn Rilu^Aio, iIie 
settlcinem on the slope opposite Unkii-Ikangpu, t dressed hurriedly 
and went out to m«t them. They brought gifts of chicken and beer 
and 1 ptcseifted them with salt, which tliey rctsiv^ with many exprei- 
UQus ofappreciarian. temarbng on the cjfcellence of the taste, and the 
wliitetim and foicnetf of the grain. 

The people fram tliis settlement of the Nile dan confirmed the 
imprciijt^i of tlw Sipi popubtfon I had had on the prewoBs day. Not 
only in dress and general ippeamice, bui also in physical type duty 
differed from the tribesmen of ilie Kamb valley. Many of the men 
appeared to he toiuid headed and had uareow slit eyes qirite imlib: 
those of the Kamla Mkis and Dafiai. which are on the w hole kig^ ami 
deep SCI. They smicfc me as Tcpnespeiiting a developed Mongoloid type 
eompirable perhaps to that found among errtain Chinese popiiladotii. 


Ufijinishtd Explomwn 

wlimas PiiKt of the Aisame^ Mlmca belong to the Ic^s highly spcd^L^%^d 
PaJTO-Mcmgolojti grotip. 

A liTtle afifff the im£n crowd of vmtOT* ro^HC Nilti Tcffl of Rilo^Aio. 
He wdttd for me on the path outaide dw vilUge and expltdrurd Jii* 
ak>oBic^ by uybtg that lie bad a ncw-hom son ai home. He was amdou^ 
tD avmd the torment w^hich juErounded the tetibs^ for it lecmi thic the 
ilightest mt^advcntuic w'hich befldls a father in cbc ihiyf foUowiatg a 
son's bitiL would aaioitEadralty aiiect the new-dwm didd. I adimmd 
Teru^s doth, which coiisisicd of strip of wooUcu fabric wrofYcn in 3 
pleasing pattern of colours- Within a few niinut« he began to talk 
quite fredy and ilwwed no bedtanem in tdlltig me of rniiirs tlut lead 
from the Sipi valley to the focal pouiu of trade in Tibetan goods from 
svhere Ite iud procured the doilies he was wearing^ 

The N3iV people, ami presumably also the inhahttants of odicr 
villages in the Sipi valley* obtain most of their Tibetan goods by way 
of the MSiig6 valley, wbkh lies on one of the Hade routes linking tKe 
Sipi and the Upper Subansiri. On the Smrey of India map the M5ng5 
tivett described as Meuga^ h tcucadvcty iketched as flowing imn the 
SubojisirL Bat all my inromiants were agreed thai rhe Mongo is a 
tributary of die Sipi, and they pointed out the ridge behind which lies 
the cotSuchcc of the two livers. 

The NQG people readi the M5ag5 valley by a pai which traverses 
die hills to die north of the Sipi and Icada to Tamin, a village on the 
right bank of the Mfingo. Then* aossing die river by a suspemiou 
bridge* they come to Tamto; from Tamro the route nuts over die 
coDutLtains dLai scpamu the MC^ugd and the SubanrLi, aoci passing 
through die villages of Moye, Doymn* Bokd and Moso, r earhr s Marra, 
2 region in die Upper Subamiri valley, and the big village of Sbeke 
which i? often virited by Tihctmi- None of the men t talked to bad 
ever been as far as Marta, but they said that from the Sipi valky Sheke 
could be reached in dx or seven days- 

Tlnough thek trading partoets in the M5iig5 valley they oburioed 
supplies of 'nbetan goods, and there w^as for them no need to proceed 
fmthrr into the country* where they woidd bek die protecdon which 
only Hinted friends can afford die rravellrr. 

Here it ii mainiy the lack of Kcuiky which itimls in die w^y of 
hmg-dkuiice trading, in. the Central Himalaya, and pardcukrly iu 
Nepal* the traded who journeys to Ubet to buy salt and oditi goods 
wUl also vidt YiUaget bi the lower ntngcis, and some travel even 3$ far 
zi6 



Tftt? of a Friwdship Ptsd 

as the pldns af India, so tkn tn tlic oHTr^ of ilu? >'™ die «nie mm ii 
bTccty to travme the catitc braJth af the Himakya. Theft is tn> 
comporahk flow of trade in tlic Snbansid area. Tibetans do tini venture 
atiy great distaiicc into the country of tribcOTcn who arc a law unto 
thcfiiselves, nor h d 3 rere any tending community cotripaxahk to Sbcrpai 
or Bhuiiai who could serve as niiddlcmum between Tibet and the sphere 
of Indian economic iiifiuciioe- The absence of good commuiiicatjons 
alone would be no obsoiile, for many ol the paths in the Kamla rceicni 
afe tio wojsCfc though much frequentoi than the paths over wbkb 
the Sherpai attri other Himalayan trading cammiinMes maintain a 
regular ttaJlic of porter-home goods. 

When the bst viator ikun Rilu-Aio lud disappeared down the 
bilUidc we climbed up to Nil^ TakJwr’s house and sat down at hu fire^ 
side ; over the first mug of rice4iccr he suggested that lie and I ahould 
cnncitidc a a treaty of {nendsbip. He oflered to provide a mith a n 
for saenfieCt tH fur my part would recipocaic widi a comparable premt 
Notfaiug could have suited me better than tn have a ceronrDnkl fiicud 
cti one of the main routes to the Opper Subanmt* but 1 feared that the 
eonduiinn of such a pact would sttaiu my already meagre resources- 
The eiccliaiige of gifts of equal value u an esscnEtal part of every ^eaty 
of biciidihip and svhat eosild I give ^ akhe n> match due mitbm 
be had pro^-xed ? Lcsl I be put luidcf mo great an obltgafiffli. I gave 
my pcsenr first- I ehose a very good green wodleci blmkc!, whkE 
I had bo ught m Shillong W added a sreing of large rd beads. But tb« 
blanket did not mecr with Takhe^s approval. It was suggested that he 
would prefer att Assamese silk dotb^ and accordingly 1 made the necessary 
rtplaccmiair- 

Shordy afterwards Talche brought a smallisb rnitfcm and tied it up 
near my nmt. Then evayone sat about waMng. I sent Tapat to 
Takhe'i lioure to m what bad hapfHmciL md he returned saying liut 
Tathe expected me to make my gift up to tbc value of the mitbam 
Hm put me in a dilemma. I could not cxhatist my dwindlbg supply 
of exchange goods for the s4kc of 4 pact with Nil& Takhe, but on 
the Mhef bmd. it would have becii foolish to n^ccr an ofik of fiicmd* 
ship in 3 -new and petbaps vital area. 

Mv bcfitadori crtaKtl great embainisiiieiic and the reofion grew' with 
everv of indcosion- Tapak wu alarmed at the prospect of 

ofetding Takhe, who bad refined to bb honisc and awaited a new offer. 
His was not unreasonable* foe the presfise of a man depends not 

ai? 





Utrfmsi^ed Expkrathn 

only m the value of Lhe gifb ht^ b atik to gjive, but aka m the value 
of those gifES ht is thiu enddeil to receive^ Judged by tnb^l standards 
my gifts were paltry. Thej compared unfavourably ‘with the *nb- 
nancbl valuables cusroiTunly exchanged when esiablidung a foriiul 
albancc and in accepting SO incagro a ^t TakliC wouli tutsfcr oidiiKuy 
dtcuiiLStanccs, stifi&r 3 great loss of faeo. 

La chr end I derkkd to disaus matters with Takhe^ I expLuned to 
him ihc tmposibility of orrymg nmneroui valuables with me on far- 
flung journeys. But fricudsliip with the tepnrscutativts of the rulers of 
the Indiiui plains, 1 poipted out^ svould add to liu fame and if in the 
following year we came thnongh hb village on our vray notthwatdi. 
lie and hii vtllagcn would benefit from friendly cOHipcratiofi! with 
GovernmenL 

Gochom Tapak added his pcrsuasiDni to my argument atsd finally 
Tatbe agreed to sacrifice the miiban and leave the question of further 
gift* to me. 

Everyone was pleased- The chSm gathered tound widi smiles on 
ihdr (wm and the young men of the village began to dig two hotet in 
front of my (cm. lu oaie they planted 3 a tboniy tree with firored 
blossoms, which eanly cakes rooL The dtipc mitban was tied to it, and 
a print tedtrd imiancationi, praying that this part of friemlsh^ would 
endure in Itmne grtnatkmi. A man of Takhe's bouse then behead 
the mithan ; and the blood wa* allowed to flow over the tetond hole 
into which I was presently invited to erect an upright stone. This stone 
was set Dp for Takhc. Nearby, two more stood were set up at right 
augiR: the uptight stone "ivas for myself and the flat one for my wife. 
Takhe then dedared before djc asaenibbd vilJagcri tliat henceforth my 
enemies would be his enemies, and that on my mact s-ijit he would 
sceompon)' me to his friends in the M5nga vaHry : tin otie in that aica 
wmild liartn me when tt became kjwwii that I had coticludcHd a dapj? 
whh Ntl5 Takhe. 

To end the emmony 1 presented Takhe wkb a brass bowU ^ fairly 
lasring symbol of fidendshtp^ smd gave hint a cotton cloth Cbt hh young 
son, who, in case of Tdkhc"* di^h» would automatkally alee over tlic 
Jiij^ ohhgatians. 

The rest of the day was spent in visidng otficr prominent vUlsgcrs, 
In One huusc I race Nil5 Tasso, who as 3 yomig hoy had been capturrd 
while vistidng Mingo and bad subsequeti tty been sold to the father of 
our friend Chugihi Tag^ of Bidak. He had grown up as Tagla^s slave* 
iti 



fUjtijlCfS jr^ffn BlJak 

marrkJ a aUv^rl, wW tbciugli not of NilCi dan like himsdf from 

Liiikii-Rangpu. Two years ago, how^evet* iic kaJ killed TagLa^i brother 
in 1 dnitikcn brawli add f^arrid ofTagb^s wratli he bad fleJ lo hh home 
villfiige. ThoRT. dicheretl by Nild Takiic and lib oilier klETStucd, lie 
thaughi hbdsdf safe as long a$ he did not Tcntidr into die Kaiiila valle>% 
An intccGstrng point in this story h the conipanrivc «se with whkli 
TaS!* and his wife escaped from hidak. [t even afict die eKatcmoit 
that followed die murder of Tagla"? brothcTi both the offeticler and lib 
wife could leave Bidik, why ksd they not taken an earlier oppottunity 
to retiun to thdr home village? ft seems ihac like so many odicr 
* ibvcs ^ Tasso had never tried to leave liis owncr^ and had it not been 
fbi the dmiiken quarrek he might have continued co live in Hidak with 
no diought of ever rejoining hts chmsmem 

h was late in the aftcmooti of om last day in NilO that three men 
from N5yi vbbgc came to sec nt. Noyi lid bi the Selu valley, and the 
visitors had crossed the hills separating the Sclu iroirt the Sipi on lieanng 
of our srrivaL Curiosity seems to iiavc breii the main incentive for 
diis loiig jonmey* but 1 gave them some salt to take back to thnt village 
as an ofleiitig of good-wilt. One of the three, a youdi in liis tcctis^ was 
the tnost beautiful irreatnte I had seen ter a long dmc. Among the 
crowd of grimy, coarse^featured tnbnnicn uttds^jna.^ unattractive "WDnicti p 
the beaury of ihb dim graceful youth seemed almost miracnlons, 1 could 
smt take my eyes froni the lymmetricd oval £ice^ the fine narrow' nose, 
and the petfeedy nioddlml mouth wrhich broke into an irresbiible smile 
when he recdved my gift nf sah- 

But there were other things to Jo than to indulge in liic adimration 
of 3 beautiful face. The G5ha men who had carried our lugga^ 
clamoEitod for a speedy rctwm. They had eih aiiscctl the pro vinous which 
they had brouglst with them, and as t^d was scitfcc that year in Lintii- 
Ranepn tliey were given only grudgiug hospitality in the liouses of 
their Kilii ^ends. 

Thax night they could gorge themietves on the mat of Tafche's 
rnithaii, but next day dicy wodd be without food More- 
ovcft thev were ansoiB to g^t hack to ttifk fiekk wberc much had to 
be dour during dicse days of bcncfidal rain. 

The entire popidanon of Lmkil-Raiigpu. wiih adJidons of curious 
villagers of the ue^hboufhood, camfi w watch oiir departure. There 
was no difficulty over dur number or wdghr of the lo^ and no teal 
reason for any arguinent or dncmsiong but adding then voices to those 
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UfjjinisheJ Exphfijfhii 

of our the otilookcrs produced ft noise cxtrftardtnftrf even fen 

thoc hills* where die hsiai of dioutmg sicfOj^ vftUey^ has invested the 
hurniin voice with linusujil po\vct. 

In the tnidsc of this voo! pandemonium we tool; a most cotdlal 
farewcH of Nil5 Takhc and tlic cldcri of the vilbge* and set off with 
many aisuraneci of i!vcjlAiting &ieiiihliip. To retrace one i steps is qu 
sno-dimox on every oqjloratory tripp anJ that <ky we knew that we 
svefc ttnaitig batk fiotn tlie furthesL point we wouH rcaeb that ieasoiL 
To add diseomfon lo mehmeholy it rained 5teailiJy foe the first ewenty- 
fotiT hours, and we spent the night in the drip|img forest with Icccha 
ntuckiiig from every side. 

When next day w? reached Gohap we would hasT been glad to rest, 
but the crowds who gathered before the porrers even pur down their 
loacb Included envoys &om several ndghbounng vilbges. While we 
had been in Nila, it appeared* the Micts of die Upper Kamla and the 
Sdu had come tci ihe con elusion that good relacioiis with Goy^mmeiir 
CotiU cmly be to dietr advantage. Ever)*body seemed anxious to give 
me infomutlon ind to eiicoiirage me to come to tlidr villages, Morbem 
Tftkhio ofTtimr* a village which a week ago had dockred: itsdt hostile 
to Covemment^ me a detailed aecount of die way to Agla Marrtt, 
which Eic himselrhiid viriicd several times. From Ttimr* a village ckioc 
to the ccmfiucnce of Kanib and ScIh. it was three dayi to Soeeng^ whkh 
was the home vilhige of Takhio's wife; From SoJrng, he sahk tme musi 
follow a northward path the last major sctdcmcnt before ihe 

snow^^angc that separates the Ramla basm from the valley of the Upper 
SuhamirL It takes abont three days to cross this range^ bat altbotigh 
there is often snow on the passes^ this route is usually closed only duciug 
one mouth of the year. 

Beyond Iks Agb Mam+ aUo known as Agla NLmc or * Near Tibet 
Coming from Sormg and Hii one fim reaches Tachl* a village on the 
light bank of the Subansirip and from Tftchi aue crosses the river by a 
suspension bridge^ and thus readies Tape, a vxUage on the hrft bank 
The people of Agla Marxa wnc akin to the tribesmen of the Sclu vilhy 
and culnvatcd in nuidi the same way, gmwiug millet and maice on 
lulk-ti c li k . tn additiciti to cattk* they kept yak and sheep send bigc 
fictvc dogs. They dressed in clothes made of wooh and some even Itad 
ken armour and guns whkh had been rmportod from Tibet. 

When Hi 19S3 \ travelled in Eastern Nepal* k stnadc me that Agla 
Nime might be m area comparable to the Sherps area of Xhmnbu, 
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which though lying to the south of Uie Giai Thirubyan Range, is 
cnen^y Tibetan in dumctcc and could nndl he deioibed as * Near 
llbetIf it ti true that yak are kept and yet millet is grown, the 
of Agb Nimc must be between SjOOO and 10.0OO feet, for yak 
do not thiivc bebw this alrit»»d e and maize and niillet oimot be grown 
much above it. There is, of cettne. the poBihiUty that these crops ate 
cdtivaTEd only in the vslky area of the Subandri. whcias yak and sheep 
are bred in side valleys, high above the course of the tivtt 

Tibetans from Hrfi Nimc (Far Tibet) are said to tome to Mam 
at all of die year and from thb it would seem that ihcie is a route 
whidi does not ciitail crossing the Great Himalayan Range. It may 
follow the valley of (lie Suboiuiri in the same way that some of the 
trade routes between Tibet and Nepal avoid mowbemnd passes by Icat^ 
in^ along the bants of «ieli riven as the Rongshar and the Sun Kosi 
^ Morbam Takhio offcred to take me to Agla Maim, if T wanted to 
go there after the rains, and this ofier was nrpeated by men ftmn NOyi 
who promised ro provide the necessary porters, just when my stock 
of trade goods was nearly exhamicd. all difikrultics vmiiLed and the 
road to die oortlt and the mythkal McMahon tine sccineJ dear. At 
that dme I was confident diat the Government of India would coiitiiiue 
the policy of cipWadon in tliat port of the Himalap, and during die 
return journey to the Apa Taui country I spent a gtcac deal of rime aid 
energy on our lines of conimunicadoiu by gathering 

infornuiion on pecmnal relariomhips and forging ties of fncndihip with 

the TilUgn tn ill 

The letum t£> Rutc-Hztlc ^'^4 imevaitfiil. Tlic C^hi people^ diough 

eager to start wort on tbeb fields, onied our loads without ffroresi and 
OUT fiiend and guide Dimgu Char wwi as durmifig and oourtcons as 
he had been on the way np. At every difficaU place lie pmnicd out 
the i trp * to ukc anH tic best creepers to affoni a iuniJictliL H« 
beha viour towards Betty w« of a gallantry surprising in a p«^le among 
whom women arc not considered in need of specially solidious treat- 
mem. Even though Berry is rather more agile dian I. and mneb mont 
mrryfooted. Char helped her over every obstacle and watched carefully 

lot she dipped on the steeper dopes. 

We often wondered how it wn that the members of the Mm Mmion 
had anived at Jo diifcrent an impression of the tribesmen. Their official 
report implies that the Miris are indined to be accogiuit md truculent, 
and the statement that only ’ ihc presence of a large torce draws om 
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thr latcnr affcctiotis of the hillrnim ^ b only one of several ha^ty drawn 
i:t>ii£l[m<]i[it. My own experience is endrely eo the conirary, Altliough 
I went about imontied and with so small a party that even self-protectiott 
would have been impossible. I never cnccmiitcfcd tbc slightest sign of 
atrogance ; everywhere [ w^ai treated with cotirijCSy md fncuidfincss^ 
and even when 1 was tdJ ttiat it would be impossible to arrange for 
any pjrtkuLij Journey I wanted to mskc, the exctiies piti forward were 
couched in the polifest of tmni Far from being the treaeberatu 
crf popular belicffn Assam, the Mirh of these hiUj^ struck me as cbccrfiit 
companians^ and the most w'arm-hrantd of hiendsH 

Ofl&fi of fumre coKiperation muldplk-d as we retraced oiir steps 
down the Karnla s-allcy, Dungu Tamili of Rute-Haie proposed to con¬ 
clude a dupe rice, and the sacrifice of a goat accompanied by die plantiig 
of a tree and the settitig up of SEonrs sealed the pact of hiendslup. 
In my opiinon siidi dtipi pcis Eire a more dcpaidiblc guarantee of 
personal safety than the largwt pracrical escort. For the breach of 
ohllgadonj drawls uipematuraJ laiKrinm upon the head of the cuLpriit 
w jinm the god Poior-Mcip as the guardian of siidt pacta^ afflict) widi 
a paralysis resuldiig ultimately in ^ Irarh , 

On the d^y we left Rute^ttate audthet vintor from N5yi arrived. 
He was reported to be an Unpomm man^ anti he iflvit^^d me to hi 
rillflgc^ saying that a iidtlian w-as being held in nndincss for the (hfs^ 
rites, and that next year his clansmen wpuld tote me W> Soreng and 
ncTois the mowi to Agla Morra. These was no doubt that ilie amounr 
of cloth and salt camctl by G^ba and ocher I’iUagera os porcers^ wages 
lud impreised the people of the Sclu valley. They ohvioudy thought 
that they too might make friends wLdl traS'cHcrs dhpeming such usdiil 
commudidc^ 

Ttje newt from Sartam^ Rugi and Tali was no less encouraging* 
These viUages, whn;]] had opposed the progress of tlie Miri Mlsskm, 
and had at first announced their intentioa of fighnug rather than allow 
me to cuter tltcir terriroTics^ hid now changed their tone. They sent 
envoy* to Gdba widi a message that they were wiDing to end thr old 
feud by making a dnpv i they w^ould provide the necessary niithan* if 
1 iu tuni would free them firom the obligation to teveuge ibde dead 
by P^iyhig nominal oompcnsadoit, ai I had done in the ease of Rutc^Hate 
and Cdhi, Qdoc peace was restored, they would give rue porten and 
all chc help 1 required to reach ihc snow-rojig^s and Agla Marm. 

It was tragk that in the face of oD these prommug offers we had to 
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ttitu uiuih af noftJi^ Had we liad lui&deiic lupplin we 

have braved tht moiiKWii* atid even to late izi the leasoir have made a 
djjh fm AgU Mirra. Byt €tir baner goods were juiming Oyt and tltc 
ijccTssity to nmitii to Duo teemed incntorablc- 

The only difficulty thtiE complkatcd out departutr Irom Rm^sHaic 
was Blotiathariya^s miHhty to walk- Eie hod sprained an ankle on 
the day before we left for Nil5p and we hod had to leave him behind 
in Rutc-Hatc in the care ofTemi+ Even after i week's rest his ioot 
stili cxjcrTmrly piiitful and it was obvious dut he COnld not walk 
bark lo the Apa Tani country. A ^ucteber or a carrying chair was out 
of the rjiiesdon on the paths by which we were to ttavel, but fortunaiely 
he was Ug!it eitoiigh foe otir two Apa Tards and one stout Min co take 
cunis in cartying him pick'^-back. ] am afraid he had a very itneora- 
fortabk joemey; at the end of a march lie oftsn arrived o-amped and 
sorc^ but thresughput this ordcral he retuned his good spints and never 
utteted a svord of coniplaint. 

After a jiighc m Mingo w^c went on to Bidak^ where Cbugdn Tagla 
liad prepared an execUtne camp. He inristed on one dny% halt in hu 
vilbgc^ and though my uitCTpreteTS were impanciii to recross the Kamia 
as long ai the good weather lasted, 1 did not have the heart to refuse. 

Ever dnee our first meetiiig Cliugdn Tagla had talked of ptoviding 
a mithan for a dapo pacL The news that I had concluded such a pact 
with Ni]$ Takhe, however^ upset his plans, Tliere had been hlood 
between Tagb anil the Ndsl iJ^ from tite day that Nl15 Tjiiso, svkom 
E had met iii UnkO-Rangpu, tiad speared TpigLi** yoEuigec broihiu^- He 
told me quite ftaiddy that fnr a lung time tar liaJ bcetl planmng to raid 
the tmusc that sfaeltcced hii brother's murderct^ Would 1 object to such 
1 laid now that I had coiscludcd a dapa Vkith Nild Tahhe e 

The question put me in au awkward position, for ir was obvious 
thit for years to come Govemmenc would have no power to prevent 
faiiling in areas remote as die Sipi valley; Yet* to dcrckn: itipelf 
diiiiiccreAtcd wouldv in die eyes of the Mjrbi have devalued all the 
d/ptJ pm 1 had so £ir concluded. So I fcpliftl dut I would ceriamly 
disapprove of a raid imJerrahcn against a village svitli which I had 
fcrnmlly made feknds, and tLii Tagla's IcgimMtt claims should be 
settled by negotiation. I pobioeJ am that as both the ChugJu md the 
Milo ckns were tiow' frieudi of Govcmmcnt^ dicy ihoidJ avoid fighting 
amongic thcurndvci* and I soggcsied that as Dangme Tamn of KuXe^ 
Hate^. whom I had invested with the red mmuk of a Govemnwnt 
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hcadmxn, was cJti gocwi tcrtiis wtdi both parties, he shouid act as go- 
betsv^een and ncgoikir a tcaktcbenL Dangme Titdc^ wfits had aceem* 
paiiicd rtw as far as Bidak, promised to do Im best, and Tagia agreed 
in go ahf:ad vvirh the dup carraoiiK*. 

The Tile was perfiatmed. A tree was plaiiti^ stone* were 
erected* and Dangitu: Tame, acmig in hi* prundy eapadty* mvolted 
die itnmortals, pra^dng Potor-Met and all the great gods to wtnieis the 
lire and guarantee the ciemal friendship between TagU* clan and all 
die sahibs w ho ever come to Bidak. 

To seal die dap* I gisne Tagla on Assamese alk clodi and dircc large 
cornelian beads, wduch 1 tiad bought in on antique shop in Hyderabadp 
TagLa was Eenowned as n collector of bead*, and delighted widi my 
gift, he emphaazed thai it was stich bead* that the Mkk valued iznd 
not die red .uiti blue bazaar beads which we bad been oiing as exchange 
goods. 

Laicr in the day hr iuviied u* to Itb hciioe and showed us hU Ur^ 
coUecdon. Ffom strongly made baskets hidden in the attk, TagU dresv 
string after string of valuable bcadsv Some were while and a* large at 
pigeons eggs, others wrere made of tiiEquoisc matrix and deep blue bpb 
la^ili* some w-cre of iky bloc poteclam and yet oihers were fashioned 
frotn conch shell. The pride of Tagla's coilecdoii was a neckbec of 
large cornelian beads, wliicb iie had coUeeted mic by one over a period 
of years i wcU maichcd and of jt wcmdrrfuL rich cxjIoot they were s 
delight to look upon, 

Tagla was not only one of the ridiest but lie wit* aho one of the most 
married mai among my Miri acqnainujice*. Tlic hsi of his wivt* com- 
proed ten tLomea, and I sai not sure wbctlicf it was complete. He had 
married only one of these ladies with * gticoi rites \ eight he had numed 
with minor rites and one be had abducied. As they came from sevTtl 
dii&renc vilbges m the valleys of Kamilla and Khni, Tagb's ' in-bws' 
were scattered Over a very wide area. 

Among Mins as among the Dallas of tlie Ponior ajid Kljd areai a 
man's status and itifiucnce dqicodi largely on bis posidon in a ncr-vrork 
o I illiances, and juairiai^cs sS well a* the ccrem onial niiistcr of Tibetan 
hells arc miJispmfabJg ih^kcs in ectcnduig thh network But it would 
seem thit in the Komb region dan memberships h ^ibo m imporeant 
factor in determining lodal aiij^mirms. While in the Pinior and Kiyi 
tcf^m two nica of the same clan titiiik nothing of disrupting the 
tolidariry of ihdr elm by raiding each (rthet, such Miri dans j* the 



The Growth of <j Clan 

Kibak gronp pmctitp drtpitc internal a tuiited feint die 

ouiddc vroild. 

Long ago the ancestor? of the Kabak dan ate bdievttl to have hveci 
in the Upper Kamla valley ' from there they migrated somfrwancU. and 
establishing thein^clvcs in the iocdiiy now knoiA'ii as Mingo, cxpcdniced 
a pedod of rapid growth whidi tesiiltcd in the fanndbig of ihree snb- 
ckn* known as Ragehak, Rogum and Rogrom. Wlnlc the RogrOm 
braneh settled in the hilli to the cast wlicrc, oenmd on the village of 
Hova+ it now* foraii the bulk of the population, the I^aigum people 
crossed the Kamla and fontnleii rite village of Lapdu-Iapdie, The 
R^gdidc brancht on the other hand, Tcnuincd in Miug$ and, spreading 
<>ver the ttirroondiug tillage of Bidak, Gope mid Bolu, put nut tie^ 
shooii now known under the name* of Chiigdu, Changmo, Choglo, 
Chagia, Chagtak and Chagdo. The dynmnii: character of the Kahak 
ctan it a go^ example of the growth of clan communiiica in the 
Subausiri area* 1 1 k icmarkahle that wjthiti ihe f pan of a few gcncradotw 
an umnigtant dan, settled originally in a single village, was able to 
dueud it* clmninance over a large ttact of countfy, and to retain its 
poitdral cohesion and its as an ccriginious unit, despite a process 

of progressive fission rettdting in the exuErgmee of mdividtul lineages 
identified by separate don names. 

From Bi^ to Dobom wx followed the rowns on which we had coroe. 
Then, instead of rctunung to Cheroir, we dropped into the valley of the 
fCainb and crossed the rivet immediately below Rakhc. The Dobom 
moi were dnnbtfid whether we could still cross the river by rait and 
they had prepared two long canes in case it should be necosary to 
improvise a m/e. a siiiglcyf ope bridge across which one baiili oneself hand 
over hood. Such bridges are couunon m these hills, but fcHTunately I 
was never compelled to drag myself across some gaping valley, hanging 
several hundred fiset above the lesrel of the svaier, for I fear that the 
only way I eoold have made the passage would have been bundled up 
like a piece of luggage and propelled by porters on ctdier bank. When 
we reached the river bank, iiowet'er, we found the water stiL shallow 
oioagh for the use of rafb and 1 was saved from die ignomiotou, 
experience of a We crosiiiig. 

In Rakhc. Guch Tamar and his psen as well a* a Urge Jelegarioo 
of Apa Tonis w-ere gadicred together for the final negttuauom between 
Hari and tlie Mirit of Cheniir* After two days’ disetusian, a coniptomist 
was and I bad the saiislaciioo of sceutg the cod of the long drxwn- 
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out feud, wiiich for more tlwn a j'cw had pacdyred aU trade boween 
Mirb ind Apa Taniii 

From KaMie k vim onljr throe days to Duta, but duesc list three 
marches were friught with mere difficulties ami aTinaymces than tht; 
six weeks of the Nfjrth Kinila tour- The agikultcinl scsson liad just 
beg^n, and iu Rakhc we lud to kanre hebittd wverd loads to be dis- 
piEchcd as SDOti as tnmsport was lyaihihk, Wlitm we catne to the 
l>af]a viUage of Tiplo^ vsre reaimsd at once that so smil! a seulcmcor 
codd not furnish suBkicnc Tnen ro ccpLcc the ponen recruited bi 
lUkhe. Some of them agreed lo accompany us ;o Duta, but scvcraJ 
men changed (hdr imnds during the night such aWdoirhg a. diy% 
wagcs» tan off Hojiil The few men who had enlisted at Taplo+ soon 
tegretced their dcdiiou^ and dropping tfacit loads on the path* Eided 
awiy into die forest. In ihe end ie was the Api Tani deJ^ates retutning 
from the rwf* tfie Govemmem mierpreters ind our Nagi Wy Khuiht 
who pocket^ dwir pride^ and staggering umkr the unaenistumcd 
weighis, brutigU all loads safely back do Papl^. 

This sudden hreaLdowtt of the tfanspoit arringcments wss only 
pirdy due to the pfcssure of work ie the opeuing of the ogriculiural 
season. The mrin reason w'as my iiiabiliry to pay for services in kijid. 
Rupee coim wtie to the tribesmen north of the Apa Tim viUcy of 
little value: T had exhausted my supplies of barret goods and t could 
not even promise payment in salt and cloth <m amvil in Duti, for ( 
did not know whether the store licld sufficient stocks to meet such 
COmmjtmcmi, 

Forttmatcly out trttim coindded with riw anival of 4 coEidgmncni 
of doth Iroiti Joyhiug and I was able 10 reward the men who Jsid carried 
my leods to the Ap.i Tanj coumiry- 

Once mute established in our house at Pape* I enjoyed a few days 
anthropological wort aninnp the Apa Tanb^ GoveniraciiE had 
decided to suspend all operations in the hills during the rains ^ the 
Political Officer and all the Assam Rifles had left the Apa Tani couniiy 
mure than a montli before^ and T begin wiiidiiig up tbe More ac Pape and 
making arrangemciiis for the rrttirn of the sttfl' to Joyliiug- 1 sent rlieui 
off in rdayi and, laving with the list patty, allowed myself the lougcst 
possible dme in which to round off my invcsdgadoiis. 

The po litical scene was, however, will ecpnfuscd, for iwi seulrmcnt 
bctwcai die Licha Daflas and the Ap* Taius had yet bocii «:hin»ei In 
tiic couiic of bis itay m Kirum the Poliika] Officer had taken several 
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priscticn by way of rcpiiul for LkiiaV behavioof]. and cbese be had 
liandcd over to the Apa Tanis as hosu^ when be and ibe Assam RdSes 
withdrew cd Jay]uitg. 

On my fisc idsit to Haja 1 found one of them pdsoners titting on 
die low railing of a vnratidab animatedl'y chatting with aevera] Apa 
Tail! girls. His kft foot was encased m a massive block of wood, which 
whenever He wanted to move He lifted svith the Help of a string. A 
young mail with a jolly fuU-iniiMn faori be did not look at all like the 
rctiowned warrior who Had achieved a Kttain niHoriccy among Apa 
Tanit (Pi. 34). He wEmed w^ fed, and he told me in great detail 
of his biDthci's attempts to collect the mithan whieJt would pay for h» 
rsuiBom. His only complaint was of the doHness ofIiBlife:,buthii bore¬ 
dom was undoubtedly relieved by dirtatioiis with the Apa Tani gicls 
wbo fatru* CO dally round Ins prison and by the Sequent visits of Daila 
itiends from Talo and Nielom. 

l y-ln who was one of the men wJio had come forward to 
Dcgoiiaie with «s at Kimin, was in the custody of shocHct patcidan of 
Haji, Being old uid decrepit he was not fetmted, but lived in the 
house of his gauja mom like a goest dun a prisoner. He was allowol 
a good deal offnedom and more than on« he came to toe me at Pape 
to discuiS the posriMitia of a sealemmt wish Lkha. 

The unresolved problems the Politital Officer had had to leave behind 
Him Buderline very clcaiiy die pitfdb that attend exorarive action in an 
area in whidr the maclinwty for a full and pennanent admminradon 
has itili to be set up. To arrange for ncgoiiatioiii between dispnriiig 
parties in Talo and tikha, and watch ibc ensuing mrl as an btensted 
and potoiiially po%vcrful observer was one thing. But » try and 
enforce dcdsicuu and ancst—or rather eaprarc—Dallas wlio liaJ ulti¬ 
mately to be handed over to their opponents as IioitagES was another, 
little had b em gabcd by such drastic action, and while doing their 
best to cstithlish a rule of law the officers of Govaimiott bad against 
iliclr will faecoms deeply involved in tribal pcJidici. 

Looking bark cm the cxpctdcnct of om two seuona in the Subaiwri 
1 am coitviiiccd that csplorarioji and a thmough stody of palirical, socM 
and economic conditioivi of an area nuist under all Ofcii mtt a ti ces precede 
any active nitofercjicie in the mhabitints a ff aifs. It is impracricabte to 
wpHjrc an aura, and to clam ai rhe same time the right to adnumner 
jmtkc or to enforce settlements on dimming panks, Mediation may 
Mittctimes be feasible and uxepahk, hut without a fair knowledge of 
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thki] ciaicm ctch mctlianon is rarely M;i:«ssfijL The iflr* dut uibci^ 
mat prDiidJy cmudous of ihdr agc-nld iiulcpciirsJaioe 'ftill e^y oon- 
cede so Bcwcmno^ dte right to Uy down tlic law h uiterly itnrealjiric, 
and whilci in order to avoid trouble, they imy at rimes comply wjth the 
wishes of a pany displaying siiperior strengdb, they will cnusidcr such 
compliance only as 3 tempotary necessity. 

Oui mum to the plLiini tbough Mai and Podii was favoured by 
dry uicathcr and we {inured in these villages long enough 
ID allow me to dieck my aoteii on DaHa agricultuic. On May siod 
we reached Joyhing asnl in the ttcanung beat of ite Assam plains begsn 
work on the plans for imt jcasmiT tourings To teach Agla Marra and 
the Tibccin border seemed only a mittef of ergaJiiziTig supplies and 
barter goods, for (he ccnmKsiial friaidisb%t| we had concluded and die 
coniacts we had mad: seemed to usnte us safety of passage^ [mloed I 
was couvlficcd that with a mialt party si fionhward move ihreugh the 
Ttjmb and Seln valley could now be completed with Utrie difiiadiy 
atul no great expenditure. 

But It was not to be% TTic Govemment of India dedded not to 
semi out an cxpcdkkiti m die winter of t 945 "^t ^ postpone 

tnde-Snitdy the explorarion of the nthal country a inng the Tibetan 
border* Lti 1948 poUticil work in the Apa Taiii and Dafla couniry was 
remmed by Lt^oI» Bens, whose wLfe» writing lutdcr her maiden name 
Umda Crahan^Bower, has given m a bdUiaut joioiifii of rbe gradual 
cxEioion of Government's control over pan of the Snhjiiiit! arca-^ 
They were the first to enter the Palin vuilcyi but dreimutancej pfcvetiied 
them from foUowicg up the exploration of the regions north of riw 
K^mla, and the Smalley of tlic Upper Subansm. die Agla Mam of die 
Mhi tribesmen, remains to this day /erra 

1 C£ The Lmd, mh 
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A t the end of our pcn!gruutu3D& through the JilUi am) valluyi 
of the Soboiisiri we maiy well have uLcd oursdvw whether the 
iusuIes of the enterprise were at oU proportiiinate to the exmions 
and expenditure, and lo the large apparatus of staff and porten involved. 
The anihropologiu wlio goes to live among a trihe for a year or two 
with no prcoecupation other than the study of its social and cuttural 
life returns witli notebooks full of detailed infonnation and—if he is 
at all wonli his salt-^ith a well-JOimded and integrated picturr of the 
society he has investigated. For him there is a dirtet and a fairly stable 
conelation between the cmtgy and Ingenuity expended, and the value 
of the material colicidied tn his tetotds. 

Wbeu anthropological research is cmuluiicd with pohniral under¬ 
takings and rtic geographical exploration of a large tract of tountry 
uihabitcd by a number ofdifTeiiciit tribes, tangible results arcnoineccssanly 
eoiximctisuiatcsvttb the efforr andinaierial resources expended. Tlu: dtrill 
of new country and of ntming the tribesmen's suspicion to 

friendship, and the satisLietion of ovettoming difficulties of tranipon or 
supply ore not fully redcaed in the bare entries in notebooks and diaries. 
Indeed it may oficti appear tbar many days' cffcut have resulted ui only 
tnimitc ^/IdtrirtTU DO the mvesrigator’s ethnographic knowledge- Too 
many hours may have been spent in ncgotiadoii and atgunu-nt, too many 
days in tmdgiEig through sodden jungles and cliral^ over tuiinhabitcd 
fiilU to allow of a gtcai acEuniuUtkm of syiteinatuscJ knowledge- The 
concrete mfonnalion obcdnetl in thr ten days of an crhatiidng trek may 
be Jess than the ouiconie of a firw mutningt' dtithropologi^ cmluity 
witK tntclIigCRC iij formant!^ 

In the oatoonic of out two xisoas* travel to the Subaosicl 

ana, one must disting uis h between the anthropological tenihs, and thov; 
more pracrical achievements wbeh were of immediate interest to the 
Govenuneue of India. These practicaJ achjevemen cs stood throughout in 
the forefront of official policy, and it is tliey which in the eyes of Govem- 
ment justHLoJ the cujiMdetabk expenditme on traiispoct and barter goods. 



EpihpiL* 

At tlic bcgltuuti^ c( E!^44 t&t: itiJliic^nce of the Govmimciit of luilti 
tcodicJ iio fiitcbcr ihan a (tw mile^ bqroEid chc ' Innct Lbc * :iiiil tiie 
Apa Tmis ai vveU ^ tile mijoiity of DaRai in the negion of Panior anJ 
Kiyi bad no conLict with Tepmeimdvcs of GovemmeOL Indeed^ the 
Miii pW( 3 -boIdcn^ those * pensioners of Govcniniciit \ were viiiuaHy the 
only hill men vdth whom Folidcai Oncers had tegular, ibough 
official 

By May 1^45 the pktture had completely changed, in a Wge area, 
inelndhig die deiiicly populated Apa Tani vaLlcy« fepmriefitadivcs of 
Govemmenr were on fnendly tenm with the tribesmen^ and hundieds 
of Apa Tani% DafLu and Miria bad worked for Govetiiment« pontrs. 
A trade depot cslablbbed ai Pape bad bronght Indian good* itito tile 
heart of the Apa Taiii couiicryi whence (bey had foond thdr way to 
many ndghbcurmg villages, and the advantages of economic co-opera- 
tton with Government liad impressed itself cii a wide drcle of tnbcsmCK 
who h.-if! previously little or 110 coDCact with the Plains, 

Ai the ume tune, tlw scanty knowledge of conditians iu tribal 
cotmtry, svhkh even tn i‘^44 had bccti niaiidy haicd on (he reports of 
the Miri Mhsinn of 1912, Iiad been augmented by the remits of syweiuioc 
obscrvatuiTi among Apa Tanb a* wtll as Dallas and and a body 

of knowledge on iutei-mbd r clatinns, agriculditt, tribal ocouotnics ari d 
trade made it possible to formulaie thforc policy in the light of fatmal 
mfoonadoii. portlier lUs^csdgatiDns m die field* morcovieri Such a^ 
those carried out by Ll-CoL and Mrs. Jktts in 194 ^ and weft 
facilitated by the cxisteuce of a core of trained mterpretets as wcH as 
by the goodwill of a nimibcr of pminmeat men well disposed to die 
officers of Gos'cmmcnu 

These achievcincjiu^ though not iiii:ontidefahle« nevenhelcss itU ^ 
diart of the cffccriire cuniml dciblhhed by the Govemmeiii of India in 
such areas a; the Naga hilk True, the operatLoui tn the Kiyi valliry had 
tangke the iribesmen (bar GovcmnMmt officers intCTYcning in an mter- 
tribal dispute might* ill aEcempeing to aclucve a setthanent, «cii con¬ 
siderable pressure on one oc both pandes. The Tnethods which had 
been employed resembled procedures fonuSbr lo Daflas and Apa Tanb: 
an wrest W'ai in thdj eyei indiitiiiguidiablc from a capoire, and chr 
punitive brnning of a vrllage appeared only as a varLidon of a trisL It 
did not take die tribesmen loit^ to discover, Imwcvcr, tha t Governnicni i 
mtervcfiTiiiii in tribal disputes could be ccrtniMcd by a policy oi 
aai titi a ti ott, climtiii ind tempofAry wididrawJ. Tiw luperiotity of 
230 


Tribal AdmitiUtration 

3cm$ oftlic Aisiun RJfl« wiu rccopnizcd, aiti! 3t dmn even over-ig^ccd, 
but tiic dibomen's a.v;c of was lar^gcly ofl»t by the realizaidon 

dial ihc lunowcii «ieen of forest provjticd poMcmon G:om a pmuig 
column, and >bat Govcmiiicut panics rouM not [fuinuin ibcmsclvci in 
forwuii camps witliotiE dx help of tribal porten. 

it was only the Apa Tanb. die most settled and most dvilizni of 
ihc Subansiri tribes, whose attitude towards Govenunent coiiJd not be 
guided by wicH coiuiilcTstiom. Dwelling m lar^ pcmuncnt viliagq 
and depCiideni on the unintenupted cnldvadon of tbrir caichiUy tended 
land , dity had—and alwayi wilt have—to come to a rnodm vivndi with 
any power strong eimugh to cstablisli iesdf for any length of ttme in 
rl Ki r valley* Peaceful cultivators and resourceful tridas, the Apa Tanis 
can, liowever, only profit fironi a policy of padficadon, and a clash of 
iniemts u likcty to arise only in the event of outside bterfcreiicc with 
the tradidonal soctal and economic order and the cimomary laws of 
the tribe. 

The Daflaa and the Miris, on the other hand, shifemg culrivaton 
without attachment » pemunent village riles, warlike, independent 
and scattered in Ecladvcty smalt groups over a vast monnaia cotmtry, 
pose inniiSHcrablc problems for any administtarian that aiieiiipts to 
emblisb A measure of regular control 

The first of these prablems is the dilficiiky of commntricaiions. The 
iracka linking Dafla and Miri villages with the plains of Assam cannot 
be negotiaicd by pack animals and al loads have to be transported ou 
the bT'*!?* of pottm. Many of these traclcs become impassable during 
the rains, and swollen stteams often interrupt evat village to village 
crnnmunicadons. 

To budd roads and bridges smiahle for wheeled tndfic would require 
such r pnfTiwim resources that it can hardly be conridend a praecical 
solution. If eveo the tedo Road, bmlt daring the war to link Assam 
with Burma and China, had to be abmilcined soon after compledon 
because the cost of maustenanoc would have vastly cMwdcd its economic 
value, there is litdc likelihood that the limited commerce of sinall oibal 
populaiioiu would justify the constmedon of motonble roads in one 
of the world's di ffi^lt mousuain comurics. With torrenda! rain 

and periotfic earth tremnn often causing large knd-sUda. even the main- 
o( hridle^iu would prove an expenrive ttndenaktng. Yet, 
without 9 network of bridle-p^t, linked by iron suspoiskm brid^ 
unfordabic tivai, it would be unpombte to extend c&ciive 


politu^ control ovct the ItiJU. Air-droppingf lltr u&e of helkdpt)cr$ 

cauld. cas?? the problem of supplying ^vauccd outpcstii^ but the putciitid- 
itics of ^rboTiic mnsport arc Imiltrd by tlsc charac&cr of the coimixy^ 
which, with the cm e^icepdon of the Apa Tani valley* oflers no tcmln 
uiicahte for Landing scrips. 

i^ortets, and in some atcaa pcriiapi padc animals^ will tlictefoi^ be 
the nmn means of tnmspoit fof a long rimr to come, and tliere is 
no doubt that improved eommutili^dons will result in on increase in 
irafi£and that this wiU make for greater security on the tnoic frequented 
highways,. 

When r first arrived in the Subanjiri area HO Apa Taiii dared to Use 
the path thcough the DafLo, vilb^ cf Selsctndii and Potin, but « soon 
at large poner convoys began to pass dong this rouce, it was consideTtd 
sale even for small parties of Apa Tmk cravdltng on private hutinesa. 
The fame pbenomenon w^ai observable in the Miri eonntry south of the 
Kamla, where mdiviJiial Apa Tanis cauld safely travtd and trade in tlic 
wake of my porter column, even though at that dme 1 w'oidd have 
been quite imaUe to aHbrd them proteetion. 

hnptovedcornminikat^ Imwtver. wiE not of chenisclvei lead to the 
pdficafrtsn of a councry tn which for conn dess genersdous armed fente 
has been the convcntksiml meins of Ktding disputes* Contemplamg 
the fumre of these hilh^racta, suddenly ihrowit into prominence by the 
recent political changes in Tibet, one may weU wonder how it will 
be possib^ la replace feuds and recourse to raiding by ^ mJe of bw* 
tinder which even the inhabitants of small hamlets can enjoy security of 
propefty and person. Short of polking tlic country w-irii large military 
forces—an bnpnctkahlc ant! liardly a derirablc solution—I emnot see 
any way of changing Dafli habits and atritudcf ovonigbi- Tlie best 
chance for brining about a rfou' change^ on die mher hand, liei eh the 
development and oicouiagement of the earing indigenous insdturicnf 
providbig for the sccdeincnt of disputes and du: cufurJudcni of peace 
tr^ricf. It may be possible^ for instance^ to arrange for pcriisdic mel 
or tribal councili otganited on a regional hasu as on olcctnative to the 
Cmnhcnomc mi^ of ncgoriariuu hy go-bctwccru which is usnaKy 
only sex in motkin after a dispute berwetn two partief has rcfuiccJ in 
vioicnce v and ihe prmdple of 4spp treaties could be So developed as lo 
Imk an ever iiunearing number of villages in nun-aggression and security 
pacts and thus gradually utend the rule of Uw^ within the framework 
of the recogbked triboj code, 
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11 ii certain, Iiriwcvetj tint wlntcvcf ructhodi thr Govtmtticiit of 
Iftdk aflopts m order lO cxtmi its infliucfict: ovtx die Sulmuin region* 
lUrteby teinfordng tis glided djiia w tlie whole territory souik 
of the McMdmii Linr, petvctraiiDta can only be achieved by slow 
stages. 

1 he ramandcs may feel ud&racttod dmt somiwhcrc In die world 
tltcrc are sail iinsopliiftiatcd smd piccurc^qne peoples who persist in their 
tradilional ways of life* ignorani of the ' falessingi" of a dvilkadon 
which dueateiu to clbnimtc the cuJiorat individualiiy of small groups 
hud to ifiread mass produced mediixrit:)' to dse rcmoccst Asian vUljt^ 
Security of life and property, they may ajfgtie, can be too Ugb a price 
to pay for the ihrintcgradon of a peoplc^s culture* and for the decline 
nf dmse sodal md ^thedc values which srimulatc ectmornk eflbii and 
lend zrtt to the striving for wealth and presrige. 

The iccogniticm of all that h kdieftnily valuable in tribal cultmies* 
however* imiAC not blind m% to tlie fact thai in many rctpceti die mb«- 
men of the Subansiri area a'ruJd derive great bencGl fiom doier couiact 
whh the om:sidc world* and piutktihirly the introdiicdoii of lueli bask 
measures as fbndamenta] cducatifTn* medtcal aid and above alt mstmctioQ 
in improved agdadtura! methods. 

llic |Mxiigressivc deberjoration of the soil in many parts of ihe Dafli 
and Miri country’ be halted by die tutroducrion of terrace- 

cultivadon in place of die ptcaciii wasteful slash-^and-bum RKrthods, 
whkh tend to exliaust soil ferdlity* and sometunes neomEtatt the 
abnidtmnient of despoiled laiiiL Anyone who hai scot tlic esteniive 
terraemg of EuIUides, no less steep than tliosc of the Kanila mi Panior 
v t ll r y<i w'hcrehy the people of castcfn Nepal have uimod their ru||:ged 
tnnr ttftr ain ijountry into a ktid of plencyi must rcaliic that in the Subantitt 
area too agriciiltuxal output could be gmatly iucteased. What the Rais 
b^ve done in the Diidh Kosi valkyp where Hights of terraces reaching 
tom altiiiiJes of 4.000 fccc up ro over Viioo feet bear rich crops of nee. 
millet and rpiiyj" in the lower aldtndm. and wheats barley and potitcws 
til dte lughcr, could presiunabiy be repeahrJ in die KatnJa valley. To 
inlrodiicz: sifcch terracing even k a tnuU area would ccrtdnly rtNjuiro 
prndigfoui effimt. cosaiderable expenditure asid ddiful Sodal oigmccr- 
in^ but die adoption of rioe cultivadoii on trrigati!!i] tctra£es by the 
Mai Mvd jontm Daflii, who hive profited from die example of the Apa 
Tanis, tbow-s that the DaEas arc not kheientty xvmc to lemniing new 
methods of husbandry. 
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The iiAn4rir of the teiTjirt, however^ sei^ linucs to the dcvclopiriciit 
of qjTicukura,l tcdbuxqiics. Nmrow fjii steep sloped oCcf htJe 

ncGpc foz tiu! of plod|[;li ^id draft ainmals, ^nd hoc ^lil digg0l|r 
itiii will coammjc io be the mjin iiutruniEaits of tilLtgr^ 

The quaUty of zmplemcnu ip^icUkd by iiAiuh however^ could be 
gready improved- Spadn made ffoiii mithan dmuldei bkdci wiU 
imdoubtedly be reflag by ^ mote effective instrumait » ioott Ute 
vtlkge^ along the tndc divii^ between and Tibet can obtain, 

adequate $trpplirs of iron. 

it b in chb middle zone, funhesi: removeif 6om both Indian and 
Tibetan purees of supply^ that the scarcity cf salt and iron os w^cU as of 
tc3cdlcs is most acute^ Tlic cagenoess with which the inhabitants of this 
zone ^jcd the chance oi earning a cotton cfotfi or a pound of fait by 
caizying Our loads is proof of the great dewmd for such goods- Butt 
linwirvee great the need of more adequMc dotliing and better impkmmts, 
what are dine papubiiotii to give m exidLaiigc for the goods which 
tmpraved corturmnicadons wiili India would emblr them to buy ? The 
vegetable dycspcanc^ropcis roughly cured skhis and ferSpOnd minor jungle 
pmduoc which arc eagerly sought by Tibctairif arc not in demand in 
and lE is tborfore not merely a qucidon of opeuing the country^ 
ten In dian crade^ but of helping the tribes lo develop the produmon of 
goods for which there h a market among the pbins popubtiom of 
As^m^ Or providing thon with ticw sources of inODine which would 
provide a basis £b£ the nu rmifii-jiri mi of traiic. 

The outlines of a plan providing for the graidua] pacrGcnooii and 
eccmomk devdopment of the area^ w^hich I submitted to the Govemment 
of India, have been printed as part of nry report Eilm<fgmpkit Nms m 
tht Trihes the Suttxmiri Region (Aram Govccmiiciit Frets* Shillong; 
1947) and some of my fuggettzani have smcc been hnplementcil Tlie 
recent establiihmcxit of Chinese military' buttes in Tibet must inettate the 
urgenq^ of cxEcnding cffccave control over the no manV land that 
stretches bctwecti the two great powers. For however cordial the new 
Republic's reladons with Chhia may be^ no tndiim goveminEnt can 
contemplate with any d^rcc of complaocncy the coiitinuEd e^btmet: of 
tinadminutiercd and ttrtrvp lnffff hit] tracts the line claimed os its 
intern mend tonticr. 

Another seasoit*s exploration might have closed the gap between the 
Sipi vsdtcy whkii we reached in April 1545 and the Tibetan irondei 
villages on the Chayd Ghu and the Tsari Chu iristcd by Kiugdon 
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Ward ^ and F. Ludlow.* Bodi these explorers approached die opper 
codtsc of die Subaiuiij Scorn, die Tibetan ?jdc^ hut ndthcr of them 
uiccecded in deluding along the Cliaya! Chu or the Turi Cho iiito 
the area known to us as Agb Marra, the country of ^ savage am! war- 
iite" Lobas. Such ioba mhesmen as dicy encountered at Lung on the 
Cliayul Chi> and at Migyituti on the Tiari Chu were to all outward 
appearances iDiltuingtJuJLahle from the people we met m the ^'alleys of 
the KamLi and Sipi. A Loba pliotograpJied by F Ludlow at Migyiiun * 
roetnbles in every detail of drcii and appear^ice the tribesmen of the 
Sipi valley, and the Labas whont lie met tiw the Kashong La show all 
di^ typicj] chiiiaciensdi'S of tfie Mini of the Upper Xmnla vAllcy.^ 

These photographs, of whose cxbtencc I was unaware ntrril after T 
had left the Subm^ area, arc convincing proof that populations very 
similar [0 diose we came to know iti the KmnLi and Sipi valleys extend 
as fat north ai the Great Hiiiia]a)'aii Range, and chat iotm: of them 
ocoidOTiaJly cross the liigh passes into Tibet, While thetc mtiaini a 
stretch of uneypbtrd couniry between the points reached by Kingdon 
Ward and Ludlow on the Tibetan side and die tiordicmmoit part of rht 
area which we vinted in the ethtiographka] gap semm tp have 
been closed. People of pracdcalty idendcaJ appearance have now been 
eDcountered and photngraplicd both north and south of Agla Marra. and 
ix ts pcnnissiblc to assume diat they form at least an imporumi pare of 
the weervening populadon. Doubtful only is the idctidcy of the people 
known Co the as Botus and Ngas^ 

It is possiblci and even prohabie^ that in some high valleys somh 
of die Gmt Htmalayin ducrc live popularioiis corrcspouilifig to 

the Sherpar of Nepal or the Bhtitias of other Himalayan ateasi popula¬ 
tions more nearly akin to the Tlbctmii than lo the iiibcitnen dcsoibed 
at Lobai. The Nga shepherdt of whom the Mengo people ipoke aiay 
be such high aldtudc dwchers^ and so may the yak biteden of whom E 
heard in Niid. Ndiher Kitigdon Ward nor LudJbw make any mendon of 
such pcopie, but ii h doubtful whcihcr they would hove struck a traveller, 
not pafficiibrly concerned with ethnographic cl^sslEcaiiotis, as sigtufi- 
candy different from tlic Tibetan peaiancry of the bonder aieat. Just 

^ Attm AJeysiutr^ Laiukm, p. 74- 

* ^ The Scrutixs uf ihe Subutriri and Siymn*, HW Vol X* 

* F. LiidInWf iip. or.^ illixsiration 5^ 

* IhHkm, ilimmtiiTfl 
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^ nine out of ten t^JVelle1:^ mwdiig j group of Shapa& on the road 
bewecD Tij>gjri and the Nangpa Li would take them for TjWtatu^ ^ 
people from Agfa yhn^ other rhan Lohon have pwd lOirecogubed 

even if seen by one of die few explorers who approached the Subaiuin 
area fiom the Tifaeun siiie, 

WhiE then azv the pimpccti of do^g the geographical gap and 
Yhtiing the am inmiediaiUd^^ south of the Greit t-lim^yan Range? 
For the officers of the Government of India or a vdentiiic: expedition 
approved and agisted by the Indian anthoritiefp there should be no 
unsonnoiuitable difiicuir)' of reaching Agia Maira by the route follow* 
ing the Sclu river or by that which passes; through the Sipt and Mdngo 
vaJlryir £vcn a faction of the fesourocs spent year after year on 
Himalayan mountarnccring vrotutes would suiUcie to put these luduiown 
borderlandf on the cthtiographic map and acquaint us with popularioiis 
living in oompiew ficdimiaii foam the modern worhi 
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